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Understanding how to identify problem-and-solution structures within texts is
a vital skill in reading comprehension. Recognizing the questions that signal
such a structure helps readers analyze passages more effectively, especially
when preparing for exams or developing critical thinking skills. This article
explores the characteristics of problem-and-solution passages, the types of
questions that typically indicate this structure, and how to select the
correct answers when faced with multiple-choice questions. By mastering these
concepts, readers can improve their ability to interpret complex texts and
extract meaningful information efficiently.

What Is a Problem-and-Solution Passage?

Before delving into the questions that signal a problem-and-solution
structure, it’s essential to understand what such passages entail.

Definition and Characteristics
A problem-and-solution passage presents a specific issue or
challenge—referred to as the problem—and then offers one or more solutions to
address it. These texts are common in various contexts, including essays,
articles, reports, and exams, because they help organize information
logically and persuade readers of particular courses of action.

Key features include:
- Clear presentation of a problem or challenge.
- Explanation of why the problem is significant.
- One or more proposed solutions.
- Evidence or reasoning supporting each solution.
- A conclusion that often recommends the best solution or calls for action.

Examples of Problem-and-Solution Structures
- An article discussing environmental pollution and proposing recycling
initiatives.
- An essay on rising unemployment and suggesting job training programs.



- A report addressing declining student performance with potential
educational reforms.

Recognizing these features allows readers to identify the passage’s structure
and anticipate the type of questions that may follow.

Common Question Types Indicating a Problem-and-
Solution Passage

In multiple-choice assessments, certain questions are designed to evaluate
whether the reader can identify problem-and-solution structures. The most
indicative questions typically focus on the nature of the passage’s content
or aim to test comprehension of the problem and its resolution.

Questions Asking About the Main Purpose
These questions often ask, “What is the primary purpose of the passage?” or
“What is the author trying to explain?” When the correct answer highlights a
problem and its proposed solution, it signals the presence of a problem-and-
solution structure.

Questions About the Main Idea or Central Focus
They might inquire, “What is the main issue discussed?” or “What problem does
the passage address?” Correct answers will reference the challenge or
difficulty presented at the outset.

Questions About the Author’s Approach or Strategy
Some questions probe the author’s method, such as “How does the author
address the issue?” or “What method does the passage use to explore the
problem?” Responses that mention identifying problems and proposing solutions
are indicators of a problem-and-solution passage.

Questions That Require Identifying Supporting
Details
These may ask, “Which detail best explains the problem?” or “Which solution
is suggested for the issue?” Correct options point to specific problems and
their corresponding resolutions.



Questions About Specific Phrases or Sentences
Questions might ask which sentence signals the problem or the solution.
Recognizing such phrases helps confirm the structure.

How to Identify the Correct Question Indicating
a Problem-and-Solution Passage

Selecting the correct question type involves understanding the passage's
content, structure, and purpose.

Step 1: Look for Explicit Mentions of Problems or
Challenges
- Phrases like "the issue is," "the challenge faced by," or "a problem that
has arisen" are red flags.
- The passage may describe difficulties in a specific context (e.g.,
environmental, social, economic).

Step 2: Check for Proposed Solutions or Actions
- Look for language indicating remedies or strategies, such as "to solve
this," "the solution involves," or "proposed measures include."

Step 3: Analyze the Question Wording
- Questions asking about the purpose, main idea, or strategy are often
related to problem-and-solution structures.
- Be cautious with questions that focus solely on details unrelated to issues
or resolutions.

Step 4: Evaluate Answer Choices Carefully
- Correct answers should directly reference both the problem and the
solution.
- Distracters may mention unrelated details or minor points.

Examples of Problem-and-Solution Questions and
How to Answer Them

Understanding how to approach specific questions enhances test performance.



Here are sample questions and strategies for selecting the correct answer.

Example 1: Main Purpose Question
Question: What is the main purpose of the passage?
- A) To describe the history of a topic.
- B) To explain a problem and propose a solution.
- C) To compare different viewpoints.
- D) To narrate a personal experience.

Correct Answer: B) To explain a problem and propose a solution.

Reasoning: The question asks about the overall purpose, which aligns with
describing an issue and presenting remedies.

Example 2: Identifying the Problem
Question: Which sentence best describes the main problem discussed in the
passage?
- A) The passage outlines various solutions to the issue.
- B) The passage describes the causes of pollution.
- C) The passage highlights the difficulty in managing waste.
- D) The passage recounts historical events.

Correct Answer: C) The passage highlights the difficulty in managing waste.

Reasoning: The sentence directly indicates a problem—waste management.

Example 3: Recognizing the Solution
Question: Which of the following is a proposed solution in the passage?
- A) Increasing industrial production.
- B) Implementing recycling programs.
- C) Reducing transportation options.
- D) Ignoring the issue.

Correct Answer: B) Implementing recycling programs.

Reasoning: The solution directly addresses the problem of waste management or
pollution.

Tips for Selecting the Correct Answer in
Problem-and-Solution Questions

To improve accuracy when answering questions related to problem-and-solution



passages, consider the following tips:

Identify key phrases: Look for words like "problem," "issue,"1.
"difficulty," "challenge," and "solution," "address," "propose,"
"recommend."

Focus on the main idea: Ensure the answer choice reflects both the2.
problem and the proposed resolution rather than minor details.

Eliminate distracters: Discard options that only mention one aspect3.
(either problem or solution) or are unrelated.

Verify context: Cross-check that the answer aligns with the passage's4.
overall purpose and main focus.

Conclusion

Recognizing questions that most likely indicate a problem-and-solution
passage is a crucial skill for effective reading comprehension. These
questions often focus on the identification of issues and their corresponding
resolutions, requiring careful analysis of the passage's structure and
content. By understanding the key features of problem-and-solution texts and
practicing how to spot relevant questions and answer choices, readers can
enhance their interpretative skills, perform better on assessments, and
develop a deeper understanding of various texts.

Remember, the core of problem-and-solution questions is to determine whether
the passage presents a challenge and how it addresses that challenge. With
practice and attention to detail, you can master this skill and approach such
questions with confidence.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which question most likely indicates that a passage
discusses a problem and its solution?
Does the passage describe a challenge and then suggest a way to address it?

What question helps identify if a passage presents a
problem and a corresponding solution?
Is there an explanation of an issue followed by a proposed remedy or fix?



Which question points to a passage that explains
both a problem and how to solve it?
Does the passage outline a difficulty and then recommend a specific action to
resolve it?

How can you tell if a passage is about a problem and
solution based on a question?
Does the question ask whether the passage describes an obstacle and then
offers a solution?

Which question indicates that the passage likely
includes a problem-solution structure?
Is the passage focused on identifying an issue and providing steps to fix it?

What question would most likely reveal that a
passage discusses a problem with a subsequent
solution?
Does the passage mention a challenge and then detail how to overcome it?

Which question suggests that the passage contains a
problem-and-solution format?
Does the passage describe a situation where a problem is addressed with a
specific solution?

What is a key indicator in a question that a passage
has a problem-and-solution structure?
Does the question ask if the passage discusses an issue and then provides an
answer or fix?

Which question most clearly points to a passage that
introduces a problem and then proposes a solution?
Is the passage centered around identifying a problem and explaining how to
solve it?

How can you identify if a passage is about problem
and solution through a question?
Does the question inquire whether the passage talks about a difficulty and



then offers a resolution?

Additional Resources
3Select The Correct Answer.Which Question Would Most Likely Indicate That A
Passage Has A Problem-and-solution is a pivotal concept in reading
comprehension and critical thinking. Recognizing questions that highlight
problem-and-solution structures within a passage is essential for students,
educators, and anyone aiming to improve their analytical reading skills. This
type of question helps readers identify the central conflict or issue
presented by the author and understand how it is addressed or resolved. In
this comprehensive review, we'll explore the nature of problem-and-solution
passages, how to identify questions that indicate this structure, and
strategies to approach and answer such questions accurately.

---

Understanding Problem-and-Solution Passages

What Is a Problem-and-Solution Passage?

A problem-and-solution passage presents a specific issue or challenge faced
by individuals, groups, or societies, along with one or more ways to resolve
or address the issue. This structure is common in persuasive writing,
expository texts, and analytical essays. Recognizing this pattern helps
readers focus on the core conflict and understand the rationale behind
proposed solutions.

Features of a problem-and-solution passage include:
- Clear statement of a problem or challenge.
- Explanation of its causes and effects.
- Presentation of potential or implemented solutions.
- Analysis of the effectiveness or feasibility of these solutions.

Advantages of understanding this structure:
- Facilitates quicker comprehension of the passage's main idea.
- Helps in answering comprehension questions more accurately.
- Enhances critical thinking by evaluating proposed solutions.

---

Identifying Questions That Indicate a Problem-



and-Solution Passage

Common Question Types

Questions that most likely point to a problem-and-solution passage typically
ask about:
- The main issue or challenge presented.
- The author's proposed solution or method of addressing the problem.
- How the problem is characterized or explained.
- The effectiveness or implications of the solution.

Examples of such questions include:
- "What is the main problem discussed in the passage?"
- "Which solution does the author propose for the issue?"
- "How does the author describe the problem?"
- "What is the primary challenge faced, and how is it addressed?"

Indicators in the Passage

Certain clues within the passage suggest a problem-and-solution structure:
- Use of words like "problem," "issue," "challenge," "difficulty," or
"obstacle."
- Phrases such as "the main concern is," "the difficulty lies in," or "the
solution involves."
- The presence of a conflict introduced early, followed by explanations of
resolutions.
- The logical progression from identifying a problem to discussing solutions.

Tip: When reading, underline or note these keywords and phrases to help in
answering related questions.

---

Strategies for Answering Problem-and-Solution
Questions

Step 1: Identify the Problem
- Look for sentences that introduce or describe the issue.
- Pay attention to keywords indicating difficulty or conflict.
- Summarize the problem in your own words before moving on.



Step 2: Recognize the Proposed Solution
- Find sections where the author discusses ways to address the problem.
- Note any specific methods, strategies, or recommendations.
- Determine whether the solution is effective, feasible, or merely suggested.

Step 3: Connect the Problem and Solution
- Understand how the proposed solution directly relates to the problem.
- Evaluate whether the solution sufficiently addresses the issue presented.
- Be aware of any counterarguments or limitations mentioned.

Step 4: Eliminate Distractors
- Discard answer choices that focus on details unrelated to the problem or
solution.
- Be cautious of options that misrepresent the passage’s main conflict.

---

Sample Question and Analysis

Question:
Which question would most likely indicate that a passage has a problem-and-
solution structure?

Possible answers:
A) "What are the main causes of climate change?"
B) "How does the author describe the effects of pollution?"
C) "What solution does the author suggest for reducing plastic waste?"
D) "What are the benefits of renewable energy sources?"

Analysis:
- Option A focuses on causes, which may be part of a problem but does not
directly indicate a solution.
- Option B describes effects without necessarily proposing a remedy.
- Option C explicitly asks about a solution, directly linking to the problem-
and-solution structure.
- Option D discusses benefits, which may be unrelated to a specific problem.

Correct answer: C) "What solution does the author suggest for reducing
plastic waste?"

This question most directly indicates that the passage discusses a particular
problem (plastic waste) and explores possible solutions, fitting the problem-
and-solution pattern.



---

Pros and Cons of Recognizing Problem-and-
Solution Questions

Pros:
- Enhances comprehension by focusing attention on conflict and resolution.
- Aids in predicting passage structure, making reading more efficient.
- Improves ability to select correct answer choices in exams.
- Develops critical thinking by analyzing the effectiveness of solutions.

Cons:
- Overemphasis on problem-solution structure may cause overlooking other
passage types.
- Some passages may blend multiple structures, making identification
challenging.
- Questions might be worded ambiguously, requiring careful reading.

---

Features to Remember When Approaching These
Questions
- Always look for keywords signaling conflict or resolution.
- Clarify the main problem before analyzing the proposed solutions.
- Be aware of distractor options that mention related but non-essential
details.
- Consider the overall purpose of the passage—persuasion, explanation, or
analysis.

---

Conclusion

Recognizing the question that indicates a problem-and-solution structure is a
vital skill in reading comprehension. It requires understanding the passage's
central conflict and how the author addresses it. By familiarizing yourself
with common indicators, practicing identification strategies, and analyzing
sample questions, you can improve your accuracy and efficiency in answering
related questions. This skill not only aids in test-taking but also enhances
overall critical reading and analytical thinking abilities, valuable in
academic, professional, and everyday contexts.

---



Final Tips:
- Practice with diverse passages to become comfortable identifying problem-
and-solution structures.
- Use annotations to mark problem and solution statements during reading.
- Always verify that your chosen answer aligns with the main conflict and its
resolution.

Mastering this skill empowers you to navigate complex texts confidently,
ensuring a deeper understanding and better performance in comprehension
assessments.
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