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The introduction of N. Scott Momaday’s The Way to Rainy Mountain serves as a foundational component
that sets the tone, contextualizes the narrative, and establishes a historical framework for understanding the
Kiowa people’s journey, culture, and identity. By examining how Momaday employs his introduction, readers can
gain insights into his artistic approach and the historical significance embedded within his narrative strategies.
This article explores in depth how the author’s use of the introduction functions to convey history, shape
storytelling, and deepen the reader’s comprehension of the Kiowa tradition and history.

The Role of the Introduction in Establishing Historical Context

Setting the Cultural and Historical Scene
Momaday’s introduction is not merely a preamble but a deliberate effort to ground the reader in the historical
and cultural world of the Kiowa. He begins by describing the landscape of the plains, the natural environment
that shaped the lives of the Kiowa, and the spiritual connection between the people and their land. This
geographical framing is intertwined with historical narratives that highlight the migration, survival, and
adaptation of the Kiowa people over centuries.

The author emphasizes that understanding the history of the Kiowa is essential to grasping their identity. This
is achieved through vivid descriptions of the environment, which serve as metaphors for the tribe’s resilience and
cultural endurance. By doing so, Momaday uses the introduction to bridge the physical landscape with the
tribe’s historical journey, illustrating how their environment has been integral to their history.

Using Personal and Collective Histories
Momaday’s introduction often incorporates both personal reflections and collective histories, providing a
layered perspective on the Kiowa past. For example, he intertwines stories of his family lineage with broader
historical events such as the buffalo hunts, migrations, and encounters with European settlers.

He emphasizes that personal stories are embedded within the collective history, making history more tangible and
meaningful. This approach helps to humanize historical events, shifting the focus from abstract dates and facts
to lived experiences. The introduction thus becomes a means of situating the reader within the continuum of
history, emphasizing that individual narratives are vital components of cultural memory.

Artistic Use of Language to Convey Historical Significance

Poetic and Symbolic Language
Momaday’s language in the introduction is rich with poetic and symbolic elements that evoke the depth of Kiowa
history. He employs lyrical descriptions, metaphors, and imagery that evoke the spiritual and cultural
significance of historical moments.



For instance, he describes the land as “a sacred place,” infused with stories and spirits, suggesting that history
is not only recorded in documents but also etched into the land and consciousness. This poetic language
elevates history from mere chronology to a living, breathing entity that continues to influence the present.

Use of Myth and Legend
The introduction also weaves in mythic elements, connecting historical events to Kiowa legends and spiritual
beliefs. By referencing stories of creation, heroic ancestors, and sacred sites, Momaday situates history within
a mythic framework that reinforces cultural identity.

This technique underscores that for the Kiowa, history is intertwined with myth, serving both as a record of
past events and as a moral and spiritual foundation. The introduction, therefore, functions as a portal into
this mythic-historical universe, inviting the reader to view history through a spiritual lens.

Structuring the Narrative to Highlight Historical Continuity

Chronological and Non-Chronological Elements
Momaday’s introduction employs a flexible narrative structure that combines chronological recounting with
thematic or symbolic reflections. This hybrid approach allows him to emphasize the ongoing nature of history.

For example, he recounts specific historical events but also discusses themes such as loss, resilience, and
identity that transcend time. By doing so, the introduction underscores the idea that history is not static but
a continuous flow that shapes current identity and cultural expression.

Creating a Sense of Ritual and Ceremony
The introduction often adopts a rhythmic, almost ritualistic tone, reminiscent of ceremonial speech or
storytelling traditions. This stylistic choice enhances the sense of history as a sacred, living tradition.

Momaday’s use of repetition, cadence, and call-and-response elements mimic the oral storytelling practices of
the Kiowa, emphasizing that history is transmitted through performance and remembrance. The introduction thus
functions as a ceremonial invocation of the past, connecting the reader to the cultural and spiritual practices
that preserve history.

Responses to Historical Themes in the Introduction

Recognition of Displacement and Loss
A key response in Momaday’s introduction is the acknowledgment of the displacement of the Kiowa due to
colonization, warfare, and forced migration. He discusses the loss of land, language, and traditional ways,
framing these events as pivotal moments in their history.

This acknowledgment is crucial for understanding the trauma and resilience of the Kiowa. The introduction
responds to historical trauma by emphasizing the importance of memory and storytelling as acts of cultural
preservation.



Celebration of Cultural Survival and Revival
Despite the losses, Momaday celebrates the survival and revival of Kiowa culture. The introduction highlights
how stories, rituals, and oral traditions continue to sustain the community’s identity.

This response underscores that history is not solely about tragedy but also about resilience and rebirth. The
introduction positions the narrative as a means of affirming cultural pride and continuity.

Historical Response as a Personal and Collective Act
Momaday’s introduction frames engaging with history as both a personal act of remembrance and a collective
duty. His reflections connect individual identity with the larger historical narrative, emphasizing that
understanding history is essential for self-knowledge and cultural integrity.

This approach encourages readers to see history as a living dialogue, where the past informs present identity
and future aspirations.

Conclusion: The Introduction as a Gateway to Historical
Understanding

Momaday’s use of the introduction in The Way to Rainy Mountain is a masterful blend of storytelling, poetic
language, mythic symbolism, and historical reflection. It functions as a crucial portal through which readers
are introduced to the complex history of the Kiowa people, emphasizing their resilience, spiritual traditions, and
ongoing cultural revival.

Through his strategic use of language, structure, and thematic focus, Momaday ensures that the history of
the Kiowa is not merely recounted but experienced as a vital, living force. The introduction thus lays the
groundwork for the entire narrative, inviting readers to appreciate history not only as a record of the past
but as an essential element of cultural identity and spiritual continuity.

In sum, the introduction in The Way to Rainy Mountain is an artistic and pedagogical device that responds to
historical themes with depth and sensitivity, guiding the reader into a profound understanding of the Kiowa’s
enduring legacy.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does N. Scott Momaday utilize the introduction to set the historical
context in 'In the Way to Rainy Mountain'?

Momaday uses the introduction to provide historical background on the Kiowa tribe, illustrating their origins,
migrations, and cultural significance, thereby grounding the narrative in a rich historical setting.

In what ways does the introduction in 'In the Way to Rainy Mountain' serve
to connect the reader to the historical experiences of the Kiowa people?

The introduction offers historical anecdotes and references that help readers understand the hardships,
migrations, and cultural evolution of the Kiowa, creating a deeper appreciation of their history.



How does the author incorporate historical references in the introduction
to enhance the storytelling in 'In the Way to Rainy Mountain'?

Momaday includes historical facts, legends, and oral traditions in the introduction, which serve as a
foundation for the personal and cultural stories that follow, enriching the narrative with historical depth.

What role does the historical introduction play in shaping the reader's
understanding of the themes in 'In the Way to Rainy Mountain'?

The historical introduction frames themes of loss, resilience, and cultural identity by highlighting the Kiowa's
historical struggles and survival, guiding readers to interpret the themes within a broader historical context.

How does the author use the introduction to evoke a sense of historical
continuity in 'In the Way to Rainy Mountain'?

Momaday uses the introduction to trace the Kiowa's ancestral roots and historical journey, emphasizing
traditions and memories that connect past and present, thereby fostering a sense of ongoing cultural
continuity.

In what ways does the historical perspective in the introduction influence
the reader's emotional engagement with the story?

By presenting the hardships and triumphs of the Kiowa people, the introduction elicits empathy and respect,
encouraging the reader to connect emotionally with the historical struggles and resilience of the tribe.

How does the introduction in 'In the Way to Rainy Mountain' function as a
bridge between history and personal narrative?

The introduction establishes historical facts and legends that underpin the personal stories and cultural
reflections, linking the collective history of the Kiowa with individual and familial experiences.

What techniques does Momaday employ in the introduction to highlight the
significance of history in shaping cultural identity?

Momaday uses vivid storytelling, historical anecdotes, and references to oral traditions to underscore how
history and cultural memory define and sustain the Kiowa identity over time.

Additional Resources
Introduction

In the realm of American literary classics, N. Scott Momaday’s "The Way to Rainy Mountain" stands as a
luminous example of poetic storytelling fused with cultural and historical reflection. One of the most
compelling features of this work is how Momaday employs the introduction—not merely as a preamble but as a
strategic gateway that sets the tone, context, and thematic foundation for the entire narrative. This article
delves into the nuanced ways in which the author uses the introduction to serve a historical purpose, shaping
the reader’s understanding and engagement with the Kiowa tribe’s history and culture.

---



Understanding the Purpose of the Introduction in The Way to Rainy
Mountain

Setting the Stage for Cultural and Historical Context

Momaday’s introduction functions primarily as a prologue that introduces the reader to the core themes of the
book—memory, history, spirituality, and cultural identity. Unlike conventional introductions that merely
outline the scope of a work, Momaday’s opening is crafted to establish a historical foundation that informs
the narrative.

He begins by referencing the natural landscape and the symbolism of Rainy Mountain, which is central to Kiowa
history. This choice underscores the importance of geography in shaping cultural identity, subtly hinting that
understanding the land is key to understanding the people. For instance, Momaday describes Rainy Mountain not
just as a physical feature but as a spiritual symbol, a nexus where history, myth, and spirituality intertwine.

Historical Significance in the Introduction:
- It contextualizes the Kiowa tribe’s origins and migration patterns.
- It emphasizes the importance of oral history and storytelling in preserving memory.
- It underlines the relationship between the land and cultural identity, a recurring theme throughout the book.

By doing so, the introduction acts as a bridge connecting the reader to the historical consciousness of the
Kiowa, ensuring that subsequent stories and reflections are rooted in a meaningful cultural and historical
framework.

---

Strategic Use of Personal and Cultural Narratives

Blending Personal Reflection with Historical Narrative

Momaday’s introduction is distinctive because it seamlessly intertwines personal reflection with collective
history. He opens with his personal connection to Rainy Mountain, describing his visits and the memories
associated with it. This personal tone serves a dual purpose:

1. It humanizes the historical narrative, making it accessible and emotionally resonant.
2. It underscores the importance of individual memory in the preservation of collective history.

By positioning himself as both a storyteller and a descendant of the Kiowa, Momaday emphasizes that history
is not just a series of dates or events but a living, breathing tradition passed through generations. His
reflections serve as a tool to engage readers emotionally, fostering a deeper understanding of the historical
significance of the land and the people.

Historical Responses:
- Reinforces the idea that history is transmitted through stories, myths, and personal memory.
- Highlights the resilience of cultural identity amidst historical upheavals like displacement and colonization.
- Demonstrates how individual perspectives contribute to a collective historical consciousness, vital in
indigenous histories often marginalized or misunderstood.

This narrative strategy enhances the historical depth of the introduction and establishes a tone of reverence
and continuity, framing the subsequent chapters within a personal and cultural historical context.



---

Thematic Foundations and Historical Underpinnings

Introducing Core Themes Through the Introduction

Momaday’s introduction does more than set the scene; it introduces the core themes that are explored
throughout the book, many of which are inherently tied to historical experiences.

Key themes include:
- The significance of the land in Kiowa culture.
- The importance of storytelling and oral history.
- The impact of historical events such as displacement and cultural loss.
- The spiritual relationship between the people and their environment.

By framing these themes early on, Momaday ensures that the reader approaches the subsequent stories with an
awareness of their historical roots. For instance, his discussion of the Kiowa’s migration and survival
strategies contextualizes their oral traditions, which serve as repositories of historical knowledge.

Historical responses illuminated in the introduction:
- Recognition of displacement, such as forced relocations to reservations.
- Understanding the resilience of cultural practices despite historical suppression.
- Appreciating the land as a historical symbol embodying memory, identity, and continuity.

This thematic groundwork establishes the introduction as a vital historical primer, guiding readers to interpret
the narrative as a dialogue between past and present.

---

The Use of Literary Devices to Reinforce Historical Significance

Symbolism and Imagery in the Introduction

Momaday employs rich symbolism and imagery to deepen the historical resonance of the introduction. For
example, Rainy Mountain itself is depicted not merely as a geographic feature but as a symbol of the Kiowa’s
spiritual journey and historical endurance.

Key literary devices include:
- Imagery of the land: Descriptions evoke the landscape’s sacredness, connecting it to Kiowa myths and
historical migrations.
- Symbolic language: Rainy Mountain symbolizes both physical and spiritual passage, linking history and
mythology.
- Mythic storytelling tone: The introduction adopts a poetic style reminiscent of oral storytelling,
emphasizing the importance of tradition in historical memory.

These devices serve to embed historical meaning within the poetic fabric of the introduction, making it more than
an informative preamble—it's an evocation of collective memory.

---



The Introduction as a Cultural and Historical Manifesto

Positioning the Work as a Preservation of Heritage

Finally, Momaday’s introduction functions as a declaration of cultural sovereignty. It asserts the
importance of indigenous voices in narrating their history, counteracting centuries of marginalization.

By foregrounding the Kiowa’s relationship to their land and their stories, the introduction becomes a statement
that:
- Preserves cultural identity.
- Challenges historical narratives that have silenced indigenous perspectives.
- Celebrates resilience and continuity.

This makes the introduction not only informative but also a political act—affirming the importance of
indigenous history and storytelling.

---

Conclusion

In "The Way to Rainy Mountain", N. Scott Momaday masterfully leverages the introduction to serve a
multifaceted purpose rooted in history. It functions as a cultural and historical primer, blending personal
reflection with collective memory, introducing central themes, and utilizing poetic devices to reinforce the
significance of land and tradition. The introduction acts as a vital portal, inviting the reader to view the
subsequent stories through the lens of history—recognizing that for the Kiowa, history is alive in their land,
their stories, and their enduring spirit.

Through this strategic use of the introduction, Momaday not only educates but also honors the resilience of
his people, making the work a powerful testament to the importance of understanding history to grasp the full
depth of cultural identity. It is an exemplary model of how an introduction can transcend its traditional role,
becoming an essential component in shaping a narrative that is both historically rich and emotionally
compelling.
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