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In 1985, Mikhail Gorbachev, The Head Of The Communist Party In The Soviet Union, Began
An Ambitious Attempt to reform and reshape the Soviet Union's political landscape, economic
policies, and international relations. His leadership marked a significant turning point in Soviet history,
initiating a series of transformative policies that aimed to address the deep-seated issues facing the
USSR. This article explores Gorbachev's rise to power, his core policies, their impacts, and the legacy
they left behind.

The Rise of Mikhail Gorbachev

Background and Early Life

- Born in 1931 in Stavropol, Russia, Gorbachev rose through the ranks of the Communist Party.
- His education and work in agriculture and party leadership positions provided him with a solid
foundation for his future ambitions.

Ascension to Power

- Gorbachev became the General Secretary of the Communist Party in March 1985, succeeding
Konstantin Chernenko.
- His ascent was characterized by a desire for reform and modernization of the Soviet system.

The Core Policies of Gorbachev’s Ambitious Attempt

Gorbachev’s leadership was marked by several groundbreaking policies aimed at revitalizing the
Soviet Union. These policies are collectively known as Perestroika (economic restructuring) and
Glasnost (openness).

Perestroika: Economic Restructuring

- Aimed to overhaul the inefficient Soviet economy.

- Focused on decentralization, introducing market-like reforms.
- Encouraged limited private enterprise and foreign investment.
- Addressed issues such as:

e Overcentralization of economic planning



e Declining productivity
e Shortages of consumer goods

e Heavy military expenditure

Glasnost: Policy of Openness

- Promoted transparency in government institutions and freedom of information.
- Allowed open discussion of political, social, and historical issues.

- Led to greater public awareness and criticism of past policies.

- Resulted in:

e Reduced censorship
» Revelation of government corruption
e Enhanced freedom of speech

e Increased cultural and intellectual exchange

Foreign Policy Reforms

- Gorbachev sought to reduce Cold War tensions.

- Initiated treaties like the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF) with the United States.
- Pulled Soviet troops out of Afghanistan.

- Fostered improved relations with Western countries, especially the US and Europe.

The Impact of Gorbachev’s Reforms

Gorbachev’s policies had profound and far-reaching effects on the Soviet Union and the world.

Domestic Changes

- Political Liberalization: Led to increased political pluralism and the emergence of new political
movements.

- Economic Challenges: Despite reforms, the economy faced difficulties, including inflation, shortages,
and declining productivity.

- National Movements: Encouraged independence movements within Soviet republics, contributing to
the eventual dissolution of the USSR.



International Relations

- Ended decades of Cold War hostility.

- Improved diplomatic relations with the West.

- Facilitated arms reduction agreements and diplomatic summits.

- Inspired democratic movements across Eastern Europe, leading to the fall of communist regimes.

The Legacy of Gorbachev’s Ambitious Attempt

Gorbachev’s efforts fundamentally changed the course of history, with lasting impacts:

End of the Cold War

- His diplomacy and arms control initiatives helped bring an end to Cold War hostilities.
- The easing of tensions paved the way for cooperation between superpowers.

Collapse of the Soviet Union

- The reforms inadvertently accelerated nationalist movements.

- Economic struggles and political upheavals led to the dissolution of the USSR in 1991.

- Gorbachev remains a controversial figure—praised for his reforms but often criticized for the Soviet
Union’s collapse.

Reform Influence

- Inspired democratic reforms in Eastern Europe.
- Set a precedent for glasnost and perestroika in other authoritarian regimes.
- Changed the global geopolitical landscape.

Criticisms and Challenges

While Gorbachev’s policies aimed to modernize the USSR, they faced significant obstacles:

- Economic Difficulties: Reforms were slow and insufficient to fix deep-rooted issues.

- Political Resistance: Hardliners within the Communist Party opposed rapid change.

- Nationalist Movements: Ethnic and nationalist tensions escalated, challenging the unity of the Soviet
republics.

- Unintended Consequences: The loss of control over republics and the rise of independence
movements contributed to the USSR’s breakup.



Conclusion

In 1985, Mikhail Gorbachev embarked on an ambitious attempt to reform the Soviet Union from
within. His policies of glasnost and perestroika aimed to revitalize a stagnating system, foster
openness, and improve international relations. Although his reforms faced numerous challenges and
ultimately contributed to the dissolution of the Soviet Union, they also marked the beginning of a new
era of global diplomacy and openness. Gorbachev’s legacy remains a testament to his vision of a
more transparent and peaceful world, inspiring subsequent generations and reshaping international
politics.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main goal of Mikhail Gorbachev's ambitious
reforms in 1985?

Gorbachev aimed to revitalize the Soviet economy and political system through policies of glasnost
(openness) and perestroika (restructuring) to address stagnation and improve relations with the West.

How did Mikhail Gorbachev's leadership in 1985 impact the
Cold War dynamics?

His efforts to reduce tensions and promote transparency led to improved diplomatic relations with
Western countries, culminating in arms reduction treaties and easing Cold War hostilities.

What were the key policies introduced by Gorbachev in 1985?

The key policies included glasnost, promoting openness and freedom of speech, and perestroika,
aimed at economic restructuring and reforming the Soviet political system.

How did Gorbachev's reforms affect the Soviet Union
internally?

Internally, his reforms led to increased political openness, some economic liberalization, and a
loosening of censorship, which ultimately contributed to political instability and calls for greater
independence among Soviet republics.

What challenges did Gorbachev face when implementing his
ambitious plans in 1985?

He faced resistance from conservative Communist Party members, economic difficulties, and



skepticism from those wary of change, making it difficult to fully implement reforms.

What role did Gorbachev's 1985 reforms play in the eventual
end of the Soviet Union?

His reforms set in motion political and economic changes that contributed to the loosening of Soviet
control over Eastern Europe and ultimately led to the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991.

How was Gorbachev's 1985 ambitious attempt received by the
international community?

Many Western leaders welcomed his initiatives, viewing them as steps toward reducing Cold War
tensions, while some Soviet hardliners viewed the reforms with suspicion or opposition.

In what ways did Gorbachev's 1985 reforms influence global
politics?

They facilitated better East-West relations, led to significant arms reduction agreements, and inspired
democratic movements in Eastern Europe, shaping the post-Cold War international landscape.

Additional Resources

Reform and Renewal: Mikhail Gorbachev’s Ambitious Initiatives in 1985

In 1985, the Soviet Union stood at a pivotal crossroads. The long-standing challenges of economic
stagnation, political rigidity, and international isolation demanded bold action. At the helm of this
transformation was Mikhail Gorbachev, the newly appointed General Secretary of the Communist
Party. His ascent marked the beginning of an ambitious attempt to overhaul the Soviet system from
within, with far-reaching implications for the USSR and the global order. This review explores the
multifaceted nature of Gorbachev’s reforms, their motivations, implementation, and the enduring
impact they have left on history.

The Context: Soviet Challenges in the Mid-1980s

Before delving into Gorbachev’s initiatives, it's essential to understand the environment that
prompted his bold moves.

Economic Stagnation and Technological Lag

- The Soviet economy had been stagnating since the 1970s, characterized by:
- Inefficient centralized planning
- Over-reliance on heavy industry and military production



- Declining productivity and innovation

- Agricultural output was inconsistent, leading to shortages and food insecurity.

- The USSR lagged behind Western nations in technological development, especially in consumer
goods and information technology.

Political Rigidity and Leadership Crisis

- The Soviet political system was deeply entrenched in a hierarchical, bureaucratic structure.

- Leadership transitions, notably after Stalin, were often conservative, aiming to preserve stability
rather than reform.

- The death of leader Leonid Brezhnev in 1982 ushered in a period of collective leadership, but with
little substantive change.

International Relations and the Cold War

- The arms race with the United States was draining resources.

- The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan (1979) had increased international isolation.

- Diplomatic tensions, especially regarding nuclear arms and human rights, created a pressing need
for a new approach.

Gorbachev’s Rise to Power and Initial Outlook

- Mikhail Gorbachev, born in 1931, became the General Secretary in March 1985, at age 54.

- Known for his intelligence, charisma, and a reputation for modernization, he quickly signaled a
departure from previous hardline policies.

- His early speeches emphasized the need for reform, transparency, and a renewed commitment to
the communist ideals.

The Core of Gorbachev’s Ambitious Attempt:
Perestroika and Glasnost

Gorbachev launched two interconnected policy initiatives that would define his tenure.

Perestroika (Restructuring)

- Aimed at economic reform, perestroika sought to introduce elements of decentralization and market
mechanisms.

- Key features included:

- Decentralization of economic control: Allowing enterprises more autonomy in decision-making.



- Introduction of cooperatives and private enterprises: Small-scale businesses could operate legally,
breaking the monopoly of state enterprises.

- Reform of planning processes: Moving away from rigid five-year plans towards more flexible
management.

- Encouragement of innovation: Incentivizing productivity and technological advancement.

Glasnost (Openness)

- Focused on political transparency and increased freedom of expression.

- Objectives included:

- Reducing government censorship and encouraging open discussion of social issues.
- Promoting greater transparency in government operations.

- Allowing criticism of past policies, including Stalin-era abuses.

- Encouraging cultural and intellectual revival.

Implementation and Challenges of Gorbachev’s
Reforms

Gorbachev’s reforms were revolutionary but faced significant obstacles.

Economic Reforms: Progress and Limitations

- Initial steps included:

- Permitting some private businesses (cooperatives) to operate legally in 1986.

- Allowing factories to retain more profits and make autonomous decisions.

- Challenges encountered:

- Resistance from conservative bureaucrats wary of losing control.

- Insufficient market mechanisms to stimulate significant economic growth.

- Underfunding and logistical issues hampered the rollout.

- Structural problems persisted, leading to continued shortages and inefficiencies.

Political Liberalization: Risks and Resistance

- Glasnost led to unprecedented openness:

- Public discussion of previously taboo topics such as corruption, economic failures, and political
repression.

- Increased activism and the emergence of independent media.

- Risks included:

- Undermining the authority of the Communist Party.

- Exposing systemic flaws that could threaten the regime’s stability.

- Rising nationalist movements within the Soviet republics.



International Diplomacy and Cold War Dynamics

- Gorbachev sought improved relations with the West:

- Initiated arms reduction talks with U.S. President Ronald Reagan.

- Signed treaties such as the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF) in 1987.

- His approach led to the easing of Cold War tensions but also exposed vulnerabilities in the Soviet
Union’s global position.

The Broader Impact of Gorbachev’s Ambitious Attempt

The reforms initiated in 1985 set in motion a cascade of events with profound consequences.

Domestic Transformation

- Political Liberalization: Sparked debates and movements that challenged the one-party system.

- Economic Shifts: Partial introduction of market-oriented reforms created a hybrid economy, but also
led to chaos and instability.

- Cultural Revival: Greater openness allowed a renaissance in arts, literature, and historical critique.

End of the Cold War and International Relations

- Gorbachev’s diplomacy contributed to the end of the Cold War:

- The Berlin Wall fell in 1989.

- The USSR withdrew from Afghanistan.

- Eastern European countries experienced peaceful revolutions.

- The paradigm shift improved U.S.-Soviet relations, paving the way for a new global order.

Unintended Consequences and the Dissolution of the USSR

- While Gorbachev’s reforms aimed at strengthening socialism, they inadvertently accelerated the
collapse:

- Nationalist movements in the Baltic states, Ukraine, and Georgia gained momentum.

- Economic instability and political upheaval led to the loosening of central control.

- The failed coup of 1991 and subsequent independence declarations culminated in the dissolution of
the Soviet Union.

Assessment of Gorbachev’s Ambitious Attempt: Legacy
and Lessons



- Historical Significance:

- Gorbachev’s policies represented the most profound reform effort in the Soviet Union’s history.

- They demonstrated the potential for reform within authoritarian regimes but also highlighted the
risks of rapid change.

- Mixed Outcomes:

- While achieving significant improvements in international relations and opening Soviet society, the
reforms did not prevent the USSR’s collapse.

- The transition was turbulent, leading to economic hardship and political chaos in the short term.
- Legacy:

- Gorbachev remains a complex figure—lauded for his courage and vision but also criticized for the
unintended consequences of his reforms.

- His policies influenced democratization and reform movements worldwide.

Conclusion

Mikhail Gorbachev’s ambitious attempt in 1985 was a bold and unprecedented effort to rescue and
reform a stagnating superpower. Through initiatives like perestroika and glasnost, he sought to
modernize the Soviet economy, increase political transparency, and improve international relations.
While these reforms achieved notable successes—such as ending the Cold War and easing global
tensions—they also unleashed forces that ultimately led to the USSR’s dissolution. Gorbachev’s
legacy is thus one of profound change, embodying both hope for renewal and the unpredictable
nature of reform. His efforts serve as a testament to the complexity of transforming entrenched
systems and remain a pivotal chapter in 20th-century history.
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