
1. PART A: What Are TWO Main Ideas Of
Maria W. Stewart's Speech?A. God Is
Responsible For The Discriminatory
1. PART A: What Are TWO Main Ideas Of Maria W. Stewart's Speech? A. God Is Responsible
For The Discriminatory

Maria W. Stewart's speeches are renowned for their powerful messages advocating for racial justice,
equality, and the spiritual foundations underlying social reform. In her notable addresses, particularly
her speech titled "Religion and the Pure Principles of Morality," Stewart emphasizes two main ideas
that challenge her audience to reconsider their understanding of morality, divine justice, and societal
discrimination. The first key idea centers on her assertion that God is responsible for the
discriminatory practices faced by African Americans, framing divine justice as a fundamental element
in understanding racial inequality. The second main idea explores her call for moral and spiritual
awakening among both African Americans and white Americans to combat racial injustice. This article
delves into these two pivotal ideas, providing a comprehensive understanding of Stewart's rhetoric
and the historical significance of her messages.

---

God Is Responsible For The Discriminatory

One of the most provocative and theological points in Maria W. Stewart’s speech is her assertion that
God bears responsibility for the discrimination faced by African Americans, a perspective that
challenges the traditional views of divine justice and morality prevalent in her time. Stewart’s
argument aims to reframe the societal narrative around racial injustice by emphasizing divine
oversight and moral accountability.

Understanding Stewart’s Theological Perspective

Maria W. Stewart was deeply religious and often intertwined her spiritual beliefs with her advocacy for
social justice. She believed that the principles of morality and justice were rooted in divine will, and as
such, any suffering or discrimination inflicted upon a group of people must be understood within a
divine framework. Stewart argues that:

Discrimination is not random or purely societal but has a divine origin or allowance.

God’s justice is ultimately responsible for the current state of racial inequality, and recognizing
this is essential for true moral understanding.

The suffering of African Americans is part of a divine plan that calls for moral and spiritual
awakening.



By framing discrimination as divinely sanctioned or permitted, Stewart challenges her audience to
confront the moral implications of racial injustice instead of dismissing it as mere societal bias.

The Moral and Spiritual Implications

Stewart’s assertion that God is responsible for discrimination serves as a call to recognize the divine
purpose behind human suffering and injustice. She emphasizes that:

Recognition of divine responsibility urges a moral response: If God permits or allows1.
discrimination, then it becomes a moral duty for humans to seek justice and rectify wrongs.

Discrimination as a test of faith and morality: African Americans and allies are challenged2.
by their faith to endure and work toward divine justice.

Divine justice will ultimately prevail: Stewart reassures her audience that God’s justice is3.
certain, and current suffering is temporary and purposeful within a divine framework.

This theological perspective aims to inspire resilience and moral action, emphasizing that divine
oversight does not negate human responsibility but rather amplifies it.

The Call for Moral and Spiritual Awakening

Beyond her theological assertions, Maria W. Stewart advocates a moral and spiritual awakening as the
necessary response to racial discrimination. She believes that social change must be rooted in moral
integrity and spiritual consciousness.

The Role of Religion in Social Justice

Stewart advocates for a religious-based approach to combating racial discrimination, urging both
African Americans and white Americans to:

Recognize the divine principles of justice, equality, and morality inherent in religious teachings.

Use faith as a source of strength and motivation for activism and social reform.

Align their actions with divine morality to achieve societal change.

She sees religion not merely as a personal belief but as a powerful tool for social transformation that
can inspire moral courage and unity.



Encouraging Personal Morality and Community Responsibility

Stewart emphasizes that individual morality and community responsibility are essential in fighting
racial injustice. She urges her listeners to:

Examine their own moral compass: Reflect on their actions and attitudes towards racial1.
equality and justice.

Engage in moral education: Promote moral and religious education as a foundation for2.
societal reform.

Act with righteousness: Combine spiritual principles with activism to create meaningful3.
change.

Her message encourages a holistic approach where spiritual awakening goes hand-in-hand with
tangible social activism.

The Impact and Significance of Maria W. Stewart’s
Main Ideas

Maria W. Stewart’s focus on divine responsibility and moral awakening was revolutionary for her time.
Her speeches served as a catalyst for future generations of civil rights advocates by emphasizing the
spiritual roots of social justice and the moral obligation to combat discrimination.

Challenging Societal Norms and Religious Justifications

During the 19th century, many societal and religious institutions justified racial discrimination using
theological arguments. Stewart’s assertion that God is responsible for discrimination challenged these
notions and called for a reevaluation of religious teachings concerning justice and morality.

Inspiring Moral Action and Resistance

Stewart’s emphasis on moral and spiritual awakening inspired African Americans and allies to view
their struggle as a divine mission. Her speeches encouraged resilience, faith, and active resistance
grounded in religious principles.

Legacy and Continued Relevance

Today, Stewart’s ideas remain relevant in discussions about the intersection of faith, morality, and



social justice. Her perspective invites contemporary activists to consider the spiritual dimensions of
their work and underscores the importance of moral integrity in pursuing equality.

---

In summary, Maria W. Stewart's speech articulates two main ideas: first, that God is responsible for
the discrimination faced by African Americans, framing racial injustice within a divine context; and
second, that moral and spiritual awakening are essential to overcoming societal wrongs. Her
teachings challenge individuals to reflect on divine justice and to act morally guided by faith, making
her a pioneering voice in the history of social justice and religious advocacy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the two main ideas of Maria W. Stewart's speech
regarding divine responsibility and discrimination?
The two main ideas are that God is responsible for the discriminatory practices and that these
injustices are rooted in divine will, as Stewart emphasizes the role of divine justice in addressing
societal wrongs.

How does Maria W. Stewart link divine responsibility to
societal discrimination in her speech?
Stewart suggests that discrimination is part of divine plan or justice, implying that understanding
God's role can help justify or challenge societal injustices, and calls for divine intervention to address
inequalities.

What message does Maria W. Stewart convey about God's role
in human discrimination?
She conveys that God bears responsibility for discrimination, possibly as a way to highlight divine
justice or to call for moral and spiritual reflection on human injustices.

How does Stewart's perspective on divine responsibility
influence her message about fighting discrimination?
By attributing responsibility to God, Stewart encourages her audience to seek divine guidance and
justice, emphasizing that true change aligns with divine will and moral righteousness.

Why is Stewart's assertion that 'God is responsible for
discrimination' considered a provocative or impactful
statement?
Because it challenges the traditional view that discrimination is solely human-made, prompting
deeper reflection on divine justice and urging people to consider spiritual dimensions in addressing



societal inequalities.

Additional Resources
Maria W. Stewart's speech presents compelling insights into the roots of racial
discrimination and the divine responsibility attributed to higher powers in shaping
societal injustices. Her discourse, rich in theological and philosophical reflections, aims to
challenge her audience’s perceptions of morality, justice, and divine will, positioning her
ideas as both radical and profoundly rooted in religious thought. In this article, we delve
into the two main ideas articulated by Stewart, analyzing their significance within the
context of her time and their relevance today.

Understanding Maria W. Stewart’s Discourse: An
Overview

Maria W. Stewart (1803–1879), often heralded as one of the first African American women to speak
publicly on issues of race and social justice, used her platform to interrogate the prevailing narratives
surrounding racial discrimination. Her speech, notably her 1833 address titled "Lecture to Young
Men," and various writings, reflect her theological perspective that divine will and moral order
underpin societal inequalities. Central to her argument is the notion that God bears responsibility for
the discrimination faced by African Americans, a thesis that challenges secular explanations and
emphasizes divine sovereignty.

Stewart’s ideas are rooted in a profound religious conviction that moral and spiritual principles are
intertwined with societal justice. Her perspective invites her audience to view racial injustice not
merely as a human failing but as part of a divine plan—an idea that both empowered her community
and provoked controversy. Her discourse offers two primary ideas: first, that God is responsible for
the existence and perpetuation of discrimination, and second, that recognizing divine responsibility
should inspire moral and spiritual resistance against injustice.

Part 1: God Is Responsible for Discrimination

Divine Sovereignty and Moral Order

At the core of Stewart’s argument is her assertion that God, as the supreme moral authority, bears
responsibility for the societal structures that embed discrimination. She posits that divine sovereignty
encompasses not only creation but also the moral order governing human life. In her view, the
existence of racial disparities and the subjugation of African Americans are not accidental or solely
human constructs but are rooted in divine will or at least tolerated by divine authority.

Stewart’s theological stance is influenced by the Calvinist tradition prevalent in her era, which
emphasized God's omnipotence and sovereignty. She interprets scripture to suggest that God’s divine
plan includes the testing and discipline of humankind, which can manifest in societal inequalities. She



challenges her audience to consider whether humans are simply passive recipients of divine will or
active agents in understanding and resisting the injustices that are, in her view, sanctioned by divine
authority.

Her statement that “God is responsible for the discriminations we suffer” can be seen as provocative,
especially in a context where slavery and racial oppression were often justified by religious rhetoric.
Stewart complicates this narrative by urging her listeners to reflect on the divine purpose behind such
suffering, suggesting that it serves a moral or spiritual lesson—a concept that aligns with the idea of
divine testing or chastisement meant to lead to moral growth and eventual justice.

Reinterpretation of Divine Justice

Stewart’s assertion also invites a reinterpretation of divine justice. Instead of perceiving
discrimination solely as a human flaw, she suggests that it is part of a divine moral economy. She
argues that God’s responsibility does not mean divine approval but rather a test of faith and morality
for oppressed peoples and their allies. This perspective shifts blame from human perpetrators alone
to a divine framework, compelling her audience to consider divine purpose in the face of human
suffering.

She emphasizes that recognizing divine responsibility should not diminish human agency but should
motivate moral action. Stewart advocates for a spiritual resilience grounded in faith that divine justice
will ultimately prevail. Her message underscores that understanding God’s role in societal injustice
requires a nuanced view—one that acknowledges divine sovereignty without absolving humans of
their moral responsibilities.

Implications of This Idea

This idea challenges dominant narratives that attribute racial discrimination solely to human greed,
prejudice, or economic interests. By framing divine responsibility as central, Stewart elevates the
discourse to a spiritual level, urging her audience to see their struggles as part of a divine plan that
calls for moral perseverance and faith. It also serves to empower oppressed individuals by asserting
that their suffering is recognized by divine authority and that divine justice will ultimately rectify the
injustices.

Furthermore, her theological perspective serves as a form of resistance—asserting that divine
oversight does not endorse discrimination but rather provides a moral framework that condemns it.
This notion encourages her followers to view their fight against injustice as aligned with divine will,
inspiring spiritual strength and moral resolve.

Part 2: Recognition of Divine Responsibility as a Call to
Action



Divine Responsibility as Moral Motivation

While Stewart attributes responsibility for discrimination to divine will, she also emphasizes that
recognizing this divine role should serve as a moral catalyst. Her argument suggests that
understanding God’s role in societal injustice should not lead to despair or resignation but to active
engagement in moral resistance.

Stewart advocates that her audience, especially African Americans and their allies, should interpret
divine responsibility as an urgent call to righteousness. Her speech encourages individuals to see
their struggles as part of a divine moral order that necessitates perseverance, faith, and active
resistance against oppression. She insists that acknowledging divine responsibility is a pathway to
moral clarity, helping oppressed individuals find purpose and resilience amid adversity.

This idea underscores the importance of spiritual agency—believing that divine oversight compels
human beings to pursue justice and moral rectitude. Stewart’s message is that divine responsibility
should inspire people to challenge societal structures and work toward moral upliftment, aligning
human action with divine principles.

Spiritual Resistance and Moral Duty

Stewart’s call to action emphasizes that recognizing divine responsibility entails a moral duty to resist
injustice actively. She urges her listeners to draw strength from their faith, to see their struggles as
part of a divine plan that ultimately aims for justice and righteousness. This perspective fosters a
sense of moral obligation, asserting that divine oversight does not diminish human agency but
enhances it by providing spiritual justification and moral clarity.

Her emphasis on spiritual resistance aligns with her broader goal of uplifting her community’s moral
and spiritual integrity. By framing activism within a divine context, she seeks to elevate the moral
purpose of their fight against discrimination, framing it as a sacred duty rooted in divine justice.

Broader Social and Political Implications

This aspect of Stewart’s speech has profound implications for social activism. It encourages oppressed
communities to see their struggle as righteous and divinely sanctioned, fostering resilience and
perseverance. It also challenges the often secular narratives of social reform, integrating faith into the
struggle for racial equality.

Moreover, Stewart’s ideas serve as a foundation for later religious-based civil rights movements,
where divine responsibility and moral duty continue to motivate activism. Her approach demonstrates
how spiritual beliefs can be harnessed as powerful tools for social transformation, emphasizing that
faith and morality are integral to enduring social change.

Conclusion: The Intersection of Theology and Social



Justice in Stewart’s Discourse

Maria W. Stewart’s articulation of divine responsibility for discrimination is a profound and complex
idea that intertwines theology, morality, and social justice. Her assertion that God is responsible for
societal injustices challenges secular and religious audiences alike, urging a reevaluation of divine
sovereignty’s role in human affairs. This idea serves both as an explanation for the existence of
discrimination and as a moral catalyst, inspiring resilience, faith, and active resistance.

Simultaneously, her emphasis on recognizing divine responsibility as a call to moral action
underscores her belief that faith should motivate societal change. Stewart’s discourse exemplifies the
power of religious thought in inspiring social activism, especially within marginalized communities.
Her insights remain relevant today, reminding us that understanding divine responsibility can be a
source of strength and moral clarity in the ongoing struggle against injustice.

In sum, Stewart’s speech offers a nuanced view of divine responsibility—not as an endorsement of
discrimination but as a moral framework that calls oppressed peoples to spiritual resilience and active
resistance. Her ideas continue to resonate, illustrating the enduring power of faith-based social
critique and the potential for divine principles to inform and energize the pursuit of justice.
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