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Read The Excerpt From Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby. My Own House Was An Eyesore, But
It Was A Small Eyesore, and this opening line encapsulates the complex themes of appearance,
identity, and social class that permeate F. Scott Fitzgerald's masterpiece. In this article, we will delve
into the significance of this excerpt, its context within the novel, and how Fitzgerald uses imagery and
symbolism to critique the American Dream and the pursuit of wealth. Through a detailed analysis,
readers will gain a deeper understanding of the novel's enduring relevance and Fitzgerald's masterful
storytelling.

Understanding the Excerpt in Context

The Setting of The Great Gatsby
The Great Gatsby is set in the Jazz Age of the 1920s, a period marked by economic prosperity, cultural
change, and a shift in social values. The novel primarily takes place in Long Island, New York,
specifically in the affluent communities of West Egg and East Egg. West Egg, where the narrator Nick
Carraway resides, is home to newly wealthy individuals who have acquired their riches recently, often
through business ventures. East Egg, on the other hand, represents old money and inherited wealth.

The Significance of the House as a Symbol
Fitzgerald's reference to his own house as "an eyesore" highlights the disparity between appearance
and reality—a recurring theme in the novel. Gatsby’s mansion, for example, is described with
grandeur but also as a symbol of superficiality and excess. The "small eyesore" remark underscores
the idea that even modest or unassuming properties can carry symbolic weight, reflecting the
characters' social aspirations and the superficial nature of wealth.

Analyzing the Line: "My Own House Was An Eyesore,
But It Was A Small Eyesore"

Imagery and Tone
The phrase "eyesore" immediately evokes a sense of ugliness or something out of place, suggesting
that the house is not aesthetically pleasing or socially impressive. The qualifier "small" juxtaposed
with "eyesore" introduces a nuanced tone—while the house is not grand or glamorous, it is still
perceived as unappealing. This contrast emphasizes the disparity between outward appearances and
internal realities.



Implications of the Statement
By describing his house as "an eyesore," Fitzgerald subtly critiques the obsession with outward
appearances prevalent in American society during the 1920s. The remark can also be interpreted as a
reflection of the narrator’s humility or self-awareness, acknowledging that material possessions do
not necessarily equate to social worth.

Thematic Exploration

The Illusion of the American Dream
Fitzgerald's depiction of houses—both Gatsby’s lavish mansion and the narrator’s modest
home—serves as a metaphor for the American Dream. The dream promises prosperity and happiness
through material success, yet the reality often reveals superficiality and dissatisfaction. The "eyesore"
symbolizes the hollowness behind the facade of wealth.

Social Class and Identity
The contrast between different types of homes reflects the social stratification of the era. Fitzgerald
explores how individuals define their identities through possessions and appearances. The narrator’s
acknowledgment of his house as an "eyesore" suggests a conscious awareness of social status and
the limitations it imposes.

Fitzgerald’s Use of Imagery and Symbolism

The Eyes as a Motif
Throughout the novel, Fitzgerald employs the motif of eyes—most notably the eyes of Doctor T. J.
Eckleburg, a billboard overlooking the valley of ashes. These eyes symbolize moral oversight and the
emptiness of the American Dream. The "eyesore" house complements this motif by representing the
visual and moral decay hidden behind the gleaming facades.

The House as a Reflection of Character
Gatsby’s mansion, with its opulence, stands as a symbol of his aspirations and the illusions of
happiness tied to wealth. Conversely, the narrator’s modest house, though less impressive, signifies
humility and authenticity. Fitzgerald suggests that true worth cannot be measured solely by material
possessions.



Impacts on Modern Readers and Relevance

Reflection on Materialism
The excerpt encourages modern readers to consider the costs of materialism and superficiality. In an
age where appearances are often prioritized, Fitzgerald’s critique remains relevant, urging a reflection
on what truly constitutes value and success.

Understanding Social Dynamics
The description of houses as eyesores or small eyesores highlights the importance of social
awareness and self-perception. Recognizing the disparity between outward appearances and inner
realities can foster a more authentic appreciation of oneself and others.

Conclusion
The opening line, "My Own House Was An Eyesore, But It Was A Small Eyesore," encapsulates the
core themes of The Great Gatsby—the illusions of wealth, the disparity between appearance and
reality, and the societal obsession with status. Fitzgerald’s masterful use of imagery and symbolism
invites readers to critically examine the American Dream and the true meaning of success. As we
explore this excerpt, it becomes clear that beneath the surface of opulence lies a complex web of
human desires, ambitions, and disillusionments—a message that continues to resonate over a century
after the novel’s publication.

Further Reading and Resources

SparkNotes Summary and Analysis of The Great Gatsby

CliffsNotes Guide to The Great Gatsby

The Daily Beast: Fitzgerald and the American Dream

Frequently Asked Questions

What does Fitzgerald imply about Gatsby's house in the
excerpt?
Fitzgerald suggests that Gatsby's house is grand and impressive, but perhaps ostentatious or gaudy,
making it an 'eyesore' despite its beauty, reflecting Gatsby's desire to impress others.

https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/gatsby/
https://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/g/the-great-gatsby/book-summary
https://www.thedailybeast.com/scott-fitzgerald-and-the-illusion-of-the-american-dream


How does the phrase 'My Own House Was An Eyesore' reflect
Gatsby's feelings about his property?
It indicates that Gatsby perceives his house as unattractive or undesirable, possibly symbolizing his
internal dissatisfaction or the superficial nature of his wealth.

What is the significance of describing the house as a 'Small
Eyesore' in the excerpt?
The phrase suggests that while Gatsby's house may be large, it is also somewhat modest or
unremarkable in its ugliness, hinting at the contrast between appearance and reality.

How does Fitzgerald use the description of the house to
develop themes in 'The Great Gatsby'?
Fitzgerald uses the house's description to explore themes of illusion versus reality, materialism, and
the elusive nature of the American Dream.

What can readers infer about Gatsby's personality from his
comment on his house being an 'eyesore'?
Readers might infer that Gatsby is self-aware and possibly modest or ironic about his wealth,
emphasizing that appearances can be deceptive.

In what way does the excerpt reflect the novel's critique of
the American Dream?
The description highlights the disparity between material success and personal fulfillment, critiquing
the idea that wealth alone can bring happiness or social acceptance.

Additional Resources
Read The Excerpt From Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby. My Own House Was An Eyesore, But It Was A
Small Eyesore

In F. Scott Fitzgerald’s timeless novel The Great Gatsby, the narrator, Nick Carraway, offers a nuanced
depiction of his surroundings that extends beyond mere physical descriptions. One such
passage—“My own house was an eyesore, but it was a small eyesore”—serves as a window into the
novel’s themes of perception, social status, and personal identity. This seemingly simple statement
opens a gateway to understanding how Fitzgerald constructs character and setting, using physical
space as a reflection of inner worlds and societal divisions. In this article, we will explore the
significance of this excerpt, analyze its literary and thematic implications, and examine how Fitzgerald
employs vivid imagery and symbolism to deepen our understanding of the novel’s complex social
landscape.

---



Understanding the Context: Setting and Narration in
The Great Gatsby

Before diving into the specifics of the excerpt, it’s essential to situate it within the broader context of
The Great Gatsby. Published in 1925, the novel is set during the Roaring Twenties—a period
characterized by economic prosperity, cultural shifts, and a burgeoning obsession with wealth and
status. Fitzgerald’s portrayal of East Egg and West Egg—the two fictional Long Island
communities—embodies these social distinctions.

Nick Carraway, the narrator, is a Midwesterner who moves to Long Island’s West Egg, where new
money resides, contrasted with East Egg, home to old-money aristocrats. His narrative perspective is
both observational and introspective, and his descriptions of his surroundings often serve as
metaphors for the characters’ social aspirations and moral values.

The excerpt in question—“My own house was an eyesore, but it was a small eyesore”—comes from a
moment when Nick reflects on his modest house, which, relative to the opulence around him, appears
unattractive. This self-deprecating remark underscores his awareness of social hierarchies and his
position within them.

---

Dissecting the Excerpt: Literal and Symbolic
Interpretations

Literal Meaning: The Physical Description
At face value, Nick admits that his house is visually unappealing—an “eyesore.” The phrase “small
eyesore” indicates that, while not beautiful, it is comparatively minor in its ugliness. This distinction
suggests that Nick recognizes the presence of more ostentatious or grandiose structures nearby,
which serve as symbols of wealth and social standing.

Key points:
- Nick’s house is physically unattractive.
- It is “small” in comparison to other structures, implying proximity to larger, more impressive
buildings.
- The phrase hints at a hierarchy of appearances, where size and grandeur equate to social
dominance.

Symbolic Significance: The House as a Reflection of Identity
Beyond its physical description, the house functions as a symbol within the novel’s social
commentary. Nick’s modest dwelling reflects his Midwestern roots, modest means, and moral self-
awareness. His acknowledgment that his house is an “eyesore” reveals humility and perhaps a sense
of alienation within the opulent society he observes.



Symbolic interpretations include:
- Social Status: The size and appearance of homes are indicators of wealth and social rank. Nick’s
“small eyesore” stands in contrast to the lavish mansions of Gatsby or the grand estates of East Egg
residents.
- Moral Self-Perception: Nick’s frankness about his house suggests honesty and self-awareness,
qualities that set him apart from the superficiality of other characters.

---

Imagery and Literary Devices in the Excerpt

Fitzgerald’s skillful use of imagery and literary devices enhances the thematic depth of the excerpt.

Imagery of Eyesores
The term “eyesore” evokes visual discomfort, emphasizing the displeasure associated with Nick’s
house. It also hints at a moral or aesthetic judgment—what is ugly or displeasing to the eye can also
symbolize social or personal flaws.

Implications:
- The visual discomfort reflects feelings of inadequacy or outsider status.
- It underscores the theme of appearances versus reality.

Contrast and Comparison
The phrase “but it was a small eyesore” introduces a comparative element, highlighting the disparity
between Nick’s modest house and the luxurious mansions nearby.

Literary devices:
- Juxtaposition: Contrasts Nick’s modesty with the grandeur around him.
- Irony: Despite calling his house an eyesore, Nick also seems to accept or even embrace its
imperfections, hinting at authenticity.

Tone and Voice
Nick’s tone is candid and somewhat self-deprecating. This honesty establishes credibility and invites
readers to consider the deeper meanings behind his words.

---

Themes Explored Through the Excerpt

The excerpt encapsulates several of the novel’s core themes:



Social Class and Hierarchy
Nick’s acknowledgment of his house’s appearance underscores the social stratification present in the
novel. The contrast between his modest home and the ostentatious mansions illustrates the disparity
between old money and new money, and the superficiality often associated with wealth.

Identity and Self-Perception
Nick’s humility and honesty about his house mirror his moral compass and self-awareness. It hints at
an understanding that material wealth does not necessarily equate to personal worth.

Illusions vs. Reality
Fitzgerald often explores the disparity between outward appearances and inner realities. Nick’s
comment subtly suggests that appearances can be deceiving, and that true character may lie
beneath superficial grandeur.

---

Fitzgerald’s Use of Setting as a Narrative Tool

The physical description of Nick’s house is more than mere scenery; it’s a narrative device that
reveals character and themes.

How Fitzgerald employs setting:
- Establishing Mood: The “eyesore” evokes a sense of humility or discomfort, setting a realistic tone.
- Highlighting Themes: The modest house contrasts with the extravagance of Gatsby’s mansion,
emphasizing themes of aspiration and societal division.
- Character Development: Nick’s honest appraisal reflects his integrity and sense of morality.

---

Conclusion: The Power of a Small Description

F. Scott Fitzgerald’s succinct yet layered description—“My own house was an eyesore, but it was a
small eyesore”—serves as a microcosm of the novel’s exploration of social stratification, identity, and
illusion. Through vivid imagery, strategic comparisons, and a candid tone, Fitzgerald invites readers to
reflect on the superficiality of appearances and the deeper truths that lie beneath.

This small description exemplifies how carefully crafted details can carry profound thematic weight,
enriching the narrative and providing insight into characters’ psyches and societal commentary. As
readers journey through The Great Gatsby, such moments remind us that beneath the glittering
surface of wealth and glamour, there are often more modest realities—yet these realities are just as
integral to understanding the human experience depicted in Fitzgerald’s masterpiece.



---

In essence, Fitzgerald’s depiction of his house as a “small eyesore” is a masterful blend of imagery,
symbolism, and thematic depth. It underscores the delicate balance between appearance and reality,
social aspiration and authenticity—elements that continue to resonate with readers, making The
Great Gatsby a perennial exploration of the American Dream and its discontents.
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