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The attack on Pear]l Harbor on December 7, 1941, stands as one of the most pivotal moments in United
States history. It marked a sudden and devastating assault that compelled the nation to enter World War IL.
President Franklin D. Roosevelt responded swiftly and decisively with speeches that rallied the American
people and outlined the nation's course of action. This article explores two significant speeches delivered by
President Roosevelt following the attack, analyzing their content, tone, and historical significance. We will
also examine how these speeches contributed to shaping American public opinion and policy during a

critical juncture in history.

Context of the Speeches

The Attack on Pearl Harbor

On the morning of December 7, 1941, the Imperial Japanese Navy launched a surprise military strike
against the United States naval base at Pear]l Harbor in Hawaii. The attack aimed to incapacitate the U.S.
Pacific Fleet, preventing interference with Japanese military operations in Southeast Asia. The assault
resulted in:

- Over 2,400 American deaths

- The destruction or damage of numerous ships and aircraft

- A profound shock across the nation

Immediate U.S. Response

In the aftermath, President Roosevelt addressed Congress and the American public to inform them of the
attack and to declare the nation’s stance. His speeches served as both a call to action and a declaration of war,

uniting Americans in the face of adversity.



President Roosevelt’s First Speech: The Fireside Chat of
December 8, 1941

Overview and Purpose

The first major speech by President Roosevelt following the attack was his radio address to the nation on
December 8, 1941. Known as a "fireside chat," it aimed to:

- Inform the American people about the attack

- Explain the gravity of the situation

- Garner support for a declaration of war against Japan

Key Excerpts and Their Significance

1. "Yesterday, December 7, 1941—a date which will live in infamy..."

This opening line immediately captures the gravity of the event, framing it as a historical moment
that will be remembered for generations. The phrase "date which will live in infamy" became

iconic, emphasizing the treacherous nature of the attack.

2. "The United States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the
Empire of Japan.”

Roosevelt underscores the premeditated nature of the attack, portraying it as an act of treachery that

demands a firm response.

3. "With confidence in our armed forces—with the unbounding determination of our people—we will

gain the inevitable triumph..."

Here, Roosevelt inspires resilience and unity, emphasizing the strength of the American spirit and

the inevitability of victory.

4. "No matter how long it may take us to overcome this premeditated invasion..."

This statement reflects resolve and patience, acknowledging the challenges ahead but affirming



American perseverance.

5. "With this declaration, the Congress has authorized the President to take such action as he deems
necessary..."

Roosevelt is setting the legal and constitutional foundation for the U.S. entry into World War I,

emphasizing the need for swift and decisive action.

Impact of the Speech

Roosevelt’s speech successfully rallied the American people, transforming shock and grief into a collective
resolve to go to war. It set the stage for the formal declaration of war against Japan and galvanized the

nation’s wartime effort.

President Roosevelt’s Second Speech: The War Declaration to
Congress

Overview and Purpose

On December 8, 1941, immediately after the attack, Roosevelt delivered a formal address to Congress
requesting a declaration of war against Japan. This speech was crucial in:

- Legitimizing the U.S. entry into World War II

- Outlining the reasons for war

- Uniting Congress and the American people

Key Excerpts and Their Analysis

1. "Yesterday, the United States was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the
Empire of Japan."

Reiterating the treacherous nature of the attack, Roosevelt emphasizes the unprovoked act of



aggression, which justifies immediate military response.

2. "No matter how long it may take us to overcome this premeditated invasion..."

This reaffirmation of resilience underscores the nation’s commitment to victory despite anticipated
hardships.

3. "It will be a war of justice, a war against aggression and for human rights."

Roosevelt frames the conflict as a moral crusade, appealing to the universal values of justice and

freedom.

4. "I believe I interpret the will of the Congress and of the people when I assert that we will not only

defend ourselves to the last, but we will also make the world safe for democracy."

This statement links the U.S. military response to broader ideals of democracy and global security,

rallying support for a prolonged conflict.

5. "T ask that Congress declare that since the unprovoked and dastardly attack by Japan on Sunday,
December 7, 1941, a state of war has existed between the United States and the Empire of Japan."

This formal request marks the official entry of the United States into World War I, emphasizing the

gravity and legitimacy of the decision.

Significance of the Speech

Roosevelt’s speech is a masterful blend of factual recounting, moral framing, and call to action. It effectively
mobilized the legislative body and the nation, transforming grief into a determined effort to achieve

victory.



Comparison of the Two Speeches

Tone and Language

- The December 8 fireside chat employs a comforting, rallying tone designed to unify and reassure the
American people.

- The war declaration speech is formal, authoritative, and emphasizes justice and moral responsibility.

Purpose and Audience

- The fireside chat aims to inform and inspire calm support among the general populace.

- The speech to Congress seeks legal authorization and official legitimacy for war.

Key Themes

- Both speeches highlight the treacherousness of the attack and the need for a resolute response.

- Roosevelt consistently frames the conflict as a moral and patriotic duty.

Historical Significance and Legacy

Shaping American Public Opinion

Roosevelt’s speeches were instrumental in transforming public sentiment from shock and grief to resolve
and patriotism. They fostered a collective identity based on unity and moral purpose, which was vital for

the wartime mobilization.

Legal and Political Impact

The speeches provided the constitutional and moral justification for the U.S. declaration of war. They also

set a precedent for presidential leadership during national crises.

Enduring Messages

- The phrase "date which will live in infamy" remains a powerful reminder of treachery and resilience.



- Roosevelt’s emphasis on justice, democracy, and unity continues to inspire American patriotism.

Conclusion

The two speeches given by President Franklin D. Roosevelt after the attack on Pearl Harbor exemplify
effective presidential leadership during a national crisis. Through emotive language, moral framing, and
decisive action, Roosevelt galvanized the American people and provided a clear moral and strategic
rationale for entering World War II. Their enduring legacy underscores the importance of leadership,
communication, and unity in facing unprecedented challenges. These speeches remain a testament to the

resilience and resolve of the United States in the face of adversity.
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By understanding the content and impact of these historic speeches, readers gain insight into the leadership
qualities that helped shape a nation during its most critical moments. Roosevelt’s words not only responded
to a tragic event but also reinforced core American values, inspiring perseverance and unity that carried

the nation through the tumultuous years of World War IIL

Frequently Asked Questions



What was President Roosevelt's main message in his speech following
the attack on Pearl Harbor?

President Roosevelt's main message was to inform the American people about the surprise attack by Japan,

to rally national unity, and to declare that the United States was now at war with Japan.

How did Roosevelt characterize the attack on Pearl Harbor in his
speeches?

Roosevelt described the attack as a treacherous and unprovoked act of aggression that sought to destroy

American naval and military strength, calling it a date that will live in infamy.

‘What call to action did Roosevelt make to the American people in his
speeches after Pear]l Harbor?

Roosevelt urged Americans to support the war effort, remain united, and prepare to respond decisively to
the attack by entering World War IL

How did Roosevelt attempt to justify the United States’ entry into World
War II in his speeches?

He justified it by emphasizing the need to defend freedom, respond to Japanese aggression, and uphold

justice and security for the nation and the world.

What historical significance do Roosevelt's speeches hold following the
Pearl Harbor attack?

His speeches are considered pivotal in rallying American support for entering World War II and are

remembered for their powerful rhetoric and national unity message during a critical moment in history.

Additional Resources

Read The Following Excerpts From Two Speeches Given By President Roosevelt After The Attack On
Pearl Harbor

The attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, marked a pivotal moment in world history. It drew the
United States into World War II, transforming the nation’s trajectory and galvanizing American resolve. In
the aftermath of this surprise assault, President Franklin D. Roosevelt addressed the nation twice—first in a
radio speech to declare war, and later in a subsequent address to rally support and articulate the nation’s

response. These speeches serve as enduring examples of presidential leadership during times of crisis,



capturing the emotional gravity, resolve, and strategic clarity that defined America's wartime stance.

Read The Following Excerpts From Two Speeches Given By President Roosevelt After The Attack On
Pearl Harbor. These speeches were crafted to unify the nation, justify the declaration of war, and outline
the path forward. Analyzing these speeches provides insight into how leadership communicates during

emergencies, the rhetorical strategies employed, and the historical significance of these addresses.

The Context of the Speeches: A Nation Under Shock and Resolve

Before delving into the speeches themselves, it is essential to understand the context in which President
Roosevelt delivered them. The attack on Pearl Harbor was a surprise military strike conducted by the
Imperial Japanese Navy against the United States naval base in Hawaii. It resulted in significant loss of life,

destruction of naval ships and aircraft, and a profound shock to the American public.

The initial reaction was one of disbelief and outrage. The nation was unprepared for such an assault on its
own soil, and the attack galvanized a sense of vulnerability but also a resolve to respond decisively.
Roosevelt’s words aimed to channel this collective emotion into a strategic and moral response, setting the

stage for America’s entry into World War IL

The First Speech: "Day of Infamy" — Declaring War on Japan

“Yesterday, December 7, 1941— a date which will live in infamy— the United States of America was

suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan.”

This opening line from Roosevelt’s speech on December 8, 1941, is among the most iconic in American
oratory. The phrase “a date which will live in infamy” encapsulates the gravity and permanence of the
event in the national consciousness. The speech was delivered to a joint session of Congress, a formal setting

that underscored the gravity of the decision to declare war.

Key Elements of Roosevelt’s War Declaration Speech

- Clear and Direct Language: Roosevelt’s choice of words was deliberate—"deliberately attacked,"
"unprovoked," and "hostile"—to emphasize the treacherous nature of Japan’s actions and to justify a
declaration of war.

- Moral Clarity: The speech frames the Japanese attack as a violation of international norms and a threat to
global peace, positioning the U.S. as a defender of justice.

- Appeal to Patriotism: Roosevelt calls upon Congress and the American people to unite and support the
war effort, emphasizing shared sacrifice and resolve.

- Strategic Justification: The speech clearly states that Japan’s aggression leaves the U.S. no choice but to



respond with military force.

Impact and Rhetorical Strategies

Roosevelt’s speech combines emotional appeal with logical reasoning. His use of vivid language and
historical references (e.g., the surprise attack) stirs patriotism and outrage. The phrase “a day which will
live in infamy” became emblematic of American resolve and has endured as a symbol of national unity in

crisis.

Furthermore, Roosevelt framed the war not only as a response to Japanese aggression but as a moral duty
to uphold justice and defend democracy. This framing helped garner broad political and public support,

essential for mobilizing a nation at war.

The Second Speech: Rallying the Nation — "A Call to Action"

Following the declaration of war, Roosevelt delivered a second notable speech, often seen as a rallying cry
to the American people. While the first speech focused on justification and formal declaration, this

subsequent address aimed to bolster morale and outline the nation’s path forward.

Main Themes and Messages

- Unity and Solidarity: Roosevelt emphasized that the United States was now united in purpose, calling
upon all Americans—regardless of background—to support the war effort.

- Defining the Enemy: While the initial speech identified Japan as the aggressor, this address broadened the
scope to include the Axis Powers (Germany and Italy), framing the conflict as a fight against totalitarian
regimes.

- Perseverance and Resilience: Roosevelt acknowledged the sacrifices ahead but reaffirmed the nation’s
strength and resilience.

- Call to Sacrifice: Roosevelt urged Americans to contribute in any way possible—serving in the military,

supporting war industries, or conserving resources.

Rhetorical Devices and Strategies

This speech employed inclusive language (“We will be with our adversaries, but we will win”),
emphasizing collective effort. Roosevelt’s tone was both firm and inspiring, seeking to transform shock and

grief into determined action.

The speech also referenced the broader ideological stakes—defending freedom, democracy, and

justice—making the war effort a moral crusade, thereby galvanizing support beyond mere retaliation.



Comparing the Two Speeches: Leadership in Crisis

While both speeches serve distinct purposes, they are interconnected in their underlying message of
resilience and resolve. Analyzing their differences and similarities reveals insights into effective

presidential communication during wartime.

| Aspect | First Speech (War Declaration) | Second Speech (Rallying Support) |
S S — |

| Purpose | Declare war and justify the decision | Maintain morale and mobilize the nation |

| Tone | Formal, urgent, decisive | Inspirational, inclusive, motivational |

| Audience | Congress, international community | American public and allies |

| Key Messages | Japan’s treacherous attack, necessity of war | Unity, resilience, broad ideological fight |

| Rhetorical Devices | Vivid imagery, historical references | Inclusive language, moral framing |

The first speech’s strength lies in its clarity and moral outrage, framing the attack as unforgivable and
necessitating immediate action. The second speech builds upon that foundation, transforming grief into

collective purpose and emphasizing perseverance.

The Legacy of Roosevelt’s Pearl Harbor Speeches

These addresses by President Roosevelt are studied not only for their historical content but also for their
exemplary use of rhetoric to shape national narrative and policy. They exemplify leadership that combines

emotional appeal with strategic messaging, crucial during moments of crisis.

Their enduring legacy lies in:

- Setting a tone of unity and resolve that guided the U.S. through the turbulent years of WWIL

- Establishing communication strategies for wartime leadership—balancing moral clarity with practical
resolve.

- Inspiring future leaders to craft speeches that motivate, unify, and clarify purpose during national

emergencies.

Conclusion

The speeches given by President Franklin D. Roosevelt after the attack on Pear]l Harbor serve as powerful
examples of wartime leadership and communication. They reflect a nation in shock, yet resolute, and
demonstrate how words can galvanize a populace into collective action. By examining these addresses
through a detailed, analytical lens, we gain a deeper understanding of the role of rhetoric, leadership, and

moral clarity in shaping history during moments of crisis.



Roosevelt’s words continue to resonate, reminding us that in times of adversity, effective communication
rooted in truth, resolve, and moral purpose can forge a united path forward. Their legacy endures as a

testament to the power of leadership in the face of unimaginable challenges.
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