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Complete The Paragraph With The Correct Type Of Conflict. Mary Shelley’s Book
Frankenstein Is About A Human-made creature that embodies complex themes of
morality, responsibility, and the consequences of scientific ambition. This iconic novel,
first published in 1818, is often regarded as a pioneering work of science fiction and
Gothic literature. Its enduring relevance lies in its exploration of the profound conflicts
between man and nature, creator and creation, and the ethical dilemmas surrounding
scientific progress. To fully understand the depth of Shelley’s narrative, it is essential to
analyze the types of conflicts present in the story. These conflicts not only drive the plot
but also serve as a mirror to societal concerns about technological advancement and
human morality.

Understanding the Central Conflict in
Frankenstein

The Main Conflict: Man vs. Man

The primary conflict in Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein is largely centered around the
relationship between Victor Frankenstein and his creature. This is a classic example of
man vs. man conflict, where two characters are at odds, often leading to intense
emotional and moral struggles.

- Victor, the scientist and creator, grapples with guilt, responsibility, and the
repercussions of his hubris.

- The creature, often referred to as Frankenstein’s monster, seeks acceptance,
companionship, and understanding but is met with fear and violence.

- This conflict manifests in a series of tragic events, including the creature’s acts of
revenge against Victor and the subsequent destruction of innocent lives.

The Ethical Dilemma: Man vs. Society

Another significant conflict is the creature’s struggle against societal rejection and
prejudice. This is an example of man vs. society conflict, highlighting themes of
discrimination and the consequences of social alienation.

- The creature, despite being innocent initially, is shunned due to his grotesque
appearance.

- Society’s inability to accept the ‘other’ fuels his anger and desire for revenge.

- Shelley explores how societal rejection can lead to destructive outcomes, emphasizing



the importance of compassion and understanding.

The Inner Conflict: Man vs. Self

Internal conflicts are also prominent in Frankenstein, notably in Victor Frankenstein
himself.

- Victor battles feelings of guilt, ambition, and moral responsibility.

- His obsession with creating life blinds him to the potential consequences.

- The novel delves into his internal moral struggle, illustrating how personal flaws and
unchecked ambition can lead to catastrophe.

Types of Conflict in Frankenstein

To further analyze the novel, it’s helpful to categorize the various conflicts present in the
story:

1. Man vs. Man

- Victor vs. the creature
- Creator vs. creation
- Revenge and moral accountability

2. Man vs. Society

- The creature’s social rejection
- Societal fear of scientific advancement
- Prejudice against the ‘other’

3. Man vs. Self

- Victor’s internal moral struggles
- The creature’s quest for self-identity
- The conflict between ambition and ethical responsibility

4. Man vs. Nature

- The creation of life through unnatural means
- The manipulation of natural laws
- The destructive power of unchecked scientific experimentation



Key Themes Explored Through Conflict

Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein uses these conflicts to delve into several profound themes:

1. The Dangers of Unchecked Scientific Ambition

- Victor’s relentless pursuit of knowledge without regard for consequences.
- The ethical implications of playing God.
- How scientific hubris can lead to tragedy.

2. Responsibility and Moral Accountability

- Victor’s failure to take responsibility for his creation.
- The creature’s own moral struggles.
- The importance of accountability in scientific and personal actions.

3. The Nature of Humanity and Monstrosity

- What defines human nature?
- Is the creature inherently evil, or is he shaped by society?
- The blurred lines between human and monster.

4. Isolation and Alienation

- The creature’s loneliness and desire for companionship.
- Victor’s emotional distance from his family and friends.
- How isolation fuels destructive behaviors.

Impact of Conflict on the Narrative and
Characters

The conflicts in Frankenstein are not merely thematic devices; they are integral to
character development and plot progression.

Character Development

- Victor’s internal conflicts lead to a tragic downfall, illustrating the dangers of obsession.
- The creature evolves from innocence to vengeful being, shaped by societal rejection.

- Both characters embody the consequences of their conflicts, making them complex and
relatable.



Plot Progression

- The escalating conflicts drive the narrative, leading to pivotal moments such as the
creation of the monster and subsequent revenge.

- The novel’s tension hinges on the characters’ struggles, keeping readers engaged.

- The resolution, or lack thereof, underscores the tragic consequences of unresolved
conflicts.

Why Recognizing Conflict Types Matters in
Literature Analysis

Understanding the different types of conflict in Frankenstein enhances comprehension of
the novel’s themes and messages.

- It reveals how Shelley uses conflict to critique societal issues and scientific ethics.
- It allows readers to appreciate character motivations and moral dilemmas.
- Recognizing conflict types enriches interpretation and fosters critical thinking.

Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of
Frankenstein’s Conflicts

Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein remains a timeless exploration of human nature and the
ethical dilemmas posed by technological advancement. The various conflicts—man vs.
man, man vs. society, man vs. self, and man vs. nature—intertwine to create a compelling
narrative that warns against the dangers of unchecked ambition and emphasizes the
importance of responsibility and compassion. By analyzing these conflicts, readers gain a
deeper understanding of Shelley’s critique of science and her exploration of what it truly
means to be human. As society continues to grapple with rapid technological progress, the
conflicts in Frankenstein serve as a powerful reminder of the moral and ethical
considerations that must accompany innovation.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What type of conflict is present when Frankenstein
faces internal struggles with his creation?

Internal conflict



In Frankenstein, the conflict between Victor and his
creation exemplifies which type of conflict?

Man vs. Man

When Victor Shelley feels guilt and remorse over his
actions, what type of conflict is this?

Internal conflict

The story of Frankenstein involves a conflict between
scientific advancement and ethical considerations. What
type of conflict is this?

Man vs. Society

When the creature seeks revenge against Victor for
abandoning him, what type of conflict is this?

Man vs. Man

What type of conflict is evident when Frankenstein
struggles with his obsession to create life at the expense
of his personal relationships?

Internal conflict

The novel depicts a conflict between human nature and
monstrosity. Which type of conflict does this represent?

Man vs. Self

When the creature confronts society's rejection and
hostility, what type of conflict is this?

Man vs. Society

In Frankenstein, the moral dilemmas faced by Victor
reflect which type of conflict?

Internal conflict



The struggle of the monster to find acceptance despite
his appearance illustrates which type of conflict?

Man vs. Society

Additional Resources
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Mary Shelley’s book Frankenstein is about a human-made creature, a groundbreaking
narrative that explores themes of creation, responsibility, and the consequences of
overreaching ambition. At its core, Frankenstein delves into the profound conflicts that
arise from man’s desire to transcend natural limits. To fully understand the depth of this
story, it’s essential to analyze the types of conflict present and how they shape the novel’s
themes and characters. In this guide, we'll explore the various forms of conflict in
Frankenstein, providing insights into their significance and how to identify them within
the narrative.

Understanding Conflict in Literature

Before diving into the specific conflicts in Frankenstein, it’s useful to define what conflict
means in the context of storytelling. Conflict is the struggle between opposing forces that
drives the plot forward and influences character development. It can be internal or
external, and understanding these distinctions helps readers grasp the complexities of a

story.

Types of Conflict:

- Internal Conflict: A struggle within a character’s mind, such as moral dilemmas or
emotional struggles.

- External Conflict: A struggle between a character and outside forces, such as other
characters, society, nature, or technology.

In Frankenstein, Shelley masterfully weaves multiple conflict types to create a rich,
layered narrative.

Major Types of Conflict in Frankenstein
1. Man vs. Self (Internal Conflict)

Definition: This type of conflict involves a character grappling with their own emotions,
beliefs, or moral dilemmas.

In Frankenstein:



Victor Frankenstein’s internal conflict is central to the novel. He is torn between his desire
to push scientific boundaries and his awareness of the moral implications of creating life.
Throughout the story, Victor experiences guilt, fear, and remorse, especially after the
creature becomes animate and begins to cause havoc. His internal struggle raises
questions about responsibility and the consequences of unchecked ambition.

Key examples include:

- Victor’s guilt over the creature’s actions.
- His inner debate about whether to pursue the creature or abandon it.
- The moral dilemma of creating life without considering the repercussions.

2. Man vs. Man (External Conflict)
Definition: This conflict occurs when characters oppose each other directly.

In Frankenstein:

The most evident external conflict is between Victor Frankenstein and his creature.
Victor's obsession with creating life leads to the creature’s rejection and subsequent acts
of vengeance. The creature, feeling abandoned and misunderstood, seeks revenge against
Victor, leading to a tragic chain of events.

Key examples include:

- The creature’s demand for Victor to create a female companion.

- The confrontations between Victor and the creature, especially when the creature
threatens Victor’s loved ones.

- The ongoing pursuit and retaliation between creator and creation.

3. Man vs. Society (External Conflict)

Definition: This involves a character opposing societal norms, laws, or expectations.

In Frankenstein:

Although less overt, societal conflict is present in how the creature is treated upon its
creation. The creature faces rejection and fear from society due to its appearance, which
reflects themes of prejudice and otherness. Victor’s scientific community and the broader
society also symbolize societal pressures and the ethical boundaries of scientific research.
Key examples include:

- Society’s rejection of the creature based solely on its appearance.

- Victor’s secretive approach to his experiments, which isolates him from societal norms.
- The creature’s desire for acceptance and the societal barriers that prevent it.

4. Man vs. Nature (External Conflict)

Definition:
This conflict involves characters contending with natural forces or elements.

In Frankenstein:



Victor’s experiments to reanimate dead tissue challenge the natural order. The novel
explores the consequences of human hubris in attempting to manipulate nature. The harsh
environments and natural settings also serve as backdrops for critical moments,
emphasizing the power of nature over human endeavors.

Key examples include:

- Victor’s pursuit of creating life, defying natural laws.

- The Arctic setting at the end of the novel, symbolizing the uncontrollable power of
nature.

- The destructive consequences of unnatural scientific tampering.

How to Complete the Paragraph With the Correct Type Of Conflict

Given the introduction:
Mary Shelley’s book Frankenstein is about a human-made...

To complete this sentence effectively, consider the main conflict driving the story. The
phrase "human-made" hints at a conflict involving human creation, responsibility, and

consequences. The most fitting way to complete the paragraph is to specify the type of
conflict that aligns with these themes.

Sample completion:

Mary Shelley’s book Frankenstein is about a human-made creature and the devastating
consequences of man’s attempt to control nature, illustrating a classic example of man vs.
nature conflict.

Alternatively, if emphasizing internal moral struggles:
Mary Shelley’s book Frankenstein is about a human-made being and the moral dilemmas
faced by Victor Frankenstein, exemplifying man vs. self conflict.

Best approach:

Identify the primary conflict that underpins the narrative. Since Frankenstein deals
heavily with the consequences of human intervention in natural processes, "man vs.
nature" is often highlighted as the central conflict.

Practical Tips for Identifying Conflict Types in Frankenstein

- Look for internal struggles: Does a character wrestle with feelings of guilt, responsibility,
or moral questions? These are signs of man vs. self conflict.

- Identify direct confrontations: Are there clashes between characters, such as Victor and
the creature? This indicates man vs. man conflict.

- Observe societal reactions: How does society treat the creature? Rejections and
prejudices highlight man vs. society conflicts.

- Examine natural elements: Are there scenes where nature’s power is emphasized or
where characters challenge natural laws? These are examples of man vs. nature conflict.



Summary: The Interplay of Conflicts in Frankenstein

Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein isn’t confined to a single type of conflict; rather, it presents a
complex web of struggles that reflect the novel’s thematic richness. The internal conflict
experienced by Victor underscores the moral ambiguity of scientific exploration. The
external conflicts—particularly between creator and creature—highlight issues of
responsibility, revenge, and alienation. The societal rejection of the creature comments on
prejudice and the consequences of otherness, while the overarching battle against natural
laws underscores humanity’s hubris.

Understanding these conflicts enhances our appreciation of Shelley’s narrative and the
timeless questions it raises about human innovation, ethical boundaries, and the
unforeseen consequences of playing god.

Final Thoughts

When completing the phrase about Frankenstein being about a human-made something,
consider the core conflict that drives the story. Whether it’s man vs. self, man vs. man,
man vs. society, or man vs. nature, each conflict type offers vital insights into the novel’s
themes. Recognizing these conflicts allows readers and students to analyze the story more
deeply and appreciate the enduring relevance of Shelley’s work.

In conclusion:

Mary Shelley’s book Frankenstein is about a human-made creature and the various
conflicts—internal and external—that result from mankind’s attempt to transcend natural
boundaries, ultimately exploring the profound consequences of human hubris and moral
responsibility.
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