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Introduction

Effective writing requires clarity, coherence, and grammatical precision. One
of the common pitfalls that can hinder the clarity of a sentence is faulty
parallelism. Parallel structure, also known as parallelism, involves using
the same pattern of words to show that two or more ideas have the same level
of importance. This technique enhances readability and emphasizes the
connections between ideas, making the sentence more balanced and easier to
understand.

In this article, we will explore the importance of correct parallel structure
through the lens of a specific sentence involving one of America’s most
iconic figures, Ben Franklin. We will analyze common errors related to
parallelism, provide examples, and demonstrate how to effectively rewrite
sentences for improved grammatical correctness and stylistic elegance.

Understanding Parallel Structure and Its
Importance

What Is Parallel Structure?

Parallel structure is a grammatical principle that ensures similar ideas
within a sentence are expressed using the same grammatical form. This concept
is especially crucial when dealing with lists, comparisons, or connected
ideas. Proper use of parallelism makes sentences more harmonious and easier
to process.

Basic rules of parallel structure include:

- Use the same grammatical form for items in a list.
- Maintain consistent tense and voice.
- Match the structure of clauses and phrases that are joined by coordinating
conjunctions such as "and," "or," "but."



Why Is Parallel Structure Important?

Faulty parallelism can lead to confusion, misinterpretation, and a lack of
professionalism in writing. Correct parallelism:

- Enhances clarity and readability.
- Adds rhythm and flow to sentences.
- Emphasizes equal importance of ideas.
- Improves overall coherence of the text.

For example, consider the sentence:

- Incorrect: "She likes hiking, swimming, and to bike."
- Correct: "She likes hiking, swimming, and biking."

Notice how the correct version maintains the same grammatical form ("hiking,"
"swimming," "biking") for all items, making it easier to read and understand.

Analyzing the Sentence: "Ben Franklin"

The phrase "Ben Franklin" is a reference to Benjamin Franklin, one of the
Founding Fathers of the United States, renowned for his contributions to
science, politics, and philosophy. In many writing exercises, students are
tasked with revising sentences involving Franklin to improve clarity and
grammatical correctness, especially in the context of parallel structure.

Suppose you are given a sentence like:

> "Ben Franklin was a scientist, diplomat, and he was also an inventor."

This sentence contains an error in parallelism because the first two items
("a scientist," "diplomat") are noun phrases, but the last item ("he was also
an inventor") shifts to a clause with a subject and verb. To correct this,
the sentence needs to be rewritten to ensure all elements are structurally
similar.

Corrected version:

> "Ben Franklin was a scientist, diplomat, and inventor."

Alternatively,

> "Ben Franklin was a scientist, a diplomat, and an inventor."

Both versions maintain parallel structure by listing nouns, making the
sentence more concise and balanced.



Common Errors in Parallel Structure with
Examples Involving Ben Franklin

Understanding common errors can help writers avoid mistakes. Let's examine
some typical faulty sentences related to Ben Franklin and how to correct
them.

Example 1: Inconsistent grammatical forms

Faulty sentence:

> "Ben Franklin was known for his experiments, his political writings, and he
also invented the lightning rod."

Analysis:

The sentence lists three achievements, but the third item ("he also invented
the lightning rod") introduces a clause with a subject and verb, breaking the
parallel structure.

Correction:

> "Ben Franklin was known for his experiments, political writings, and
invention of the lightning rod."

or

> "Ben Franklin was known for his experiments, his political writings, and
his invention of the lightning rod."

This correction ensures all items are noun phrases, maintaining parallelism.

---

Example 2: Mixed verb forms

Faulty sentence:

> "Ben Franklin appreciated learning, enjoyed reading, and loved to
experiment."

Analysis:

The list mixes verb forms: "appreciated learning," "enjoyed reading," "loved
to experiment." To make it parallel, all items should follow the same
grammatical pattern.



Correction:

> "Ben Franklin appreciated learning, enjoyed reading, and loved
experimenting."

or

> "Ben Franklin appreciated learning, enjoyed reading, and loved to
experiment."

All options use consistent verb forms—either gerunds ("learning," "reading,"
"experimenting") or base verbs ("to learn," "to read," "to experiment").

---

Example 3: Using different structures in lists

Faulty sentence:

> "Ben Franklin was interested in science, politics, and his inventions."

Analysis:

The first two items are nouns, but the last item ("his inventions") is a
possessive noun phrase, creating inconsistency.

Correction:

> "Ben Franklin was interested in science, politics, and inventions."

or

> "Ben Franklin was interested in science, politics, and his inventions."

While the second is acceptable, maintaining consistency in structure is
preferable:

> "Ben Franklin was interested in science, politics, and inventions."

---

Strategies for Correcting Parallel Structure
Errors

To ensure your sentences involving Ben Franklin—or any subject—are
grammatically sound, consider the following strategies:



1. Identify the list or series elements

Break down the sentence into its components. Are they nouns, verbs, phrases,
or clauses? Ensuring they are of the same grammatical type is essential.

2. Use consistent grammatical forms

If one item is a noun phrase, all should be noun phrases. If one is verb
phrase, all should follow suit.

3. Maintain consistent tense and voice

Ensure that all elements are in the same tense and active or passive voice.

4. Rephrase sentences to match structures

If necessary, rewrite parts of the sentence to make the elements align
grammatically.

5. Read sentences aloud

Listening to the rhythm can help identify where the parallelism breaks down.

Practical Examples and Rewrites

Let's apply these strategies to more complex sentences and see how to improve
them.

Example 1: Original sentence

> "Benjamin Franklin was a talented scientist, an effective diplomat, and he
also authored many essays."

Issue: The list mixes noun phrases ("a talented scientist," "an effective
diplomat") with a clause ("he also authored many essays").

Rewritten for parallelism:

> "Benjamin Franklin was a talented scientist, an effective diplomat, and a



prolific essayist."

or

> "Benjamin Franklin was a talented scientist, an effective diplomat, and an
essayist."

---

Example 2: Original sentence

> "Franklin's contributions include inventing the lightning rod, his work in
electricity, and to improving public libraries."

Issue: The list is inconsistent—"inventing the lightning rod" (verb phrase),
"his work in electricity" (noun phrase), "to improving public libraries"
(infinitive phrase).

Rewritten for parallelism:

> "Franklin's contributions include inventing the lightning rod, conducting
work in electricity, and improving public libraries."

or

> "Franklin's contributions included inventing the lightning rod, exploring
electricity, and establishing public libraries."

---

Conclusion

Correct parallel structure is vital for clear, effective, and polished
writing. When discussing influential figures like Ben Franklin, presenting
information with grammatical consistency enhances understanding and
appreciation. Recognizing common errors, such as mixing noun phrases with
clauses, inconsistent verb forms, or mismatched structures, allows writers to
craft sentences that are both correct and stylistically elegant.

By applying the principles and strategies outlined in this article, writers
can improve their sentence construction, ensuring that their writing is
grammatically sound and engaging. Whether listing Franklin’s achievements or
describing his contributions, maintaining parallelism elevates the quality of
your writing and ensures your ideas are communicated with clarity and impact.

---



Remember: Always review your sentences, identify the elements in your lists
or series, and ensure they follow the same grammatical pattern. With
practice, mastering parallel structure will become second nature, making your
writing more compelling and professional.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the correct way to rewrite the sentence
about Ben Franklin to ensure parallel structure?
Ben Franklin was an inventor, a writer, and a diplomat.

How can the sentence about Ben Franklin be improved
for parallelism?
Ben Franklin was known for his inventions, his writing, and his diplomatic
efforts.

Why is it important to maintain parallel structure
in sentences about Ben Franklin?
Maintaining parallel structure makes the sentence clearer and more balanced,
highlighting each of Ben Franklin's roles equally.

Can you give an example of a parallel sentence about
Ben Franklin?
Ben Franklin was a statesman, an scientist, and an author.

What common errors should be avoided when rewriting
sentences about Ben Franklin for parallel structure?
Avoid mixing different grammatical forms; for example, don't switch between
nouns and verb phrases without consistency.

Additional Resources
Ben Franklin: A Paragon of Parallel Structure and a Multifaceted Renaissance
Man



Introduction

Benjamin Franklin stands as one of the most influential figures in American
history, renowned not only for his pivotal role as a Founding Father but also
for his profound contributions to science, diplomacy, literature, and civic
activism. His life exemplifies the virtues of clarity, precision, and
effective communication—principles that are at the heart of writing with
proper parallel structure. When considering the importance of parallelism in
writing, Franklin’s own words and writings offer a compelling testament to
the power of balanced and harmonious sentence construction. This detailed
exploration will analyze Franklin's multifaceted achievements, delve into the
principles of parallel structure, and demonstrate how rewriting sentences
with corrected parallelism enhances clarity and impact.

Understanding Parallel Structure

What Is Parallel Structure?

Parallel structure, also known as parallelism, refers to the repetition of a
grammatical form within a sentence. It ensures that similar ideas are
expressed in similar ways, creating rhythm and clarity. Proper parallelism is
essential in lists, comparisons, and complex sentences because it:

- Enhances readability
- Improves flow
- Emphasizes relationships among ideas
- Avoids confusion and ambiguity

Common Errors in Parallel Structure

Many writers, even experienced ones, often stumble into mistakes such as:

- Mixing verb forms (e.g., "to run," "running," and "ran" in the same list)
- Combining different grammatical constructions (e.g., a noun phrase with a
verb phrase)
- Failing to maintain consistency in coordination (using "and" or "or"
appropriately)

Why Did Franklin Emphasize Clarity and Precision?

Benjamin Franklin’s writings reflect a deep appreciation for effective
communication. His essays, speeches, and letters often employ balanced



sentence structures to persuade, inform, and inspire. His emphasis on clarity
aligns with principles of parallelism—both aim to make language
straightforward and impactful.

Benjamin Franklin: A Brief Biography

Early Life and Education

Born in 1706 in Boston, Franklin's humble beginnings did not hinder his
intellectual pursuits. Self-educated through voracious reading, he developed
an insatiable curiosity about science, philosophy, and civic service.

Scientific Achievements

Franklin’s experiments with electricity, including the famous kite
experiment, revolutionized understanding of electrical phenomena. His
discoveries led to practical inventions like the lightning rod and bifocal
glasses.

Diplomatic Contributions

As a diplomat, Franklin was instrumental in securing French support during
the American Revolution, skillfully navigating complex international
diplomacy with tact and strategic communication.

Literary and Civic Legacy

His writings, including Poor Richard’s Almanack and numerous essays, promoted
virtues like frugality, industry, and humility. Franklin also founded
institutions like the University of Pennsylvania and the American
Philosophical Society.

Applying Franklin’s Principles to Correct
Parallel Structure

Now, let’s consider how Franklin’s emphasis on clarity and structured thought
can guide us in correcting sentences with errors in parallelism. We will
analyze sample sentences, identify errors, and demonstrate effective



rewrites.

Example 1: Original Sentence with Parallel Structure
Error

Ben Franklin was known for his wit, his wisdom, and he was a master of
diplomacy.

Issue: The list contains inconsistent grammatical structures: "his wit," "his
wisdom," and "he was a master of diplomacy." The first two are noun phrases,
while the third is a clause, disrupting balance.

Corrected Version with Proper Parallel Structure

Ben Franklin was known for his wit, his wisdom, and his mastery of diplomacy.

Analysis: All items in the list are now noun phrases, maintaining grammatical
harmony.

Example 2: Original Sentence

Ben Franklin enjoyed reading, writing, and to experiment with electricity.

Issue: The list mixes gerunds ("reading," "writing") with an infinitive ("to
experiment"), breaking parallelism.

Corrected Version

Ben Franklin enjoyed reading, writing, and experimenting with electricity.

Analysis: All three activities are expressed as gerunds, creating a balanced
list.

Example 3: Original Sentence

He wanted to improve the city by establishing libraries, creating educational
programs, and to promote civic engagement.

Issue: The phrase "by establishing libraries" and "creating educational
programs" are gerunds, but "to promote civic engagement" is an infinitive,
disrupting parallel structure.



Corrected Version

He wanted to improve the city by establishing libraries, creating educational
programs, and promoting civic engagement.

Analysis: All three actions are expressed as gerunds or verb phrases,
ensuring consistency.

Deep Dive into Franklin’s Writing Style and
Parallelism

Analyzing Franklin’s Writings for Parallel Structure

Benjamin Franklin’s Poor Richard’s Almanack and his essays showcase his
mastery of sentence rhythm and balance. For instance, Franklin often employed
parallel structures to emphasize virtues or advice:

“Early to bed and early to rise, makes a man healthy, wealthy, and wise.”

Here, the phrase is perfectly parallel:

- "Early to bed"
- "Early to rise"
- "makes a man healthy, wealthy, and wise"

All items follow a similar grammatical pattern—adverbial phrase + infinitive
or adjective + noun—creating a memorable, rhythmic line.

Benefits of Franklin’s Parallel Constructions

- They make aphorisms memorable
- They reinforce ideas through rhythm
- They clarify relationships among concepts

Strategies for Achieving Parallelism Inspired
by Franklin

Drawing lessons from Franklin’s precision, here are strategies to write with
proper parallel structure:

1. Identify List Items: Ensure each item in a list shares the same



grammatical form.
2. Maintain Consistent Verb Forms: When listing actions, use the same verb
tense and form (all infinitives, gerunds, or clauses).
3. Balance Coordinated Ideas: Use coordinating conjunctions like "and" or
"or" to link similar structures.
4. Revise for Rhythm and Clarity: Read sentences aloud to detect imbalance or
awkwardness.

Practical Exercises for Mastering Parallel
Structure

To internalize these principles, consider the following exercises inspired by
Franklin’s clarity:

- Rewrite the following sentence to correct parallel errors:
Benjamin Franklin was interested in science, politics, and he loved to write.

- Convert this list into a balanced structure:
His achievements include inventing the lightning rod, founding the library,
and he served as ambassador.

- Create a sentence that employs parallelism to emphasize Franklin’s virtues,
similar to his aphorisms.

Conclusion: The Significance of Parallel
Structure in Franklin’s Legacy

Benjamin Franklin’s life exemplifies the virtues of clarity, balance, and
effective communication—principles that parallel the art of writing with
proper parallel structure. Whether in his scientific experiments, diplomatic
negotiations, or literary aphorisms, Franklin’s language consistently
demonstrates the power of balanced expression. For writers today, emulating
Franklin’s precision and discipline in constructing sentences not only
enhances clarity but also pays homage to his enduring legacy as a master
communicator.

In summary, understanding and applying correct parallel structure transforms
writing from mere assembly of ideas into compelling, rhythmic, and memorable
expression—qualities that Benjamin Franklin exemplified throughout his
remarkable life.



Directions Rewrite Each Of The Following Sentences To
Correct Errors In Parallel Structure 1 Ben Franklin

Directions Rewrite Each Of The Following Sentences To Correct Errors In Parallel Structure 1 Ben
Franklin

Related Articles
Which Is A Characteristic Of The Parasympathetic Division Of The ANS?A. Postganglionic
Fibers Are Generally
Get Your ZzzsIf You've Ever Had A Sleepless Night, You Know That A Lack Of Sleep Can Make
You Feel Sluggish.
Deciding What To VisualizeWhat Phenomenon Do You Want To Help Others Understand Better
With Your Visual?need

Back to Home

https://sip.evo9x.com/ma43/directions-rewrite-each-of-the-following-sentences-to-correct-errors-in-parallel-structure-1-ben-franklin.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma43/directions-rewrite-each-of-the-following-sentences-to-correct-errors-in-parallel-structure-1-ben-franklin.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma43/which-is-a-characteristic-of-the-parasympathetic-division-of-the-ans-a-postganglionic-fibers-are-generally.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma43/which-is-a-characteristic-of-the-parasympathetic-division-of-the-ans-a-postganglionic-fibers-are-generally.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma43/get-your-zzzsif-you-ve-ever-had-a-sleepless-night-you-know-that-a-lack-of-sleep-can-make-you-feel-sluggish.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma43/get-your-zzzsif-you-ve-ever-had-a-sleepless-night-you-know-that-a-lack-of-sleep-can-make-you-feel-sluggish.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma43/deciding-what-to-visualizewhat-phenomenon-do-you-want-to-help-others-understand-better-with-your-visual-need.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma43/deciding-what-to-visualizewhat-phenomenon-do-you-want-to-help-others-understand-better-with-your-visual-need.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com

