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The actions of Mr. and Mrs. White at the conclusion of the story provide profound insights into their
contrasting expectations and outlooks on life, fate, and their own desires. Their behavior encapsulates the
underlying themes of hope, fear, loss, and the human tendency to cling to or relinquish control over
destiny. Analyzing their actions offers a window into their characters, revealing how their personal hopes
and fears shape their responses to the tragic events that unfold. This article explores these actions in detail,
unpacking what they reveal about each character’s expectations and the broader implications of their
behavior within the story’s context.

---

Understanding the Ending: Context and Setup

Before delving into the actions of Mr. and Mrs. White, it’s essential to understand the story’s background.
The narrative typically revolves around a mystical or supernatural element—most famously, the
mysterious monkey’s paw—that grants wishes with unintended consequences. The White family’s
interactions with the paw symbolize their hopes and fears, which ultimately lead to tragedy. The ending,
characterized by the White couple’s reactions, underscores their differing attitudes toward the
supernatural, their desires, and their acceptance or denial of reality.

---

Actions of Mr. White at the End of the Story

Desperation and Denial
Mr. White’s actions at the story’s climax are driven by a mixture of desperation and denial. When he hears
the knocking at the door, he is overwhelmed with conflicting emotions—hope that his son is alive and fear
of the consequences of their previous wishes. His decision to wish the knocking away reflects a desire to



undo the harm caused, revealing his hope for a return to normalcy. However, his immediate reaction also
shows a reluctance to accept the reality of their loss, illustrating an expectation rooted in denial.

Seeking Control and Reversal
Throughout the story, Mr. White’s actions suggest a desire to control fate. His initial wish for money
indicates a hope for material security, while his later wish to bring back his son demonstrates a longing to
undo the past. His willingness to use the monkey’s paw again—despite previous warnings—reveals his
expectation that he can manipulate circumstances to his advantage. At the end, his frantic wish to prevent
his son’s return signifies an expectation that he can reverse prior mistakes, even in the face of supernatural
warnings.

Acceptance of Tragedy or a Last-ditch Effort?
In the final moments, Mr. White’s actions—wishing his son away once more—highlight either a tragic
acceptance of life’s unpredictability or a desperate attempt to regain control. His behavior suggests that he is
caught between hope and despair, and his expectations about the power of the monkey’s paw ultimately
clash with the reality of its malevolence. His actions reveal a person who, despite repeated warnings, still
believes in the possibility of reversing misfortune, reflecting an expectation rooted in stubborn hope rather
than rational acceptance.

---

Actions of Mrs. White at the End of the Story

Protective Instincts and Grief
Mrs. White’s behavior at the story’s conclusion is characterized by intense grief and a protective instinct.
When she hears the knocking and believes her son has returned, her immediate response is to call for him,
driven by maternal love and hope. Her actions demonstrate a deep expectation that her desires for her son’s
safe return can be fulfilled, even in the face of supernatural warnings. Her frantic attempt to see her son
again underscores her expectation that love and hope can override the ominous warnings.

Rejection of Reality and Acceptance of Hope
Mrs. White’s insistence that her son is alive and her efforts to bring him back reveal her tendency to reject
the harsh reality. She clings to hope with a stubbornness that blinds her to the danger. Her actions suggest
that her expectations about the supernatural are optimistic—she believes that her love and desire can
influence the supernatural forces at play. This hope-driven behavior contrasts sharply with Mr. White’s



more pragmatic or resigned stance.

Impulsiveness and Emotional Decision-Making
At the climax, Mrs. White’s impulsiveness becomes evident as she rushes to open the door. Her emotional
decision to ignore warnings and her desire to see her son again reflect an expectation that her emotional
needs outweigh rational caution. Her actions embody a maternal hope that defies reason, revealing her
belief that love can triumph over supernatural malevolence.

---

Contrasting Expectations: What Their Actions Reveal

Hope vs. Fear
- Mr. White’s actions often stem from a hope to reverse past mistakes and regain control over their lives.
His repeated wishes show an expectation that the supernatural can be harnessed to serve his desires.
- Mrs. White’s actions are driven by hope for reunion and love, expecting that her maternal instincts can
manipulate or overcome supernatural forces.

Control vs. Surrender
- Mr. White exhibits an expectation of control, attempting to master fate through the monkey’s paw and his
wishes.
- Mrs. White, on the other hand, demonstrates a surrender to her emotional impulses, expecting love and
hope to be sufficient to influence the outcome.

Reality Acceptance vs. Denial
- Mr. White’s final actions suggest a struggle to accept the tragic reality, expecting that wishes can undo the
harm.
- Mrs. White’s actions show a refusal to accept the reality, expecting that her love and hope will prevail
despite the supernatural warnings.

---



Implications of Their Actions on the Story’s Themes

Human Desire and the Illusion of Control
The actions of Mr. and Mrs. White illustrate the human tendency to desire control over fate, often leading
to tragic consequences. Their expectations—hope for material wealth, reunion, and reversal of
misfortune—are ultimately thwarted by the malevolence of the supernatural forces they invoke.

Conflict Between Rationality and Emotion
Their contrasting actions exemplify the tension between rational decision-making and emotional impulses.
Mr. White’s desperate wishes represent a flawed belief in rational mastery, while Mrs. White’s impulsive
actions reflect emotional desperation. The story suggests that unchecked emotion and overconfidence in
control can lead to catastrophe.

Acceptance of Fate and Fatalism
The ending underscores the importance of accepting fate and the dangers of denial. Mr. White’s final, futile
wishes embody a refusal to accept the inevitable, highlighting the tragic consequences of such denial.

---

Conclusion: What Their Actions Signify
The actions of Mr. and Mrs. White at the end of the story reveal their fundamentally different expectations
about life, fate, and the supernatural. Mr. White’s behavior is characterized by a desire to control and
reverse fate, driven by hope tinged with desperation. Conversely, Mrs. White’s actions stem from maternal
love and hope, but also a tendency to deny reality in favor of emotional longing. Together, their behaviors
underscore key themes of the story: the peril of human hubris, the unpredictability of fate, and the
destructive potential of unchecked hopes. Their contrasting responses serve as a cautionary tale about the
limits of human control and the importance of accepting life's uncertainties.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

How do Mr. and Mrs. White's reactions at the end reflect their differing
attitudes toward fate and control?
Mr. White's frantic wish to undo the wish shows his desire to regain control, while Mrs. White's insistence
on using the monkey's paw suggests she believes in fate or destiny, highlighting their contrasting
perspectives.

What do the actions of Mr. and Mrs. White reveal about their individual
hopes and fears?
Mr. White's attempt to reverse the wish demonstrates his fear of consequences and regret, whereas Mrs.
White's eagerness to use the paw again reveals her hope for a better future and her longing to change their
fate.

How do their differing responses at the story's conclusion illustrate their
expectations about the supernatural?
Mr. White's cautious and fearful response indicates skepticism and a desire to avoid further supernatural
interference, while Mrs. White's persistent actions suggest she believes in the power of the supernatural to
bring about positive change.

In what way do Mr. and Mrs. White's actions demonstrate their
contrasting levels of acceptance of the story's tragic ending?
Mr. White's attempt to undo the wish shows he cannot accept the tragic outcome and hopes to alter it,
whereas Mrs. White's readiness to use the paw again indicates she accepts or believes in the possibility of
influencing their destiny despite the tragedy.



What do their different reactions suggest about their underlying
expectations regarding luck and destiny?
Mr. White's actions suggest he believes luck is fragile and can be reversed, while Mrs. White's behavior
implies she expects that her wishes and actions can influence or override destiny.

How do the actions of Mr. and Mrs. White at the end underscore their
differing beliefs about the consequences of meddling with fate?
Mr. White's hesitation and regret highlight his understanding that meddling with fate can be dangerous,
whereas Mrs. White's eagerness to use the paw again shows she believes she can control or improve their
situation through her actions.

What do their contrasting actions reveal about the story's message
regarding human expectations and the supernatural?
Their actions emphasize the tension between human wishes and the unpredictable consequences of
supernatural forces, illustrating that differing expectations—whether hopeful or fearful—can lead to tragic
outcomes.

Additional Resources
What Do The Actions Of Mr. And Mrs. White At The End Of The Story Reveal About Their Different
Expectations

The concluding actions of Mr. and Mrs. White in the story serve as a powerful window into their
contrasting expectations, hopes, and fears. While the narrative leaves much open to interpretation, a close
analysis of their behaviors reveals underlying themes about human desire, the nature of regret, and the
divergence between optimism and pragmatism. Their final actions are not merely incidental but are
emblematic of their distinct worldviews, shaped by personal experiences, beliefs, and emotional responses.
Understanding these differences enriches our comprehension of the story's message and the characters’
psychological landscapes.

---

Overview of the Characters’ Expectations

Before delving into their final actions, it is essential to understand the divergent expectations held by Mr.
and Mrs. White throughout the story. These expectations are rooted in their personalities, outlooks on life,



and their understanding of the supernatural or fate.

Mr. White’s Expectations
- Optimism and Hope: Mr. White generally embodies a hopeful outlook, believing in the possibility of
altering their circumstances through action.
- Belief in the Power of the Monkey’s Paw: His initial curiosity and subsequent actions suggest a belief that
he can control or influence fate.
- Desire for Security: His actions are motivated by a desire to secure his family's future and avoid hardship.
- Acceptance of Risks: Though cautious, he is willing to take risks based on his belief that they can mitigate
potential dangers.

Mrs. White’s Expectations
- Emotional Reactivity: Mrs. White is driven more by emotion than reason, expecting immediate and
tangible results.
- Desire for Reunion: Her primary hope revolves around reviving her son, reflecting her longing and
grief.
- Skepticism of the Supernatural: While she initially shows some belief, her actions later reveal a mixture
of hope and desperation.
- Focus on Personal Loss: Her expectations are centered on reversing her personal tragedy, often
overriding caution.

---

Analysis of Their Actions at the End of the Story

The story culminates in the White family's final actions, which starkly contrast and reveal their differing
expectations. These actions serve as a testament to their internal conflicts and worldviews.

Mr. White’s Final Actions and Their Implications
- His Decision to Wish for Their Son’s Return: Mr. White initiates the final wish, driven by hope and a
desire to undo the past.
- His Reluctance and Anxiety: Before making the wish, he hesitates, indicating a conflict between hope and
fear of the unknown consequences.
- His attempt to prevent the tragic outcome: When he hears the knocking at the door, he instinctively fears
the worst, indicating his realistic apprehensions.
- The act of destroying the monkey’s paw: By destroying the talisman, Mr. White demonstrates a



pragmatic approach, recognizing that their attempts to control fate can be dangerous.

Features of Mr. White’s actions:
- Deeply rooted in hope but tempered by fear.
- Recognizes the limits of human control.
- Shows a willingness to accept loss rather than risk further tragedy.

Pros:
- Demonstrates wisdom and humility.
- Embodies a realistic acceptance of fate’s unpredictability.

Cons:
- His initial curiosity and overconfidence contributed to the tragedy.
- His final destruction of the paw might be seen as abandoning hope.

Mrs. White’s Final Actions and Their Implications
- Her frantic desire to see her son again: Mrs. White’s urgent attempts to open the door reflect her
overwhelming grief and longing.
- Her ignoring warnings and caution: She dismisses her husband's fears, driven by emotional desperation.
- Her insistence on seeing her son: Her actions reveal her expectation that her love and hope can override
the supernatural danger.
- Her grief-stricken behavior at the end: When her husband intervenes, her despair is palpable, and her
actions suggest she believes in the possibility of reunion at any cost.

Features of Mrs. White’s actions:
- Driven primarily by emotion.
- Shows an attachment to hope rooted in love and grief.
- Exhibits a tendency to ignore rational warnings, emphasizing her expectation that love conquers all.

Pros:
- Highlights the depth of maternal love.
- Demonstrates the human tendency to cling to hope in times of desperation.

Cons:
- Her actions ultimately lead to tragedy.
- Her emotional blindness prevents her from seeing the dangers of her expectations.

---



What Their Actions Reveal About Their Different Expectations

The stark contrast between Mr. and Mrs. White’s final behaviors underscores their fundamentally different
expectations about fate, control, and hope.

Mr. White’s Realistic Expectations
- His actions suggest he holds a more cautious optimism, understanding that tampering with fate can have
dire consequences.
- His decision to destroy the paw signifies his belief that some forces are better left untouched.
- His hesitations show a recognition of human limitations and an acceptance that some outcomes are beyond
control.

Mrs. White’s Romanticized Expectations
- Her actions are fueled by a hope that love and persistence can defy supernatural forces.
- Her desperation to see her son again reflects an expectation that emotional bonds are stronger than fate.
- Her dismissiveness of caution signifies a belief that hope can override reason and danger.

Implications of Their Different Expectations

Understanding their actions sheds light on broader themes about human nature:

- Optimism vs. Realism: Mr. White’s cautious approach contrasts with Mrs. White’s emotional desperation,
highlighting the tension between hope and pragmatic acceptance.
- Control over Destiny: Mr. White’s final act of destruction symbolizes his recognition of the limits of
human control, whereas Mrs. White’s actions suggest a belief that love and hope can challenge or bypass
these limits.
- Emotional vs. Rational Decision-Making: Their behaviors illustrate how emotion can cloud judgment,
sometimes leading to tragedy, while rationality offers a more tempered perspective.

---

Conclusion: What Their Actions Ultimately Reveal

The actions of Mr. and Mrs. White at the end of the story reveal a profound commentary on human
expectations and the nature of hope and fear. Mr. White’s cautious, pragmatic response embodies an



acknowledgment of the unpredictable and often uncontrollable forces at play, emphasizing that some
dangers are better left unchallenged. Conversely, Mrs. White’s frantic and emotional actions expose the
human tendency to cling to hope, especially when driven by love and grief, even when such hope defies
rational judgment.

Together, their contrasting behaviors serve as a cautionary tale about the dangers of overconfidence in our
ability to manipulate fate and the destructive power of unchecked hope. Their final actions encapsulate the
story’s core message: that human expectations—whether realistic or romantic—shape our responses to
tragedy and influence our understanding of control, destiny, and the limits of human agency. Through
their differing responses, the narrative explores the delicate balance between hope and acceptance,
ultimately revealing that our actions are often reflections of our deepest beliefs about life’s uncertainties.
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