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Writing a research paper about the Little Rock Nine requires meticulous attention to detail, especially
when it comes to citing sources properly. A well-structured Works Cited page not only lends credibility to
your work but also adheres to academic standards such as MLA, APA, or Chicago style. In this article, we
will explore how to create a properly formatted Works Cited page specific to a research paper about the
Little Rock Nine, including essential components, formatting tips, and examples to guide you through the
process.

Understanding the Importance of a Proper Works Cited Page

A Works Cited page serves as a comprehensive list of all the sources referenced within your research
paper. It allows readers to verify your sources, further explore the topic, and gives proper credit to original
authors. For a paper about the Little Rock Nine—a pivotal event in American history—accurate citations
are especially important, given the wealth of primary and secondary sources available.

Types of Sources Commonly Used in Research on the Little Rock
Nine

Before creating your Works Cited page, identify the types of sources you have consulted:

Books and biographies about the Little Rock Nine

Academic journal articles analyzing the event

Newspaper articles and archival reports



Documentaries and interviews

Official government records and reports

Online resources and reputable websites

Understanding these source types helps determine the correct citation format and ensures consistency.

Guidelines for Creating a Properly Formatted Works Cited Page

Creating an effective Works Cited page involves adhering to specific formatting rules. Here are key
guidelines to follow:

1. Choose the Appropriate Citation Style

Depending on your academic institution or instructor, you may need to use MLA, APA, or Chicago style.
For this guide, we will focus primarily on MLA style, which is commonly used in humanities research.

2. Organize Sources Alphabetically

Arrange entries alphabetically by the author's last name or by the title if no author is available.

3. Use Proper Hanging Indentations

Each entry should have a hanging indent, meaning the first line is flush left, and subsequent lines are
indented by 0.5 inches.

4. Include Complete Citation Details

Ensure each entry contains all necessary information—author, title, publisher, publication date, page
numbers, URL, etc.—depending on the source type.



5. Maintain Consistency

Apply the same formatting style throughout the Works Cited page to maintain professionalism and clarity.

Sample Entries for a Works Cited Page on the Little Rock Nine

Below are examples of correctly formatted entries for different source types related to the Little Rock
Nine, based on MLA guidelines.

Books

Gordon, Linda. The Little Rock Nine: A Personal History. University Press, 2012.

Journal Articles

Smith, James. “Desegregation and Resistance: The Little Rock Nine in Context.” Journal of American
History, vol. 89, no. 4, 2003, pp. 1245–1265.

Newspaper Articles

Johnson, Mark. “Remembering the Little Rock Nine: A Journey of Courage.” New York Times, 15
Sept. 2020, p. A1.

Online Resources

Little Rock Central High School National Historic Site. “The Little Rock Nine.” National Park
Service, 2023, https://www.nps.gov/chsc/learn/historyculture/lr-nine.htm.

https://www.nps.gov/chsc/learn/historyculture/lr-nine.htm


Government Reports

U.S. Department of Education. Desegregation in American Schools: The Little Rock Nine.
Government Printing Office, 2010.

Step-by-Step Process to Create Your Works Cited Page

Follow these steps to assemble your Works Cited page effectively:

Gather all your sources: Collect all materials cited or consulted during your research.1.

Determine citation format: Confirm whether MLA, APA, or Chicago style is required.2.

Format each source: Use style-specific guidelines to create entries.3.

Organize alphabetically: Arrange entries from A to Z by author surname or title.4.

Apply indentation: Use hanging indentation for each entry.5.

Review for accuracy: Check for completeness and correctness in each citation.6.

Format the page: Title the page as “Works Cited,” centered at the top, and ensure consistent margins.7.

Additional Tips for a Flawless Works Cited Page

- Use citation generators cautiously: While tools like EasyBib or Citation Machine can help, always verify
generated citations against official style guides.
- Include DOI or URLs for online sources: Provide persistent links when available.
- Update your citations: Ensure all references cited in the body of your paper are included in the Works
Cited page.
- Use italics and quotation marks correctly: Titles of books and websites are italicized; article titles are in
quotation marks or italics depending on style.



Common Mistakes to Avoid

- Missing or incomplete citation details
- Mixing citation styles within the same page
- Incorrect indentation or spacing
- Listing sources not cited in the paper
- Typos or misspelled author names and titles

Conclusion: Crafting an Effective Works Cited Page on the Little
Rock Nine

Creating a properly formatted Works Cited page is an essential component of academic writing, particularly
when exploring significant historical events like the Little Rock Nine. By understanding the types of
sources used, adhering to citation style guidelines, and paying attention to formatting details, you can
produce a professional and credible list of references. Proper citations not only strengthen your research
paper but also demonstrate your scholarly integrity and respect for original authors. With careful
organization and attention to detail, your Works Cited page will effectively complement your research,
providing readers with clear pathways to explore the inspiring story of the Little Rock Nine.

---

Remember: Always consult your instructor’s guidelines or style manuals for specific formatting
requirements, and double-check each citation for accuracy before submitting your research paper.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key components to include in a Works Cited page for a
research paper about the Little Rock Nine?
The key components include full citations of all sources referenced in the paper, such as books, articles, and
websites, formatted according to the required citation style (MLA, APA, etc.), including author names,
titles, publication dates, and access information if applicable.

How should I cite a book about the Little Rock Nine in my Works Cited
page?
In MLA format, a book citation should include the author's name, the book title italicized, publisher,



publication year, and page numbers if referencing specific sections. For example: Smith, John. The Little
Rock Nine: A History. University Press, 2015.

What is the proper way to cite a website related to the Little Rock Nine?
Include the author (if available), webpage title in quotation marks, website name in italics, publisher or
sponsor (if available), publication date, and URL. For example: Johnson, Lisa. "The Legacy of the Little
Rock Nine." History.com, A&E Television Networks, 2020,
www.history.com/topics/black-history/little-rock-nine.

Are there specific formatting rules I should follow for a Works Cited page
about the Little Rock Nine?
Yes, follow the specific style guide required by your assignment (MLA, APA, Chicago). Generally, entries
should be alphabetized, double-spaced, with a hanging indent, and formatted consistently throughout the
page.

How do I cite a documentary or video about the Little Rock Nine?
Cite the producer or director, title in italics, year of release, format, and access information. For example:
PBS. The Little Rock Nine. 2010. DVD. Accessed 10 Oct. 2023.

What are common mistakes to avoid when creating a Works Cited page
for a research paper on the Little Rock Nine?
Common mistakes include incomplete citations, incorrect formatting, missing publication details,
inconsistent style, and failing to alphabetize entries or use proper indentation. Always double-check
citations for accuracy.

Why is it important to include a properly formatted Works Cited page in
a research paper about the Little Rock Nine?
A properly formatted Works Cited page gives credit to original authors, enhances the credibility of your
work, allows readers to locate your sources for further research, and demonstrates academic integrity and
attention to detail.

Additional Resources
PromptCreate A Properly Formatted Works Cited Page For A Research Paper About The Little Rock
Nine: An In-Depth Guide to Effective Citation Practices



Crafting a comprehensive and correctly formatted Works Cited page is a vital component of producing a
credible and scholarly research paper, especially when exploring significant historical topics such as the
Little Rock Nine. Proper citation not only attributes credit to original authors but also enhances the
credibility and professionalism of your work. This article provides an extensive overview of how to create
a properly formatted Works Cited page, focusing specifically on research about the Little Rock Nine, a
pivotal event in the Civil Rights Movement. Through detailed explanations, best practices, and examples,
this guide aims to equip students and researchers with the skills necessary to produce impeccable citations
aligned with academic standards.

Understanding the Importance of a Properly Formatted Works
Cited Page

Before delving into specific formatting styles and examples, it’s crucial to understand why a well-organized
Works Cited page is essential. Proper citation:

- Acknowledges original authors and sources, avoiding plagiarism.
- Demonstrates scholarly integrity and meticulous research.
- Allows readers to locate sources for further study.
- Adds credibility and professionalism to your paper.

In the context of research about the Little Rock Nine, which involves sensitive historical narratives and
diverse source types, meticulous citation is especially important. It ensures that your interpretation is
grounded in credible sources and that your work respects the legacies of those involved.

Choosing the Correct Citation Style

Different academic disciplines favor specific citation styles. For history and social sciences, the most common
styles are:

- MLA (Modern Language Association): Frequently used in humanities, especially literature and cultural
studies.
- APA (American Psychological Association): Common in social sciences and psychology.
- Chicago/Turabian: Preferred in history and some social sciences for its flexibility and detailed formatting.

For a research paper about the Little Rock Nine, MLA and Chicago styles are typically recommended. This
guide will focus on MLA formatting, given its widespread use in history papers, but will also highlight
differences with Chicago style when relevant.

---



Structuring a Proper Works Cited Page

A well-structured Works Cited page should adhere to specific formatting rules:

- Page placement: Located at the end of the paper on a new page.
- Title: Centered at the top, labeled "Works Cited" (MLA) or "References" (APA, but less common for
history).
- Entries: Double-spaced with hanging indentation (first line flush left, subsequent lines indented).
- Alphabetical order: Entries are organized alphabetically by the author's last name.
- Consistency: Uniform formatting throughout.

This structure promotes clarity and ease of navigation for readers seeking to verify sources or explore
further.

---

Essential Components of Citations for the Little Rock Nine
Research

When citing sources related to the Little Rock Nine, common source types include:

- Books
- Journal articles
- Government or archival documents
- Newspaper articles
- Interviews and personal communications
- Websites and online resources

Each source type has specific formatting rules. Below, we examine each with examples.

---

Books

Features:

- Author(s)
- Title (italicized or underlined)



- Publisher
- Year of publication
- Relevant page numbers (if citing specific sections)

Example (MLA):

Fisher, Grace. The Little Rock Nine: A Courageous Fight for Justice. University Press, 2018.

Pros:

- Provides comprehensive background
- Often peer-reviewed or authoritative

Cons:

- May be expensive or less accessible
- Some older sources may be outdated

---

Journal Articles

Features:

- Author(s)
- Article title (in quotation marks)
- Journal name (italicized)
- Volume and issue number
- Year
- Page range
- DOI or URL if online

Example (MLA):

Johnson, Mark. "Desegregation and Resistance: The Little Rock Nine in Historical Perspective." Journal of
Civil Rights History, vol. 15, no. 2, 2020, pp. 45-67. https://doi.org/10.1234/jcrh.v15i2.5678.

Pros:

- Offers scholarly analysis
- Usually peer-reviewed



Cons:

- Access may require subscriptions
- May be complex for beginners

---

Archival and Government Documents

Features:

- Agency or author
- Document title
- Collection or report title
- Date
- Repository or archive name
- URL or document number

Example (MLA):

Arkansas State Archives. "Records of the Little Rock Nine Integration Efforts." 1957. Arkansas State
Archives, www.arkansasarchives.gov/littlerocknine.

Pros:

- Primary sources providing original data
- Adds authenticity

Cons:

- Can be difficult to locate
- May have restricted access

---

Newspaper Articles

Features:

- Author



- Article title
- Newspaper name (italicized)
- Date of publication
- Page number or section
- URL if online

Example (MLA):

Smith, Laura. "Fiftieth Anniversary of Little Rock Integration." The New York Times, 24 Sept. 2007, p.
A12. https://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/24/.

Pros:

- Contextual contemporary accounts
- Accessible for public audiences

Cons:

- May contain bias or sensationalism
- Not always scholarly

---

Interviews and Personal Communications

Features:

- Name of person interviewed
- Description (if relevant)
- Date
- Medium (interview, email, etc.)

Example (MLA):

Johnson, Elizabeth. Interview by author. 10 March 2023.

Pros:

- Provides firsthand insights
- Unique perspectives

Cons:



- Not retrievable by others
- Needs permission and proper citation

---

Websites and Online Resources

Features:

- Author or organization
- Title of webpage or article
- Website name
- Publisher or sponsor
- Date of publication or last update
- URL
- Access date (optional but recommended)

Example (MLA):

National Archives. "Little Rock Central High School Desegregation." U.S. National Archives, 2022,
www.archives.gov/research/african-americans/littlerock. Accessed 15 Oct. 2023.

Pros:

- Easily accessible
- Often updated

Cons:

- Varying credibility
- Requires evaluation for reliability

---

Formatting Tips and Best Practices

To ensure your Works Cited page is impeccable, consider the following tips:

- Use a citation generator cautiously: Tools like Zotero, EasyBib, or Citation Machine can help, but always
review for accuracy.



- Double-check formatting: Pay close attention to italics, punctuation, and indentation.
- Include all necessary information: Missing details can hinder source location.
- Stay consistent: Use the same citation style throughout.
- Update URLs and access dates: Especially for online sources, ensure links are current.

---

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

- Incorrect formatting: Familiarize yourself with style guides or use reputable tools.
- Incomplete citations: Always gather complete publication details.
- Mixing citation styles: Stick to one style (MLA or Chicago) as per your assignment guidelines.
- Ignoring primary sources: Incorporate original documents for authenticity.
- Neglecting to cite paraphrased information: Even paraphrased ideas require citation.

---

Sample Works Cited Page for a Research Paper on the Little
Rock Nine

Below is a sample MLA Works Cited page demonstrating correct formatting:

Works Cited

Arkansas State Archives. "Records of the Little Rock Nine Integration Efforts." 1957. Arkansas State
Archives, www.arkansasarchives.gov/littlerocknine.

Fisher, Grace. The Little Rock Nine: A Courageous Fight for Justice. University Press, 2018.

Johnson, Mark. "Desegregation and Resistance: The Little Rock Nine in Historical Perspective." Journal of
Civil Rights History, vol. 15, no. 2, 2020, pp. 45-67. https://doi.org/10.1234/jcrh.v15i2.5678.

Smith, Laura. "Fiftieth Anniversary of Little Rock Integration." The New York Times, 24 Sept. 2007, p.
A12. https://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/24/.

National Archives. "Little Rock Central High School Desegregation." U.S. National Archives, 2022,
www.archives.gov/research/african-americans/littlerock. Accessed 15 Oct. 2023.

---



Conclusion

Creating a properly formatted Works Cited page is an essential skill for producing credible, professional
research papers on historical topics such as the Little Rock Nine. By understanding the specific
requirements of citation styles like MLA and Chicago, carefully gathering source information, and adhering
to formatting rules, students and researchers can effectively attribute their
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