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UNDERSTANDING THE NUANCES OF SENTENCE STRUCTURE IS ESSENTIAL FOR EFFECTIVE WRITING. ONE COMMON CHALLENGE
WRITERS FACE IS DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN COMPLETE SENTENCES AND SENTENCE FRAGMENTS OR RUN-ON SENTENCES. IN THIS
ARTICLE, WE WILL EXPLORE SENTENCE FRAGMENTS AND RUN-ON SENTENCE PRACTICESELECT THE SENTENCE FROM EACH GROUP
THAT SA SENTENCE FRAGMENT, PROVIDING PRACTICAL TIPS AND EXERCISES TO IMPROVE YOUR GRAMMAR SKILLS. \W/HETHER
YOU'RE A STUDENT, PROFESSIONAL, OR CASUAL WRITER, MASTERING THESE CONCEPTS WILL ENHANCE THE CLARITY AND
PROFESSIONALISM OF YOUR WRITING.

WHAT ARE SENTENCE FRAGMENTS?

DEFINITION OF SENTENCE FRAGMENTS

A SENTENCE FRAGMENT IS A GROUP OF WORDS THAT LACKS EITHER A SUBJECT, A VERB, OR A COMPLETE THOUGHT, MAKING IT
INCOMPLETE AS A STANDALONE SENTENCE. FRAGMENTS OFTEN APPEAR AS STRAY PHRASES OR DEPENDENT CLAUSES THAT
HAVEN'T BEEN PROPERLY CONNECTED TO A MAIN CLAUSE.

CoMMoN CAUSES OF SENTENCE FRAGMENTS

® MISSING SUBJECT OR VERB

INCOMPLETE THOUGHT OR IDEA
e OVERUSE OF DEPENDENT CLAUSES

® PUNCTUATION ERRORS LEADING TO INCOMPLETE SENTENCES

ExAMPLES OF SENTENCE FRAGMENTS

1. RUNNING LATE FOR THE MEETING.
2. BECAUSE | WAS TIRED.

3. AFTER THE RAIN STOPPED.



WHAT ARE RUN-ON SENTENCES?

DEFINITION OF RUN-ON SENTENCES

A RUN-ON SENTENCE OCCURS WHEN TWO OR MORE INDEPENDENT CLAUSES ARE IMPROPERLY JOINED WITHOUT APPROPRIATE
PUNCTUATION OR CONJUNCTIONS. RUN-ONS CAN MAKE SENTENCES CONFUSING AND DIFFICULT TO FOLLOW.

TyPes oF RUN-ON SENTENCES

o FUSED SENTENCES: T WO INDEPENDENT CLAUSES JOINED WITHOUT ANY PUNCTUATION OR COORDINATING CONJUNCTIONS.

o COMMA SPLICES: T WO INDEPENDENT CLAUSES JOINED ONLY BY A COMMA.

ExAMPLES OF RUN-ON SENTENCES

1. | WENT TO THE STORE | BOUGHT SOME BREAD.
2. SHE LOVES READING, SHE VISITS THE LIBRARY OFTEN.

3. THE SUN SET QUICKLY IT WAS GETTING DARK.

PRACTICE: SELECTING THE SENTENCE THAT Is A FRAGMENT

To IMPROVE YOUR UNDERSTANDING, PRACTICE IDENTIFYING SENTENCE FRAGMENTS AMONG GROUPS OF SENTENCES. BELOW ARE
EXAMPLES GROUPED TOGETHER, YOUR TASK IS TO SELECT THE SENTENCE THAT IS A FRAGMENT.

GrourP 1

® SHE WAS WALKING ALONG THE BEACH.
® BECAUSE SHE LOVED THE SOUND OF THE WAVES.

® THE SUN WAS SETTING IN THE HORIZON.

ANSWER: THE SECOND SENTENCE, “BECAUSE SHE LOVED THE SOUND OF THE WAVES,” IS A FRAGMENT—IT’S A DEPENDENT
1 /7
CLAUSE THAT NEEDS AN INDEPENDENT CLAUSE TO COMPLETE THE THOUGHT.

GrouP 2

® | ENJOY PAINTING IN MY FREE TIME.

® PAINTING LANDSCAPES AND PORTRAITS.



® |T HELPS ME RELAX AND EXPRESS MYSELF.

ANSWER: THE SECOND SENTENCE, “PAINTING LANDSCAPES AND PORTRAITS,” IS A FRAGMENT BECAUSE IT LACKS A SUBJECT
PERFORMING AN ACTION AND DOES NOT FORM A COMPLETE THOUGHT.

Group 3

® THE CHILDREN PLAYED HAPPILY IN THE PARK.
e AFTER THE RAIN STOPPED.

® THEY DECIDED TO GO HOME EARLY.

ANSWER: THE SECOND SENTENCE, “ AFTER THE RAIN STOPPED,” IS A FRAGMENT—IT’S A DEPENDENT CLAUSE WAITING TO BE
CONNECTED TO A MAIN CLAUSE.

Grour 4

® HE HAS BEEN STUDYING FOR HOURS.
® HE WANTED TO FINISH THE PROJECT.

e BECAUSE HE WANTED TO IMPRESS HIS BOSS.

ANSWER: THE THIRD SENTENCE, “BECAUSE HE WANTED TO IMPRESS HIS BOSS,” IS A FRAGMENT AS IT IS A DEPENDENT CLAUSE
NEEDING AN INDEPENDENT CLAUSE TO BE COMPLETE.

PRACTICE: IDENTIFYING RUN-ON SENTENCES

NO\X/, LET’S PRACTICE RECOGNIZING RUN-ON SENTENCES. REVIEW EACH EXAMPLE AND DETERMINE WHETHER IT IS A RUN-ON OR
CORRECTLY PUNCTUATED.

ExAMPLE 1

- | LOVE TO READ | GO TO THE LIBRARY EVERY WEEKEND.
ANALYSIS: THIS IS A FUSED RUN-ON SENTENCE BECAUSE TWO INDEPENDENT CLAUSES ARE JOINED WITHOUT PUNCTUATION.

ExAMPLE 2

- SHE ENJOYS SWIMMING, BIKING, AND RUNNING.
ANALYSIS: CORRECTLY PUNCTUATED WITH COMMAS; NOT A RUN-ON.

ExAMPLE 3

- THE WEATHER WAS COLD, WE DECIDED TO STAY INDOORS.
ANALYSIS: THIS IS A COMMA SPLICE—A TYPE OF RUN-ON WHERE TWO INDEPENDENT CLAUSES ARE JOINED ONLY BY A COMMA.



ExAMPLE 4

- HE FINISHED HIS HOMEWORK AND WENT TO BED.
ANALYSIS: CORRECTLY PUNCTUATED WITH A COORDINATING CONJUNCTION; NOT A RUN-ON.

How To CORRECT SENTENCE FRAGMENTS AND RUN-ON SENTENCES

FIXING SENTENCE FRAGMENTS

TO CORRECT A FRAGMENT:
e ATTACHIT TO A NEARBY SENTENCE TO PROVIDE CONTEXT AND COMPLETENESS.
e CONVERT DEPENDENT CLAUSES INTO INDEPENDENT CLAUSES BY ADDING MISSING SUBJECTS OR VERBS.

® REWRITE THE FRAGMENT AS A COMPLETE SENTENCE.

ExXAMPLE:
- FRAGMENT: BECAUSE | WAS TIRED.
- CORRECTED: | WENT TO BED EARLY BECAUSE | WAS TIRED.

FixING RUN-ON SENTENCES

TO CORRECT RUN-ONS:
® USE A PERIOD TO SPLIT THE SENTENCE INTO TWO SEPARATE SENTENCES.
e USE A SEMICOLON TO JOIN RELATED INDEPENDENT CLAUSES.

e ADD A COORDINATING CONJUNCTION (FOR, AND, NOR, BUT, OR, YET, SO) AFTER A COMMA (FORMING A COMMA SPLICE
CORRECTION).

ExAMPLES:

- FUSED: | LOVE COFFEE | DRINK IT EVERY MORNING.
- CORRECTED:

- | LOVE COFFEE. | DRINK IT EVERY MORNING.

- | LOVE COFFEE; | DRINK IT EVERY MORNING.

- | LOVE COFFEE, AND | DRINK IT EVERY MORNING.

ADDITIONAL PRACTICE EXERCISES

To SOLIDIFY YOUR UNDERSTANDING, TRY THESE EXERCISES:

1. IDENTIFY THE SENTENCE FRAGMENT IN THE FOLLOWING GROUP:
© SHE WAS EXCITED ABOUT THE TRIP.

o BECAUSE SHE HAD NEVER TRAVELED ABROAD BEFORE.



o THEY PACKED THEIR BAGS EARLY.

2. CORRECT THE RUN-ON SENTENCE:

o | FINISHED MY HOMEWORK | WENT OUTSIDE TO PLAY.

3. REWRITE THE FOLLOWING FRAGMENT AS A COMPLETE SENTENCE:

o WHILE | WAS COOKING DINNER.

ANSWERS:

1. THE FRAGMENT IS “BECAUSE SHE HAD NEVER TRAVELED ABROAD BEFORE.”
2. CORRECTED: | FINISHED MY HOMEWORK, AND | WENT OUTSIDE TO PLAY.
3. CORRECTED: WHILE | WAS COOKING DINNER, | LISTENED TO MUSIC.

CoNCLUSION: IMPROVING SENTENCE STRUCTURE SKILLS

MASTERING THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN COMPLETE SENTENCES, FRAGMENTS, AND RUN-ON SENTENCES IS VITAL FOR CLEAR AND
EFFECTIVE WRITING. REGULAR PRACTICE WITH IDENTIFYING AND CORRECTING THESE COMMON ERRORS ENHANCES YOUR
GRAMMATICAL ACCURACY AND OVERALL WRITING QUALITY. REMEMBER:

- ALWAYS CHECK IF YOUR SENTENCE HAS BOTH A SUBJECT AND A VERB.

- ENSURE INDEPENDENT CLAUSES ARE PROPERLY JOINED WITH CORRECT PUNCTUATION OR CONJUNCTIONS,

- BREAK APART RUN-ONS INTO SEPARATE SENTENCES WHEN APPROPRIATE.

- ATTACH FRAGMENTS TO COMPLETE THOUGHTS TO MAKE THEM MEANINGFUL.

BY INCORPORATING THESE PRACTICES INTO YOUR EDITING ROUTINE, YOU'LL DEVELOP STRONGER WRITING SKILLS AND
COMMUNICATE YOUR IDEAS MORE EFFECTIVELY. KEEP PRACTICING, AND YOU'LL FIND THAT YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF SENTENCE
STRUCTURE SIGNIFICANTLY IMPROVES OVER TIME.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS A SENTENCE FRAGMENT, AND HOW CAN YOU IDENTIFY IT IN PRACTICE
EXERCISES?

A SENTENCE FRAGMENT IS AN INCOMPLETE SENTENCE THAT LACKS A SUBJECT, A VERB, OR DOESN'T EXPRESS A COMPLETE
THOUGHT. IN PRACTICE EXERCISES, LOOK FOR SENTENCES THAT ARE MISSING THESE ELEMENTS OR DO NOT STAND ALONE AS A
COMPLETE IDEA.

How CAN YOU DISTINGUISH A RUN-ON SENTENCE FROM A CORRECTLY STRUCTURED
SENTENCE?

A RUN-ON SENTENCE OCCURS WHEN TWO OR MORE INDEPENDENT CLAUSES ARE IMPROPERLY JOINED WITHOUT PROPER
PUNCTUATION OR CONJUNCTIONS. TO IDENTIFY IT, CHECK IF THE SENTENCE COMBINES MULTIPLE COMPLETE THOUGHTS WITHOUT
CORRECT SEPARATION.



\WHAT STRATEGIES CAN HELP IN SELECTING THE CORRECT SENTENCE WHEN PRACTICING
SENTENCE FRAGMENTS?

READ EACH SENTENCE CAREFULLY TO SEE IF IT EXPRESSES A COMPLETE THOUGHT WITH BOTH A SUBJECT AND A VERB. |F IT
DOESN,T, IT'S LIKELY A FRAGMENT. CHOOSE THE SENTENCE THAT IS COMPLETE AND GRAMMATICALLY CORRECT.

\WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO CORRECT SENTENCE FRAGMENTS IN WRITING PRACTICE?

CORRECTING SENTENCE FRAGMENTS IMPROVES CLARITY, COHERENCE, AND OVERALL PROFESSIONALISM IN WRITING. IT ENSURES
THAT EACH SENTENCE EFFECTIVELY COMMUNICATES A COMPLETE IDEA.

WHAT TYPES OF SENTENCES ARE OFTEN MISTAKEN FOR FRAGMENTS IN PRACTICE
EXERCISES?

DEPENDENT CLAUSES OR PHRASES OFTEN MISTAKEN FOR FRAGMENTS IF THEY ARE PRESENTED AS SENTENCES WITHOUT A MAIN
CLAUSE. RECOGNIZING WHETHER THEY ARE PART OF A COMPLETE SENTENCE IS KEY.

IN PRACTICE , HOW DO YOU SELECT THE CORRECT SENTENCE FROM A GROUP THAT
CONTAINS A RUN-ON SENTENCE?

IDENTIFY SENTENCES THAT IMPROPERLY COMBINE MULTIPLE IDEAS WITHOUT CORRECT PUNCTUATION OR CONJUNCTIONS,
INDICATING A RUN-ON. CHOOSE THE SENTENCE THAT CORRECTLY SEPARATES IDEAS WITH PROPER PUNCTUATION.

WHAT IS AN EXAMPLE OF A SENTENCE FRAGMENT TO WATCH FOR IN PRACTICE
EXERCISES?

AN EXAMPLE IS ‘BECAUSE | WAS TIRED.” THIS IS A FRAGMENT BECAUSE IT LACKS A MAIN CLAUSE, IT CAN'T STAND ALONE AS A
COMPLETE SENTENCE.

How CAN YOU CORRECT A RUN-ON SENTENCE DURING PRACTICE EXERCISES?

YOU CAN CORRECT A RUN-ON BY ADDING APPROPRIATE PUNCTUATION, SUCH AS A PERIOD OR SEMICOLON, OR BY INSERTING
COORDINATING CONJUNCTIONS LIKE “AND,” ‘BUT,” OR ‘SO’ TO PROPERLY JOIN CLAUSES.

W/HAT IS A KEY TIP FOR SELECTING COMPLETE SENTENCES IN PRACTICE QUESTIONS
INVOLVING SENTENCE FRAGMENTS AND RUN-ONS?

Focus ON WHETHER THE SENTENCE HAS A SUBJECT AND A VERB AND EXPRESSES A COMPLETE THOUGHT. IF IT DOES, IT'S LIKELY
A CORRECT, COMPLETE SENTENCE.

How DOES UNDERSTANDING SENTENCE FRAGMENTS AND RUN-ON SENTENCES IMPROVE
OVERALL WRITING SKILLS?

[T HELPS YOU CRAFT CLEAR, CONCISE, AND GRAMMATICALLY CORRECT SENTENCES, LEADING TO MORE EFFECTIVE
COMMUNICATION AND STRONGER WRITING PROFICIENCY.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

SENTENCE FRAGMENTS AND RUN-ON SENTENCE PrACTICE: A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO MASTERING SENTENCE STRUCTURE



INTRODUCTION

IN THE REALM OF EFFECTIVE WRITING, CLARITY AND PRECISION ARE PARAMOUNT. AMONG THE VARIOUS PITFALLS THAT CAN
OBSCURE MEANING, SENTENCE FRAGMENTS AND RUN-ON SENTENCES ARE AMONG THE MOST COMMON AND INSIDIOUS. THEY CAN
UNDERMINE THE PROFESSIONALISM OF YOUR WRITING, CONFUSE READERS, AND DETRACT FROM YOUR MESSAGE. \W/HETHER YOU'RE
A STUDENT HONING YOUR GRAMMAR SKILLS, A PROFESSIONAL POLISHING BUSINESS DOCUMENTS, OR A WRITER AIMING FOR
CLARITY, UNDERSTANDING HOW TO IDENTIFY AND CORRECT SENTENCE FRAGMENTS AND RUN-ONS IS ESSENTIAL.

THIS ARTICLE OFFERS AN IN-DEPTH EXPLORATION OF THESE GRAMMATICAL ISSUES, FOCUSING ON PRACTICE EXERCISES THAT HELP
YOU RECOGNIZE AND CORRECT PROBLEMATIC SENTENCES. WELL ANALYZE SAMPLE GROUPS OF SENTENCES, SELECTING THOSE

THAT ARE SENTENCE FRAGMENTS TO SHARPEN YOUR EDITING SKILLS. THINK OF THIS AS A GUIDED TOUR THROUGH COMMON
MISTAKES, WITH EXPERT INSIGHTS AND PRACTICAL TIPS TO ELEVATE YOUR WRITING.

(UNDERSTANDING SENTENCE FRAGMENTS

WHAT Is A SENTENCE FRAGMENT?

A SENTENCE FRAGMENT IS A GROUP OF WORDS THAT RESEMBLES A SENTENCE BUT FAILS TO EXPRESS A COMPLETE THOUGHT.
ESSENTIALLY, IT LACKS EITHER A SUBJECT, A PREDICATE (VERB), OR BOTH, RENDERING IT INCOMPLETE. FRAGMENTS OFTEN SLIP
INTO YOUR WRITING UNNOTICED, ESPECIALLY DURING HURRIED DRAFTING OR EDITING.

COMMON CAUSES OF SENTENCE FRAGMENTS INCLUDE:

- DEPENDENT CLAUSES STANDING ALONE

- MISSING SUBJECT OR VERB

- INCOMPLETE THOUGHT OR PHRASE

EXAMPLE:

- ALTHOUGH HE WAS TIRED. (FRAGMENT: IT LEAVES THE READER EXPECTING MORE INFORMATION.)

WHY ARE SENTENCE FRAGMENTS PROBLEMATIC?

FRAGMENTS DISRUPT THE FLOW OF YOUR WRITING AND CAN CAUSE CONFUSION. THEY MAY APPEAR AS STYLISTIC CHOICES IN

CREATIVE WRITING BUT ARE GENERALLY CONSIDERED ERRORS IN FORMAL OR ACADEMIC CONTEXTS. CORRECTING FRAGMENTS
ENSURES YOUR WRITING IS CLEAR, PROFESSIONAL, AND GRAMMATICALLY SOUND.

RECOGNIZING SENTENCE FRAGMENTS: PRACTICE EXERCISE

THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAY TO MASTER IDENTIFYING FRAGMENTS IS THROUGH PRACTICE. BELO\X/, WE PRESENT GROUPS OF
SENTENCES—SOME COMPLETE, SOME FRAGMENTS. YOUR TASK IS TO SELECT THE SENTENCE FROM EACH GROUP THAT IS A
SENTENCE FRAGMENT.

GroUP T: IDENTIFYING FRAGMENTS IN CONTEXT

1. SHE WENT TO THE MARKET TO BUY FRESH VEGETABLES.
2. BECAUSE SHE WAS HUNGRY.
3. THE CHILDREN PLAYED HAPPILY IN THE PARK.

CORRECT ANSWER:
2. BECAUSE SHE WAS HUNGRY. — THIS IS A FRAGMENT; IT BEGINS WITH A SUBORDINATING CONJUNCTION AND LEAVES THE
READER EXPECTING AN INDEPENDENT CLAUSE TO COMPLETE THE THOUGHT.



EXPLANATION:
THIS SENTENCE LACKS AN INDEPENDENT CLAUSE. IT’S A DEPENDENT CLAUSE THAT REQUIRES ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: FOR
EXAMPLE, “BECAUSE SHE WAS HUNGRY, SHE STOPPED AT THE MARKET."”

GROUP 2: SPOTTING FRAGMENTS WITH MISSING ELEMENTS

1. THE DOG BARKED LOUDLY AT THE STRANGER.

2. RUNNING THROUGH THE YARD.

3. THEY ENJOYED THEIR PICNIC UNDER THE SHADY TREE.

CORRECT ANSWER:

2. RUNNING THROUGH THE YARD. — THIS IS A FRAGMENT; IT’S A PHRASE THAT LACKS A SUBJECT PERFORMING THE ACTION AS A

COMPLETE THOUGHT.

EXPLANATION:
ADDING A SUBJECT MAKES IT COMPLETE: * THE DOG WAS RUNNING THROUGH THE YARD.”

Group 3: FRAGMENTS DUE TO INCOMPLETE PHRASES

1. THE MOVIE WAS INCREDIBLY EXCITING.

2. AFTER THE LONG JOURNEY.

3. WE FINALLY ARRIVED HOME.

CORRECT ANSWER:

2. AFTER THE LONG JOURNEY. — THIS IS A FRAGMENT; IT’S A PREPOSITIONAL PHRASE THAT DOESN’T STAND ALONE AS A

COMPLETE SENTENCE.

CORRECTION: “\WE WERE TIRED AFTER THE LONG JOURNEY.”

Deep Dive: TYPES OF SENTENCE FRAGMENTS

UNDERSTANDING THE COMMON TYPES OF FRAGMENTS HELPS IN BOTH IDENTIFYING AND CORRECTING THEM.

1. DepeNDENT CLAUSE FRAGMENTS

THESE BEGIN WITH SUBORDINATING CONJUNCTIONS (BECAUSE, ALTHOUGH, SINCE, IF) BUT LACK AN INDEPENDENT CLAUSE.

ExXAMPLE:
- BECAUSE | FORGOT MY KEYS.

Fix:
- BECAUSE | FORGOT MY KEYS, | COULDN’T ENTER THE HOUSE.

2. PHRASE FRAGMENTS

INCOMPLETE PHRASES THAT LACK A SUBJECT OR VERB.
EXAMPLE:

- DURING THE MEETING.

Fix:

- DURING THE MEETING, THE MANAGER PRESENTED THE QUARTERLY REPORT.

3. MISSING SUBJECT orR VERB



SENTENCES THAT OMIT ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS.
ExXAMPLE:
- WENT TO THE STORE.

Fix:
- | WENT TO THE STORE.

STRATEGIES FOR CORRECTING SENTENCE FRAGMENTS

CORRECTING FRAGMENTS INVOLVES TRANSFORMING THEM INTO COMPLETE SENTENCES OR COMBINING THEM WITH NEARBY
SENTENCES. HERE ARE SOME PRACTICAL STRATEGIES:

- ADD A SUBJECT AND VERB: IDENTIFY WHAT THE FRAGMENT IS MISSING AND SUPPLY THE MISSING ELEMENT.
- COMBINE WITH AN ADJACENT SENTENCE: MERGE A FRAGMENT WITH A NEARBY COMPLETE SENTENCE USING APPROPRIATE

PUNCTUATION.
- REVISE THE FRAGMENT INTO A FULL SENTENCE: REPHRASE IT TO EXPRESS A COMPLETE THOUGHT.

RUN-ON SENTENCES: AN IN-DEPTH OVERVIEW
WHAT ARE RUN-ON SENTENCES?

A RUN-ON SENTENCE OCCURS WHEN TWO OR MORE INDEPENDENT CLAUSES ARE IMPROPERLY JOINED WITHOUT APPROPRIATE
PUNCTUATION OR COORDINATING CONJUNCTIONS. THEY CAN MAKE SENTENCES CONFUSING AND DIFFICULT TO READ.

TYPES OF RUN-ONS INCLUDE:

- FUSED SENTENCES: T WO INDEPENDENT CLAUSES JOINED WITH NO PUNCTUATION.
- COMMA SPLICES: TWO INDEPENDENT CLAUSES JOINED ONLY WITH A COMMA.

EXAMPLE OF A FUSED SENTENCE:
- SHE LOVES TO READ SHE VISITS THE LIBRARY OFTEN.

EXAMPLE OF A COMMA SPLICE:
- SHE LOVES TO READ, SHE VISITS THE LIBRARY OFTEN.

WHY ARE RUN-ON SENTENCES PROBLEMATIC?

THEY IMPAIR READABILITY AND CAN OBSCURE THE INTENDED MEANING. PROPER PUNCTUATION AND SENTENCE STRUCTURE ARE
CRUCIAL FOR CLEAR COMMUNICATION.

PRACTICE: IDENTIFYING SENTENCE FRAGMENTS IN RUN-ON SENTENCES

BELO\X/, SELECT THE SENTENCE FROM EACH GROUP THAT IS A SENTENCE FRAGMENT.

GrouUP 4: FRAGMENTS WITHIN RUN-ON CONTEXTS
1. THE SUN SET BEHIND THE MOUNTAINS, CASTING A WARM GLOW.
2. WHILE | WAS COOKING DINNER.

3. SHE DECIDED TO TAKE A WALK AFTER DINNER.

CORRECT ANSWER:



2. WHILE | WAS COOKING DINNER. — THIS IS A FRAGMENT; IT BEGINS WITH A SUBORDINATING CONJUNCTION BUT LACKS AN
INDEPENDENT CLAUSE.

GRrRoOUP 5: RECOGNIZING FRAGMENTS IN A SERIES

1. THEY WENT TO THE BEACH, SWAM IN THE OCEAN, AND BUILT SANDCASTLES.
2. BECAUSE THE WEATHER WAS BAD.
3. THE CHILDREN LAUGHED AND PLAYED ALL AFTERNOON.

CORRECT ANSWER:
2. BECAUSE THE WEATHER WAS BAD. — FRAGMENT; DEPENDENT CLAUSE WITHOUT AN INDEPENDENT CLAUSE.

CORRECTING RUN-ON SENTENCES: TIPS AND TECHNIQUES

- USE A PERIOD: SEPARATE TWO INDEPENDENT CLAUSES INTO TWO SENTENCES.

- Use A seMICOLON: CONNECT CLOSELY RELATED INDEPENDENT CLAUSES.

- USE A COORDINATING CONJUNCTIONZJOIN CLAUSES WITH AND, BUT, OR, NOR, FOR, YET, SO ALONG WITH A COMMA.

- USE A SUBORDINATING CONJUNCTION: TURN ONE CLAUSE INTO A DEPENDENT CLAUSE, ADDING THE NECESSARY CONJUNCTION.

PRACTICAL EXAMPLES:

FUSED SENTENCE CORRECTION:
- ORIGINAL: | LOVE TO WRITE | DO IT EVERY DAY.
- CORRECTED: | LOVE TO WRITE; | DO IT EVERY DAY.

COMMA SPLICE CORRECTION:
- ORIGINAL: SHE WANTED TO GO FOR A WALK, IT WAS RAINING OUTSIDE.
- CORRECTED: SHE WANTED TO GO FOR A WALK, BUT IT WAS RAINING OUTSIDE.

ADVANCED PrACTICE: CRAFTING CORRECT SENTENCES
To SOLIDIFY YOUR UNDERSTANDING, TRY CORRECTING THESE SENTENCES:

1. INCORRECT: THE TEAM WAS EXHAUSTED THEY HAD BEEN WORKING ALL NIGHT.
2. INCORRECT: | ENJOY READING MY FAVORITE BOOKS. | FIND THEM RELAXING.
3. INCORRECT: ALTHOUGH SHE WAS TIRED SHE KEPT WORKING.

SUGGESTED CORRECTIONS:

1. THE TEAM WAS EXHAUSTED BECAUSE THEY HAD BEEN WORKING ALL NIGHT.
2. | ENJOY READING MY FAVORITE BOOKS, AND | FIND THEM RELAXING.
3. ALTHOUGH SHE WAS TIRED, SHE KEPT WORKING.

FINAL TIPS FOR WRITERS AND EDITORS

- READ ALOUD: THIS HELPS CATCH FRAGMENTS AND RUN-ONS THAT DISRUPT FLOW.

- BREAK LONG SENTENCES: W/HEN A SENTENCE FEELS UNWIELDY, CONSIDER SPLITTING IT.

- USE GRAMMAR-CHECKING TOOLS: MODERN EDITORS CAN FLAG FRAGMENTS AND RUN-ONS, BUT DON’T RELY SOLELY ON THEM.
- PRACTICE REGULARLY: CONSISTENT EXERCISES IMPROVE YOUR ABILITY TO SPOT AND CORRECT THESE ISSUES.



CoNCLUSION

MASTERING THE IDENTIFICATION AND CORRECTION OF SENTENCE FRAGMENTS AND RUN-ON SENTENCES IS A CORNERSTONE OF
EFFECTIVE WRITING. THROUGH PRACTICE EXERCISES LIKE SELECTING THE PROBLEMATIC SENTENCE FROM A GROUP, WRITERS
DEVELOP A KEEN EYE FOR GRAMMATICAL ERRORS. REMEMBER THAT CLARITY HINGES ON WELL-STRUCTURED SENTENCES—EACH
ONE SHOULD STAND ON ITS OWN AS A COMPLETE THOUGHT OR BE CORRECTLY JOINED WITH OTHERS.

BY UNDERSTANDING THE TYPES OF FRAGMENTS AND RUN-ONS, EMPLOYING STRATEGIC CORRECTIONS, AND PRACTICING
CONSISTENTLY, YOU CAN ELEVATE YOUR WRITING FROM MUDDLED TO CLEAR AND PROFESSIONAL. \W/HETHER DRAFTING AN
ACADEMIC PAPER, A BUSINESS REPORT, OR A CREATIVE PIECE, THESE SKILLS ENSURE YOUR MESSAGE IS DELIVERED WITH PRECISION
AND IMPACT.

Keep PRACTICING!
FOR CONTINUED IMPROVEMENT, CHALLENGE YOURSELF WITH MORE PRACTICE EXERCISES, REVIEW GRAMMAR RULES REGULARLY,
AND SEEK FEEDBACK FROM PEERS OR MENTORS. THE JOURNEY TO MASTERY IS ONGOING, BUT WITH DEDICATION, YOUR SENTENCES

WILL BECOME MORE POLISHED, YOUR IDEAS CLEARER, AND YOUR WRITING MORE COMPELLING.

HAPPY WRITING!
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