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Introduction

Learning Spanish involves mastering various verb forms, especially stem-changing verbs that are
commonly used in everyday conversation. One essential group is the o-ue stem-changing verbs,
which alter their stem vowels in specific contexts. These verbs are prevalent in both written and
spoken Spanish, making it vital for students to understand how to conjugate them correctly.

This article focuses on a practical exercise: filling in the blanks with the correct form of stem-
changing o-ue verbs. The sentence "El Pescado____ Diez Dolares" is a perfect example to illustrate
how these verbs work in real-life scenarios. Whether you are a beginner or an advanced learner,
mastering these conjugations will significantly enhance your fluency and comprehension.

---

Understanding Stem-Changing Verbs o-ue

What Are Stem-Changing Verbs?

Stem-changing verbs, often called "boot verbs" because of their conjugation pattern, are verbs that
experience a vowel change in their stem in certain forms. These changes occur primarily in the
present tense and are crucial for accurate communication.

The o-ue Stem-Change Pattern

The o-ue stem-changing verbs involve a vowel change from 'o' to 'ue' in the stem. For example:

- Dormir (to sleep) → yo duermo, tú duermes, él/ella/Ud. duerme, nosotros dormimos, vosotros
dormís, ellos/ellas/Uds. duermen
- Costar (to cost) → cuesta, cuestan

In each case, the 'o' in the stem changes to 'ue' in all forms except for nosotros and vosotros.

---

Common O-ue Stem-Changing Verbs

To better understand, here are some frequently used o-ue stem-changing verbs:



- Poder (to be able to)
- Volver (to return)
- Dormir (to sleep)
- Costar (to cost)
- Morir (to die)
- Recordar (to remember)
- Almorzar (to have lunch)

Knowing these verbs and their conjugation patterns is essential for constructing meaningful
sentences.

---

The Sentence in Focus: "El Pescado____ Diez Dolares"

The sentence "El Pescado____ Diez Dolares" translates to "The fish ____ ten dollars." The blank needs
to be filled with the correct form of a stem-changing o-ue verb.

Given the context, the most fitting verb is costar (to cost), which is an o-ue stem-changing verb.

---

Conjugating "Costar" in Present Tense

Here's how "costar" conjugates in the present tense:

| Subject Pronoun | Conjugation | Explanation |
|-----------------|--------------|------------------------------|
| yo | cuesto | first person singular |
| tú | cuestas | second person singular |
| él/ella/Ud. | cuesta | third person singular |
| nosotros/nosotras | costamos | first person plural |
| vosotros/vosotras | costáis | second person plural |
| ellos/ellas/Uds. | cuestan | third person plural |

In the sentence "El Pescado____ Diez Dolares," the subject is "El Pescado" (The Fish), which is
singular, third person. Therefore, the correct form of costar to use here is cuesta.

---

Completing the Sentence

"El Pescado cuesta diez Dolares."

This sentence correctly states that "The fish costs ten dollars." It demonstrates the application of the
o-ue stem-changing verb in context.

---

Additional Examples Using O-ue Stem-Changing Verbs



To deepen understanding, here are more sentences with blank spaces to fill with the appropriate
form of o-ue stem-changing verbs:

1. Yo ____ (poder) terminar el trabajo a tiempo.
Yo puedo terminar el trabajo a tiempo.
("I can finish the work on time.")

2. ¿Tú ____ (volver) a casa temprano hoy?
¿Tú vuelves a casa temprano hoy?
("Are you returning home early today?")

3. Mi hermano ____ (dormir) ocho horas cada noche.
Mi hermano duerme ocho horas cada noche.
("My brother sleeps eight hours every night.")

4. La camisa ____ (costar) cincuenta dólares.
La camisa cuesta cincuenta dólares.
("The shirt costs fifty dollars.")

5. Ellos ____ (morir) de risa con la historia.
Ellos mueren de risa con la historia.
("They die laughing at the story.")

---

Tips for Conjugating O-ue Stem-Changing Verbs

- Identify the stem: Remove the infinitive ending (-ar, -er, -ir) to find the stem.
- Change the vowel 'o' to 'ue' in all forms except nosotros and vosotros.
- Apply regular present tense endings after the stem change.

---

Practice Exercises

Engage with these exercises to reinforce your understanding of o-ue stem-changing verbs:

1. Fill in the blank with the correct form of "poder":
Nosotros ____ (poder) visitar el museo mañana.

2. Conjugate "volver" for "ella":
Ella ____ (volver) a la escuela después de las vacaciones.

3. Complete the sentence:
El coche ____ (costar) más de cien mil dólares.

4. Use the correct form of "dormir":
Los niños ____ (dormir) temprano durante la semana.

---



The Importance of Correct Verb Conjugation in Communication

Using the correct form of stem-changing verbs is crucial for clarity and professionalism in both
written and spoken Spanish. Incorrect conjugations can lead to misunderstandings or make speech
sound unnatural.

For example, saying "El Pescado cuesta" instead of "cuesta" may seem trivial, but in more complex
sentences, accurate verb forms are essential for conveying precise meaning.

---

Summary of Key Points

- O-ue stem-changing verbs change their stem vowel from 'o' to 'ue' in all forms except for nosotros
and vosotros.
- "Costar" is a common o-ue verb used to talk about prices.
- In the sentence "El Pescado cuesta diez Dolares," the correct form is "cuesta."
- Mastery of these conjugations enhances communication skills in Spanish.

---

Final Thoughts

Mastering stem-changing o-ue verbs is a significant step toward fluency in Spanish. By practicing
conjugations and understanding their patterns, learners can confidently use these verbs in everyday
conversations, formal writing, and exams. Remember, practice makes perfect—so keep practicing
with sentences like "El Pescado cuesta diez Dolares" and expand your vocabulary with other o-ue
verbs.

If you want to improve further, try creating your own sentences using different o-ue stem-changing
verbs, paying close attention to the correct conjugation based on the subject. Over time, this will
become second nature, and you'll speak Spanish with more accuracy and confidence.

---

Additional Resources

- Verb conjugation charts for o-ue stem-changing verbs
- Spanish grammar apps for practice
- Online quizzes and exercises
- Spanish language learning communities

---

By understanding and practicing these conjugations, you'll be well on your way to mastering
essential aspects of Spanish grammar and enhancing your communication skills.



Frequently Asked Questions

¿El pescado _____ diez dólares?
cuesta

¿Cuál es la forma correcta del verbo en la frase: El pescado
_____ diez dólares?
cuesta

Completa la oración: El pescado _____ diez dólares.
cuesta

¿Cómo se dice 'The fish costs ten dollars' en español usando la
forma correcta del verbo o-ue?
El pescado cuesta diez dólares.

En la oración 'El pescado _____ diez dólares', ¿qué forma del
verbo 'costar' debe usarse?
cuesta

¿Cuál es la forma correcta del verbo en la frase: El pescado
_____ diez dólares?
cuesta

¿Cómo completarías la oración: El pescado _____ diez dólares,
usando el verbo correcto?
cuesta

¿Qué verbo en presente se usa en la frase: El pescado _____
diez dólares?
cuesta

Additional Resources
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---

Introduction: Understanding Stem-Changing Verbs in Spanish

Language acquisition involves mastering various grammatical structures, among which verb
conjugations stand as a fundamental component. For learners of Spanish, one particularly intriguing
aspect is the set of stem-changing verbs, often called "boot verbs" because of their distinctive
conjugation pattern. These verbs undergo a vowel change in their stem when conjugated in certain
forms, adding complexity but also richness to the language. A common stem change involves the o-
ue pattern, which appears in many frequently used verbs.

This article delves into the specifics of the o-ue stem-changing verbs, illustrating their conjugation
through practical exercises, such as completing sentences. As an educational review, it aims to
clarify the rules, provide context, and enhance understanding of this vital grammatical feature.

---

The Nature of O-UE Stem-Changing Verbs

What Are O-UE Stem-Changing Verbs?

In Spanish, some verbs experience a vowel change in their stem from "o" to "ue" in specific
conjugations. This change generally occurs in all forms except for nosotros and vosotros. The o-ue
stem change indicates a shift in pronunciation and meaning, often related to actions involving
movement, desire, or consumption.

Examples of common o-ue stem-changing verbs include:

- Poder (to be able to)
- Dormir (to sleep)
- Volver (to return)
- Costar (to cost)
- Morir (to die)
- Almorzar (to have lunch)
- Encontrar (to find)
- Recordar (to remember)
- Mostrar (to show)

Understanding these verbs' conjugation patterns is essential for both written and spoken
communication.

The Pattern of Conjugation

The general rule for o-ue stem-changing verbs is:

- In all present tense forms except nosotros and vosotros, the stem vowel "o" changes to "ue."
- The change occurs immediately before the ending.

Example with "Poder":

| Person | Conjugation | Explanation |



|---|---|---|
| Yo | puedo | "o" changes to "ue" |
| Tú | puedes | "o" changes to "ue" |
| Él/Ella/Usted | puede | "o" changes to "ue" |
| Nosotros | podemos | no change |
| Vosotros | podéis | no change |
| Ellos/Ellas/Ustedes | pueden | "o" changes to "ue" |

---

The Significance of Completing Sentences with Correct O-UE Forms

Practical Application in Language Learning

Completing sentences with the proper form of o-ue stem-changing verbs is more than an academic
exercise; it fosters fluency and comprehension. It tests the learner's ability to recognize patterns and
apply rules in context. Such exercises simulate real-life communication, where understanding and
correctly using verb forms allows for clarity and effectiveness.

The Role in Contextual Understanding

Using the correct conjugation demonstrates the learner's grasp of tense, aspect, and mood. It also
reflects an understanding of the sentence's subject and the action's nuance. For example, choosing
between "puedo" and "podemos" can alter the meaning from "I can" to "we can," affecting the
message's scope.

---

Deep Dive: Completing the Sentence "El Pescado ____ Diez Dólares."

Now, let’s examine a specific example: "El pescado ____ diez dólares." This sentence aims to fill in
with the correct verb form, emphasizing the importance of the stem change.

Contextual Analysis

The sentence translates to "The fish ____ ten dollars." The blank likely refers to the action associated
with the fish, possibly "cost," "weigh," or "be priced." Since "dólares" indicates a monetary value, the
most appropriate verb is "costar" (to cost).

"Costar" is an o-ue stem-changing verb, and its present tense conjugation is:

| Person | Conjugation | Meaning |
|---|---|---|
| Yo | cuesta | I cost |
| Tú | cuesta | You cost |
| Él/Ella/Usted | cuesta | He/She/You formal cost |
| Nosotros | costamos | We cost (no stem change) |
| Vosotros | costáis | You all cost (no stem change) |
| Ellos/Ellas/Ustedes | cuestan | They/You all formal cost |

In the context of the sentence, since "el pescado" (the fish) is third person singular, the correct form



is "cuesta."

Complete sentence:
El pescado cuesta diez dólares.

---

Broader Application: Other Sentences Using O-UE Stem-Changing Verbs

To reinforce understanding, here are additional sentences requiring completion with the correct o-
ue verb form.

1. Yo ____ (poder) ir a la fiesta esta noche.
Answer: puedo
I can go to the party tonight.

2. Nosotros ____ (dormir) ocho horas cada noche.
Answer: dormimos (no stem change in nosotros form)
We sleep eight hours every night.

3. Tú ____ (volver) a casa temprano.
Answer: vuelves
You return home early.

4. Ella ____ (costar) mucho dinero comprar ese coche.
Answer: cuesta
It costs a lot of money to buy that car.

5. Ellos ____ (mostrar) sus fotos en la presentación.
Answer: muestran
They show their photos in the presentation.

---

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Despite the regularity of the o-ue stem change, learners often make errors such as:

- Applying the stem change in nosotros or vosotros forms: Remember, these forms do not change;
they retain the original stem.
- Confusing the verb endings with the stem change: Ensure the change occurs in the stem, not the
ending.
- Using the wrong conjugation for the subject: Always verify the subject pronoun before selecting the
form.

Tips to avoid these mistakes:

- Practice with charts and flashcards.
- Verbally conjugate out loud to internalize the pattern.
- Use exercises that require completing sentences, as in this article.
- Pay attention to context clues within sentences to select the correct form.



---

The Educational Value of Sentence Completion Exercises

Completing sentences with the correct form of stem-changing verbs is a pedagogical strategy that
enhances:

- Recognition skills: Identifying the verb and subject.
- Memory recall: Reinforcing the conjugation patterns.
- Contextual understanding: Applying grammar rules within meaningful sentences.
- Fluency: Transitioning from recognition to active use.

Such exercises are staples in language learning curricula because they mimic real communication
and promote active engagement.

---

Conclusion: Mastering the O-UE Stem Change

The o-ue stem change is a vital aspect of Spanish verb conjugation, reflecting both phonological and
morphological patterns. Accurate use of these verbs in sentences enhances clarity and demonstrates
grammatical proficiency.

By practicing completing sentences like "El pescado ____ diez dólares" with the correct
form—cuesta—learners develop confidence and competence. Regular practice, attention to details,
and contextual application are the keys to mastery.

In sum, mastering the o-ue stem-changing verbs not only improves grammatical accuracy but also
enriches the learner's ability to communicate effectively in diverse situations. As with any linguistic
feature, consistent practice and real-world application are essential for internalization and fluency.

---

References and Resources for Further Study

- Spanish Verb Conjugation Charts
- Practice Worksheets on Stem-Changing Verbs
- Online Quizzes and Interactive Exercises
- Language Learning Apps Focused on Verb Forms

Engage regularly with these resources to build a solid foundation in stem-changing verb
conjugation, ultimately leading to more natural and confident Spanish communication.

---

End of Article
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