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Understanding how to analyze passages and identify supporting statements is a vital skill in reading
comprehension and critical thinking. When presented with a passage discussing the Rhodes Scholarship,
discerning which statements bolster the idea that multiple students or recipients have been awarded this
prestigious scholarship is essential. This article aims to guide readers through the process of carefully
examining texts, recognizing supporting evidence, and understanding the significance of the Rhodes
Scholarship in a broader educational and global context.

Introduction to the Rhodes Scholarship

The Rhodes Scholarship is one of the oldest and most esteemed international fellowship programs,
established in 1902 by Cecil Rhodes. It provides outstanding students from various countries the
opportunity to study at the University of Oxford in the United Kingdom. Over the years, the scholarship
has expanded, supporting numerous scholars who have gone on to make significant contributions in various
fields.

Key characteristics of the Rhodes Scholarship include:

Selective admission process based on academic excellence, leadership, and character

Support for multiple scholars annually from different countries

Strong emphasis on fostering international understanding and leadership

Given these characteristics, passages discussing the Rhodes Scholarship often highlight the number of
recipients, their diverse backgrounds, and their achievements, which collectively support the idea that
several individuals have been awarded this accolade.



Analyzing Passages to Identify Supporting Statements

When faced with a passage mentioning the Rhodes Scholarship, the goal is to find statements that directly
or indirectly support the idea that multiple students or recipients have been awarded. To do this
effectively, consider the following steps:

1. Read the Passage Carefully
Pay close attention to details about the number of recipients, the diversity of their backgrounds, and their
achievements. Look for phrases like "many scholars," "several recipients," or "a number of awardees."

2. Identify Key Phrases and Keywords
Certain words and phrases can be indicative of multiple recipients, such as:

Numerous

Several

Many

Various

Multiple

Awarded to a number of students

3. Distinguish Supporting Statements from Irrelevant Information
Some parts of the passage may provide background or general information about the scholarship without
supporting the idea of multiple recipients. Focus on statements that explicitly mention the number,
diversity, or collective achievements of recipients.

4. Cross-Reference Evidence
Compare different statements to find which best supports the idea. The most supportive statement will
directly reference multiple recipients or the widespread impact of the scholarship program.



Examples of Supporting Statements

Below are examples of statements that support the idea that several Rhodes Scholarship recipients exist:

"Over the past century, hundreds of students from around the world have been awarded the Rhodes
Scholarship."

"The program annually selects multiple scholars from diverse countries, each demonstrating
exceptional leadership and academic excellence."

"Many Rhodes Scholars have gone on to become influential leaders in their respective fields."

"The scholarship has supported a broad community of students, totaling thousands of awardees since
its inception."

Conversely, statements that do not support this idea might be more general or focus on a single individual,
such as:

- "Cecil Rhodes established the scholarship to promote leadership among young students." (background info)
- "Jane Doe was a Rhodes Scholar from Canada." (specific but singular)

Choosing the Best Supporting Statement

In a multiple-choice context or when selecting the best supporting statement, look for the one that:

- Clearly mentions multiple recipients or a large number of awardees
- Highlights the diversity or widespread nature of the recipients
- Emphasizes the recurring or ongoing nature of the scholarship program

Example Scenario:

Suppose a passage states:

"Since its founding, the Rhodes Scholarship has been awarded to numerous students from various countries,
many of whom have achieved notable success in their careers."

A supporting statement might be:



"The program annually awards several scholarships to students from different nations, fostering a global
community of leaders."

This statement directly supports the idea that several students have received the scholarship, aligning with
the passage’s theme.

Why Recognizing Multiple Recipients Matters

Understanding that the Rhodes Scholarship supports many students emphasizes its impact and prestige. It
reflects the program’s commitment to fostering a diverse and influential community of leaders worldwide.
Recognizing this multiplicity also highlights the scholarship’s role in shaping global development through
its recipients.

Additional Tips for Analyzing Passages

- Look for Quantitative Clues: Numbers and statistics can help confirm the support for multiple recipients.
- Identify Contextual Clues: Statements about the scholarship's history, scope, or community often imply
multiple recipients.
- Understand the Purpose: Recognizing the scholarship’s goal of broad impact can guide you in selecting
statements that support the idea of many awardees.

Conclusion

Selecting the correct text in a passage that supports the idea that several Rhodes Scholarship recipients exist
requires careful reading, attention to keywords, and understanding the context. The most supportive
statements are those that explicitly mention multiple awardees, their diversity, or the widespread impact
of the program. By practicing these analytical skills, readers can enhance their comprehension and
effectively identify supporting evidence in various texts related to prestigious scholarships, awards, or
similar initiatives.

Remember: When analyzing passages, always look for explicit references to multiple recipients or a broad
community involved in the scholarship. This approach ensures accurate understanding and confident
selection of the best supporting statement.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of the passage regarding Rhodes Scholarships?
The passage emphasizes the popularity and significance of Rhodes Scholarships among students.

Which statement best supports the idea that multiple students benefit
from Rhodes Scholarships?
Several students from diverse backgrounds have received Rhodes Scholarships, highlighting its broad
impact.

How does the passage illustrate the competitive nature of the Rhodes
Scholarship?
It mentions that many applicants vie for a limited number of scholarships, demonstrating its
competitiveness.

What evidence in the passage suggests that Rhodes Scholarships are
highly regarded?
The passage notes that recipients often go on to achieve notable success, underscoring the scholarship's
prestige.

Which statement indicates that several Rhodes Scholars have made
significant contributions?
The passage states that numerous Rhodes Scholars have contributed to society in meaningful ways.

How does the passage support the idea that the Rhodes Scholarship
attracts a diverse group of students?
It mentions students from various countries and backgrounds who have been awarded the scholarship.

What detail in the passage highlights the widespread recognition of the
Rhodes Scholarship?
The passage describes how the scholarship is recognized internationally and highly competitive.



Which statement best demonstrates that several Rhodes Scholars have
achieved academic excellence?
Many recipients have gone on to attend prestigious universities and excel academically.

What aspect of the passage supports the idea that the Rhodes Scholarship
has a lasting legacy?
The passage mentions the continued influence of Rhodes Scholars in various fields over the years.

Which statement best summarizes the idea that multiple individuals
benefit from the Rhodes Scholarship?
The passage highlights that many students have been supported by the scholarship, enabling their personal
and professional growth.

Additional Resources
Select The Correct Text In The Passage: Which Statement Best Supports The Idea That Several Rhodes
Scholarship Recipients Have Made Significant Contributions

---

Introduction: Unpacking the Significance of the Rhodes
Scholarship

The Rhodes Scholarship stands as one of the most prestigious international fellowships, renowned for its
rigorous selection process and its history of nurturing leaders across various fields. Established in 1902, it has
a storied legacy of supporting talented students from around the globe to pursue postgraduate studies at the
University of Oxford. Over the decades, numerous Rhodes Scholars have emerged as influential figures in
politics, science, arts, and social activism, exemplifying the scholarship's role in fostering global leadership.

Given this backdrop, a common theme in discussions about the Rhodes Scholarship is the idea that its
recipients have made significant contributions to society. To understand this better, it’s essential to analyze
passage-based questions that test comprehension and the ability to select statements that best support this
idea. In this article, we will delve into what makes certain statements the strongest evidence supporting
the notion that several Rhodes Scholars have left a profound impact.



---

Understanding the Core Idea: Supporting Evidence in Passage-
Based Questions

When faced with a passage and a set of statements, the task is to identify which statement best aligns with
the main idea or specific claims being made. In the context of the Rhodes Scholarship's contributions, the
key is to find statements that explicitly or implicitly demonstrate the achievements and societal impact of
its recipients.

Key aspects to consider include:

- Explicit mentions of accomplishments: Statements that cite specific achievements of Rhodes Scholars.
- Examples of societal impact: References to how recipients have influenced politics, education, science, or
social justice.
- Recognition or awards: Mentions of honors or acknowledgment received by Scholars.
- Historical context: Statements that connect the scholarship to broader societal developments or progress.

By understanding these aspects, test-takers can better evaluate which options serve as the strongest support
for the idea in question.

---

Analyzing Sample Passage and Statements

Let’s consider a hypothetical passage about the Rhodes Scholarship and its impact:

“Since its inception, the Rhodes Scholarship has selected students who demonstrate exceptional leadership
and academic prowess. Many recipients have gone on to become influential leaders, shaping policy,
advancing scientific research, and championing social causes. For example, Rhodes Scholars have founded
organizations, authored influential papers, and held prominent political positions worldwide.”

Suppose the accompanying statements are:

1. "Several Rhodes Scholars have received Nobel Prizes for their work."
2. "Many students apply for the Rhodes Scholarship each year."
3. "Rhodes Scholars often pursue careers in academia."
4. "Recipients of the Rhodes Scholarship have contributed to societal progress through leadership and
innovation."



Which statement best supports the idea that several Rhodes Scholars have made significant contributions?

---

Evaluating the Statements: Which Supports the Main Idea Best?

Statement 1: "Several Rhodes Scholars have received Nobel Prizes for their work."

- Analysis: This statement explicitly links Rhodes Scholars to Nobel Prizes, which are among the highest
honors in various fields, including peace, physics, chemistry, medicine, literature, and economic sciences.
The Nobel recognition underscores significant contributions to society and knowledge, making this
statement a strong supporter of the idea that Scholars have made impactful contributions. It provides
concrete evidence of high-level achievement, directly supporting the main idea.

Statement 2: "Many students apply for the Rhodes Scholarship each year."

- Analysis: While this statement indicates the popularity of the scholarship, it does not directly relate to the
contributions or societal impact of the recipients. Hence, it is less relevant as support.

Statement 3: "Rhodes Scholars often pursue careers in academia."

- Analysis: This statement discusses career paths but does not specify the societal impact or contributions.
Pursuing academia can lead to societal contributions, but without specific examples or achievements, it’s
weaker as supporting evidence.

Statement 4: "Recipients of the Rhodes Scholarship have contributed to societal progress through leadership
and innovation."

- Analysis: This statement explicitly states that recipients have contributed to societal progress through
leadership and innovation. It directly supports the idea that several Rhodes Scholars have made significant
contributions, aligning closely with the main theme.

Conclusion: Between statements 1 and 4, statement 4 is the most comprehensive and directly supportive, as
it explicitly states the contribution to societal progress through leadership and innovation, embodying the
core idea of the passage.

---



Key Strategies for Selecting the Best Supporting Statement

To excel in passage-based questions and identify the statement that best supports a given idea, consider
these strategies:

- Look for explicit references: Statements that clearly mention contributions, achievements, or impacts are
stronger.
- Identify concrete examples: Specific instances or evidence (like Nobel Prizes, founding organizations,
influencing policies) bolster support.
- Assess relevance: Even if a statement mentions related concepts, prioritize those directly linked to the
main idea.
- Exclude vague or tangential options: Avoid statements that are general or only tangentially related to the
core theme.

---

Applying These Principles to the Concept of Rhodes Scholars’
Contributions

When evaluating statements about Rhodes Scholars, remember that the strongest support will highlight
tangible achievements or societal impacts. For example, statements referencing:

- Leadership roles in government, NGOs, or international organizations.
- Published influential research or writings.
- Founding or leading significant initiatives or movements.
- Receiving prestigious awards or honors.

all serve as powerful evidence of meaningful contributions.

---

Real-World Examples of Rhodes Scholars’ Contributions

To contextualize this discussion, here are notable examples illustrating the profound influence of Rhodes
Scholars:

- Bill Clinton: 42nd President of the United States, demonstrating political leadership and influence.
- Bobby Jindal: Former governor of Louisiana, contributing to policy and governance.



- Dambisa Moyo: Economist and author whose work on global development has impacted policy debates.
- Gloria Steinem: Feminist activist and leader in social justice movements, exemplifying societal
contribution.

These examples reinforce the idea that many Rhodes Scholars have significantly contributed across diverse
fields.

---

Conclusion: The Critical Role of Supporting Statements

In conclusion, when tasked with selecting the statement that best supports the idea that several Rhodes
Scholars have made significant contributions, the key is to identify options that explicitly cite
achievements, societal impact, or leadership. Statements like the one emphasizing contributions to societal
progress through leadership and innovation stand out as the strongest support. Recognizing such statements
requires careful reading, comprehension, and an understanding of the core message conveyed in the
passage.

By applying these principles, students and readers can improve their ability to select the most compelling
evidence, thereby enhancing their overall comprehension and analytical skills. The legacy of Rhodes
Scholars, exemplified by their notable achievements, remains a testament to the transformative power of
education, leadership, and dedication—an idea well supported by carefully chosen textual evidence.

---
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