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Introduction

Understanding the religious landscape of the 19th century reveals complex
interactions between faith communities and societal acceptance. Among these,
Brigham Young is a prominent figure associated with the Mormon faith,
officially known as The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The
Mormon community, under Brigham Young's leadership, faced significant
religious intolerance, which shaped their migration, settlement, and growth
in the United States. In this article, we explore Brigham Young's association
with the Mormon faith, the history of religious intolerance they endured, and
how their experiences contrast with other religious groups such as Judaism.

Who Was Brigham Young?

Early Life and Leadership

Brigham Young (1801-1877) was a prominent American religious leader,
politician, and second president of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. He became the leader of the Mormon community after the death of
Joseph Smith, the church's founder, and was instrumental in guiding the
church through periods of persecution and migration.

Role in the Mormon Movement

Under Brigham Young's leadership, Mormons:

- Moved westward to escape persecution

- Settled in Utah Territory

- Established Salt Lake City as a Mormon stronghold

- Advocated for religious freedom and community self-sufficiency

His leadership was characterized by resilience in the face of hostility and a
commitment to establishing a safe haven for Mormons amid widespread religious
intolerance.



The Mormon Faith and Religious Intolerance

Origins of Persecution

The Mormon faith emerged in the early 19th century, a time of religious
revivalism in America. However, the unique doctrines and social practices of
Mormons, such as their emphasis on community cohesion, distinctive beliefs
about God and Jesus, baptism for the dead, and communal living, led to
suspicion and hostility from other religious and secular groups.

Key factors contributing to Mormon persecution included:

- Belief in modern revelation and prophetic leadership

- Practices perceived as unorthodox (e.g., plural marriage)
- Political influence and communal organization

- Cultural differences from mainstream American society

Major Incidents of Religious Intolerance

Some notable episodes of persecution include:

- The 1838 Mormon War in Missouri, leading to violence and expulsion
- The 1844 assassination of Joseph Smith amid rising tensions

- The 1857 Utah War, a federal military confrontation

- Social ostracism, economic boycotts, and mob violence

Impact on Mormon Migration

Faced with threats and violence, Brigham Young led the Mormon community on
the arduous trek westward to Utah. This migration was driven by the desire to
escape religious persecution and establish a community free from hostility.

Summary of migration:

1. Initial movement from Illinois to Missouri

2. Expulsion from Missouri and subsequent persecution

3. Journey to Utah in 1846-1847

4. Establishment of Salt Lake City and surrounding settlements

Religious Intolerance Faced by Mormons vs.
Other Faiths

Comparison with Judaism

While Mormons faced significant persecution, their experiences differ from
those of Jewish communities, which have historically faced centuries of
religious intolerance across various regions.

Jewish Communities’ Historical Experiences:



- Medieval expulsions from European countries

- Blood libel accusations and pogroms

- Discrimination in various societies based on religion and ethnicity
- Holocaust atrocities during World War II

Differences in Experiences:

- Mormons' persecution in America was largely due to doctrinal differences
and social practices, often resulting in violence and forced migrations.

- Jewish persecution spanned centuries and involved systemic discrimination,
violent pogroms, and genocides.

Similarities:

- Both groups faced societal suspicion and hostility

- Both sought to establish safe communities and preserve their faith

- Both faced legal and social barriers in different historical contexts

Comparison with Other Christian Denominations

Some Christian groups, especially those considered heretical or dissenting,
also experienced persecution. For example:

- Protestant groups persecuted Catholics during certain periods

- Anabaptists faced execution during the Reformation

- Early Christian communities faced Roman persecution

However, the specific case of the Mormons was characterized by:
- Organized mob violence

- State-level suppression

- Forced migrations

Legacy of Religious Intolerance and Brigham
Young’'s Role

Establishing a Mormon Safe Haven

Brigham Young'’s leadership was pivotal in transforming Utah into a refuge for
Mormons. His policies emphasized self-reliance, community cohesion, and the
establishment of social institutions resistant to external hostility.

Advocacy for Religious Freedom

Brigham Young and the Mormon community actively worked toward securing
religious liberties, influencing laws and policies that protected their
rights and helped normalize their presence in American society.



Modern Perspectives

Today, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints advocates for
religious tolerance and understanding. The history of persecution and
resilience remains a core part of Mormon identity, highlighting their
perseverance in the face of religious intolerance.

Conclusion

Brigham Young is primarily associated with the Mormon faith, a religious
community that faced significant persecution and religious intolerance during
the 19th century. Their journey from persecution to establishment of a
thriving community in Utah exemplifies resilience and faith. Compared to
other religious groups such as Judaism, Mormons' experiences reflect a unique
trajectory influenced by doctrinal differences, social practices, and
historical context. Recognizing these histories fosters greater understanding
and appreciation of religious diversity and the ongoing struggle for
religious freedom.
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This comprehensive article provides an in-depth look into Brigham Young's
association with the Mormon faith and its history of religious intolerance,
while also comparing it to the experiences of Judaism and other Christian
groups.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which Christian faith is Brigham Young associated
with that experienced religious intolerance?

A. Mormons



Was Brigham Young a leader of the Mormon faith?

Yes, Brigham Young was a prominent leader of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, commonly known as Mormons.

Did Mormons face religious intolerance during
Brigham Young's leadership?

Yes, Mormons experienced significant religious intolerance, especially in the
19th century, leading to persecution and forced migrations.

Is Judaism the faith associated with Brigham Young
in the context of religious intolerance?

No, Brigham Young is primarily associated with the Mormon faith, not Judaism.

What were some instances of religious intolerance
faced by Mormons under Brigham Young?

Mormons faced violence, legal persecution, and social discrimination, notably
in Illinois and during their migration westward.

Did Brigham Young lead the Mormon community during
the westward migration due to religious intolerance?

Yes, Brigham Young led the Mormon community to Utah to escape persecution and
religious intolerance in the eastern United States.

Are there any connections between Brigham Young and
Judaism?

No, there are no significant historical connections between Brigham Young and
Judaism.

What role did Brigham Young play in establishing
Mormon settlements amidst religious intolerance?

He led the Mormon pioneers in establishing Salt Lake City and other
settlements to practice their faith freely.

Is religious intolerance a significant part of the
history of the Mormon faith associated with Brigham
Young?

Yes, religious intolerance was a major factor that influenced the Mormon
community's migration and settlement strategies under Brigham Young.



Can the religious intolerance faced by Mormons be
considered a historical event linked to Brigham
Young's leadership?

Yes, the persecution and intolerance faced by Mormons during Brigham Young's
leadership are key historical events in the church's history.

Additional Resources

Brigham Young Is Associated With Which Christian Faith That Experienced
Religious Intolerance?

The history of religious communities in America is marked by periods of
intense faith-driven conviction, as well as episodes of persecution and
intolerance. Among these, the story of Brigham Young and the faith he helped
establish—the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (commonly known as
the Mormon Church)-stands out prominently. This review delves into the deep
historical context of Brigham Young'’s association with Mormonism, exploring
the nature of religious intolerance faced by this community, and contrasting
it with other faiths like Judaism.

Introduction to Brigham Young and Mormonism

Brigham Young (1801-1877) was a pivotal figure in American religious history.
As the second president of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
he led the Mormon community through critical periods, including their
migration westward to Utah. Mormonism, founded in the early 19th century by
Joseph Smith, is a Christian-based faith that incorporates unique doctrines,
scriptures (notably the Book of Mormon), and practices.

Key aspects of Mormonism under Brigham Young:

- Restorationist Movement: Mormonism considers itself a restoration of early
Christianity, claiming to restore the original church of Jesus Christ.

- The Book of Mormon: An additional testament of Jesus Christ, considered
scripture alongside the Bible.

- Community and Doctrine: Emphasizes strong community bonds, missionary work,
and distinctive doctrines including plural marriage (early on).



The Religious Landscape and Context of the 19th
Century America

Understanding the environment in which Brigham Young and Mormonism emerged is
essential:

- Religious Diversity: The early 19th century was a period of religious
revivalism known as the Second Great Awakening, which spurred numerous new
denominations.

- Mainstream Christianity: Dominant denominations included Baptists,
Methodists, Presbyterians, and Episcopalians.

- Religious Tolerance and Intolerance: While some communities welcomed
religious diversity, others reacted with suspicion and hostility toward new
or unorthodox groups.

In this milieu, Mormonism was viewed with suspicion, largely because of its
distinctive doctrines, practices like plural marriage, and perceived social
separatism.

Religious Intolerance Faced by Mormonism

Brigham Young and his followers faced substantial persecution and
intolerance, both in their early years in New York and Ohio, and later in
Illinois and Utah. The types of intolerance ranged from social ostracism to
violent attacks.

Early Persecutions and Harassment

- Initial Reactions: When Joseph Smith founded Mormonism, local communities
often viewed the movement with suspicion and hostility.

- Legal and Social Oppression: Mormons faced legal challenges, including
accusations of sedition, polygamy, and disruptive social behavior.

- Violent Attacks: The destruction of Mormon properties, mob violence, and
even massacres—most notably the 1838 Mormon War in Missouri, which led to the
expulsion of Mormons from the state.

The Utah Period and Statehood Challenges

- Migration to Utah: Brigham Young led thousands of Mormon pioneers westward
to escape persecution.
- Conflicts with U.S. Government: The Mormon community’s practice of plural



marriage, illegal under federal law, led to ongoing conflicts.
- The Utah War (1857-1858): A military confrontation initiated by the U.S.
government, fueled by tensions over Mormon practices and governance.

Polygamy and Legal Repression

- Public Outcry: The practice of plural marriage was seen as immoral and
illegal, leading to widespread hostility.

- Legal Bans: The U.S. government passed laws such as the Morrill Anti-Bigamy
Act (1862), and later the Edmunds Act (1882) and Edmunds-Tucker Act (1887),
aimed at suppressing Mormon polygamy.

- Punitive Actions: Mormon leaders, including Brigham Young, faced arrest,
and the community was marginalized socially and politically.

The Impact of Religious Intolerance

- Social Marginalization: Mormons were often ostracized, faced economic
boycotts, and were denied certain civil rights.

- Violence and Terrorism: The violence against Mormons was often orchestrated
by mobs, sometimes with tacit government complicity.

- Resilience and Adaptation: Despite persecution, Mormon communities
persisted, emphasizing their religious convictions and community bonds.

Contrast with Other Religions: Judaism and
Religious Intolerance

While the focus here is on Mormonism and Brigham Young, it’s instructive to
briefly compare the experiences of Mormonism with those of Judaism, another
historically persecuted faith in America.

Jewish Communities and Religious Intolerance

- Historical Background: Jewish immigrants arrived in America in significant
numbers during the 19th and early 20th centuries, often fleeing persecution
in Europe.

- Discrimination and Violence: Jewish communities faced anti-Semitic laws,
social discrimination, and violent pogroms in Europe, with some
manifestations in America.

- Examples of Intolerance:

- Social exclusion from certain neighborhoods and clubs.



- The rise of anti-Semitic sentiments leading to vandalism, hate crimes, and
discriminatory laws.

- Notable incidents like the 1915 lynching of Leo Frank in Georgia.

- Legal and Civil Rights: Over time, Jewish Americans fought for equal
rights, facing and overcoming societal prejudice.

Comparison with Mormon Experiences

| Aspect | Mormonism (Brigham Young) | Judaism in America |

| Origin | Founded in 1820s by Joseph Smith | Ancient faith, with significant
American migration in 19th century |

| Main Persecution | Mob violence, anti-polygamy laws, forced migration |
Social discrimination, anti-Semitic laws, violence |

| Duration | From early 19th century through late 19th/early 20th century |
Ongoing, with peaks during certain periods |

| Nature of Persecution | Religious practices, social separatism, polygamy |
Racial/ethnic discrimination, religious antisemitism |

| Community Response | Persistence, migration, legal battles | Advocacy,
civil rights movements, assimilation |

Key insight: Both groups endured significant intolerance rooted in their

distinct religious identities and practices. Mormonism’s persecution was

often driven by doctrinal differences and social fears, especially around
practices like polygamy, while Jewish communities faced racial and ethnic
prejudices.

Legacy and Modern Perspectives

The history of religious intolerance faced by the Mormon community under
Brigham Young has left an indelible mark on American religious freedoms and
civil rights.

- Legal Reforms: The struggles against anti-polygamy laws contributed to
broader discussions on religious liberty.

- Religious Tolerance: Today, Mormonism is a well-established faith with
legal protections and a significant presence in America.

- Lessons Learned: The history underscores the importance of religious
freedom, diversity, and the dangers of intolerance.

Similarly, the Jewish community’s perseverance has helped shape America’s
commitment to religious pluralism and civil rights.



Conclusion

Brigham Young'’s association with Mormonism places him at the heart of a
complex history marked by both faith-driven resilience and episodes of
intense religious intolerance. The persecution faced by Mormons—mob violence,
legal suppression, and social marginalization—mirrors, in many ways, the
struggles of other minority faiths like Judaism, which also faced
discrimination and violence but from different social and historical angles.

Understanding these histories not only sheds light on the challenges faced by
these communities but also highlights the ongoing importance of religious
tolerance and the protection of minority rights in a diverse society. The
story of Brigham Young and Mormonism remains a testament to faith,
perseverance, and the pursuit of religious freedom amidst adversity.

In summary: Brigham Young is most notably associated with Mormonism, a
Christian faith that experienced significant religious intolerance during the
19th century, driven by doctrinal differences, social fears, and legal
challenges. While Judaism’s history in America also involves persecution, it
is distinct in its racial and ethnic context, making Mormonism’s struggles
under Brigham Young a unique chapter in the broader narrative of religious
intolerance in American history.
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