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The Declaration of Independence is a seminal document in American history, symbolizing
the birth of a nation committed to liberty, equality, and self-governance. However,
beneath its bold rhetoric and lofty ideals lie subtle hints that the authors, the Founding
Fathers, harbored reservations and discomforts about some of the principles they were
espousing. These nuances reveal a complex picture of men torn between their ideals and
the realities of their time. One particular quotation from the Declaration points directly to
this internal struggle and discomfort, illuminating the nuanced stance of the founding
generation.

The Context of the Declaration of Independence

Before delving into the specific quotation, it’s important to understand the context in
which the Declaration was written. Drafted primarily by Thomas Jefferson in 1776, it was
a revolutionary document that articulated the colonies' grievances against British rule and
justified their separation. The language was revolutionary and bold, asserting rights to
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, and proclaiming the colonies’ independence.

However, the process of drafting, debating, and signing the Declaration was not without
tension. Many founders grappled with moral, political, and practical concerns. Some were
wary of the implications of full independence, while others struggled with the language
used to justify rebellion.

Key Quotations Reflecting Discomfort

Among the various statements in the Declaration, one particular sentence stands out as a
reflection of the Founding Fathers’ discomfort:

"But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object
evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty,
to throw off such Government."

While this sentence underscores the colonies' justification for rebellion, it also subtly hints
at the moral and political dilemma faced by the authors: the act of rebellion itself. The
language is assertive, yet it carries an underlying acknowledgment of the gravity of their
actions.



Another significant quotation that reveals discomfort is found in the list of grievances,
particularly:

"He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his
invasions on the rights of the people."

This statement admits that the King’s actions—dissolving representative bodies—were
egregious and unjust. The wording suggests a recognition of the tyranny they faced and
the moral compromise involved in resisting it.

The Most Notable Quotation Indicating Discomfort

The most prominent quotation that indicates the Founding Fathers’ discomfort with their
declaration of independence is actually found in the preamble and the conclusion, which
states:

"With a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each
other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor."

While this is a noble declaration of resolve, it also implies an awareness of the risks
involved—personal sacrifice, potential loss of property, and even life. The language of
mutual pledge and reliance on divine Providence suggests that the signers were acutely
aware of the peril they faced and the moral weight of their decision.

Analyzing the Indications of Discomfort

The quotations above reflect several layers of discomfort among the Founding Fathers
regarding their actions and the language they used.

1. Acknowledgment of Tyranny and Moral Dilemmas

By listing grievances against King George III, the Declaration admits that the British
monarch’s actions are unjustifiable. The language recognizes wrongdoing on the part of
the British Crown but also highlights the moral dilemma faced by the colonists: rebelling
against a sovereign authority involves risking chaos and instability.

2. The Language of Justification and Resistance

The Declaration employs powerful, assertive language—such as "it is their right, it is their
duty"—which reveals a conscious effort to justify rebellion. The founders were aware that
their actions were extraordinary and potentially controversial, and they sought to frame
their rebellion as morally necessary rather than simply rebellious.



3. The Sacrificial Tone

The closing pledge of "Lives, Fortunes and sacred Honor" underscores the personal
sacrifices the signers were willing to make. This language indicates an awareness of the
high cost of independence and perhaps a recognition that such a step was fraught with
moral and practical concerns.

The Significance of the Discomfort in Historical
Perspective

Understanding the moments of discomfort expressed in the Declaration provides a richer
perspective on the founding era. It challenges the narrative of unanimous enthusiasm for
independence, revealing instead a complex process laden with moral qualms and personal
risks.

Historical Evidence of Founders’ Reservations

- Many founders, including John Adams, expressed doubts about the timing and the risks
involved.

- Some signers, like John Dickinson, initially favored reconciliation with Britain and only
later supported independence.

- The language used in the Declaration reflects an awareness of the gravity of their
decision and the potential consequences.

Conclusion

In examining the Declaration of Independence, the quotation that most clearly indicates
the Founding Fathers’ discomfort is the closing pledge: "with a firm reliance on the
protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes
and our sacred Honor." This statement encapsulates the awareness of risk, moral weight,
and personal sacrifice involved in their revolutionary act. It signifies that, despite their
bold declarations of independence, the authors were not entirely comfortable with the
enormity of their actions—they understood the gravity, the potential consequences, and
the moral dilemmas inherent in breaking away from Britain.

By recognizing these nuanced expressions of discomfort, we gain a more comprehensive
understanding of the founding generation. They were men of conviction and courage, but
also men aware of the profound risks and moral complexities of their historic decision.
Their words reflect a delicate balance between revolutionary fervor and personal
apprehension—a testament to their humanity and the gravity of the moment that shaped
the United States of America.



Frequently Asked Questions

Which quotation from the Declaration of Independence
suggests that the Founding Fathers were uncomfortable
with tyranny?

"That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the
Right of the People to alter or to abolish it." This indicates their discomfort with
oppressive rule and the desire for change.

What line in the Declaration reflects the Founders'
unease with the existing British government?

"A Prince whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit
to be the ruler of a free people." This shows their discomfort with monarchy and tyranny.

Is there a part of the Declaration that reveals the
Founding Fathers’ reluctance to sever ties with Britain?

While the Declaration primarily emphasizes grievances, the phrase "with a firm reliance
on the protection of divine Providence" hints at their hope for reconciliation, indicating
some discomfort with outright independence at first.

Which quote from the Declaration indicates the
Founders' concern about the potential consequences of
rebellion?

"And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred
Honor." The solemn pledge suggests awareness of the risks involved.

Does the Declaration contain language that shows the
Founders' hesitation or moral conflict?

The phrase "a decent respect to the opinions of mankind" reveals their awareness of the
gravity of their actions and the discomfort in breaking from tradition.

Which part of the Declaration reflects the Founders’
unease about the justification for independence?

"To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world." This cautious approach indicates
their discomfort in making a bold claim without solid evidence.



Is there a quotation that indicates the Founding
Fathers' discomfort with the idea of rebellion?

While not explicitly about discomfort, the tone of grievance and the detailed list of
wrongdoings show that they were troubled by the necessity of rebellion but felt compelled
by moral duty.

Additional Resources

Uncertainty - a word that resonates deeply when examining the Declaration of
Independence, particularly in its quotations that reveal the Founding Fathers' underlying
discomfort with the status quo and their own bold assertions. While the document is
celebrated as a declaration of independence and a foundational text of American liberty, it
also subtly reflects the ambivalence, hesitation, and moral dilemmas faced by its authors.
One specific quotation that encapsulates this unease is:

"When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the
political bands which have connected them with another..."

Though seemingly straightforward, this opening line hints at a complex mix of resolve and
reluctance, revealing the Founders' awareness of the gravity of their actions and the
potential consequences involved.

The Context: The Political and Moral Climate
Leading to the Declaration

Before delving into the specific quotation, it is essential to understand the circumstances
that led the Founding Fathers to draft the Declaration of Independence. The late 18th
century was a period of mounting tension between the American colonies and the British
Crown, characterized by:

- Taxation Without Representation: The colonies faced increasing taxes like the Stamp Act
and Townshend Acts, without colonial representation in Parliament.

- Restriction of Colonial Autonomy: Measures such as the Coercive Acts (Intolerable Acts)
severely limited colonial self-governance.

- Growing Colonial Identity: Over time, colonists developed a distinct identity separate
from Britain, fostering sentiments of independence.

- Violence and Repression: Events like the Boston Massacre (1770) and the Boston Tea
Party (1773) heightened tensions.

- The Continental Congress: A gathering of colonial representatives seeking a unified
stance against Britain.

Amid these developments, the colonies faced the dilemma of whether to seek
reconciliation or declare independence. The Declaration reflects this internal conflict—the



desire for liberty intertwined with the recognition of the risks involved.

The Significance of the Opening Lines: “When in
the Course of human events...”

This opening phrase is often cited as a pivotal moment in American political thought, for
several reasons:

- It frames the act of declaring independence as a significant, almost inevitable part of
human history.

- It acknowledges the gravity of the decision, implying that such actions are not taken
lightly.

- It sets the tone for the document, blending philosophical reflection with political
justification.

However, beneath the eloquent language lies an expression of uncertainty—a recognition
that the colonies are about to undertake a radical and potentially perilous course of action.

Uncertainty Embedded in the Language

The phrase “it becomes necessary” is not a casual choice; it carries connotations of:

- Moral obligation: The colonies feel compelled to act, but not frivolously.

- Reluctance and Hesitation: The phrase suggests that the decision is not one made lightly
or impulsively but as a last resort.

- Acknowledgment of consequences: Recognizing that dissolving political bonds with
Britain is a serious step fraught with risks.

This choice of words indicates that the Founders were not entirely comfortable with
breaking away but believed it was unavoidable given their circumstances.

Specific Quotations Reflecting Discomfort and
Unease

Beyond the opening line, the Declaration contains several statements that reveal the
authors’ discomfort with their actions and the moral dilemmas they faced.



1. The List of Grievances: “He has refused his Assent to
Laws...”

The lengthy list of grievances against King George III and the British government
documents the abuses, including:

- Imposing taxes without consent

- Maintaining standing armies in peacetime
- Cutting off trade

- Denying the colonies fair trials

While these grievances justify independence, they also highlight the moral and political
discomfort of accusing a monarch of tyranny. The Founders are painfully aware that they
are challenging a legitimate authority, which creates internal conflict about the legitimacy
and morality of their rebellion.

2. The Assertion of the Right to Revolution: “...to
dissolve the political bands...”

This phrase is a bold assertion of independence, but it is prefaced by the acknowledgment
that such a step is “necessary,” implying reluctance. The Founders understood that:

- They were breaking with centuries of tradition and allegiance.
- Such an act could lead to war, loss of life, and instability.
- The decision was a moral dilemma, balancing loyalty against oppression.

3. The Pledge of “a decent respect to the opinions of
mankind”

When they declare independence, the Founders appeal to the judgment of the world. This
indicates their awareness of the consequences and the potential disapproval from other
nations, especially Britain and its allies. Their effort to justify their actions reflects an
underlying discomfort about the legitimacy of rebellion but also a necessity to defend their
stance publicly.

The Underlying Ambivalence: Are the Words Truly
Confident or Concealed Doubt?

The language of the Declaration often appears confident and resolute. However, many
scholars interpret certain phrases as disguising deeper doubts.



4. The Use of “He” and the Personalization of
Grievances

- The grievances are directed at King George III, but they also serve as a moral indictment.
- The framing suggests personal blame, which may have been uncomfortable, as it
implicates a monarch and a British people they once considered allies.

5. The Phrase “Appealing to the Supreme Judge of the
World for the Rectitude of our Intentions”

- This invocation of divine judgment reveals their moral seriousness but also their
awareness of the heavy burden of their decision.

- It hints at uncertainty about the moral righteousness of rebellion and a desire for divine
approval.

6. The Tone of Self-Reflection and Caution

Throughout the document, there are moments where the language hints at hesitation:

- The phrase “it becomes necessary” (as noted earlier).

- The careful enumeration of grievances, rather than outright accusations.

- The framing of independence as a logical and moral necessity rather than a
straightforward declaration of supremacy.

Historical Evidence of Discomfort Among the
Founders

The feelings of unease are not merely inferred from language; historical records and
personal writings illustrate that many Founders experienced doubts, fears, and moral
conflicts.

1. Thomas Jefferson’s Personal Writings

- Jefferson, the primary author, was deeply philosophical and reflected on the moral
implications of rebellion.

- His later writings show a nuanced view of the Revolution, with recognition that violence
and upheaval are tragic but sometimes necessary.



2. The Role of Moderates and Radicals

- While radicals like John Adams and Thomas Paine advocated strongly for independence,
moderates such as John Dickinson expressed reservations.

- The debate within the Continental Congress reveals internal discomfort with the severity
of the language and the risks involved.

3. The Influence of External Events

- The outbreak of violence, such as the battles of Lexington and Concord, forced the hand
of the colonists, making rebellion seem inevitable.

- Yet, many still questioned whether they were justified, reflecting a residual discomfort
with the act of rebellion.

The Broader Philosophical and Ethical
Implications

The Declaration is rooted in Enlightenment ideals, emphasizing natural rights and the
social contract. However, the Founders’ choice of words betrays an awareness of the
moral complexity involved.

- They explicitly recognize that rebellion is a last resort, not a first choice.

- Their language struggles between asserting independence and acknowledging the
gravity of their actions.

- This tension underscores that even revolutionary founders were not entirely comfortable
with the upheaval they were initiating but believed it was necessary for justice.

Conclusion: The Quote That Reveals Founding
Fathers’ Discomfort

The opening line of the Declaration of Independence—“When in the Course of human
events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands...”—serves as a
powerful indicator of the Founding Fathers’ unease. It encapsulates the recognition that
their decision to break away from Britain was not taken lightly, but rather driven by moral
necessity, with the understanding that it carried profound risks.

This phrase, along with other carefully chosen statements in the document, reflects a
deep-seated ambivalence. They were aware of the moral, political, and personal costs of



rebellion, and their language subtly conveys this discomfort. The Declaration, while a
declaration of independence, also stands as a testament to the complex moral landscape
navigated by its authors—a landscape marked by reluctance, apprehension, and moral
tension.

In essence, the very words that proclaim liberty and independence also reveal the
Founders’ internal struggle—a recognition that their boldest act was, at its core, an act of
moral necessity tinged with discomfort. This nuanced understanding deepens our
appreciation of the Declaration not merely as a revolutionary document but as a reflection
of the human complexities involved in seeking justice and independence.
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