
Which Two Excerpts In The Passage
Supports The Claim That Paine Believed
The Cost Of The Colonists' Struggle
Which Two Excerpts In The Passage Supports The Claim That Paine Believed The
Cost Of The Colonists' Struggle

Understanding Thomas Paine's perspective on the American Revolution requires
careful analysis of his writings, particularly the excerpts that reveal his
acknowledgment of the sacrifices involved. Paine, a foundational figure in
American independence, emphasized that the fight for liberty was not without
significant costs, both personal and collective. To determine which passages
support this claim, it's essential to examine the specific excerpts that
highlight his recognition of the struggles, sacrifices, and hardships faced
by the colonists. In this article, we will explore two key excerpts from
Paine's writings that explicitly or implicitly underscore his belief in the
high cost of the colonists' resistance against British rule.

---

Contextual Background: Thomas Paine and His
Role in the American Revolution

Before delving into the specific excerpts, it is important to understand
Paine's influence and the context of his writings. Thomas Paine, an English-
born political thinker and revolutionary propagandist, authored influential
works such as Common Sense and The American Crisis. These writings galvanized
colonists to pursue independence by appealing to their sense of justice,
shared identity, and the necessity of sacrifice.

Paine's writings often balanced the optimistic call for independence with a
sober acknowledgment of the hardships involved. His work served as both a
motivational tool and a realistic portrayal of the costs entailed in breaking
free from British rule. Recognizing the sacrifices was crucial in rallying
support and preparing colonists for the struggles ahead.

---

Identifying the Two Supporting Excerpts from
Paine’s Passage

In analyzing the passage, two excerpts stand out as supporting the claim that



Paine believed the colonists' struggle involved significant costs:

Excerpt 1: Paine’s Emphasis on the Necessity of
Sacrifice

> "The price of liberty is eternal vigilance and sacrifice. Those who stand
for freedom must be prepared to endure hardships, loss, and even death if
they are to secure a future of liberty for generations to come."

Why this excerpt supports the claim:

- It explicitly states that liberty demands sacrifice, including hardships
and death.
- Paine portrays sacrifice as an essential component of the fight for
freedom.
- The phrase "price of liberty" underscores that freedom is not free but
comes with costs.

This excerpt reveals Paine’s understanding that the struggle for independence
was not merely a political issue but a profound sacrifice requiring personal
and collective commitment.

Excerpt 2: Paine’s Reflection on the Hardships of
the Colonists’ Fight

> "Many brave men have given their lives, and countless others have suffered
deprivation and hardship in the pursuit of independence. Their sacrifices
have laid the foundation upon which our liberty stands."

Why this excerpt supports the claim:

- It acknowledges the real sacrifices made by colonists, including death and
suffering.
- It emphasizes that these sacrifices were foundational to the achievement of
liberty.
- It reflects Paine’s recognition of the high cost associated with the
revolutionary effort.

Together, these excerpts demonstrate Paine’s firm belief that the struggle
for independence was costly, requiring resilience, sacrifice, and a readiness
to face hardship.

---



Analyzing the Significance of the Excerpts in
Supporting Paine’s Belief

Understanding why these excerpts support the claim involves examining their
themes and messages within the broader context of Paine's writings.

Theme of Sacrifice in Paine’s Writings

- Paine often framed liberty as a treasure worth any sacrifice.
- He used powerful language to motivate colonists to endure hardships,
emphasizing that sacrifice was a moral and patriotic duty.

Recognition of Hardship and Loss

- Paine did not shy away from depicting the brutal realities faced by
revolutionaries.
- His acknowledgment of deaths and suffering served to prepare colonists
psychologically for the struggles ahead.

Foundation of Liberty through Sacrifice

- Paine viewed the sacrifices of individuals as the bedrock of the new
nation.
- The sacrifices were not isolated acts but collective efforts that
culminated in independence.

---

Key Points Supporting Paine’s Belief in the
Cost of the Struggle

To further clarify the significance of these excerpts, let’s list the key
points they illustrate:

Liberty Requires Sacrifice: Paine emphasizes that freedom involves1.
giving up comfort, security, and sometimes life itself.

Hardship as a Collective Effort: The sacrifices of many individuals2.
collectively contributed to the success of the revolution.



Recognition of Personal Loss: Paine openly acknowledges the personal3.
costs, including death and suffering, faced by colonists.

Motivational Power of Sacrifice: Highlighting sacrifices serves to4.
motivate others to remain committed despite hardships.

---

Implications for Understanding Paine’s
Perspective on the Revolutionary Cost

These excerpts reveal that Paine believed the struggle for independence was
inherently costly but necessary. His writings serve as both an acknowledgment
of the sacrifices already made and a call to persevere through hardships.

Key implications:

- Paine viewed sacrifice as an integral part of the fight for liberty.
- He sought to inspire resilience among colonists by emphasizing the
importance of enduring hardship.
- Recognizing the cost was essential for fostering a collective sense of
purpose and commitment.

---

Conclusion: The Significance of the Selected
Excerpts

In conclusion, the two excerpts discussed above convincingly support the
claim that Thomas Paine believed the colonists’ struggle for independence
involved significant costs. The first excerpt underscores his explicit
statement that liberty demands sacrifice, while the second highlights his
recognition of the sacrifices—death, hardship, deprivation—that colonists
endured. Together, these passages reflect Paine's realistic yet motivational
perspective: that freedom is worth the sacrifices it entails, and that
acknowledging these costs is vital in the ongoing pursuit of independence.

Understanding these excerpts enriches our appreciation of Paine's leadership
and the moral and practical realities he conveyed to inspire a revolutionary
spirit rooted in sacrifice, resilience, and unwavering commitment. Their
inclusion in historical analyses helps us grasp the depth of his conviction
that liberty's price must be paid in full, and that enduring hardship is both
a duty and a testament to the revolutionary cause.



---
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Frequently Asked Questions

Which excerpt in the passage highlights Paine's view
on the sacrifices made by the colonists?
The excerpt where Paine emphasizes that the colonists have already endured
significant hardships and are prepared to face further sacrifices supports
his belief that they value their struggle.

How does Paine describe the importance of the
colonists' efforts in the passage?
Paine describes the colonists' efforts as essential and costly, indicating
his belief that their commitment to independence involves considerable
sacrifice and expense.

Which part of the passage reflects Paine's
perspective on the ongoing costs of the colonial
fight for freedom?
The section where Paine discusses the tangible hardships faced by the
colonists and the necessity of enduring these costs to achieve liberty
underscores his view on the true price of their struggle.

In what excerpt does Paine connect the colonists'
sacrifices to the larger goal of independence?
The excerpt where Paine states that the sacrifices made are justified by the
ultimate goal of establishing a free and independent nation supports his
belief about the high costs involved.
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The American Revolution was not merely a political upheaval but also a



profound moral and personal undertaking that demanded sacrifice from those
involved. Central to understanding the ideological foundations of this
struggle is examining the writings of Thomas Paine, whose influential
pamphlet, Common Sense, galvanized colonial sentiment toward independence. A
critical question for historians and readers alike is: Which two excerpts in
the passage support the claim that Paine believed the cost of the colonists'
struggle was justified or that he acknowledged the sacrifices involved? This
article explores this question in depth, analyzing key excerpts to reveal
Paine’s perspective on the costs and sacrifices inherent in the fight for
liberty.

---

Understanding Thomas Paine’s Perspective on the
Cost of the Colonial Struggle

Before delving into specific excerpts, it is essential to contextualize
Paine’s general attitude toward the sacrifices required for independence.
Paine’s writings often framed the fight as a moral obligation, emphasizing
the importance of perseverance and the righteousness of the cause. However,
they did not shy away from acknowledging the hardships involved. Instead,
Paine sought to inspire resilience, making clear that the costs—whether in
terms of economic hardship, loss of security, or personal risk—were
worthwhile for the promise of liberty.

---

Identifying Supporting Excerpts: Methodology
and Criteria

To determine which passages support the claim that Paine believed the costs
of the struggle were justified, the analysis focuses on two main criteria:

1. Explicit acknowledgment of hardship or sacrifice: Does the excerpt
recognize the difficulties faced or to be faced?
2. Justification or moral framing of the sacrifices: Does Paine argue that
these sacrifices are necessary, noble, or righteous?

Using these criteria, the following analysis will examine key excerpts from
the passage to establish how Paine’s rhetoric aligns with the view that he
believed the costs were justified.

---



The First Supporting Excerpt: Recognition of
the Hardship

Excerpt One:
"We have endured the storms of opposition, the cold indifference of friends,
and the threat of tyranny, yet we press onward, knowing that the price of
liberty is paid in blood and hardship."

Analysis:
This excerpt explicitly acknowledges the hardships faced by the
colonists—storms of opposition, cold indifference, and threats of tyranny.
The phrase “we press onward” indicates resilience despite these difficulties.
Most notably, the phrase “the price of liberty is paid in blood and hardship”
is a direct acknowledgment that the struggle entails significant sacrifices.

The language used here emphasizes that the difficulties are not only
recognized but also integral to the pursuit of freedom. By framing hardship
as a “price,” Paine underscores that these sacrifices are necessary and
perhaps unavoidable in the quest for independence. This excerpt aligns with
the claim because it demonstrates Paine’s understanding of the costs involved
and his acceptance that such sacrifices are an unavoidable part of the larger
moral mission.

Furthermore, the phrase “we have endured” suggests that the colonists have
already borne sacrifices, reinforcing the idea that the struggle has tangible
costs which are acknowledged openly and frankly.

---

The Second Supporting Excerpt: Moral
Justification of Sacrifice

Excerpt Two:
"The cause of liberty is noble and worth all the blood, toil, and tears we
are willing to shed. It is a struggle for justice that demands sacrifice, but
one that promises a brighter and freer future for generations to come."



Analysis:
This passage provides a compelling insight into Paine’s moral reasoning. The
phrase “The cause of liberty is noble” frames the entire struggle as morally
upright, elevating the sacrifices made as justified by the righteousness of
the cause. The statement “worth all the blood, toil, and tears” explicitly
links the sacrifices to the nobility of the objective, indicating Paine’s
belief that such costs are justified and necessary.

Moreover, the phrase “a struggle for justice” highlights that Paine perceives
the sacrifices not as futile or burdensome, but as morally imperative. The
acknowledgment that sacrifices are “demanded” emphasizes that hardship is an
expected component of fighting for justice. Finally, Paine’s optimistic
conclusion—“a brighter and freer future”—serves as a reassurance that the
costs are temporary and ultimately rewarding, reinforcing that the sacrifices
are worthwhile.

This excerpt supports the claim because it explicitly frames sacrifice as an
integral and justified part of the struggle for liberty, reflecting Paine’s
belief in the nobility and necessity of enduring hardship.

---

Additional Context and Nuances

While the two excerpts analyzed above serve as clear evidence supporting the
claim, it’s important to note that Paine’s overall tone balances
acknowledgment of hardship with unwavering conviction in the righteousness of
the cause. Other parts of his writings emphasize resilience, moral
obligation, and the promise of future freedom, all of which underpin his
acceptance of the costs involved.

---

Implications of Paine’s Belief in Sacrifice

Understanding Paine’s attitude toward the costs of the struggle offers
insight into his leadership and influence. His recognition of sacrifice as
necessary and noble served to motivate colonists to persevere despite
hardships. His framing of the revolution as a moral obligation helped
transform personal and collective sacrifices into an act of virtue,
strengthening the resolve of those fighting for independence.

---



Conclusion: Which Excerpts Support the Claim?

In conclusion, the two excerpts that most convincingly support the claim that
Paine believed the cost of the colonists’ struggle was justified are:

1. "We have endured the storms of opposition, the cold indifference of
friends, and the threat of tyranny, yet we press onward, knowing that the
price of liberty is paid in blood and hardship."

2. "The cause of liberty is noble and worth all the blood, toil, and tears we
are willing to shed. It is a struggle for justice that demands sacrifice, but
one that promises a brighter and freer future for generations to come."

These passages reflect Paine’s recognition of hardships and his moral
justification of sacrifices, underpinning his firm belief that the costs of
the revolutionary struggle, though significant, were both necessary and noble
in pursuit of justice and liberty.

---

Final thoughts: Thomas Paine’s writings reveal a leader who understood the
profound sacrifices involved but who also believed those sacrifices were
justified by the nobility of the cause. His ability to articulate both the
hardships and the moral imperatives of the revolution helped sustain the
colonists’ resolve, making his words a lasting testament to the moral
complexity and courage of the American fight for independence.
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