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Understanding how to correctly use who and whom in sentences can be challenging for many
learners of English. These two pronouns are used to refer to people, but their correct application
depends on whether they function as subjects or objects within a sentence. In this article, we will
explore the rules for choosing who or whom, provide practical examples, and offer exercises to help
you master this aspect of English grammar. Whether you're a student, a professional, or someone
interested in improving your language skills, understanding the correct usage of who and whom is
essential for clear and grammatically correct communication.

Understanding the Basics: Who vs. Whom

Before diving into exercises and examples, it's crucial to grasp the fundamental differences between
who and whom.

Who

- Function: Subject pronoun

- Use: When referring to the subject of a verb
- Example:

- Who is calling?

- She is the person who won the award.

Whom

- Function: Object pronoun

- Use: When referring to the object of a verb or preposition
- Example:

- To whom should I address the letter?

- The man whom you saw is my uncle.



Rules for Choosing Who or Whom

Applying the correct pronoun depends on its role in the sentence.

Rule 1: Use who when the pronoun is the subject of a clause.

- The person performing the action.
- Example: Who is responsible for this?

Rule 2: Use whom when the pronoun is the object of a verb or
preposition.

- The person receiving the action.
- Example: To whom did you send the invitation?

Rule 3: Test with he/him or she/her

- Replace who/whom with he or him.
- If he fits, use who.
- If him fits, use whom.

Example:
- Who/Whom should I call?
- Replace with he/him: Should I call him? - Whom.

Practical Examples and Exercises

Let's analyze some sentences, fill in the blanks with who or whom, and understand the reasoning
behind each choice.

Example 1:

Many voters wondered to the candidate would address the most pressing issues.

- Analysis:

- The blank is the subject of the clause "would address the issues."

- The person performing the action is the candidate.

- Answer: whom?

- Correct sentence: Many voters wondered to whom the candidate would address the most pressing
issues.



Example 2:

The politician, many people admire, announced her retirement.

- Analysis:

- The blank is the subject of the clause "many people admire."

- The person being admired is the politician.

- Answer: who

- Correct sentence: The politician, who many people admire, announced her retirement.

Example 3:

Can you tell me is responsible for this decision?

- Analysis:

- The blank is after "tell me," which expects an object.

- The person responsible is the subject of the clause, but as an object of "tell," it requires who or
whom.

- Test: Can you tell me he is responsible? —» No, "him" fits.

- Answer: whom

- Correct sentence: Can you tell me whom is responsible for this decision?

Common Mistakes to Avoid

While mastering who and whom, be mindful of these frequent errors:

- Using "whom" incorrectly as a subject:
- Incorrect: Whom is coming to the party?
- Correct: Who is coming to the party?

- Confusing prepositions:

- Remember that whom often follows prepositions like to, for, with, by, about.

- Example: To whom should I address the letter? (correct)

- Avoid ending sentences with prepositions in formal writing: Who should I address the letter to?
(informal but acceptable in speech)

- Overusing "whom" in casual speech:
- Many native speakers prefer who in everyday language, even when whom is grammatically correct.

Advanced Practice: More Exercises

Test your skills with these sentences. Fill in each blank with who or whom.



1. The team leader, I have worked with for years, is retiring.
2. Do you know will be attending the conference?

3. The student I spoke to was very helpful.

4. The author, books have sold millions, will visit our city.
5.To did you send the package?

6. The doctor, patients trust, is highly qualified.

7. The man you met yesterday is my cousin.

8. She couldn't decide to invite to the wedding.

9. The artist paintings are displayed in the gallery is famous worldwide.
10. The witnesses, testimony was crucial, testified in court.
Answers:

1. whom

2. who

3. whom

4. whose (bonus) / if focusing on "books" — not applicable here

5. whom

6. whom

7. whom

8. whom / who (depending on sentence structure)

9. whose / who (depending on context)

10. whose

Summary: Mastering Who and Whom

Understanding when to use who and whom is essential for precise and professional English
communication. Remember:

- Use who for subjects performing actions.

- Use whom for objects receiving actions or following prepositions.
- Test with he/him or she/her to determine the correct pronoun.

- Pay attention to sentence structure and prepositions.

Practicing with real sentences and applying these rules will improve your confidence and
grammatical accuracy.

Conclusion

The exercise "Write Who Or Whom In The Blank To Make Each Sentence Correct" is a valuable tool
for refining your understanding of English pronouns. Whether you are preparing for exams,
enhancing your professional writing, or simply aiming to communicate more effectively, mastering
the use of who and whom will significantly elevate your language skills. Keep practicing with



different sentences, and soon, choosing the correct pronoun will become second nature.

Enhance Your Skills Today

- Review the rules regularly.

- Practice with additional sentences.

- Use online quizzes and exercises.

- Read extensively to see who and whom in context.

By dedicating time to understanding and practicing these pronouns, you'll become more confident in
your English grammar and communication abilities.

Frequently Asked Questions

In the sentence 'Many voters wondered to )
should you use 'who' or ‘whom' to complete it?

whom

Why is 'whom' the correct choice in the sentence 'Many voters
wondered to whom'?

Because it functions as the object of the preposition 'to,' and ‘whom' is the correct object form.

Can you replace 'to whom' with '‘who' in the sentence 'Many
voters wondered to whom,' and is it grammatically correct?

No, replacing 'to whom' with 'who' would be incorrect here because 'who' is a subject pronoun,
whereas 'whom' is the object form needed after the preposition 'to.'

What is the main rule for choosing '‘who' versus 'whom' in a
sentence?

Use 'who' as the subject of a verb and 'whom' as the object of a verb or preposition.

How can you test whether to use ‘who' or 'whom' in a sentence
like 'Many voters wondered to '?

Replace the word with a pronoun like 'he' or 'him." If 'he' fits, use 'who'; if 'him' fits, use 'whom."'

Is the sentence 'Many voters wondered to whom they should



vote' correct, and why?

Yes, because 'whom' is correctly used as the object of the preposition 'to.'

Can the sentence 'Many voters wondered to who' be correct?

No, because 'who' is a subject pronoun and shouldn't follow the preposition 'to' in this context.

What are common mistakes to avoid when filling in ‘who’' or
'‘whom' in sentences?

Avoid using 'who' after prepositions like 'to," 'for,' or 'with'; instead, use 'whom' in those cases, and
ensure proper subject or object placement.

In formal writing, when should ‘whom' be preferred over
‘who'?

In formal contexts, 'whom' is preferred when it functions as the object of a verb or preposition, such
as in 'to whom' or 'for whom.'

Additional Resources

Exercise 1: Write Who or Whom in the Blank to Make Each Sentence Correct - An In-Depth
Overview

Introduction

Language, especially English, is a fascinating and complex tool that requires precision and clarity.
Among its many elements, correct pronoun usage stands out as vital for ensuring that sentences are
not only grammatically correct but also easily understood. In particular, the choice between who and
whom often confuses learners and even seasoned writers.

Exercise 1—"Write who or whom in the blank to make each sentence correct"—is a common task
that hones one's understanding of these pronouns. This article aims to provide an in-depth analysis
of this exercise, exploring the grammatical rules, common pitfalls, and practical strategies to master
its application, all presented in a professional, expert tone akin to a comprehensive language guide
or product review.

The Importance of Correct Pronoun Usage

Before diving into the specifics of who vs. whom, it's essential to understand why proper pronoun
selection matters:

- Clarity: Correct pronoun use ensures that sentences clearly convey who is performing an action or



receiving it.

- Professionalism: Proper grammar enhances credibility, especially in formal writing and
communications.

- Comprehension: Accurate pronoun placement reduces ambiguity, making texts more accessible.

Understanding Who and Whom: The Grammar Fundamentals
The Basic Difference

- Who: A subject pronoun, used as the subject of a verb.
- Whom: An object pronoun, used as the object of a verb or preposition.

Example:

- Who is coming to the party? (Subject of the sentence)
- To whom should I address the letter? (Object of the preposition 'to')

When to Use Who and Whom: An Expert Breakdown

Using Who

Who functions as the subject in a sentence or clause. It replaces a noun that performs the action.
Rules for Using Who:

- When the pronoun is the subject of a verb.
- When it answers the question "Who is doing the action?"

Examples:

- Who is responsible for this project?
- The person who called you is waiting outside.

Using Whom

Whom functions as the object of a verb or preposition. It replaces a noun that receives the action.
Rules for Using Whom:

- When the pronoun is the object of a verb.

- When it follows prepositions like to, for, with, by, etc.

- When answering the question "Whom is it about?" or "To whom is it addressed?"

Examples:



- To whom should I send the invitation?
- The man whom you met yesterday is an author.

Practical Strategies for the Exercise
Step 1: Identify the Clause
Break the sentence into parts to see if the blank is serving as the subject or the object.

- Is the blank replacing the subject? Use who.
- Is it replacing the object? Use whom.

Step 2: Rephrase the Sentence
Test the clause by substituting he or him:

- If replacing with he sounds correct, use who.
- If replacing with him sounds correct, use whom.

Example:
- Many voters wondered to (he/him).

Rephrasing: Many voters wondered if he (subject) or him (object).
Since "wondered to him" makes sense, the answer is whom.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

| Pitfall | Explanation | How to Avoid |

[

| Confusing subject and object | Using who where whom should be | Test with he/him substitution |
| Overusing whom | Using whom unnecessarily in informal contexts | Simplify sentences if clarity is
maintained |

| Forgetting prepositions | Omitting prepositions with whom | Always check for prepositions before
the blank |

Practical Exercises and Sample Sentences
To illustrate, here are sample sentences from the exercise prompt:

Sentence 1:
Many voters wondered to

- Is the blank the subject or object?
- "Wondered to whom?" — the preposition "to" indicates the object.
- Test: Many voters wondered to him?



- Correct choice: whom.

Sentence 2:
The candidate, supporters are loyal, spoke passionately.

- Is the blank the subject of the clause?

- The supporters are loyal to the candidate.

- The clause: " supporters are loyal" — the supporters are the subject.
- The candidate is the object of the preposition "to."

- Correct choice: who.

Additional Tips for Mastery

- Use a grammar chart or cheat sheet to distinguish subject and object pronouns.
- Practice with real sentences to develop instinct.

- Read widely to observe correct pronoun usage in context.

- Consult grammar resources when in doubt, such as style guides or online tools.

Summary: Key Takeaways for the Exercise

- Always determine if the blank is the subject or object.

- Use who for subjects, whom for objects.

- Test by substituting with he/him.

- Pay attention to prepositions, which often signal the need for whom.
- Practice regularly with varied sentences to build confidence.

Final Thoughts

Mastering the correct usage of who and whom in exercises like "Write who or whom in the blank" is
an essential step toward advanced grammatical proficiency. While the rules may appear intricate at
first, consistent practice, strategic analysis, and awareness of sentence structure will lead to natural,
correct choices.

Whether you're drafting formal reports, engaging in academic writing, or simply aiming to improve

your language skills, understanding these pronouns will significantly enhance your clarity and
professionalism.

Empowering your language mastery—one correct pronoun at a time!
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