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In the rapidly evolving landscape of technology and business, organizations are constantly seeking innovative
ways to streamline operations, reduce costs, and accelerate project delivery. One notable approach gaining
popularity is the utilization of alternative system acquisition methods that bypass traditional Information
Services (IS) or Information Technology (IT) departments. These methods enable organizations to free up
valuable IT resources, reduce bottlenecks, and foster greater agility. This article explores the various system
acquisition strategies that offer these benefits, focusing on how bypassing the IS department can be
advantageous, and provides insights into best practices, potential risks, and implementation considerations.

Understanding Traditional System Acquisition Processes

The Role of the IS Department
Traditionally, the IS or IT department serves as the gatekeeper for all technology acquisitions within an
organization. Their responsibilities include:

- Assessing technical requirements
- Ensuring compliance with security and governance standards
- Managing procurement procedures
- Overseeing deployment and integration
- Providing ongoing support and maintenance

While these functions are crucial for maintaining security and consistency, they can also lead to delays,
resource constraints, and limited flexibility, especially in fast-paced environments where rapid deployment is
essential.

Challenges with Traditional Approaches
Organizations often face several challenges with the conventional system acquisition process:

- Lengthy approval cycles
- Limited agility and responsiveness
- Overburdened IT teams, delaying strategic initiatives
- Increased costs due to prolonged procurement processes
- Potential misalignment with business needs

In response to these challenges, many organizations are exploring alternative approaches that enable faster
deployment and better resource allocation.

Alternative System Acquisition Methods That Bypass the IS



Department

Several strategies exist that allow organizations to acquire and implement systems without relying solely
on the IS department. These methods are particularly useful for non-core applications, cloud solutions, or
departmental-specific tools.

1. Shadow IT
Shadow IT refers to technology solutions and applications adopted and used by employees or departments
without formal approval from the central IT team.

Advantages:
- Faster deployment
- Greater flexibility for end-users
- Reduced burden on IT resources

Risks:
- Security vulnerabilities
- Data compliance issues
- Lack of centralized support

Best Practices:
- Implement clear policies regarding shadow IT
- Encourage collaboration between IT and departments
- Monitor and manage shadow IT to mitigate risks

2. Citizen Development and Low-Code/No-Code Platforms
Citizen development involves non-IT staff creating applications using low-code or no-code platforms.

Advantages:
- Significantly reduces the workload on IT
- Empowers business units to address their needs quickly
- Accelerates application development cycles

Implementation Tips:
- Provide training for end-users
- Establish governance frameworks
- Use enterprise-grade low-code platforms for security and scalability

3. Cloud-Based SaaS Solutions
Software-as-a-Service (SaaS) applications are often purchased directly by departments or end-users.

Advantages:
- Fast deployment without IT involvement
- Lower upfront costs
- Scalability and flexibility

Considerations:
- Ensure vendor compliance with security standards
- Maintain oversight for integration and data governance



4. Self-Service Procurement Portals
Organizations may establish self-service portals that allow departments to procure approved software or
services directly.

Advantages:
- Streamlined purchasing process
- Reduced IT bottlenecks
- Better alignment with department needs

Implementation Strategies:
- Define approved vendor lists
- Incorporate approval workflows
- Provide training and support

How Bypassing the IS Department Frees Up Resources

By adopting these alternative acquisition methods, organizations can unlock several key benefits that directly
impact IT resource allocation and overall efficiency.

1. Reduces IT Workload
Allowing departments to independently acquire and deploy solutions means IT teams are no longer bogged down
with routine procurement, deployment, or support tasks.

Key points:
- Focus on strategic initiatives
- Allocate resources to core IT functions
- Minimize administrative overhead

2. Accelerates Deployment Times
Speeding up the process from need identification to deployment enables organizations to respond swiftly to
business opportunities and challenges.

Key points:
- Shortens project timelines
- Enhances competitive advantage
- Facilitates innovation

3. Promotes Agility and Flexibility
Departments can experiment with new tools and solutions without waiting for central approval, fostering a
culture of innovation.

Key points:
- Rapid prototyping
- Quick adaptation to market changes
- Empowered end-users



4. Reduces Costs
By bypassing lengthy procurement cycles and leveraging cloud or SaaS solutions, organizations can often
reduce costs associated with hardware, licenses, and maintenance.

Key points:
- Lower capital expenditures
- Pay-as-you-go models
- Less dependency on internal infrastructure

Potential Risks and Mitigation Strategies

While bypassing the IS department offers numerous advantages, it also introduces certain risks that
organizations must manage carefully.

Risks of Bypassing the IS Department
- Security vulnerabilities due to unmanaged applications
- Data privacy and compliance issues
- Integration challenges with existing systems
- Lack of centralized support and management
- Duplication of efforts and redundant systems

Mitigation Strategies
- Establish clear policies and guidelines for departmental acquisitions
- Use approved vendor lists and pre-vetted solutions
- Implement monitoring tools to oversee shadow IT activities
- Provide training and awareness programs
- Develop governance frameworks for citizen development and SaaS adoption
- Ensure proper data management and security protocols are in place

Best Practices for Effective System Acquisition Outside the IS
Department

To maximize benefits and minimize risks, organizations should adopt best practices when implementing alternative
system acquisition methods.

1. Define Clear Governance Policies
- Establish criteria for approved solutions
- Set approval workflows
- Specify security and compliance requirements

2. Foster Collaboration Between Departments and IT
- Encourage communication to align on standards
- Share best practices and lessons learned
- Promote transparency and accountability



3. Leverage Modern Technologies
- Use enterprise-grade low-code platforms
- Implement monitoring and management tools
- Adopt centralized dashboards for oversight

4. Train End-Users and Department Leaders
- Educate on security best practices
- Provide guidance on procurement processes
- Promote responsible use of shadow IT and citizen development

Conclusion: Balancing Agility and Control

Organizations seeking to free up IT resources and accelerate project deployment must carefully consider the
trade-offs involved in bypassing the IS department. While methods such as shadow IT, citizen development, and
direct SaaS procurement can offer significant advantages in terms of speed, cost, and flexibility, they also
require robust governance and oversight to mitigate associated risks. By establishing clear policies, fostering
collaboration, and leveraging modern tools, organizations can create a balanced approach that empowers
departments while maintaining security, compliance, and system integrity. Ultimately, the right system
acquisition strategy depends on organizational goals, maturity, and risk appetite, but the underlying principle
remains: strategic agility coupled with prudent governance leads to sustained success in today's dynamic
business environment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary advantage of using a cloud-based system acquisition
method over traditional IT department-led approaches?

The primary advantage is freeing up internal IT resources by leveraging external cloud providers, which reduces
the burden on the internal IT department and accelerates deployment.

How does bypassing the internal IS department in system acquisition improve
organizational agility?

It allows for faster decision-making and implementation by engaging external vendors directly, reducing
bureaucratic delays and enabling quicker responses to changing business needs.

What are the key benefits of using third-party managed services for system
acquisition?

Key benefits include reducing internal IT workload, accessing specialized expertise, lowering costs, and enabling
the organization to focus on core business functions.

Are there any risks associated with bypassing the IS department during
system acquisition, and how can they be mitigated?

Risks include lack of oversight and security concerns. These can be mitigated by establishing clear governance
policies, vendor assessments, and ensuring compliance with security standards.



In what scenarios is bypassing the IS department during system acquisition
most beneficial?

It is most beneficial when rapid deployment is required, when leveraging specialized external solutions, or when
internal resources are constrained and cannot meet urgent needs.

Additional Resources
System Acquisition Method That Has The Advantages Of Freeing Up IT Resources By Bypassing The IT
Department

In the rapidly evolving landscape of technology and business, organizations constantly seek innovative ways
to optimize their resources, improve efficiency, and accelerate their digital transformation initiatives. One
significant challenge faced by many enterprises is the bottleneck created by traditional IT department
processes, which can slow down the deployment of new systems and hinder agility. To address this, certain
system acquisition methods have emerged that allow organizations to bypass the conventional IT department,
thereby freeing up IT resources and expediting project timelines.

This review delves into the system acquisition method renowned for its ability to bypass the IT
department—"Shadow IT"—exploring its advantages, risks, best practices, and strategic implications. While
"Shadow IT" is often associated with uncontrolled or unauthorized technology use, when approached
thoughtfully and within proper governance, it can serve as a powerful tool to optimize resource allocation
and foster innovation.

---

Understanding Shadow IT as a System Acquisition Method

What is Shadow IT?

Shadow IT refers to the use of information technology systems, applications, or devices by employees or
departments without formal approval or direct involvement of the organization’s central IT department.
Examples include:

- Using cloud-based applications like Dropbox, Google Drive, or Slack without IT oversight
- Purchasing SaaS solutions independently
- Setting up personal or departmental servers and networks
- Utilizing unapproved hardware or mobile devices for work tasks

While traditionally viewed as a risk, Shadow IT can also be considered a strategic method for acquiring
systems outside the purview of the IT department, often resulting in faster deployment and resource liberation.

Why Is Shadow IT Considered a System Acquisition Method?

Because it involves end-users or departments independently procuring and deploying technology solutions,
Shadow IT essentially functions as an informal, decentralized system acquisition process. It often bypasses
the lengthy formal procedures of the IT department, leading to:

- Reduced dependency on IT project pipelines
- Faster implementation of tools suited to immediate departmental needs



- Empowerment of end-users to select solutions that best fit their workflows

---

Advantages of Bypassing the IT Department Through Shadow IT

Implementing or leveraging Shadow IT as a system acquisition approach can offer several strategic benefits,
especially in terms of resource management and agility.

1. Accelerated Deployment and Innovation

Speed is paramount in today's competitive environment. Shadow IT allows departments to:

- Quickly identify and adopt solutions without waiting for IT approval cycles
- Test new applications or tools in real-time, fostering innovation
- Respond promptly to evolving business needs or market demands

Example: A marketing team may deploy a new analytics platform within days, rather than months, by bypassing
IT approval.

2. Freeing Up IT Resources

IT departments often face resource constraints, managing a backlog of projects. Shadow IT:

- Offloads routine or departmental-specific needs from IT, reducing their workload
- Enables IT to focus on strategic initiatives rather than day-to-day support of every tool
- Minimizes delays caused by bureaucratic approval processes

Result: IT personnel can redirect their efforts toward core infrastructure, security, and enterprise-wide
initiatives.

3. Enhanced Flexibility and User Autonomy

End-users and departments gain:

- Greater autonomy in selecting solutions tailored to their specific requirements
- Increased satisfaction and productivity
- The ability to experiment with emerging technologies without bureaucratic hurdles

4. Cost Savings and Budget Optimization

By procuring solutions directly, departments may:

- Avoid licensing or procurement delays
- Negotiate deals independently, sometimes securing better prices
- Reduce administrative overhead associated with centralized procurement



5. Encouraging a Culture of Innovation

Allowing controlled Shadow IT fosters a mindset of experimentation and learning, which can:

- Promote innovative problem-solving
- Lead to the identification of new tools and practices that can later be integrated enterprise-wide

---

Risks and Challenges Associated with Shadow IT

While the advantages are compelling, shadow IT is not without significant risks that organizations must
carefully manage.

1. Security Vulnerabilities

Unapproved solutions may:

- Lack proper security controls or compliance standards
- Introduce malware, data breaches, or unauthorized data access
- Create shadow data silos that are difficult to monitor and protect

2. Data Governance and Compliance Issues

Using unsanctioned tools can lead to:

- Non-compliance with industry regulations (e.g., GDPR, HIPAA)
- Data loss or mishandling
- Difficulties in audit and reporting processes

3. Fragmentation of Systems and Data

Multiple disparate solutions can:

- Create data inconsistencies
- Make integration with enterprise systems challenging
- Lead to inefficiencies and duplicated efforts

4. Lack of Support and Maintenance

Shadow IT solutions often:

- Lack vendor support or enterprise-level SLAs
- Are difficult to troubleshoot and maintain
- Pose challenges for disaster recovery planning



5. Potential for Organizational Silos and Lack of Visibility

Without oversight, shadow IT can:

- Lead to silos that hinder collaboration
- Obscure the full technology landscape, complicating strategic planning

---

Strategies for Managing Shadow IT Effectively

Given the benefits and risks, organizations should aim for a balanced approach rather than outright
suppression. Effective strategies include:

1. Establish Clear Governance and Policies

- Define acceptable use policies
- Educate employees on security and compliance standards
- Create a transparent process for solution requests and approvals

2. Foster Open Communication and Collaboration

- Encourage departments to communicate their needs to IT
- Involve end-users in the selection process of approved tools
- Promote a culture where innovation is supported within governance frameworks

3. Implement Monitoring and Risk Assessment Tools

- Use security solutions to detect unsanctioned cloud services
- Conduct regular audits of deployed applications
- Assess and mitigate risks associated with shadow IT

4. Provide Self-Service Portals and Approved Solutions

- Offer a curated marketplace of approved applications
- Enable departments to access tools quickly within a governed environment
- Reduce the temptation to resort to unauthorized solutions

5. Adopt a "Bring Your Own Device" (BYOD) and SaaS Strategy

- Embrace flexible work policies that include approved shadow IT options
- Offer cloud-based solutions that meet departmental needs securely

---



Transforming Shadow IT into a Strategic Asset

Rather than viewing shadow IT solely as a threat, organizations can harness it as a source of innovation and
agility when managed properly.

1. Identification and Cataloging

- Conduct surveys or utilize monitoring tools to identify shadow IT solutions
- Maintain an inventory to understand the technology landscape

2. Evaluation and Integration

- Assess the security, compliance, and compatibility of shadow IT tools
- Integrate successful solutions into the enterprise architecture where possible

3. Policy Development and Education

- Develop flexible policies that accommodate departmental needs
- Educate staff on best practices and security requirements

4. Incremental Formalization

- Gradually bring high-value shadow IT solutions into formal governance
- Provide support and resources to scale successful solutions enterprise-wide

---

Conclusion: The Strategic Value of Bypassing the IT Department

In today’s fast-paced digital environment, the traditional, centralized approach to system acquisition can
hinder innovation and agility. Shadow IT, when managed thoughtfully, offers a compelling method to bypass
the IT department’s bottlenecks, freeing up IT resources and empowering departments to meet their objectives
swiftly.

However, this approach must be balanced with robust governance, security, and compliance measures. By
recognizing shadow IT as both a potential risk and an opportunity, organizations can craft strategies that
leverage its advantages while mitigating its downsides.

Ultimately, the key lies in fostering a culture of collaboration and trust between IT and business units, where
shadow IT is not merely tolerated but strategically integrated as part of a broader digital transformation
journey. This nuanced approach ensures organizations remain agile, innovative, and secure in an increasingly
complex technological landscape.
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