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37. Which Of The Following Statements Is True Of A Dependent Clause, Introduced By
Subordinating Conjunction?A. Understanding the nature of dependent clauses and how they
function within sentences is essential for mastering English grammar. A dependent clause, especially
one introduced by a subordinating conjunction, plays a crucial role in adding detail, context, or
meaning to a sentence. This article explores the characteristics, functions, and identification
strategies of such clauses to help learners and writers improve their grammatical accuracy and
sentence construction skills.

Understanding Dependent Clauses and Subordinating
Conjunctions

What Is a Dependent Clause?

A dependent clause, also known as a subordinate clause, is a group of words that contains a subject
and a verb but cannot stand alone as a complete sentence. It relies on an independent clause to
provide full meaning. For example:

- Because he was late, (incomplete on its own)

- He missed the bus. (independent clause)

When combined, the dependent clause adds context:
- Because he was late, he missed the bus.

What Is a Subordinating Conjunction?

A subordinating conjunction introduces a dependent clause and shows the relationship between this
clause and the rest of the sentence. Common subordinating conjunctions include:
- because

- since

- although

- while

- if

- when

- after

- before

- unless

For example:
- Although it was raining, we went for a walk.
- If you study hard, you will pass the exam.



These conjunctions are pivotal in creating complex sentences, which are more nuanced and
informative than simple sentences.

Characteristics of Dependent Clauses Introduced by
Subordinating Conjunctions

Features that Define These Clauses

Dependent clauses introduced by subordinating conjunctions share specific features:

- Presence of a subordinating conjunction: Words like because, although, when, etc.

- Contains a subject and a verb: They are complete thoughts internally but cannot stand alone.

- Function as adverbial modifiers: They often modify verbs, adjectives, or other parts of the sentence.
- Dependence on an independent clause: They cannot form a complete sentence by themselves.

Examples of Such Clauses

- Because | was tired, | went to bed early.
- When the movie started, everyone quieted down.
- Although she was nervous, she delivered a great speech.

In each case, the clause begins with a subordinating conjunction and cannot stand alone as a
sentence.

Functions of Dependent Clauses Introduced by
Subordinating Conjunctions

Adverbial Function

Most dependent clauses introduced by subordinating conjunctions function as adverbs, modifying
verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs. They provide information about:

- Time: When the action occurs

- Cause or reason: Because something happens

- Contrast: Although or though introduce contrast

- Condition: If, unless, provided that specify conditions

Examples:

- She stayed home because she was sick. (reason)

- When | arrive, we will start the meeting. (time)

- Although it was cold, we went swimming. (contrast)
- If it rains, the picnic will be canceled. (condition)



Other Functions

While primarily adverbial, these clauses can also serve to:
- Introduce a subordinate idea

- Show contrast or concession

- Express conditions or reasons

How to Identify a Dependent Clause Introduced by a
Subordinating Conjunction

Step-by-Step Identification Strategy

To determine if a clause is a dependent clause introduced by a subordinating conjunction, follow
these steps:

1. Look for a subordinating conjunction at the beginning: Words like because, although, when, etc.

2. Check for a subject and a verb: Ensure the clause has both.

3. Determine if the clause can stand alone: If it cannot, and it begins with a subordinating conjunction,
it's a dependent clause.

4. Assess its function: Usually, it acts as an adverbial modifier in the sentence.

Examples and Analysis

- Because she studied hard, she passed the test.
- Because (subordinating conjunction) + she (subject) + studied (verb). Cannot stand alone. Function:
explains reason.

- Although he was tired, he finished his work.
- Although + he + was + tired. Cannot stand alone. Function: contrast.

Common Mistakes and Misconceptions

Confusing Dependent and Independent Clauses

A frequent mistake is misidentifying clauses:

- Independent clauses can stand alone: She likes coffee.

- Dependent clauses cannot: Because she likes coffee (needs an independent clause to complete the
sentence).

Misusing Subordinating Conjunctions

Sometimes, writers omit the subordinating conjunction or misuse it:
- Incorrect: He was tired, so he went to bed early. (No subordinating conjunction, but a compound
sentence)



- Correct: Because he was tired, he went to bed early.

Overusing Complex Sentences

While complex sentences add depth, overuse can make writing cumbersome. Balance is key.

Summary: The True Statement About Such Dependent
Clauses

The correct understanding is that a dependent clause introduced by a subordinating conjunction:
- Contains a subject and a verb

- Cannot stand alone as a complete sentence

- Functions primarily as an adverbial modifier, providing details about time, cause, contrast, or
condition

- Is introduced specifically by subordinating conjunctions such as because, although, when, if, etc.

In essence, the defining feature of such a clause is its dependence on an independent clause,
introduced by a subordinating conjunction, to form a complete thought. Recognizing these clauses
enhances sentence construction and clarity in writing.

Conclusion

Understanding dependent clauses introduced by subordinating conjunctions is fundamental for
effective communication and grammatical accuracy. Recognizing their features, functions, and how
they integrate into sentences allows writers and learners to craft complex, nuanced sentences.
Remember, these clauses serve to add depth, detail, and clarity, enriching your writing and helping
you convey ideas more effectively.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a dependent clause introduced by a subordinating
conjunction?

It is a clause that cannot stand alone as a complete sentence and begins with a subordinating
conjunction, providing additional information to the main clause.

Which statement best describes a dependent clause
introduced by a subordinating conjunction?

It relies on an independent clause to form a complete thought and is linked to it using words like
'because,' 'although,' or 'since."



Can a dependent clause introduced by a subordinating
conjunction stand alone as a sentence?

No, it cannot stand alone and must be connected to an independent clause to form a complete
sentence.

What role does a subordinating conjunction play in a
dependent clause?

It introduces the clause and establishes the relationship between the dependent clause and the main
clause, such as cause, contrast, or condition.

Which of the following is an example of a dependent clause
introduced by a subordinating conjunction?

Because | was late, | missed the meeting.

What is the key characteristic of a subordinate clause
introduced by a subordinating conjunction?

It cannot stand alone as a complete sentence and depends on an independent clause for meaning.

Is the statement 'The students left early because it was
raining' an example of a dependent clause introduced by a
subordinating conjunction?

Yes, because 'because it was raining' is a dependent clause introduced by the subordinating
conjunction 'because.’

Why is understanding dependent clauses introduced by
subordinating conjunctions important in sentence structure?

Because it helps in constructing complex sentences and improves clarity by showing relationships
between ideas.

Which of the following statements about dependent clauses
introduced by subordinating conjunctions is true?

They function as parts of sentences that provide additional information and cannot stand alone as
complete sentences.

How does a subordinating conjunction affect the meaning of a
dependent clause?

It indicates the nature of the relationship (such as cause, contrast, or condition) between the



dependent clause and the main clause.

Additional Resources
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In the vast landscape of English grammar, understanding the nuances of sentence structure is
fundamental to mastering effective communication. Among these nuances, the concept of dependent
clauses—especially those introduced by subordinating conjunctions—plays a crucial role. This article
delves deeply into the nature of dependent clauses introduced by subordinating conjunctions,
examining their definitions, functions, and significance within complex sentences. By exploring the
intricacies of these grammatical units, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of their
application and importance in both written and spoken language.

Understanding the Basics: What Is a Dependent
Clause?

Before exploring the specifics of dependent clauses introduced by subordinating conjunctions, it is
essential to establish a foundational understanding of what a dependent clause is.

Definition of a Dependent Clause

A dependent clause, also known as a subordinate clause, is a group of words that contains a subject
and a predicate but cannot stand alone as a complete sentence. It relies on an independent clause to
provide full meaning and context.

Example:
- Because | was tired — This clause has a subject ("I") and a predicate ("was tired") but does not
express a complete thought on its own.

Characteristics of dependent clauses:

- Cannot function as a standalone sentence

- Often begin with subordinating conjunctions or relative pronouns

- Provide additional information, context, or details to the main clause

Role of Subordinating Conjunctions in Dependent



Clauses

Subordinating conjunctions are words that connect dependent clauses to independent clauses,
signaling the nature of the relationship between the two parts.

What Are Subordinating Conjunctions?

Subordinating conjunctions are words or phrases that introduce dependent clauses and indicate the
relationship between that clause and the main clause. They often specify time, cause, condition,
contrast, or purpose.

Common subordinating conjunctions include:
- After

- Although

- As

- Because

- Before

- Even though
- If

- Since

- Though

- Unless

- Until

- When

- While

Example:
- She stayed home because it was raining.
Here, "because" introduces a dependent clause providing the reason for her staying home.

Analyzing the Statement: Which Of The Following
Statements Is True Of A Dependent Clause, Introduced
By Subordinating Conjunction?

In pursuit of clarity, let's analyze the core attributes of dependent clauses introduced by
subordinating conjunctions.

Key Characteristics of Such Dependent Clauses

1. They cannot stand alone as complete sentences
Dependent clauses introduced by subordinating conjunctions are incomplete thoughts. They rely on
an independent clause to form a meaningful sentence.

2. They specify the relationship between clauses



The subordinating conjunction typically indicates the nature of the relationship—be it causality, time,
contrast, condition, or concession.

3. They contain a subject and a predicate
Despite their incomplete status, these clauses always have a subject and a verb.

4. They are usually placed at the beginning or middle of a sentence

Depending on emphasis and style, dependent clauses can appear at various positions within a
sentence, but when introduced by subordinating conjunctions, they often start the sentence or follow
the main clause.

Common Misconceptions and Clarifications

Misconception: All clauses starting with words like "because," "although," or "if"* are independent
clauses.
Clarification: These words introduce dependent clauses, which cannot stand alone.

Misconception: Dependent clauses always come before the main clause.
Clarification: While they often precede the main clause, dependent clauses can also appear after it.

Examples of Dependent Clauses Introduced by
Subordinating Conjunctions

To deepen understanding, consider the following illustrative examples:

1. Because she was late, she missed the bus.
2. Although it was cold, they continued playing.
3. Since you asked, I will explain.

4. If it rains, we will cancel the picnic.

5. While | was cooking, the phone rang.

In each case, the dependent clause initiated by a subordinating conjunction provides context or
additional information that complements the main clause.

Functions of Dependent Clauses Introduced by
Subordinating Conjunctions



Dependent clauses serve several grammatical functions, primarily determined by their subordinating
conjunction and the relationship they establish.

Types of Dependent Clauses and Their Functions

| Type of Dependent Clause | Subordinating Conjunctions | Function in Sentence | Example |

I | I | |

| Adverbial Clauses | Because, although, if, when, while, since, unless, until | Modify verbs, adjectives,
or other adverbs; indicate time, cause, condition, contrast | She left early because she was tired. |

| Relative Clauses (introduced by relative pronouns, not subordinating conjunctions, but often
confused) | Who, whom, whose, which, that | Modify nouns, provide additional information | The book
that | borrowed is excellent. |

Note: While relative clauses are introduced by relative pronouns, some structures combine relative
clauses with subordinating conjunctions in complex sentences.

Implications for Writing and Communication

Recognizing and correctly using dependent clauses introduced by subordinating conjunctions
enhances clarity, coherence, and sophistication in writing.

Benefits in Composition

- Express complex ideas and relationships clearly
- Avoid sentence fragments and run-ons
- Create varied sentence structures for stylistic richness

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

- Comma splices: When a subordinate clause follows an independent clause, a comma is often
necessary to avoid run-on sentences.

- Misplaced modifiers: Ensure dependent clauses are placed close to the words they modify.

- Fragment errors: Do not leave dependent clauses standing alone; always connect them to an
independent clause unless intentionally using a fragment for stylistic effect.

Conclusion: The True Statement About Dependent
Clauses Introduced by Subordinating Conjunctions



After thorough analysis, the most accurate statement about dependent clauses introduced by
subordinating conjunctions is:

They are subordinate clauses that contain a subject and a predicate but cannot stand alone as
complete sentences; they rely on an independent clause to provide full meaning and are introduced
by words such as "because," "although," "if," "when," and "while" to indicate relationships such as
cause, contrast, time, or condition.

Understanding this fundamental aspect of sentence structure empowers writers and speakers to craft
more nuanced, precise, and impactful sentences. Recognizing the role of subordinating conjunctions
in shaping dependent clauses is essential for mastering complex sentence construction and
enhancing overall linguistic competence.

In summary, the key points are:

- Dependent clauses introduced by subordinating conjunctions are incomplete sentences needing an
independent clause.

- They serve to specify relationships like cause, time, contrast, or condition.

- They contain both a subject and a predicate.

- Proper use and placement of these clauses improve clarity and stylistic variety in communication.

By internalizing these principles, language users can elevate their command over syntax and
semantics, leading to more effective and sophisticated expression.
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