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Understanding Beowulf’'s character and the qualities he displays throughout the epic poem
is essential for appreciating its themes and moral lessons. Beowulf, as a legendary hero,
exemplifies numerous virtues such as strength, bravery, and loyalty. However, there are
also moments where his personality reveals complex traits, including humility, emotional
depth (pathos), and sometimes even contempt. This article aims to explore these qualities
in detail, focusing on how Beowulf exhibits each trait and why he does or does not embody
them, with particular emphasis on which trait he notably does not display—contempt.

Overview of Beowulf’s Character Traits in the
Epic

Beowulf’'s character is multifaceted, embodying both admirable virtues and human
imperfections. His actions and speeches reflect a hero who is not only powerful but also
deeply aware of his responsibilities, mortality, and the societal expectations of his time.

Key traits often associated with Beowulf include:

- Humility: Despite his strength, Beowulf shows humility, acknowledging his limitations and
giving credit to divine power.

- Pathos: His speeches and actions evoke emotional responses, inspiring loyalty,
admiration, or pity.

- Bravado: Demonstrated through his fearless confrontations with monsters and enemies.
- Contempt: At times, Beowulf displays disdain or contempt for his enemies or those he
considers unworthy.

Understanding these traits in context helps clarify which qualities Beowulf exhibits
consistently and which are absent.

Beowulf and Humility



Evidence of Humility in Beowulf’s Character

Humility, or modesty about one’s own achievements, is a trait that Beowulf demonstrates
several times in the poem. Despite being a mighty warrior, he often attributes his success
to divine intervention and the favor of God.

Examples include:

- When he first arrives in Denmark to fight Grendel, Beowulf states:

"I have come to you, king of the Danes, because | have heard of your plight. | am Hygelac’s
thane, and | am seeking no reward except the fame of my deeds."

- Before fighting Grendel’s mother, Beowulf acknowledges the limits of human strength and
the need for divine help:

"May the Lord of All, the Lord of Victory, grant us strength."

- After his victory, Beowulf humbly credits his strength to divine guidance rather than
personal prowess alone.

Significance:
These examples show that Beowulf does not boast excessively about his achievements,

instead emphasizing humility and reliance on divine support, aligning with the virtues
valued in his culture.

Beowulf and Pathos

Emotional Depth and Evoking Pathos

Pathos involves appealing to the audience’s emotions, and Beowulf's speeches and actions
often evoke feelings of admiration, loyalty, or pity.

Examples include:
- His farewell speeches to his men, where he appeals to their loyalty and courage:
"Love your lord and cherish your kin, for the future is uncertain."

- His expressions of concern for his people’s safety before facing deadly enemies,
demonstrating his caring nature.

- The poignant moment when Beowulf faces death in his old age, reflecting on mortality and



the importance of legacy.
Impact:

Through these moments, Beowulf stirs emotional responses in the audience, rallying his
followers and emphasizing the human aspects of heroism and mortality.

Beowulf and Bravado

The Display of Bravado

Bravado, or boldness and confidence, is vividly portrayed in Beowulf’s confrontations with
monsters and enemies.

Notable instances:

- His declaration before fighting Grendel:

"l shall grapple with him hand-to-hand if he seizes me."

- His willingness to face Grendel unarmed, trusting in his strength and courage.
- His confident declarations about his ability to defeat the dragon in his old age.
Cultural Reflection:

Bravado is a necessary trait for a hero in the context of the poem, serving to inspire
confidence among followers and assert dominance over foes.

Beowulf and Contempt

Understanding Contempt and Its Absence in Beowulf

Contempt involves disdain or scorn directed towards others. In the context of Beowulf, this
trait might manifest as arrogance or arrogance-based hostility. However, the text does not
portray Beowulf as exhibiting contempt.

Why is this important?



- Beowulf consistently shows respect for his enemies, even those he ultimately defeats.
- His speeches often emphasize honor and fairness rather than disdain.

- He displays humility and a sense of moral responsibility, which are incompatible with
contempt.

Contrasting with Other Characters:

Some characters in the poem, such as Unferth and certain warriors, display scorn or envy,
but Beowulf himself does not.

Conclusion:

While Beowulf demonstrates bravado and emotional depth, he does not exhibit contempt
for others, especially not in a way that diminishes their worth or dishonors them.

Summary: Which Trait Does Beowulf Not Exhibit?

Based on the analysis, Beowulf exhibits humility, pathos, and bravado throughout the
poem. However, he does not demonstrate contempt.

Correct answer: D. Contempt

This trait is notably absent from Beowulf’'s characterization, reflecting his noble and
respectful demeanor, consistent with the heroic ideals of his culture.

Final Thoughts on Beowulf’s Character Traits

The epic poem of Beowulf presents a hero who embodies many virtues but also human
vulnerabilities. His humility and emotional depth make him a relatable and admirable
figure, while his bravado underscores his heroism. The absence of contempt further
highlights his noble nature. Understanding these traits provides a richer appreciation of the
poem’s moral and cultural messages, emphasizing that true heroism involves humility,
respect, and moral integrity.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Which trait does Beowulf exhibit in the passage:
humility, pathos, bravado, or contempt?

He exhibits all of the traits except contempt.

Does Beowulf demonstrate humility in the passage?

Yes, Beowulf demonstrates humility in the passage.

Is pathos, or emotional appeal, present in Beowulf's
behavior according to the passage?

Yes, Beowulf shows pathos in the passage.

Does Beowulf display bravado in the passage?

Yes, Beowulf exhibits bravado in the passage.

Is there evidence of contempt from Beowulf in the
passage?

No, Beowulf does not display contempt in the passage.

Which of the following traits is NOT exhibited by
Beowulf in the passage: humility, pathos, bravado, or
contempt?

Contempt is not exhibited by Beowulf in the passage.



How does Beowulf's characterization in the passage
exclude the trait of contempt?

He shows humility, pathos, and bravado, but not contempt, indicating he respects others
and does not disdain them.

What is the main exception to Beowulf's traits in the
passage?

The main exception is that he does not demonstrate contempt.

Additional Resources

In This Passage, Beowulf Exhibits All Of The Following EXCEPTA: A Deep Dive into Heroic
Traits and Characterization

Beowulf, one of the most celebrated figures in Old English literature, embodies a complex
tapestry of qualities that define the archetypal hero. Analyzing passages from the epic
reveals myriad facets of his personality, from his humility to his boldness. Yet, amid these
traits, certain characteristics stand out as more prominent than others. This article explores
the various qualities exhibited by Beowulf in a specific passage, focusing on humility,
pathos, bravado, and contempt, and ultimately identifies which trait he does not display.
Through detailed analysis, we aim to understand the nuances of Beowulf’'s character and
what they reveal about the hero’s role in the epic.

Understanding the Context of Beowulf’s Passage

Before delving into the specific traits, it's essential to contextualize the passage in
question. Beowulf, the hero, faces formidable challenges—most notably, his encounters
with Grendel, Grendel’s mother, and later, a dragon. Throughout the poem, Beowulf often
employs a combination of humility and confidence, demonstrating both his respect for
divine providence and his own strength.

The particular passage under examination likely involves one of his heroic deeds, perhaps
his confrontation with a monster or his reflection on his life and achievements. Such

passages are rich with language that showcases his emotional state, self-perception, and
attitude toward others.

Traits Exhibited by Beowulf in the Passage
A. Humility

One of the defining qualities of Beowulf in many passages is humility. Despite his
extraordinary strength and accomplishments, he often acknowledges that his success is



due to divine help or luck, rather than solely his own prowess.

Examples of humility in Beowulf’s character:

- Giving credit to God for his victories.

- Expressing awareness of his mortality and the transient nature of fame.
- Showing respect for his enemies, even in victory.

This humility underscores a key aspect of heroic virtue in the context of the poem: a hero’s
acknowledgment of higher powers and the limits of human strength.

B. Pathos

Pathos refers to the appeal to the audience's emotions, often evoking feelings of sympathy,
sorrow, or admiration. Beowulf’s speeches and actions frequently evoke pathos, as he
reflects on mortality, heroism, and the importance of reputation.

Examples include:

- His poignant farewell speech before facing the dragon.

- Expressions of concern for his men and their future after his death.
- His recognition of the inevitable fate awaiting all men.

This emotional depth humanizes Beowulf and emphasizes the gravity of his heroism.
C. Bravado

Bravado, or boastfulness, is a prominent trait in Beowulf’'s character. The hero often speaks
confidently of his strength and capabilities, sometimes exaggerating to bolster his
reputation.

Examples of bravado:

- His boast before fighting Grendel, asserting he will confront the monster without weapons.
- The proud recounting of his past deeds.

- His declarations of superiority over enemies.

While bravado can be seen as a display of confidence, it also serves to inspire allies and
intimidate foes—an integral part of heroic culture.

D. Contempt

Contempt involves a feeling of disdain or scorn for others, often accompanying arrogance
or superiority. In some passages, Beowulf demonstrates contempt toward his enemies,
viewing them as lesser beings or unworthy opponents.

Examples of contempt:

- Viewing Grendel as a “monster” to be slain.

- Showing disdain for his adversaries’ strength compared to his own.
- Expressing a sense of moral or cultural superiority.

This trait, if present, underscores a certain hardness or detachment in Beowulf’s demeanor
toward his foes.



The Trait That Beowulf Does Not Exhibit: Contempt

After examining the various traits displayed, it becomes clear that Beowulf frequently
demonstrates humility, pathos, and bravado. However, contempt is not a trait consistently
associated with his character in the selected passage or throughout the poem.

Why is contempt absent?

- Respect for enemies: Beowulf often shows a level of respect for his opponents, even
formidable ones like Grendel and the dragon. His language suggests he views them as
worthy adversaries, not objects of scorn.

- Humility in victory: While confident, he rarely displays outright disdain or scorn for others’
weakness or failure.

- Moral integrity: Beowulf’s character is rooted in a sense of honor, which discourages
contempt. Instead, he recognizes the human limitations of all beings, including himself.

This absence of contempt highlights a key aspect of Beowulf’'s heroism: a balanced sense of
confidence coupled with respect and humility, rather than arrogance or disdain.

Summary of Traits in Beowulf’'s Passage

| Trait | Evidence/Examples | Significance |

| Humility | Acknowledgment of divine aid, respect for enemies | Demonstrates moral virtue
and humility of the hero |

| Pathos | Emotional speeches, reflections on mortality | Humanizes Beowulf and
emphasizes the gravity of heroism |

| Bravado | Boasts about strength, fearless confrontations | Inspires allies, intimidates foes,
affirms hero’s confidence |

| Contempt | Not prominently displayed in the passage or throughout the poem | Shows
respect for adversaries, moral integrity |

Conclusion: The Key Takeaway

In this analysis, it’s evident that Beowulf, in the passage examined, embodies humility,
pathos, and bravado—traits that collectively define his heroic persona. However, contempt
is notably absent, reflecting his respectful attitude towards foes and his moral character.
This nuanced portrayal underscores the complexity of Beowulf as a hero who balances
confidence with humility, strength with compassion.

Understanding which traits Beowulf exhibits and which he does not provides deeper insight
into the cultural values of the Anglo-Saxon society and the enduring qualities of heroism. As
readers, recognizing these traits enriches our appreciation of the poem and its protagonist,
revealing a hero who is as admirable in his humility and emotional depth as he is in his



strength and bravery.
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