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The New Deal, implemented by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in response to the Great
Depression, marked a pivotal shift in American government policy and social welfare.
While many Americans supported these sweeping reforms aimed at economic recovery,
there was significant opposition from various groups and political figures. Understanding
who opposed the New Deal and why provides insight into the political dynamics of 1930s
America. This article explores the primary sources of opposition, their motivations, and
the lasting impact of their resistance.

Understanding the Context of the New Deal

Before delving into the opposition, it’s essential to grasp the core objectives of Roosevelt’s
New Deal. Enacted between 1933 and 1939, the New Deal aimed to provide immediate
economic relief, promote recovery, and reform the financial system to prevent future
depressions. Key programs included the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), the
Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA), the National Recovery Administration (NRA), and the
Social Security Act. These initiatives expanded the federal government’s role in economic
and social life, which was met with both praise and fierce opposition.

Main Opponents of the New Deal

Several groups and individuals opposed Roosevelt’s New Deal for different reasons. The
primary opposition came from business elites, conservative politicians, some members of
the Supreme Court, and certain ideological groups. Their resistance stemmed from fears
of increased government intervention, threat to free enterprise, or ideological
disagreements with the New Deal’s principles.

1. Business Leaders and Corporations

Many business leaders perceived the New Deal as a threat to free enterprise and private
property rights. They were concerned about increased regulation, higher taxes, and
government interference in economic affairs.

e Fear of Regulation: Programs like the NRA sought to regulate industry standards
and labor practices, which some business owners viewed as government overreach.



e Tax Increases: Roosevelt’s policies included higher taxes on the wealthy and
corporations to fund New Deal programs, which angered business elites.

¢ Antitrust Actions: The administration’s efforts to break up monopolies and enforce
antitrust laws were seen as hostile to big business.

Many business associations, such as the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, vocally opposed the
New Deal, arguing it stifled economic freedom.

2. Conservative Politicians and Legislators

Some members of Congress, especially conservatives, resisted Roosevelt’s expansive
federal programs, fearing they would lead to socialism or diminish individual liberties.

e Opposition to Federal Expansion: Many lawmakers believed the New Deal
encroached upon states’ rights and individual freedoms.

* Budget Concerns: Critics argued that the New Deal’s spending was unsustainable
and would lead to excessive national debt.

e Political Ideology: Conservatives favored laissez-faire policies, opposing the
increased government intervention.

Notably, the Conservative Coalition, a bipartisan alliance, often opposed New Deal
legislation in Congress.

3. The Supreme Court

The judiciary played a significant role in opposing certain New Deal programs through
judicial review.

e Legal Challenges: Several key pieces of New Deal legislation, including the NRA
and the Agricultural Adjustment Act, were declared unconstitutional by the Supreme
Court in 1935-1936.

¢ Judicial Restraint: Many justices believed the federal government lacked the
constitutional authority to implement such broad economic reforms.

This opposition led Roosevelt to propose the Judicial Procedures Reform Bill of 1937, often
called the “court-packing plan,” which aimed to add more justices favorable to New Deal
policies.



4. Conservative and Libertarian Ideologies

Beyond political figures, ideological groups viewed the New Deal as a step toward
socialism.

e Libertarians and Classical Liberals: They believed the New Deal expanded
government power excessively and threatened individual freedoms.

e Liberty League: An organization formed in 1934 to oppose what it saw as the
encroachment of government into personal and economic liberties.

These groups argued that Roosevelt’s policies were undermining the constitutional limits
on federal authority.

Other Sources of Opposition

While the main opposition came from the groups listed above, there were additional voices
of dissent.

1. Farmers and Agricultural Interests

Initially, some farmers supported New Deal programs, but others opposed certain policies.

¢ Discontent with the AAA: Some small farmers felt the Agricultural Adjustment Act
favored large landowners and hurt their economic interests.

2. Some Labor Unions

While many unions supported the New Deal, others criticized it for not doing enough to
protect workers’ rights or for supporting policies that favored big business.

3. Political Extremists

Both left-wing and right-wing extremists opposed Roosevelt’s policies for different
reasons.
e Leftists: Some believed the New Deal did not go far enough in redistributing wealth.

e Right-wing: Opposed the New Deal for promoting government intervention and
socialism.



Impact of Opposition on the New Deal

The fierce opposition influenced the course of Roosevelt’s policies and the political
landscape.

1. Judicial Challenges and Changes

The Supreme Court’s rulings against some programs led Roosevelt to seek court-packing,
which faced backlash and ultimately failed, but it highlighted tensions between the
executive and judiciary.

2. Legislative Adjustments

In response to court rulings and political opposition, Roosevelt modified some programs,
making them more acceptable to critics.

3. Political Consequences

The opposition helped galvanize opposition parties and contributed to shifts in public
opinion, influencing future elections and policy debates.

Legacy of the Opposition

Despite the opposition, many New Deal programs laid the groundwork for modern social
welfare and economic regulation.

e Some programs persisted and expanded after Roosevelt’s presidency, such as Social
Security.

e The opposition underscored the ongoing debate over the role of government in
economic life.

e It also demonstrated the importance of checks and balances in American democracy.

Conclusion

The opposition to President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal was diverse, encompassing
business interests, conservative politicians, the judiciary, and ideological groups. Their
resistance reflected fears of excessive government power, threats to free enterprise, and
ideological disagreements. Despite these challenges, the New Deal fundamentally
transformed American government and society, with its legacy still felt today.



Understanding this opposition helps us appreciate the complexities of policymaking during
one of the most turbulent periods in American history and the enduring debate over the
role of government in economic and social life.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the primary opposition to President Franklin
D. Roosevelt's New Deal programs?

The strongest opposition came from conservative Republicans and business leaders who
believed the New Deal expanded government power too much and threatened free
enterprise.

What were the main reasons critics opposed Roosevelt's
New Deal policies?

Critics argued that the New Deal increased federal intervention, threatened individual
freedoms, and was too costly, leading to concerns about socialism and government
overreach.

How did the Supreme Court oppose Roosevelt's New
Deal programs?

The Supreme Court struck down several New Deal laws, such as the National Industrial
Recovery Act, viewing them as unconstitutional and limiting the president's authority.

In what ways did business interests oppose Roosevelt's
New Deal?

Many business leaders opposed the New Deal because they believed it imposed
regulations and taxes that hindered economic growth and threatened their profits.

Did any political groups support Roosevelt's opposition
to the New Deal? If so, which ones?

While most opposition came from conservatives, some groups and politicians, such as
some Republicans and business associations, actively opposed the New Deal policies,
advocating for less government intervention.

Additional Resources

The Strongest Opposition To President Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal Programs Came
From various political, economic, and social groups during the 1930s. While Roosevelt's
ambitious efforts aimed to combat the Great Depression and reform the American



economy, they faced fierce resistance from multiple quarters. This opposition played a
significant role in shaping the trajectory of the New Deal and reflected the complex
tensions between government intervention, business interests, and traditional political
philosophies. Understanding who opposed Roosevelt’s New Deal and why offers insight
into the political landscape of the era and the challenges of implementing sweeping
reform.

Introduction to the Opposition

The New Deal, launched by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1933, was a series of
programs, public work projects, financial reforms, and regulations designed to provide
relief, recovery, and reform. While many Americans supported these initiatives, significant
opposition emerged from various sectors. Among the most prominent opponents were
business leaders, conservative politicians, and certain factions within the Republican
Party. Their resistance was rooted in concerns over government overreach, economic
freedom, and the potential threat to the capitalist system.

Who Opposed the New Deal?

Business Leaders and Large Corporations

Business interests were among the most vocal critics of Roosevelt’s New Deal. Many
feared that the increased government regulation and intervention threatened their
economic freedom and profits.

Key Points of Opposition:

- Fear of Increased Regulation: Programs like the National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA)
established codes for fair competition, which business leaders believed could limit their
freedom to operate freely.

- Tax Policies: Roosevelt’s tax policies aimed at raising revenue from the wealthy and
corporations, which some viewed as punitive.

- Loss of Autonomy: Large corporations and business associations worried about
government interference in management decisions and the potential for future
restrictions.

Pros of Business Opposition:
- Advocacy for free enterprise and minimal government intervention.
- Concerns about maintaining economic independence and profitability.

Cons of Business Opposition:
- Resistance to necessary reforms that could stabilize the economy.
- Delay in adopting policies for economic recovery.



Conservative Politicians and the Republican Party

Many conservative politicians and members of the Republican Party saw the New Deal as
an overreach of federal power and a move toward socialism.

Reasons for Opposition:

- Ideological Differences: Republicans favored limited government and free-market
policies, opposing the expansive federal programs.

- Fear of Socialism: Some critics argued that Roosevelt’s programs, such as the welfare
measures and public works, were steps toward socialism or communism.

- Political Strategy: Opposing the New Deal helped some politicians appeal to conservative
constituents and differentiate themselves from Roosevelt.

Features of Conservative Opposition:

- Calls for deregulation and reduced federal intervention.
- Advocacy for a return to laissez-faire policies.

Pros of Conservative Opposition:
- Emphasis on individual liberty and free enterprise.
- Resistance to potential government overreach.

Cons:
- Opposition sometimes hindered necessary reforms during economic crisis.
- Lack of alternative comprehensive policies for economic recovery.

Supreme Court Opposition

Initially, the Supreme Court posed a significant obstacle to Roosevelt’s New Deal. Several
key programs were challenged as unconstitutional.

Major Cases and Outcomes:

- Schechter Poultry Corp. v. United States (1935): The Court struck down the NIRA, ruling
that it delegated legislative power to the executive and was unconstitutional.

- United States v. Butler (1936): The Court invalidated the Agricultural Adjustment Act,
citing overreach of federal authority.

Impact on the New Deal:

- The Court’s rulings forced Roosevelt to reconsider and modify some of his policies.
- The opposition from the judiciary reflected broader concerns about federal power.

Pros:
- Preservation of checks and balances.
- Prevented potential abuse of executive authority.

Cons:
- Hampered the implementation of critical reforms.



- Created political conflict and tension.

Other Opposition Groups

Southern Democrats

While many Southern Democrats supported Roosevelt, some opposed certain New Deal
policies that threatened traditional racial and economic structures.

Key points:

- Opposition to Certain Social Reforms: Some Southern politicians resisted programs that
aimed to improve conditions for African Americans or challenged segregationist policies.
- Economic Interests: Some Southern planters and businessmen opposed labor reforms
that threatened the racial hierarchy and labor control.

Features:

- Support for some programs but resistance to others.
- Emphasis on states’ rights and limited federal intervention.

Pros:
- Maintained existing social order.

Cons:

- Limited the scope of social reforms.
- Contributed to racial and economic inequalities.

Far-Left Critics and Socialists

Some individuals on the far left believed Roosevelt’s New Deal did not go far enough.
Reasons for opposition:

- Advocated for more radical restructuring of the economy.
- Supported policies like nationalization of industries or wealth redistribution.

Features:

- Calls for socialism or communism.
- Criticism of Roosevelt’s focus on capitalism.

Pros:
- Pushed for more comprehensive reforms.

- Highlighted inequality issues.

Cons:



- Less political support among mainstream Americans.
- Risk of alienating moderate voters.

Summary of the Key Opposition’s Impact

The opposition to Roosevelt’s New Deal was multifaceted, encompassing economic,
political, and ideological concerns. While these critics helped serve as a check on the
expansion of federal power, they also slowed down the implementation of some reforms
and created political polarization.

Advantages of Opposition:

- Ensured that reforms remained within constitutional bounds.
- Encouraged debate and refinement of policies.
- Maintained the balance of power among branches of government.

Disadvantages of Opposition:

- Delayed economic recovery efforts.
- Reduced the effectiveness of some programs.
- Contributed to political tensions that persisted throughout Roosevelt’s presidency.

Conclusion: The Legacy of Opposition

The strongest opposition to President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal programs came
from a combination of business interests, conservative politicians, and judicial challenges.
While their resistance reflected legitimate concerns about government overreach and
economic freedom, it also highlighted the tensions inherent in implementing sweeping
reforms during times of crisis. Ultimately, despite significant opposition, many New Deal
programs laid the groundwork for modern social safety nets and increased government
involvement in the economy. The debate between reform and resistance during this era
remains a critical chapter in American political history, illustrating the ongoing struggle to
balance economic stability, individual rights, and government authority.
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