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1966.A.) SenatorB.) PresidentC.) in a surprising turn of events that would
cement his place in American political history. The year 1966 marked a
pivotal point for Maddox, a man whose staunch segregationist views and
colorful personality captured both national attention and controversy. His
election to a significant political office not only showcased the shifting
landscape of Georgia politics during the Civil Rights era but also
highlighted the deep societal divisions of the time. To understand the
significance of Maddox’s rise, it is essential to explore his background,
political journey, and the broader context of the American South during the
1960s.

The Background of Lester Maddox

Early Life and Business Career
Lester Maddox was born on September 30, 1915, in Atlanta, Georgia. Before
entering politics, Maddox was a restaurateur who owned the famous Pickrick
restaurant in Atlanta. Known for his fierce opposition to desegregation,
Maddox became a local figure in Georgia for his outspoken segregationist
stance. His restaurant became a symbol of resistance to integration, often
refusing service to Black customers and openly supporting segregation
policies.

Political Rise and Segregationist Views
Maddox’s political career was deeply rooted in his segregationist beliefs. He
gained notoriety in the 1960s for his vocal opposition to Brown v. Board of
Education and other civil rights initiatives. His fiery rhetoric and
confrontational style resonated with a segment of Georgia’s white population
that was resistant to change. Maddox’s stance on segregation made him a
controversial figure, but it also garnered him a loyal following among
segregationists who viewed him as a defender of traditional Southern values.

The 1966 Election and Its Significance



Context of Georgia Politics in the 1960s
The 1960s were a tumultuous time in Georgia and across the South. The Civil
Rights Movement was gaining momentum, leading to significant social and
political upheaval. Many white Southerners felt threatened by the push for
racial integration and civil rights reforms. In this climate, elections often
became a battleground over racial issues, with candidates either supporting
or opposing segregation policies.

The Election of Lester Maddox as Lieutenant Governor
In 1966, Lester Maddox achieved a major political victory when he was elected
Lieutenant Governor of Georgia. This election marked a turning point because
Maddox’s victory signaled that his segregationist views still held
significant sway among Georgia voters. His campaign was characterized by
fiery rhetoric and appeals to white voters who wanted to maintain segregation
and traditional Southern customs.

Impact and National Attention

Why Maddox’s Election Drew National Attention
Maddox’s election was not just a local affair; it made headlines across the
United States. His outspoken opposition to civil rights and his reputation
for violent protests at his restaurant drew media interest. His victory was
seen as a reflection of the deep racial divides in the South and the
resistance to federal civil rights mandates.

Media coverage portrayed Maddox as a symbol of Southern defiance against
integration.

His election challenged the narrative that the South was uniformly
moving toward civil rights acceptance.

National civil rights leaders and political figures reacted strongly,
often condemning his segregationist stance.

The Role of the Media and Public Perception
The media played a crucial role in shaping Maddox’s image. His colorful
personality—often described as combative and unapologetically racist—made him
a sensational figure. This media attention amplified the racial tensions of
the era and brought national scrutiny to Georgia’s political climate.



The Legacy of Lester Maddox

His Term as Lieutenant Governor
Maddox served as Georgia’s Lieutenant Governor from 1967 to 1971. During his
tenure, he continued to promote segregationist policies and became a symbol
of resistance to federal civil rights initiatives. Despite his controversial
views, Maddox was a skilled politician who used his platform to influence
Georgia politics significantly.

Later Political Career and Views
In 1970, Maddox made a bid for the governorship of Georgia but was
unsuccessful. Over time, his views softened somewhat, and he adopted a more
pragmatic approach to politics. He eventually became a supporter of some
civil rights legislation, although his core beliefs remained rooted in
segregationist ideology.

The Historical Significance
Maddox’s rise to political prominence in 1966 highlighted the complexities of
racial and political change in the South. His election served as a wake-up
call to the federal government and civil rights advocates that resistance to
integration was still strong in many parts of Georgia and the broader South.

Conclusion
Lester Maddox’s election in 1966 was a defining moment in American history,
illustrating the enduring tensions surrounding civil rights and racial
segregation in the 1960s. His rise to political power brought national
attention to Georgia’s resistance to change and underscored the deep
divisions that characterized the era. While his views and actions remain
controversial, his political journey provides insight into the complexities
of Southern politics during a time of profound social transformation.
Maddox’s legacy, marked by his fiery opposition to civil rights and colorful
personality, continues to be a subject of study for historians examining the
American South’s turbulent history.

Summary:
- Lester Maddox was elected Lieutenant Governor of Georgia in 1966, gaining
national attention.
- His victory symbolized ongoing resistance to civil rights in the South.
- His colorful personality and segregationist stance made him a media
sensation.
- Maddox’s political career reflected broader societal tensions during the
Civil Rights Movement.
- His legacy remains a reminder of the deep divisions within American society



during the 1960s.

Frequently Asked Questions

Lester Maddox gained national attention when he was
elected _____________ in 1966.
Governor

In 1966, which position did Lester Maddox attain
that brought him to national prominence?
Governor of Georgia

What office did Lester Maddox win in 1966 that made
headlines across the country?
Governor

Lester Maddox's election in 1966 to which political
office drew significant media coverage?
Governor of Georgia

Which role did Lester Maddox assume in 1966 that
gained him national recognition?
Governor of Georgia

Additional Resources
Lester Maddox Gained National Attention When He Was Elected Governor in 1966

Lester Maddox, a colorful and controversial figure in Georgia politics, shot
to national prominence when he was elected Governor of Georgia in 1966. His
election marked a significant moment in the political history of the American
South, especially during a period of intense social change and civil rights
activism. Maddox’s rise to the governorship was fueled by his staunch
segregationist stance, fiery rhetoric, and populist appeal, which resonated
with a segment of the electorate resistant to the rapid social
transformations occurring at the time. This article explores Maddox’s
political career, his policies, and his impact on American politics,
especially focusing on his 1966 gubernatorial victory.



---

Background and Rise to Prominence

Lester Maddox was born in 1915 in Atlanta, Georgia. Before entering politics,
he was known as a restaurateur, owning the Pickrick Restaurant, which became
infamous for its segregationist policies. Maddox’s outspoken opposition to
civil rights initiatives and his willingness to confront federal mandates
made him a prominent figure among segregationists.

His political career commenced in the early 1960s when he served as a Georgia
State Senator. Maddox’s fiery speeches and defiant stance against
desegregation gained him a loyal following among white voters who opposed the
civil rights movement. His reputation as a staunch segregationist was
cemented by his refusal to serve Black customers at his restaurant and his
vocal criticism of federal intervention in state affairs.

---

The 1966 Gubernatorial Election

The Political Climate

The mid-1960s was a tumultuous period in Southern politics. The Civil Rights
Act (1964) and the Voting Rights Act (1965) had begun to reshape the social
and political landscape. Many white Southerners, including Maddox, viewed
these federal laws as threats to their traditional way of life.

Georgia’s gubernatorial race in 1966 was highly competitive, with Lester
Maddox running as a Democrat—a party still dominant in the South but
increasingly divided over civil rights issues. Maddox’s campaign capitalized
on themes of states’ rights, racial segregation, and opposition to federal
intervention.

The Campaign and Victory

Maddox’s campaign was characterized by fiery rhetoric and appeals to white
racial solidarity. He portrayed himself as a defender of segregation and
traditional Southern values. His opposition to integration and his outspoken
stance on racial issues garnered him significant media attention, both
positive among segregationist voters and negative among civil rights
advocates.



In the election, Maddox narrowly defeated his opponent, gaining approximately
50% of the vote in the runoff. His victory was seen as a reaction against
federal civil rights policies and an assertion of white political power.

---

Key Policies and Leadership Style

Once in office, Lester Maddox demonstrated a populist and often controversial
leadership style. His tenure as governor was marked by both symbolic gestures
and policy decisions that reflected his segregationist views.

Segregation and Civil Rights Stances

- Maddox refused to integrate state facilities and publicly defended
segregation.
- He resisted federal mandates for school desegregation and voting rights,
often criticizing federal government authority.
- His administration did little to promote racial equality, focusing instead
on maintaining segregationist policies.

Economic and Social Policies

While Maddox was primarily known for his racial policies, he also promoted a
populist economic agenda:

- Advocated for small business support and limited government intervention.
- Opposed high taxes and bureaucratic regulation.
- Promoted traditional Southern values centered on family, religion, and
community.

Pros:
- His focus on small business and local control appealed to many voters.
- Emphasized traditional values that resonated with his base.

Cons:
- His policies perpetuated racial segregation and inequality.
- His resistance to federal civil rights laws hindered progress toward racial
integration.

Controversies and Criticisms

Maddox’s leadership was frequently criticized for its racial intolerance and



resistance to social change. His refusal to serve Black customers at his
restaurant became a symbol of segregationist defiance. As governor, his
policies often prioritized maintaining the status quo of racial segregation
over advancing civil rights.

---

The Impact and Legacy of Lester Maddox’s
Election

National Attention

Maddox’s election drew significant national media coverage. His stance as a
segregationist governor represented the resistance of many Southern whites to
the civil rights movement. His election was viewed as a symbol of the ongoing
racial tensions and the fight to maintain segregation in the face of federal
mandates.

Pros of Maddox’s Election:
- Highlighted the resistance to federal civil rights policies among Southern
states.
- Brought national attention to the political struggles in Georgia and the
South.
- Demonstrated the electoral strength of segregationist sentiment.

Cons:
- Deepened racial divisions and hindered progress toward racial equality.
- Alienated civil rights advocates and minority communities.
- Contributed to the image of the South as resistant to social change.

Legacy

Lester Maddox’s legacy remains complex and debated. On one hand, he is seen
as a symbol of the resistance to civil rights and a defender of
segregationist policies. On the other hand, some view his populist appeal and
focus on small business support as elements of a broader political identity
rooted in local control and traditional values.

His tenure as governor lasted until 1970, after which he served briefly as a
member of the U.S. House of Representatives. Maddox’s political career
exemplifies the racial and social tensions of the 1960s South, and his
election in 1966 remains a pivotal moment in the history of American civil
rights and regional politics.



---

Conclusion

Lester Maddox gained national attention when he was elected governor of
Georgia in 1966, embodying the racial and political tensions of the era. His
victory was a reflection of the resistance among many Southern whites to the
civil rights movement and federal intervention. While he championed
traditional Southern values and small business interests, his staunch
segregationist stance and opposition to civil rights legislation cast a long
shadow over his legacy. The election of Maddox underscores the deep divisions
of the 1960s and the enduring struggle for racial equality in America. His
story remains a significant chapter in understanding the complex history of
race, politics, and social change in the United States.
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