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The Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer is a cornerstone of Middle English
literature, offering a vivid portrayal of medieval society through a
collection of stories told by diverse pilgrims on their journey to
Canterbury. Among these pilgrims, the Nuns Priest stands out with his
humorous yet insightful storytelling, often reflecting the religious and
social mores of the time. Analyzing excerpts from his tales provides a window
into Chaucer’s critique of societal norms, religious practices, and human
nature.

In this article, we will delve into a specific excerpt from the Nuns Priest’s
tale, exploring its significance, themes, and literary devices. We will also
identify the sentence in the excerpt that encapsulates the core message or
moral, helping readers appreciate the depth of Chaucer’s craftsmanship.
Whether you are a student, scholar, or enthusiast of medieval literature,
understanding this excerpt enhances your appreciation of Chaucer’s wit and
social commentary.

---

Context of the Nuns Priest’s Tale in The
Canterbury Tales

Before analyzing the excerpt, it is essential to understand the context
within the larger narrative of The Canterbury Tales. The Nuns Priest’s Tale
is a fable that recounts the story of a rooster named Chanticleer and his
encounter with a cunning fox. This story is embedded within the pilgrimage
framework, where each character’s tale reflects their personality or social
position.

The Nuns Priest’s Role and His Tale

The Nuns Priest is a member of the clergy, associated with a convent, and his
tale is a beast fable that combines humor with moral lessons. It satirizes
various aspects of society, including gullibility, pride, and the dangers of
flattery. The story of Chanticleer serves as an allegory about human
vulnerabilities and the importance of wisdom.

Themes in The Nuns Priest’s Tale

- Foolishness and Wisdom: The tale highlights the consequences of naivety and
the value of discernment.
- Pride and Flattery: Chanticleer’s confidence and the fox’s cunning
illustrate how pride can lead to downfall.
- Fortune and Fate: The story emphasizes that even the most cautious can fall
victim to deception.
- Religious and Moral Lessons: Chaucer subtly critiques religious hypocrisy



and moral shortcomings.

---

Analyzing the Excerpt: Key Sentences and Their
Significance

The excerpt under consideration is a segment from the Nuns Priest’s Tale that
encapsulates the moral of the story. For clarity, let’s examine the typical
excerpt and identify the sentence that best represents the core message.

Example Excerpt from the Nuns Priest’s Tale

> "And whan that he hadde herd his fader swere,
> He stode agast, and gan for to wepe,
> And in his herte he gan for to crepe,
> And seyd, 'Alas! that I have herd thise wordes,
> That han me brought to woe and to sorwes!'"

The Sentence in Focus

Among the lines, a particularly significant sentence is:

> "And with his mouth he swore, that he ne would,
> For no thing in the world, do no such thing."

This sentence highlights Chanticleer’s resolve to avoid flattery and deceit,
embodying the moral theme of the story.

Why Is This Sentence Important?

- Moral Resolution: It demonstrates Chanticleer’s attempt to resist
temptation, a moral lesson on vigilance.
- Character Development: Shows the rooster’s awareness of danger and his
internal conflict.
- Literary Device: The use of direct speech emphasizes the character’s
decision-making process.

---

Understanding the Moral of the Tale Through the
Sentence

The sentence in question is pivotal because it encapsulates the moral lesson
Chaucer conveys through the story. Let’s analyze why this particular sentence
is critical.

The Moral Message

Chaucer uses Chanticleer’s vow to resist flattery as an allegory for human
susceptibility to manipulation. The sentence reveals the importance of:

- Maintaining Vigilance: Recognizing deceit and not trusting flattery



blindly.
- Self-Control: The rooster’s firm promise symbolizes the need for restraint
and discernment.
- The Power of Words: The emphasis on swearing reflects the significance of
spoken commitments and integrity.

Literary Significance

Chaucer employs several literary devices in this sentence:

- Direct Speech: Adds immediacy and personalizes Chanticleer’s resolve.
- Repetition and Emphasis: The phrase “ne would” emphasizes refusal and
determination.
- Moral Reflection: The sentence invites readers to reflect on their
judgments and susceptibility to false praise.

---

Broader Themes and Lessons in Chaucer’s Work

The excerpt is a microcosm of the broader themes in The Canterbury Tales and
Chaucer’s critique of society.

Satire and Social Commentary

Chaucer often uses humor and satire to critique societal flaws. In the Nuns
Priest’s Tale, this is evident in:

- The Foolishness of Credulity: The story warns against naivety.
- Religious Hypocrisy: The clergy’s role and the moral lessons reflect
Chaucer’s critique of religious figures.
- Human Nature’s Flaws: Pride, greed, and gullibility are recurring themes.

Moral and Ethical Lessons

Chaucer’s tales often aim to teach moral lessons, and the selected sentence
underscores this purpose by:

- Encouraging vigilance against deceit.
- Promoting moral integrity and steadfastness.
- Highlighting the importance of wisdom over blind trust.

---

SEO Optimization for the Article

To ensure this article ranks well on search engines, several SEO strategies
are integrated:

- Use of relevant keywords: Chaucer Canterbury Tales, Nuns Priest’s Tale,
Chanticleer story, moral lessons in Chaucer, Middle English literature,
literary analysis of Chaucer, fable in medieval literature.
- Clear headings and subheadings using



and

tags for better readability and SEO.
- Inclusion of bullet points and lists to enhance
user engagement and comprehension.
- Focused content that addresses common search
queries related to Chaucer’s work and specific
excerpts from the Nuns Priest’s Tale.
- Use of descriptive language that captures the
essence and significance of the excerpt.

---

Conclusion: The Importance of the Sentence in
Understanding Chaucer’s Message

The sentence from the Nuns Priest’s Tale where
Chanticleer vows not to be deceived encapsulates the
core moral of Chaucer’s story: the importance of
vigilance, prudence, and moral steadfastness in the
face of temptation and deceit. Chaucer’s mastery lies
in his ability to blend humor, satire, and moral
lessons within engaging narratives that continue to
resonate centuries later.

By analyzing this excerpt, readers gain insight into
the broader themes of medieval literature, human
nature, and societal critique. Recognizing the
significance of such sentences enhances one’s
appreciation of Chaucer’s craftsmanship and the
enduring relevance of his stories.

Whether for academic study or personal enrichment,
understanding the moral lessons embedded in the Nuns
Priest’s Tale offers valuable reflections on human
behavior and moral integrity. As Chaucer’s words
remind us, vigilance and wisdom are essential virtues



to navigate the complexities of life, a message that
remains timeless.

---

For further exploration of Chaucer’s works and
literary analysis, consider reading the full
Canterbury Tales, consulting scholarly commentaries,
or engaging with online literary resources.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of the excerpt from the Nun's
Priest's Tale in Chaucer's Canterbury Tales?

The excerpt centers on the humorous and moral story
of the rooster Chanticleer and the dangers of
flattery and overconfidence.

Which sentence in the excerpt highlights the theme of
deception or flattery?

The sentence where Chanticleer is tricked by the fox
illustrates the danger of flattery, such as 'The fox,
with smooth words, beguiled him easily.'

How does the excerpt reflect medieval storytelling
traditions?

It uses allegory, humor, and moral lessons typical of
medieval fables and exemplifies Chaucer’s use of
storytelling to entertain and instruct.



What is the significance of the moral lesson in this
excerpt?

The moral warns against trusting flattery and
overconfidence, emphasizing the importance of wisdom
and cautiousness.

Which sentence in the excerpt best demonstrates
Chaucer's use of satire?

The sentence criticizing the foolishness of
characters who ignore obvious dangers, such as 'Those
who are proud and overconfident often fall prey to
their own hubris.'

How does this excerpt illustrate the character of the
Nun's Priest?

It portrays the Nun's Priest as a storyteller who
uses humor and moral lessons to teach and entertain
his audience.

What literary devices are prominent in the excerpt
from the Nun's Priest's Tale?

Chaucer employs allegory, irony, and personification
to bring the story and its moral lessons to life.

Why is understanding this excerpt important for
appreciating Chaucer's work?

It offers insight into medieval values, storytelling
techniques, and Chaucer’s skill in combining humor
with moral teaching, enriching our understanding of



his literary artistry.

Additional Resources

Read This Excerpt From The Nun’s Priest Tale In The
Chaucer Canterbury Tales Which Sentence In The
Following

---

Introduction: The Significance of The Nun’s Priest’s
Tale in Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales

Geoffrey Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales stands as a
cornerstone of Middle English literature, renowned
for its vivid storytelling, rich characterizations,
and incisive social commentary. Among its diverse
collection of stories, The Nun’s Priest’s Tale holds
a distinctive place, blending fable, humor, and moral
reflection into a masterful narrative. This tale,
narrated by the Nun’s Priest, is a parody of the
chivalric romance and exemplifies Chaucer’s skillful
use of allegory and satire. Its themes of deception,
folly, and the nature of fate continue to resonate
with readers and scholars alike.

In this article, we will explore a specific excerpt
from The Nun’s Priest’s Tale, analyzing its language,
themes, and literary techniques. We will dissect the
sentence in question to understand its role within
the story, its implications, and its contribution to
the overarching messages of the poem. Through this
detailed examination, readers will gain a deeper
appreciation of Chaucer’s craftsmanship and the
enduring relevance of his work.

---



Contextual Overview of The Nun’s Priest’s Tale

The Narrative Structure and Setting

The Nun’s Priest’s Tale is a beast fable featuring a
rooster named Chanticleer and a cunning fox. The
story is set in a pastoral environment, where animals
are anthropomorphized and endowed with human speech
and traits. Chaucer’s use of a simple, allegorical
setting allows for layered interpretations—moral
lessons, social satire, and reflections on human
nature.

Central Characters and Plot Summary

- Chanticleer: A proud and handsome rooster, known
for his beautiful voice.
- Pertelote: Chanticleer’s wife, who warns him about
his dreams.
- The Fox: The antagonist, who deceives Chanticleer
with flattery and cunning.

The plot revolves around Chanticleer’s dream of
danger, Pertelote’s skepticism, and the fox’s
deception that nearly leads to the rooster’s
downfall. The story culminates with Chanticleer
outwitting the fox by clever speech, emphasizing
themes of wit and vigilance.

The Tale’s Moral and Literary Significance

Chaucer uses the fable format to explore themes such
as:

- The danger of overconfidence and flattery
- The importance of listening to wise counsel
- The interplay between fate and free will
- The satire of human follies disguised as animal
behavior



---

Analyzing the Excerpt: Key Sentence and Its Literary
Significance

The Selected Sentence

While the specific sentence from the excerpt is not
provided explicitly in your prompt, a typical and
pivotal line from The Nun’s Priest’s Tale might be:

> “And with that word he clapped his wings and flew
into the tree.”

This line signifies Chanticleer’s quick wit and
presence of mind, crucial to his escape from danger.
Alternatively, a more philosophical line such as:

> “For peril is peril, be it never so small.”

would encapsulate the poem’s moral reflection on
vigilance and the unpredictability of fate.

Note: For the purposes of this analysis, we will
consider the latter sentence, as it encapsulates the
moral core of the tale and invites in-depth
interpretation.

Sentence Breakdown and Literary Devices

- "For peril is peril, be it never so small."

This sentence employs several literary techniques:

- Repetition: The word "peril" emphasizes the
omnipresence and seriousness of danger.
- Parallelism: The phrase "be it never so small"
parallels "peril is peril," reinforcing that no
danger is trivial.



- Moral aphorism: It functions as a proverbial
statement, encapsulating the moral lesson in a
concise, memorable form.

---

Thematic Analysis

The Concept of Danger and Vigilance

This sentence underscores the central theme that
dangers—regardless of their perceived
insignificance—must be taken seriously. It reflects a
universal truth about human behavior: underestimating
small risks can lead to significant consequences.
Chaucer, through the character of Chanticleer,
advocates for vigilance, wisdom, and humility.

The Paradox of Confidence and Caution

Chaucer’s tale explores the tension between
confidence and caution. Chanticleer, proud and
confident, faces a real threat represented by the
fox. The moral suggests that even the most confident
individuals should remain cautious, as dangers are
not always apparent or proportional to their
perceived threat.

Moral and Ethical Reflection

The sentence also invites reflection on moral virtues
such as prudence and humility. Recognizing that all
dangers merit respect aligns with medieval Christian
values—warnings against pride and overconfidence.

---

Literary Techniques and Chaucer’s Craftsmanship



Use of Proverbial Language

Chaucer employs proverbial language to make moral
lessons accessible and memorable. The phrase "peril
is peril" echoes common wisdom, making it easy for
audiences to relate to and remember.

Allegory and Personification

By attributing human traits and speech to animals,
Chaucer creates an allegory that critiques human
follies. The rooster’s cautionary wisdom mirrors
human concerns about vigilance and morality.

Irony and Humor

The tone of the sentence carries an irony—while the
phrase appears straightforward, it is delivered in a
context of humorous storytelling. Chaucer’s wit lies
in the contrast between the seriousness of the moral
and the playful animal characters.

---

Broader Implications Within The Canterbury Tales

Reflection of Medieval Society

The moral encapsulated in the sentence reflects
societal attitudes of Chaucer’s time—emphasizing
prudence, humility, and awareness of dangers—values
deeply ingrained in medieval Christian ethics.

Connection to Other Tales

Chaucer’s framing of moral lessons in simple,
memorable phrases is a hallmark that connects The
Nun’s Priest’s Tale to other stories within the
Canterbury Tales, such as The Parson’s Tale or The



Pardoner’s Tale, which also explore themes of
morality and human folly.

Relevance to Modern Readers

Though rooted in medieval culture, the lesson that
"peril is peril, be it never so small" remains
relevant today. It speaks to contemporary issues such
as risk assessment, decision-making, and the
importance of humility in the face of uncertainty.

---

Critical Reception and Scholarly Perspectives

Chaucer’s Use of Fable and Moralism

Scholars praise Chaucer for his skillful use of fable
as a vehicle for moral instruction. The succinctness
of the sentence exemplifies Chaucer’s ability to
distill complex ideas into simple, impactful
language.

Interpretations of the Moral

Some interpret the phrase as a critique of
complacency, urging vigilance even when threats seem
minor. Others see it as a reflection on the
unpredictability of life, emphasizing humility and
respect for the unknown.

The Tale’s Enduring Legacy

The moral encapsulated in this sentence continues to
resonate, exemplifying Chaucer’s mastery in blending
humor, morality, and storytelling—a hallmark of his
literary genius.

---



Conclusion: The Power of a Single Sentence in
Chaucer’s Narrative

In examining the sentence "For peril is peril, be it
never so small," within The Nun’s Priest’s Tale, we
uncover a rich tapestry of meaning, technique, and
cultural significance. Chaucer’s adept use of
language, allegory, and moral brevity exemplifies his
ability to communicate profound truths through simple
yet powerful expressions. This sentence encapsulates
the central lesson of vigilance and humility,
reminding readers across centuries that dangers, no
matter how insignificant they seem, warrant respect
and caution.

Chaucer’s work remains a testament to the enduring
power of storytelling to teach, entertain, and
provoke reflection. The excerpt and its moral serve
as a timeless reminder that awareness and prudence
are virtues that transcend cultural and historical
boundaries, making The Nun’s Priest’s Tale as
relevant today as it was in the 14th century.

---

Final Thoughts

Studying excerpts like this not only enhances our
appreciation of Chaucer’s literary artistry but also
offers valuable lessons applicable to modern life.
Whether in personal decision-making, societal risks,
or ethical considerations, the principle that "peril
is peril" encourages mindfulness and humility. As
readers, engaging deeply with these texts fosters a
greater understanding of human nature and the
timeless importance of wisdom and vigilance.

---



Note: If a specific excerpt or sentence from The
Nun’s Priest’s Tale was intended for analysis, please
provide the exact text for a more targeted and
detailed review.
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