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In the world of academic writing, crafting a compelling argument is only part of the process. To ensure
your essay or assignment leaves a lasting impression, it is crucial to conclude effectively. A well-written
conclusion not only summarizes your main points but also reinforces your thesis and leaves the reader with
a clear understanding of your stance. For students who have already written their arguments but find
themselves uncertain about how to finalize their work, knowing how to revise and add a strong conclusion

can significantly elevate the quality of their writing.

This comprehensive guide aims to help students understand the importance of a conclusion, how to craft an
impactful ending, and practical steps to revise their existing arguments by adding a compelling conclusion.
Whether you're working on an argumentative essay, research paper, or any form of academic writing,

mastering the art of concluding will improve your overall writing skills and academic performance.

Understanding the Purpose of a Conclusion

Why Is a Conclusion Important?

A conclusion serves as the final opportunity to leave an impression on your reader. It ties together your
entire argument, reinforcing your key points and demonstrating how they support your thesis statement.
‘Without a proper conclusion, your writing may feel incomplete or unresolved, which can weaken the

overall impact of your work.
The main purposes of a conclusion include:

- Summarizing Main Points: Restating the core arguments or findings in a concise manner.
- Restating the Thesis: Reinforcing your primary position or hypothesis.
- Providing Closure: Leaving the reader with a sense of completeness.

- Encouraging Further Thought or Action: Suggesting implications, solutions, or future research.



Common Mistakes in Conclusions

Many students struggle with writing effective conclusions. Common pitfalls include:
- Introducing new information or arguments not covered in the body.

- Being overly repetitive without adding value.

- Ending abruptly without a clear final thought.

- Making vague or generic statements that lack impact.

Understanding these mistakes helps in crafting a conclusion that truly enhances your argument.

How to Revise Your Argument by Adding a Strong Concluding
Paragraph

Step 1: Review Your Existing Content

Before adding a conclusion, thoroughly review your entire argument. Identify:

- Your thesis statement (the main claim or position).
- The key supporting points or evidence.

- Any counterarguments addressed.

This review ensures your conclusion aligns with the core message of your essay.

Step 2: Identify the Main Takeaways

Determine what you want the reader to remember after finishing your paper. These are the essential

points that should be emphasized in your conclusion.

For example:
- The significance of your argument.
- The implications of your findings.

- Any calls to action or recommendations.



Step 3: Craft a Clear and Concise Restatement of Your Thesis

Rephrase your thesis statement to reinforce your position without simply copying it from the introduction.
This restatement should reflect the development of your argument and how your evidence supports your

claim.

Step 4: Summarize Key Supporting Points

Briefly recap the main arguments or evidence you presented. Avoid lengthy repetition; instead, aim for a

summarized synthesis that highlights the strength of your case.
Example format:

- "As demonstrated, [supporting point 1], [supporting point 2], and [supporting point 3] all contribute to the

understanding that..."

Step 5: Add a Thought-Provoking Closing Statement

End your conclusion with a statement that leaves a lasting impression. This could be:
- A call to action.

- A question for further reflection.

- A statement about the broader significance of your argument.

Effective Techniques for Writing a Concluding Paragraph

1. Use Signposting Language

Begin your conclusion with phrases like:

- "In conclusion..."
- "To sum up..."
- "Ultimately..."

- "Therefore..."



These signals prepare the reader for the final summary.

2. Be Concise and Focused

Avoid introducing new ideas or going off-topic. Keep your conclusion focused on wrapping up your

argument.

3. Incorporate Persuasive or Reflective Language

Use strong, confident language to emphasize your main points. For example:
- "This evidence clearly demonstrates..."

- "It is evident that..."

- "This analysis underscores the importance of..."

4. End with a Call to Action or Thought

Encourage your reader to think further or take action. For example:

- "Understanding this issue is crucial for..."
- "Future research should focus on..."

- "It is imperative that policymakers consider..."

Sample Structure for Adding a Conclusion

1. Restate Thesis: Paraphrase your main argument.
2. Summarize Main Points: Highlight the key supporting ideas.

3. Final Reflection or Call to Action: Leave the reader with a thought or next step.
Sample concluding paragraph:
In conclusion, the evidence demonstrates that implementing renewable energy solutions is essential for

combating climate change. The transition to sustainable sources reduces greenhouse gas emissions, promotes

economic growth through green jobs, and ensures energy security for future generations. Recognizing



these benefits underscores the urgency for policymakers and communities to prioritize renewable energy
initiatives. Ultimately, embracing sustainable practices is not just an environmental necessity but a moral

obligation for a healthier planet.

Additional Tips for Revising Your Argument and Adding a
Concluding Paragraph

- Check coherence: Ensure your conclusion logically follows from the body of your essay.

- Maintain tone: Keep your conclusion consistent with the tone and style of your essay.

- Avoid repetition: Rephrase ideas instead of copying phrases from earlier sections.

- Use transition words: Help your conclusion flow smoothly with words like "furthermore," "moreover,"

"consequently,” and "thus."

Why Students Should Prioritize a Strong Conclusion in Their

Revisions

A powerful conclusion not only solidifies your argument but also enhances readability and persuasiveness.
Students often focus heavily on the introduction and body but underestimate the importance of a closing

paragraph. Revising to add or improve your conclusion can:

- Improve clarity and impact.
- Demonstrate critical thinking and synthesis.
- Help achieve higher grades.

- Leave a memorable final impression on your reader.

Final Thoughts: Mastering the Art of the Conclusion

Adding a conclusion to an existing argument may seem daunting at first, but with a clear understanding of
its purpose and structure, it becomes a manageable and rewarding task. Remember to revisit your main

points, reinforce your thesis, and leave your reader with something to ponder. Practice these techniques



consistently, and you will see a marked improvement in the quality of your academic writing.

By carefully revising and adding a compelling conclusion, you not only enhance your current work but
also develop valuable skills that will serve you well across all your academic and professional endeavors. So,

take a deep breath, review your argument, and craft a conclusion that leaves no doubt about your position!
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Frequently Asked Questions

‘What should be included in a strong concluding paragraph for an
argument?

A strong conclusion should restate the main argument, summarize key points, and provide a final thought

or call to action to leave a lasting impression.

How can I effectively revise my argument to include a compelling

conclusion?

Review your main points, identify your thesis, and craft a conclusion that synthesizes your ideas while

reinforcing your stance, ensuring it ties everything together.

What are common mistakes to avoid when writing a conclusion for an
argument?

Avoid introducing new information, being repetitive, or making vague statements. Instead, focus on

providing a clear, concise summary that emphasizes your main argument.



How long should my concluding paragraph be in relation to my
argument?

Typically, a conclusion should be about 5-10% of the total essay length—long enough to effectively

summarize but concise enough to avoid redundancy.

Can I include a call to action in my conclusion, and is it effective?

Yes, including a call to action can be effective, especially if it encourages the reader to think further or take

specific steps related to your argument.

What transition words can I use to signal the conclusion of my argument?

Use words like 'In conclusion,' 'To sum up,' 'Ultimately,' "Therefore,’ or 'In summary"' to clearly indicate

your concluding remarks.

Is it necessary to restate my thesis in the conclusion?

Restating your thesis helps reinforce your main argument and reminds the reader of your position, making

it an essential part of a strong conclusion.

How can I make my conclusion more impactful?

End with a powerful statement, a thought-provoking question, or a call to action that leaves the reader

considering your argument beyond the essay.

Additional Resources

PLS! HELP MEEEEEEEE FASTI!A Student Has Written An Argument And Wants To Revise It By
Adding A Concluding — these frantic words echo the common panic students feel when finalizing their
essays. Crafting a compelling argument is only half the battle; the conclusion serves as the final impression,
summarizing your points and leaving a lasting impact on your reader. If you're rushing to revise your
essay by adding a conclusion, this guide will walk you through a comprehensive process to craft an

effective, impactful ending that ties everything together seamlessly.

Why a Strong Conclusion Matters

Before diving into the how-to, it’s crucial to understand why a conclusion is so essential in an argument

essay. It’s your last chance to:



- Summarize key points clearly

- Reinforce your thesis or main argument
- Respond to potential counterarguments
- Leave a memorable impression

- Provide closure, preventing the reader from feeling the essay is incomplete

A weak or missing conclusion can leave your essay feeling abrupt, while a well-crafted one elevates your

work to a polished piece of writing.

Quick Tips for Adding a Conclusion Under Time Pressure
If you're in a rush, here’s a quick checklist:

- Restate your thesis in different words

- Summarize 2-3 main supporting points

- End with a thought-provoking statement or call to action
- Keep it concise—about 3-5 sentences

- Avoid introducing new information

Now, let’s explore the detailed steps to craft an effective conclusion.

Step-by-Step Guide to Revising Your Argument with a Concluding Paragraph

1. Revisit Your Thesis Statement

Start by revisiting your original thesis. It’s the core of your argument, so your conclusion should echo and

reinforce it.

- Restate in a fresh way: Don’t copy-paste; paraphrase to reaffirm your main stance.

- Ensure clarity: Your thesis should be clear and concise, setting the tone for your conclusion.

Example:

Original thesis: “Implementing renewable energy sources is essential for combating climate change.”
Revised for conclusion: “In conclusion, transitioning to renewable energy is vital for addressing the urgent
challenges posed by climate change.”

2. Summarize Your Main Supporting Points

Identify the 2-3 strongest points you made in your essay, then craft a brief summary.



Tips for effective summarization:

- Be concise; avoid repeating entire paragraphs.

- Focus on the most compelling evidence or arguments.

- Use transition words like “Firstly,” “Moreover,” “Additionally,” “In conclusion,” etc.
Example:

“In summary, renewable energy reduces greenhouse gas emissions, promotes sustainable development, and
decreases dependence on fossil fuels.”

3. Connect Back to the Broader Context

Help your reader understand the significance of your argument beyond your essay.
Ways to do this:

- Highlight the implications of your argument.

- Connect to current events or future considerations.

- Emphasize the importance of action or awareness.

Example:

“Given the escalating climate crisis, embracing renewable energy is not just an option but an urgent
necessity for future generations.”

4. End with a Strong Closing Statement

Your final sentence should leave a lasting impression.

Strategies for impactful closings:

- Call to action: Encourage the reader to think or act.

- Thought-provoking question: Leave the reader pondering.

- Future outlook: Point to upcoming developments or solutions.

- Quotation: Use a relevant, compelling quote (if appropriate).

Example:

“Only by making bold shifts today can we hope to secure a sustainable tomorrow.”

Common Structures for a Concluding Paragraph

Choosing the right structure can streamline your revision process. Here are some popular formats:



1. The Restate-Reflect-Call to Action

- Restate your thesis
- Briefly reflect on the main points

- End with a call to action or a powerful statement

Sample:
“In summary, adopting renewable energy sources is critical. By reducing emissions, fostering innovation,

and encouraging policy change, we can combat climate change effectively. Now is the time to act.”

2. The Broader Implication Approach

- Summarize main points

- Discuss the larger significance or future implications

Sample:
“As the world faces unprecedented environmental challenges, our transition to renewable energy signals
hope for a sustainable future. It is imperative that policymakers, industries, and individuals work together

to make this vision a reality.”

3. The Quotation or Call-to-Action Ending

- Summarize briefly

- End with an inspiring quote or a direct appeal

Sample:
“As Mahatma Gandhi once said, “The future depends on what we do in the present.’ It’s our responsibility

to harness renewable energy now to build a healthier planet.”

Additional Tips for a Fast and Effective Revision

- Use bullet points: Jot down your main points and thesis to quickly visualize your conclusion.
- Keep it brief: Aim for 3-5 sentences; focus on clarity.

- Avoid introducing new ideas: Your conclusion should synthesize, not add.

- Check for coherence: Make sure your conclusion aligns with your introduction and body.

- Use transition words: These help signal to the reader that your essay is wrapping up.

Final Checklist Before Submitting



Does the conclusion restate the thesis in a new way?

Have I summarized my key supporting points?

Is the tone confident and conclusive?

-[]
-[]
- [ ] Does it connect to the broader context or implications?
-[]
- [ ] Is it free of new information or unrelated ideas?

-[]

Is it concise and impactful?

Conclusion

Adding a concluding paragraph when revising an argument essay might seem daunting, especially under
tight deadlines. However, with a structured approach—revisiting your thesis, summarizing key points, and
ending with a memorable statement—you can craft a compelling conclusion quickly. Remember, your
conclusion is your last chance to leave an impression, so make it count. Take a deep breath, follow these

steps, and turn your frantic plea into a polished, persuasive ending that elevates your entire essay.
Good luck! You've got this.
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