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LITERARY ANALYSIS: In This Excerpt From The Screenplay Of Hotel Rwanda, The
Language Used By The Characters offers a compelling window into how dialogue
and character interactions serve not only to advance the narrative but also
to deepen our understanding of the thematic core of the story. This
screenplay excerpt captures a tense, emotionally charged moment during the
Rwandan genocide, where language becomes a powerful tool for expressing fear,
hope, resistance, and complicity. Analyzing the language choices made by the
characters reveals the screenplay's nuanced approach to portraying human
behavior under extreme circumstances, illustrating how dialogue functions as
both a reflection of individual psychology and a commentary on societal
divisions.

---

The Importance of Language in Screenplay and
Literary Analysis
Language is the primary medium through which characters express their
internal states and shape the audience’s perception. In screenplays, dialogue
is especially vital because it must be concise yet evocative, often carrying
layers of meaning with minimal words. When analyzing a screenplay excerpt
like that from Hotel Rwanda, understanding the subtleties of language—such as
tone, diction, and syntax—becomes crucial for interpreting character
motivations and underlying themes.

Key aspects of language analysis include:

Vocal tone and emotional undercurrents

Choice of words and their connotations

Use of silence and pauses

Dialect, slang, and cultural references

In the context of Hotel Rwanda, these elements are especially significant
because they highlight the contrast between characters’ internal struggles
and outward social interactions, revealing how language can serve as both a
shield and a weapon.



---

Character Language and Its Role in Conveying
Themes
Different characters in Hotel Rwanda employ distinctive language patterns
that underscore their roles, backgrounds, and moral perspectives. Analyzing
these patterns illuminates the screenplay’s exploration of themes such as
humanity, morality, and survival.

Hutu Characters and the Use of Divisive Language
The Hutu characters often use language that reflects societal indoctrination
and propaganda. Their speech is marked by:

Dehumanizing terms—referring to Tutsi as “cockroaches” or “beasts”

Hate-filled rhetoric that fosters division

Authoritative and commanding tone to maintain control

This language not only exemplifies the societal conditioning but also
highlights the danger of language used to justify violence.

Tutsi Characters and Their Expressive Dialogue
Conversely, the Tutsi characters’ language tends to be more restrained yet
emotionally charged:

Language that emphasizes shared identity and resilience

Use of subtle, respectful diction conveying dignity

Expressions of hope and human connection amidst chaos

Their speech often contains coded language, signaling solidarity and
resistance despite peril.

International Characters and the Use of Empathetic
Language
The foreign characters, such as those representing the UN or aid workers,
often employ language that:

Highlights moral ambiguity and helplessness



Uses diplomatic or cautious phrasing to avoid conflict

Expresses empathy and moral outrage

This contrast underscores the global dimension of the crisis and the
limitations of international intervention.

---

Analyzing Specific Language Devices in the
Excerpt
The screenplay excerpt employs various literary devices to heighten emotional
impact and underscore thematic messages.

Repetition and Parallelism
Repetition of certain phrases or words emphasizes key themes, such as fear or
hope. For example, characters might repeat phrases like “We must survive” or
“Stay strong,” reinforcing their resolve.

Metaphor and Imagery
Metaphoric language, such as describing violence as a “storm” or “fire,”
creates vivid imagery that helps viewers grasp the chaos and destruction.
These metaphors also evoke emotional responses and deepen thematic resonance.

Dialogue as a Reflection of Power Dynamics
Language reveals power relationships—those wielding authority use commanding
language, while victims often speak with pleading or subdued tones. Analyzing
who speaks and how they speak uncovers underlying social hierarchies and
moral dilemmas.

---

The Impact of Language on Audience Perception
The screenplay’s dialogue influences how viewers emotionally engage with the
characters and their stories. For instance:

Empathetic language fosters connection with victims

Dehumanizing language incites outrage against perpetrators



Subtle hints of resistance inspire hope

This strategic use of language ensures that the audience not only witnesses
but also feels the moral complexities of the genocide.

---

Conclusion: The Power of Language in Conveying
Humanity in Hotel Rwanda
The screenplay excerpt from Hotel Rwanda demonstrates that language is a
vital storytelling device that shapes character development, reinforces
themes, and evokes emotional responses. By paying close attention to the
words characters choose, their tone, and their interactions, viewers gain
insight into the psychological landscape of individuals amidst one of
history’s darkest chapters. The nuanced use of language underscores the
screenplay’s broader message—that even in the face of unimaginable horror,
human dignity and resilience can be expressed through words. Analyzing these
linguistic choices enriches our understanding of the narrative’s depth and
the enduring importance of language as a tool for both division and unity.

---

In summary, this literary analysis underscores how the language used by
characters in the Hotel Rwanda screenplay serves as a mirror to their inner
worlds and a reflection of the societal tensions that fuel conflict. Through
careful examination of dialogue and speech patterns, audiences can better
appreciate the screenplay’s artistry and its powerful commentary on the human
condition.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does the language used by the characters in the
Hotel Rwanda screenplay reflect the cultural context
of the Rwandan genocide?
The characters' language incorporates indigenous phrases, colloquialisms, and
tone that reveal cultural identities and tensions, highlighting the societal
divisions and emotional states during the genocide.

In what ways does the dialogue in the screenplay
convey the characters' moral dilemmas and internal



conflicts?
The dialogue features hesitant speech, conflicting statements, and moments of
silence that expose characters' inner struggles, emphasizing their moral
dilemmas amidst chaos.

How does the choice of language contribute to the
development of characters in the screenplay?
The characters’ language choices—formal, informal, or frantic—help define
their personalities, backgrounds, and reactions to the unfolding crisis,
making them more nuanced and relatable.

What role does tone and diction play in establishing
the emotional intensity of scenes in the screenplay?
Tone and diction—such as urgent commands, desperate pleas, or calm
directives—heighten emotional impact and immerse viewers in the characters’
experiences during pivotal moments.

How does the screenplay use language to depict power
dynamics between characters?
Language patterns, including authoritative commands or submissive responses,
illustrate shifts in power, control, and influence among characters in the
tense environment.

What literary devices are evident in the characters’
speech, and how do they enhance the storytelling?
Devices such as repetition, euphemism, and rhetorical questions are used to
emphasize key themes, reveal character intentions, and heighten dramatic
tension.

How does the screenplay's language reflect the
themes of fear, hope, and resilience?
The language oscillates between despairing phrases and uplifting messages,
capturing the emotional spectrum and highlighting characters’ resilience
amidst adversity.

In what ways does dialogue reveal cultural and
political tensions in the screenplay?
Dialogue includes references to ethnic identities, political allegiances, and
societal divisions, which expose underlying tensions fueling the conflict.



How does the screenplay balance realism and
emotional impact through character language choices?
The language combines authentic speech patterns with heightened emotional
expressions, creating a realistic yet compelling portrayal of the characters’
experiences.

Additional Resources
LITERARY ANALYSIS: In This Excerpt From The Screenplay Of Hotel Rwanda, The
Language Used By The Characters offers a compelling lens through which to
examine the power of dialogue and diction in shaping narrative, character
development, and emotional resonance. Screenplays, much like literary texts,
rely heavily on language—not only to advance the plot but also to build
tension, reveal inner conflicts, and evoke empathy. This analysis explores
how the specific choices of words, tone, and dialogue structure in this
excerpt contribute to the film’s overarching themes of humanity, survival,
and moral courage.

---

The Significance of Language in Screenplay and Literary Analysis

Before delving into the specifics, it’s important to understand why language
in screenplays warrants a detailed literary analysis. Unlike novels, where
internal monologue and descriptive prose are prominent, screenplays depend on
spoken dialogue and visual cues to tell the story. Therefore, the language
characters use becomes a primary vehicle for conveying subtext, cultural
context, and emotional states. Analyzing these linguistic choices reveals not
only character traits but also societal attitudes and ethical dilemmas
embedded within the narrative.

---

Contextualizing Hotel Rwanda’s Excerpt

The screenplay of Hotel Rwanda depicts the harrowing events of the Rwandan
genocide from the perspective of hotel manager Paul Rusesabagina. The
characters’ dialogues reflect their cultural background, moral struggles, and
evolving relationships amidst chaos. The excerpt in question likely features
intense exchanges between characters like Paul, the hotel staff, and the
refugees—each using language that underscores their individual roles and
emotional journeys.

In analyzing this excerpt, we focus on three main aspects:

- The diction and tone employed by characters
- The use of subtext and implications within dialogue
- How language reflects character development and thematic elements



---

Diction and Tone: The Power of Word Choice

Formality vs. Informality

In tense situations, characters often shift between formal and informal
language to signal relationships or emotional states. For example:

- Formal speech might be used by Paul when negotiating with UN officials or
the militia, emphasizing professionalism and a desire to maintain civility
despite chaos.
- Informal speech among hotel staff or refugees reflects familiarity,
camaraderie, or desperation.

This shift influences how audiences perceive credibility, authority, and
vulnerability.

Specific Word Choices

The screenplay’s language is carefully crafted to evoke emotional responses.
For instance:

- Words like "danger," "kill," "escape," or "risk" create a sense of
immediacy and peril.
- Phrases such as "we have no choice," or "it’s our only hope," reveal
desperation and resilience simultaneously.

Analyzing such diction reveals how characters’ language encapsulates their
internal conflicts—balancing hope against despair.

Tone and Mood

The tone fluctuates between:

- Urgent and tense, during negotiations or threats
- Hopeful or resigned, during moments of reflection or decision-making

The screenplay’s language manipulates tone effectively, guiding audiences’
emotional engagement with the characters’ experiences.

---

Subtext and Implication: Beyond the Words

Dialogue in Hotel Rwanda often carries layers of meaning. Characters may say
one thing but imply another, especially in situations where directness could
be dangerous.

Examples of Subtext



- When a character says, "We’re safe here," it might mask underlying fears or
doubts.
- A line like "They’re coming for us," could be an expression of reality or a
metaphor for impending doom.

Analyzing these subtleties reveals how characters communicate unspoken fears
and hopes, enriching the narrative’s emotional depth.

Cultural and Political Context

Language also reflects cultural tensions and power dynamics. For example:

- The use of Kinyarwanda versus English or French indicates cultural identity
and access to authority.
- Formal commands or respectful titles may reflect societal hierarchies, even
amid chaos.

Understanding these linguistic nuances deepens our appreciation of the
characters’ interactions and the broader societal commentary.

---

Character Development Through Language

Paul Rusesabagina

As the protagonist, Paul’s language evolves from diplomatic and composed to
increasingly desperate but still resilient. His diction shifts to reflect:

- His initial role as a hotel manager trying to maintain order
- His moral awakening and resolve to protect others at all costs

The Refugees and Staff

Their language often conveys fear, hope, or defiance:

- The refugees may use pleading language, emphasizing their vulnerability.
- Staff members might display courage through assertive speech, or despair
through resigned tones.

Antagonists and External Forces

Militia members or UN officials have language that signifies authority,
indifference, or menace, contributing to the narrative tension.

---

How Language Reinforces Themes

Humanity and Inhumanity



The screenplay’s dialogue underscores the contrast between acts of compassion
and brutality. Words like "forgive," "help," or "we must survive" highlight
human resilience, whereas threats or dehumanizing language reflect violence.

Moral Courage and Morality

Characters’ language choices reveal their moral compass. For example:

- When Paul persuades others to trust him, his speech embodies conviction.
- Conversely, language used by perpetrators emphasizes their cruelty or
indifference.

Survival and Hope

Hope manifests through optimistic phrases or promises, while despair is
conveyed through resignation.

---

Practical Tips for Literary Analysis of Screenplay Language

1. Identify key dialogue passages and examine word choice, tone, and context.
2. Note shifts in diction that indicate changes in character emotion or
situation.
3. Look for subtext—what characters are implying beyond their words.
4. Compare language used by different characters to understand power
dynamics.
5. Explore cultural and historical references embedded in dialogue.

---

Conclusion

LITERARY ANALYSIS: In This Excerpt From The Screenplay Of Hotel Rwanda, The
Language Used By The Characters reveals how carefully crafted dialogue
contributes to storytelling’s emotional and thematic depth. By dissecting
diction, tone, subtext, and character-specific language choices, we gain
insight into the complex human experiences depicted in the film. Such
analysis underscores the vital role of language in shaping narrative,
fostering empathy, and illuminating moral questions—an essential facet of
literary and screenplay critique. Whether examining moments of hope amid
despair or authority wielded through words, the language of Hotel Rwanda
exemplifies how dialogue can serve as both a mirror and a lens for
understanding human resilience in the face of atrocity.
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