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The Boston Massacre remains one of the most pivotal and controversial events
leading up to the American Revolution. Central to understanding this incident
are the depositions taken during the subsequent trials, where key figures,
including Captain Thomas Preston, provided their accounts of what transpired
on the night of March 5, 1770. Among these, Captain Preston’s deposition
offers insight into his perspective and the blame he assigns for the tragic
event. This article explores in detail who Captain Thomas Preston blames for
the Boston Massacre, analyzing depositions, testimonies, and historical
interpretations to provide a comprehensive understanding of his stance.

Background of the Boston Massacre and the Role
of Captain Thomas Preston

The Context Leading Up To the Incident

The Boston Massacre occurred amidst escalating tensions between British
soldiers and colonists in Boston. The colonists resented the presence of
British troops, whom they viewed as an occupying force. Clashes, protests,
and confrontations had become frequent, setting the stage for a violent
outbreak.

Who Was Captain Thomas Preston?

Captain Thomas Preston was a British officer commanding a company of soldiers
stationed in Boston. His role placed him at the center of the events on March
5, 1770, when British soldiers fired into a crowd, killing five colonists.
Preston’s deposition and subsequent trial became critical in the debate over
responsibility and blame.



The Depositions of Captain Thomas Preston

Overview of the Depositions

Following the Boston Massacre, multiple depositions were taken from
witnesses, soldiers, and officials. Captain Preston’s deposition was pivotal
because it presented his account of the events and his perception of who was
responsible.

Key Elements of Preston’s Deposition

In his deposition, Preston emphasized several points:

- He claimed he did not give orders to fire.
- He asserted that the soldiers only fired after being provoked.
- He maintained that the soldiers acted in self-defense.

Preston’s account aimed to shift blame away from his men and himself,
pointing to external provocations and chaos.

Who Does Captain Thomas Preston Blame For The
Boston Massacre?

Blame on the Colonists and the Crowd

Captain Preston’s deposition strongly suggests that he blames the colonists
and the assembled crowd for inciting the violence. He describes the crowd as
aggressive, provocative, and responsible for escalating tensions:

- The colonists, he states, were taunting and throwing objects at the
soldiers.

- He notes that the crowd was disorderly and provoked the soldiers’ reaction.
- Preston implies that the crowd’s behavior was a primary catalyst for the
soldiers’ decision to fire.

Blame on the Soldiers’ Response

While Preston claims he did not give the order to fire, he acknowledges the



chaos and confusion among the soldiers. He suggests that:

- The soldiers believed they were under attack.

- The firing was a result of panic and self-defense.

- The soldiers acted in response to the aggressive crowd, not as aggressors
themselves.

External Factors and the Role of the Environment

Preston’s deposition also hints at external factors contributing to the
incident:

- The tense atmosphere in Boston at the time.

- The presence of hostile colonists surrounding the soldiers.

- The lack of clear communication during the confrontation.

Summary of Preston’s Blame:

| Blame Attribution | Details |

| The Colonists and Crowd | Provoked soldiers through taunts and violence |

| The Soldiers’ Reaction | Acted out of panic and self-defense |
| External Environment | Tense political climate and chaos |

Historical Analysis of Captain Preston’s Blame

Contemporary Reactions and Trial Outcomes

During the trials, Preston’s deposition and testimony were scrutinized by
both colonists and British authorities. The defense aimed to portray the
soldiers as victims of provocation, aligning with Preston’s claims.

- Some colonists viewed Preston’s blame on the crowd as an attempt to deflect
responsibility.

- The British court ultimately acquitted Preston and six soldiers, citing a
lack of evidence that he ordered the firing.

Modern Interpretations

Historians interpret Preston’s deposition as an effort to mitigate blame and
avoid severe punishment. Many agree that:



- Preston’s account emphasizes the chaos and provocation, possibly
underestimating the soldiers’ role.

- Others believe Preston genuinely tried to portray the incident as a
defensive reaction.

Impact of Captain Preston’s Blame on Historical
Narrative

Shaping Public Perception

Preston’s deposition contributed to the narrative that colonists were
aggressors, and British soldiers acted in self-defense. This perspective:

- Influenced public opinion at the time.
- Became part of broader debates about British authority and colonial rights.

Influence on American Revolutionary Sentiment

The emphasis on colonist provocation fueled anti-British sentiments and
justified acts of rebellion. Preston’s blame-shifting played into the larger
narrative of colonial victimization.

Conclusion: Who Does Captain Thomas Preston
Blame For The Boston Massacre?

In summary, Captain Thomas Preston’s deposition indicates that he blames the
colonists and the crowd for provoking the violence that led to the Boston
Massacre. He attributes the soldiers’ actions to chaos, panic, and perceived
threats from the crowd, rather than direct orders to fire or malicious
intent. While his account was intended to defend his soldiers and himself,
modern historians analyze his deposition as part of the complex web of blame,
provocation, and perception that characterized this pivotal event in American
history.



Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. Did Captain Preston admit to giving the order to
fire?

No, Captain Preston denied giving the order to fire during his deposition. He
claimed the soldiers acted out of self-defense amidst chaos.

2. How did Preston’s deposition influence the trial
outcomes?

Preston’s account helped the defense argue that the soldiers acted in self-
defense, contributing to their eventual acquittal.

3. What is the historical consensus on who is
responsible for the Boston Massacre?

Historians generally agree that both provocations by colonists and the
soldiers’ reactions contributed, but Preston’s deposition specifically points
to colonist provocation as the primary blame.

4. Why did Preston’s deposition emphasize crowd
provocation?

To justify the soldiers’ actions and mitigate personal and military
responsibility, especially during the legal proceedings.

5. How does understanding Preston’s blame influence
modern interpretations of the Boston Massacre?

It provides insight into the perspectives and motives of British officers and
helps contextualize the event within colonial-British tensions leading up to
independence.

By analyzing Captain Thomas Preston’s depositions and testimonies, we gain a
nuanced understanding of the blame attributed to the colonists, the chaos of
the event, and the broader political implications, making it a critical
element in the story of the Boston Massacre.



Frequently Asked Questions

What role does Captain Thomas Preston attribute to
the soldiers during the Boston Massacre in his
deposition?

Captain Thomas Preston claimed that the soldiers acted in self-defense after
being provoked by a hostile crowd, and he blamed the crowd for initiating the
violence that led to the massacre.

Does Captain Preston admit any responsibility for
the events of the Boston Massacre in his deposition?

In his deposition, Captain Preston primarily blamed the unruly mob and
emphasized that the soldiers only fired in self-defense, suggesting he did
not directly take responsibility for provoking the incident.

How does Captain Preston describe the behavior of
the crowd in his deposition regarding the Boston
Massacre?

He described the crowd as aggressive and threatening, stating they were
throwing objects and provoking the soldiers, which contributed to the tense
situation.

What evidence does Captain Preston provide to
support his claim that the soldiers did not
intentionally fire upon civilians?

Preston asserted that the soldiers were ordered to hold their fire and only
fired when they felt threatened, implying that the shooting was accidental or
a result of self-defense rather than an intentional attack.

How did Captain Preston's deposition influence the
legal proceedings and public opinion about the
Boston Massacre?

His deposition aimed to shift blame onto the crowd and justify the soldiers'
actions, impacting the trial by providing an account that emphasized
provocation and self-defense, which swayed public and judicial perspectives.



Additional Resources

Depositions For The Boston Massacre Trials: Who Does Captain Thomas Preston
Blame For The Massacre? A Deep Dive

The Boston Massacre of March 5, 1770, stands as a pivotal event in American
history, symbolizing the escalating tensions between British soldiers and
colonists that ultimately fueled the drive toward independence. Central to
understanding this tragic incident are the depositions taken during the
subsequent trials, which serve as vital primary sources revealing
perspectives, motives, and blame. Among the key figures in these depositions
is Captain Thomas Preston, the commanding officer of the British soldiers
involved. His account provides crucial insights into who he believed was
responsible for the chaos that ensued. This detailed review explores
Preston’s deposition, the context surrounding his statements, and the broader
implications regarding blame for the Boston Massacre.

Context of the Boston Massacre and the Role of
Captain Thomas Preston

Before delving into Preston’s deposition, it’'s essential to set the scene of
the Boston Massacre and Preston’s position during the event.

Background of the Incident

- Tensions had been rising in Boston due to increased British taxation,
particularly the Stamp Act and Townshend Acts.

- Colonial protests often turned violent, with mobs intimidating British
soldiers and officials.

- On the night of March 5, a crowd gathered outside the Custom House,
taunting soldiers, throwing snowballs, stones, and other objects.

- The chaos escalated when soldiers, under Preston’s command, fired into the
crowd, killing five colonists and wounding others.

Captain Thomas Preston’s Position

- Preston was the officer in charge of the British soldiers present at the
scene.

- His role was to maintain order amidst the unruly crowd.

- After the incident, Preston and his men were arrested and taken to trial
for murder.



Details of Captain Preston’s Deposition

The depositions taken during the Boston Massacre trials serve as crucial
testimonies that affected public opinion and legal outcomes. Preston’s
deposition is particularly noteworthy because it attempts to clarify his
actions and assign blame.

Preston’s Account of the Events

- Preston claimed that he was attempting to prevent the crowd from attacking
the soldiers.

- He stated that the soldiers were initially standing in front of the Custom
House, trying to disperse the crowd.

- According to Preston, the crowd grew aggressive, and some individuals threw
snowballs, stones, and other objects at the soldiers.

- Preston reports that he ordered his men to hold their ground, fearing that
retreat might provoke further violence.

- He emphasized that the soldiers only fired after they were struck or in
imminent danger, asserting that they acted in self-defense.

Preston’s Blame: Who Does He Imply Is Responsible?

- In his deposition, Preston largely blames the unruly crowd for provoking
the soldiers.

- He describes the colonists as aggressive, disorderly, and responsible for
escalating the situation into violence.

- Preston contends that the soldiers only fired when under attack, implying
that the colonists’ aggression was the primary trigger.

- He distances himself from any direct provocation, asserting that he did his
duty to maintain order and prevent bloodshed.

Key Points in Preston’s Blame Attribution

- The crowd’s aggressive behavior, including throwing objects.
- The colonists’ refusal to disperse despite orders.
- The soldiers’ self-defense in response to perceived threats.

Analysis of Preston’s Deposition and Blame
Placement

Understanding Preston’s blame attribution requires analyzing the language and
context of his deposition.



Portrayal of the Crowd

- Preston characterizes the colonists as disorderly and violent.

- His depiction aligns with the British narrative that colonists provoked the
incident.

- This portrayal was used to justify the soldiers’ actions and mitigate blame
on military personnel.

Defense of the Soldiers

- Preston emphasizes the soldiers’ efforts to maintain order.

- He states that the firing was a reaction to imminent danger, not an
unprovoked act.

- This framing shifts blame away from the soldiers, suggesting they acted in
self-defense.

Implications of Preston’s Blame

- By blaming the crowd, Preston seeks to absolve the soldiers of outright
murder.

- His deposition aims to paint the incident as a tragic consequence of
colonial aggression rather than deliberate violence by British troops.

- This perspective was instrumental in influencing the jury’s decision during
the trials.

The Broader Legal and Political Impact of
Preston’s Deposition

The depositions, especially Preston’s, had significant consequences on the
legal proceedings and public perception.

Legal Outcomes for Preston and Soldiers

- Initially, Preston and some soldiers were charged with murder.

- During the trial, Preston’s deposition was used to argue that the soldiers
acted in self-defense.

- The jury acquitted Preston and six soldiers, while two soldiers were found
guilty of manslaughter—receiving reduced sentences.

Public Opinion and Propaganda

- Preston’s account reinforced the British government’s narrative that
colonists provoked the incident.



- Colonial leaders, such as Samuel Adams, used depositions to depict the
massacre as an unprovoked attack by British soldiers.

- The contrasting narratives fueled anti-British sentiments and heightened
tensions leading to the American Revolution.

Historical Significance of Preston’s Blame

- Preston’s deposition exemplifies the British military’s attempt to justify
their actions.

- It highlights the importance of primary sources in understanding how blame
was assigned and manipulated.

- His account remains a critical document for historians analyzing the
incident’s causes and consequences.

Critiques and Controversies Surrounding
Preston’s Blame

No account is without controversy, and Preston’s deposition has been
scrutinized over the years.

Questions About Accuracy and Bias

- Critics argue that Preston’s account may have been biased to protect the
soldiers and his reputation.

- Some suggest that the depiction of the crowd as aggressive was exaggerated
or downplayed the soldiers’ role.

- There is debate over whether Preston’s statements were entirely truthful or
influenced by legal and political pressures.

Alternative Perspectives

- Colonists and witnesses, such as Crispus Attucks and others, portrayed the
soldiers as the aggressors.

- Some accounts suggest that the soldiers fired without sufficient
provocation, contradicting Preston’s self-defense narrative.

- This divergence underscores the importance of evaluating multiple sources
to understand the incident comprehensively.



Conclusion: Who Does Captain Thomas Preston
Blame for the Boston Massacre?

In his deposition, Captain Thomas Preston places the blame squarely on the
unruly colonists. He portrays them as the provocateurs who incited the
violence through aggressive behavior, throwing objects, and refusing to
disperse despite orders. Preston’s narrative emphasizes that the soldiers
acted in self-defense, responding only when under attack or in imminent
danger.

This blame attribution served both legal and political purposes. Legally, it
aimed to absolve the soldiers of outright murder, leading to their eventual
acquittal or reduced charges. Politically, it supported British efforts to
justify their military presence and actions in Boston while countering
colonial narratives that depicted British troops as aggressors.

However, the deposition’s reliability remains subject to debate, with critics
pointing out potential biases and contrasting accounts that challenge
Preston’s version of events. Ultimately, Preston’s deposition reflects the
complex interplay of truth, propaganda, and blame in a moment that would
ignite revolutionary fervor.

In Summary:

- Captain Thomas Preston blames the colonists for provoking the incident.

- He attributes the violence to their aggressive behavior, objects thrown,
and refusal to disperse.

- His deposition emphasizes self-defense by soldiers, attempting to justify
their firing.

- This account played a significant role in shaping legal outcomes and public
perception.

- Critical analysis suggests that Preston’s blame was influenced by the
desire to protect his men and maintain order amidst political tensions.

Understanding Preston’s deposition is vital for grasping the multifaceted
narratives surrounding the Boston Massacre and the broader causes of the
American Revolution. It exemplifies how primary sources are instrumental in
constructing historical truth and how blame can be strategically assigned
during moments of crisis.

In The Depositions For The Boston Massacre Trials Who Does
Captain Thomas Preston Blame For The Massacre A

In The Depositions For The Boston Massacre Trials Who Does Captain Thomas Preston Blame For
The Massacre A


https://sip.evo9x.com/ma45/in-the-depositions-for-the-boston-massacre-trials-who-does-captain-thomas-preston-blame-for-the-massacre-a.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma45/in-the-depositions-for-the-boston-massacre-trials-who-does-captain-thomas-preston-blame-for-the-massacre-a.pdf

Related Articles

e Find A Particular Solution To The Following Differential Equation Using The Method Of
Variation Of Parameters.

o Assume The Current Market Price Of A Bond Exceeds Its Par Value. Which One Of These
Equations Applies?Multiple

e PAST PERFECT 1. A: Jim Ever (fly) Before His Flight Last Week? B:
Yes, He

Back to Home


https://sip.evo9x.com/ma45/find-a-particular-solution-to-the-following-differential-equation-using-the-method-of-variation-of-parameters.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma45/find-a-particular-solution-to-the-following-differential-equation-using-the-method-of-variation-of-parameters.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma45/assume-the-current-market-price-of-a-bond-exceeds-its-par-value-which-one-of-these-equations-applies-multiple.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma45/assume-the-current-market-price-of-a-bond-exceeds-its-par-value-which-one-of-these-equations-applies-multiple.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma45/past-perfect-1-a-jim-ever-fly-before-his-flight-last-week-b-yes-he.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma45/past-perfect-1-a-jim-ever-fly-before-his-flight-last-week-b-yes-he.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com

