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Understanding parallel structure is essential in crafting clear, compelling, and grammatically correct
sentences. In the passage titled "A Fashion Trend Not Only Changes But Is Also Evolving," identifying
the sentence that employs parallel structure helps readers appreciate the importance of balanced
grammatical constructions. This article explores the concept of parallel structure, analyzes the given
sentence, and discusses how effective use of parallelism can enhance writing, especially in the context

of fashion trends.

What Is Parallel Structure?

Parallel structure, also known as parallelism, is a grammatical construction where two or more
elements in a sentence are expressed in the same grammatical form. This technique improves
readability, emphasizes relationships between ideas, and creates a rhythm that makes sentences more

memorable and persuasive.

Key Characteristics of Parallel Structure

- Consistent grammatical patterns: Repeating the same pattern in words, phrases, or clauses.
- Balanced phrases or clauses: Ensuring similar ideas are expressed similarly.

- Enhanced clarity and rhythm: Making sentences easier to read and understand.



Examples of Parallel Structure

- Correct: She likes dancing, singing, and acting.

- Incorrect: She likes dancing, singing, and to act.

Analyzing the Passage: "A Fashion Trend Not Only Changes

But Is Also Evolving"

The passage discusses how fashion trends are dynamic, constantly shifting and developing over time.
The fragment "Not only Changes But Is Also Evolving" is a key focus because it contains a

construction that highlights the use of parallelism.

The Sentence in Question

"Not only changes but is also evolving."

At first glance, this phrase appears to be part of a larger sentence, perhaps:

"Fashion trends not only change but are also evolving."

This structure exemplifies parallelism because it balances two similar ideas linked by "not only... but

also."

Identifying the Use of Parallel Structure

The core of the sentence is the comparison between two actions:
- "change"

- "are evolving" (or "is evolving" depending on context)

The sentence uses the correlative pair "not only... but also" to connect these ideas, making the

sentence more compelling and rhythmic.



Why Is This Construction Effective?

- It emphasizes two related actions happening simultaneously.
- It maintains grammatical balance, making the sentence clearer.

- It creates a sense of progression—fashion trends are not static but continuously developing.

Breaking Down the Parallel Structure in the Passage

Let’s examine the components that form the parallel structure:

1. Correlative conjunctions: "not only... but also"

2. Verb phrases: "change" and "are evolving"

Both parts after the conjunctions are structured to mirror each other grammatically, with "change"

being a simple present tense verb, and "are evolving" being a present continuous tense verb phrase.

Why Is Parallelism Important in This Context?

- Clarity: It clearly shows that fashion trends do two things—change and evolve.
- Emphasis: It highlights the dynamic nature of fashion.

- Flow: It makes the sentence more rhythmic and engaging for readers.

How to Recognize Parallel Structure in Writing

Recognizing parallelism involves analyzing sentence components for grammatical consistency. Here

are steps to identify it:

1. Look for correlative conjunctions like "not only... but also," "either... or," "both... and," etc.



2. Check the elements connected by these conjunctions—are they in the same grammatical form?
3. Ensure the sentence maintains symmetry in structure and tense.

4. Read aloud to feel the rhythm; balanced phrases often sound more harmonious.

Examples of Parallel Structure in Fashion-Related Sentences

To better understand how parallelism enhances writing about fashion trends, consider these examples:

Fashion trends not only influence style but also dictate consumer behavior.

The industry is constantly innovating, adapting, and expanding.

Designers must be creative, daring, and willing to take risks.

Fashion is about expressing individuality, embracing change, and celebrating diversity.

In each example, the elements connected by conjunctions are grammatically consistent, making the

sentences clear and impactful.

The Impact of Effective Parallel Structure in Fashion

Journalism

Using parallel structure in writing about fashion trends has several benefits:



1. Enhances Readability

Balanced sentences are easier to process, allowing readers to follow complex ideas effortlessly.

2. Strengthens Arguments

Parallelism emphasizes key points, making arguments more persuasive.

3. Creates Memorable Content

Rhythmic sentences resonate with readers, increasing the likelihood that the message sticks.

4. Reflects Fashion's Rhythm

Fashion itself is about rhythm and harmony; parallel structure mirrors this aesthetic quality in writing.

Common Mistakes to Avoid with Parallel Structure
While parallelism can significantly improve writing, common errors include:
- Unequal grammatical forms: Mixing nouns, verbs, and phrases improperly.

- Incomplete parallelism: Failing to match the structure after "not only... but also."

- Overusing parallel structures: Leading to monotonous writing if not varied appropriately.

How to Improve Your Use of Parallel Structure

To enhance your writing, consider the following tips:

e |dentify key ideas that need balancing within sentences.



¢ Use consistent grammatical forms when connecting ideas.
¢ Read your sentences aloud to check for rhythm and balance.

* Revise sentences to correct any mismatched structures.

Conclusion

The sentence "Not only changes but is also evolving" exemplifies the effective use of parallel structure
within the passage discussing fashion trends. Recognizing and employing parallelism in your writing
not only sharpens your communication skills but also aligns your style with the rhythmic, harmonious
qualities celebrated in fashion itself. Whether you're crafting a fashion article, a marketing campaign, or
a personal blog, mastering parallel structure will elevate your content, making it more engaging,
persuasive, and memorable. Remember, the power of balanced sentences lies in their ability to clarify

complex ideas and create a seamless flow—just like the ever-evolving world of fashion.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which sentence in the passage uses parallel structure?

The sentence 'Not only changes but is also evolving' uses parallel structure.

Why is the sentence 'Not only changes but is also evolving' considered
to have parallel structure?

Because it balances two related ideas with similar grammatical forms: 'not only' + verb, but also +

verb.



What is parallel structure, and how is it demonstrated in the passage?

Parallel structure is the use of similar grammatical patterns within a sentence. In the passage, it is
demonstrated in the phrase 'not only changes but is also evolving,' where both parts follow a similar

pattern.

Can you identify another example of parallel structure in the passage?

Yes, the phrase 'not only changes but is also evolving' itself is an example of parallel structure.

Why is using parallel structure important in sentences about trends?

Using parallel structure makes sentences clearer, more balanced, and easier to read, especially when

describing related ideas like changes and evolutions.

How does parallel structure enhance the clarity of the sentence about
fashion trends?

It emphasizes the two related actions—changing and evolving—by presenting them in a similar

grammatical form, making the idea more coherent and impactful.

What would be an incorrect way to write the sentence without parallel
structure?

An incorrect version would be: 'A fashion trend not only changes but also is evolving,' which disrupts

the balance and flow of the sentence.

Additional Resources

Which Sentence In The Passage Uses Parallel Structure?

A Fashion Trend Not Only Changes But Is Also Evolving.



In the realm of effective writing, especially when crafting compelling sentences, the use of parallel
structure—also known as parallelism—is a fundamental device that enhances readability, clarity, and
rhythm. When analyzing a passage such as “A fashion trend not only changes but is also evolving,”
it's important to identify which sentence employs parallel structure and understand how it contributes to
the overall impact of the statement. This guide will break down the concept of parallel structure,
analyze the passage in question, and highlight the sentence that demonstrates this stylistic device,

providing insights into why it works so well.

Understanding Parallel Structure

Before diving into the specific passage, let’s clarify what parallel structure entails.

What is Parallel Structure?

Parallel structure involves using the same pattern of words or grammatical form within a sentence to
show that two or more ideas have equal importance. This technique creates rhythm, balance, and

clarity, making sentences easier to read and understand.

Examples of parallel structure:
- She likes reading, writing, and jogging. (parallel nouns)
- He wants to either stay at home or go to the park. (parallel infinitive phrases)

- The team needs to plan carefully, execute precisely, and review thoroughly. (parallel verbs)

Why Use Parallel Structure?

- To improve readability and flow
- To emphasize equal importance of ideas
- To create a memorable and balanced sentence

- To avoid awkward or inconsistent phrasing



Analyzing the Passage

The passage in question states:

“A fashion trend not only changes but is also evolving.”

At a glance, this sentence immediately draws attention because it employs a structure that pairs two

related ideas: change and evolution. To determine whether it uses parallel structure, we need to

analyze the grammatical elements involved.

Identifying the Sentence with Parallel Structure

Let’s examine the sentence carefully:

“A fashion trend not only changes but is also evolving.”

This sentence contains two main clauses connected by the correlative conjunction “not only... but

also.”

- The first clause: changes

- The second clause: is also evolving

Analysis:

- The first part: not only changes — Here, changes is a verb.

- The second part: is also evolving — This is a verb phrase with an auxiliary (be) + present participle.

Are these elements parallel?



- The first: changes (simple present tense verb)

- The second: is evolving (present continuous tense)
On the surface, these are different tenses, which can sometimes break parallelism. However, in this
case, the structure is parallel because both parts are verb phrases linked by the correlative conjunction

and express similar ideas about the trend’s transformation.

But, for perfect parallelism, it’s often recommended that the grammatical forms mirror each other more

closely. Let’s consider alternative structures:
- not only changes but also evolves (both simple present tense verbs)
- not only is changing but is also evolving (both progressive forms)

- not only changing but also evolving (both gerunds)

In the original sentence, the choice of changes and is evolving is a stylistic decision that still maintains

a sense of balance because both are present tense verbs describing ongoing actions.

The Sentence That Demonstrates Effective Parallel Structure

Given the options, the sentence:

“A fashion trend not only changes but is also evolving.”

demonstrates parallel structure because:

- It pairs two coordinated ideas with the correlative conjunction “not only... but also”.

- Both parts describe the trend’s behavior, maintaining grammatical consistency by balancing verb

forms that express ongoing or habitual actions.



Why is this important?

Using parallel structure here emphasizes that a fashion trend is not static; it both changes and is

evolving—two processes happening simultaneously or as part of a continuum. The structure reinforces

this duality with balance and rhythm.

How Parallel Structure Enhances the Passage

Let’s explore the benefits of this specific sentence’s structure:

1. Emphasizes the Dual Nature of Trends

The sentence underscores that fashion trends are dynamic—they don't just change temporarily; they

continuously evolve. The parallelism highlights this duality effectively.

2. Creates Rhythm and Balance

The balanced phrases make the sentence more memorable and engaging, aiding in reader

comprehension.

3. Clarifies the Relationship Between Ideas

By pairing changes and is evolving with “not only... but also,” the sentence clearly shows that these

actions are interconnected facets of the fashion trend.

Practical Tips for Using Parallel Structure Effectively



If you want to craft sentences that are both impactful and grammatically sound, consider these

guidelines:

- Match grammatical forms: Use similar verb forms, nouns, or phrases on both sides of a conjunction.
- Use correlative conjunctions properly: Pairs like not only... but also, either... or, neither... nor, and
both... and naturally call for parallelism.

- Maintain consistency in tense: Ensure that verbs or phrases are in the same tense and aspect to
avoid confusion.

- Be concise: Parallel structures should streamline ideas, not complicate them.

Summary: Which Sentence Uses Parallel Structure?

In the passage, the sentence:

“A fashion trend not only changes but is also evolving.”

is the one that employs parallel structure effectively. It uses the correlative conjunction “not only... but
also” to connect two related actions—changes and is evolving—both of which are presented as verbs
describing the trend's ongoing transformation. This balanced construction emphasizes the dynamic

nature of fashion trends and helps convey the message with clarity and rhythm.

Final Thoughts

Mastering parallel structure is essential for effective communication, whether in academic writing,
storytelling, or professional analysis. Recognizing how sentences utilize this technique allows writers to
craft more compelling messages and helps readers better understand and retain information. When

analyzing any passage, look for pairs or groups of ideas connected by conjunctions and assess



whether their grammatical forms mirror each other—a hallmark of strong parallelism. In the case of “A
fashion trend not only changes but is also evolving,” the strategic use of parallel structure enhances

the sentence’s impact, making it a prime example of this stylistic device in action.
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