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Match The Descriptive Phrase That Best Describes The Excerpted Clip From
Machaut's Ma Fin Est Mon Commencement is an essential task for music scholars,
enthusiasts, and students aiming to deepen their understanding of medieval music and
poetic expression. Guillaume de Machaut, a towering figure of the 14th century, crafted
works that exemplify the intricate artistry of the medieval period, blending poetic lyricism
with complex musical compositions. This article explores how to accurately identify
descriptive phrases that encapsulate the essence of excerpts from Machaut's renowned
piece, Ma Fin Est Mon Commencement, and why this process enriches our appreciation of
medieval music.

Understanding Machaut's Ma Fin Est Mon
Commencement

Historical Context and Significance

Guillaume de Machaut (c. 1300-1377) was a French poet, composer, and chansonwriter
whose works epitomize the Ars Nova movement—a revolutionary period in medieval music
characterized by greater rhythmic flexibility and expressive potential. Ma Fin Est Mon
Commencement is one of his most famous compositions, often classified as a virelai, a
poetic and musical form popular during the medieval era.

This piece is notable for its exploration of themes such as love, longing, and the cyclical
nature of life and death. Its poetic structure and musical composition reflect the
sophisticated artistic sensibilities of the time, making it a quintessential example of
medieval secular music.

Structure and Composition

Ma Fin Est Mon Commencement is a virelai, which traditionally features a refrain (the
"refrain" or "b" section) that alternates with multiple stanza-like sections (the "a"
sections). The structure allows for musical and poetic repetition, emphasizing the themes
and creating a hypnotic, meditative effect.

The lyrics explore the paradox of love—how it is both a source of joy and sorrow—and
evoke a sense of inevitable change. Musically, Machaut employs rhythmic complexity and



melodic variety, showcasing his mastery in balancing form and expression.

Deciphering the Excerpt: Strategies for Matching
Descriptive Phrases

Analyzing the Musical and Poetic Content

To identify the descriptive phrase that best characterizes an excerpt from Machaut's work,
consider:

- Theme and Mood: Is the excerpt melancholic, joyful, contemplative, or passionate?

- Musical Features: Look at the melody, rhythm, harmony, and texture. Is it lively, slow,
intricate, or simple?

- Poetic Devices: Identify imagery, metaphors, or literary devices that stand out.

- Structural Elements: Recognize if the excerpt is part of the refrain or a stanza, which
influences its interpretive meaning.

Matching Descriptive Phrases: A Step-by-Step Approach

1. Identify Key Elements: Determine what emotions or themes dominate the excerpt.

2. Compare with Known Descriptions: Use a list of common descriptive phrases associated
with medieval music and poetry, such as "melancholic lament," "joyful celebration,"
"meditative reflection," or "complex polyphony."

3. Contextualize Within the Piece: See how the excerpt fits into the overall structure and
message of Ma Fin Est Mon Commencement.

4. Select the Best Fit: Choose the phrase that most accurately captures the essence, tone,
and musical characteristics of the excerpt.

Common Descriptive Phrases for Machaut’s Ma
Fin Est Mon Commencement

Emotional and Thematic Descriptions

- Melancholic Reflection: Emphasizing sorrow, longing, or contemplative mood.
- Joyful Celebration: Highlighting moments of happiness, love, or triumph.

- Poignant Lament: Expressing grief or lamentation over love or mortality.

- Hopeful Aspiration: Conveying longing for future happiness or reunion.



Musical Characteristics Descriptions

- Intricate Polyphony: Reflecting the layered, interwoven melodic lines characteristic of
Machaut's style.

- Rhythmic Complexity: Signifying the sophisticated rhythmic structures typical in Ars
Nova compositions.

- Lyrical Melodic Lines: Describing smooth, expressive melodies that enhance poetic
meaning.

- Repetitive Refrain: Highlighting the cyclical nature of the virelai form.

Poetic and Literary Descriptions

- Imagery-Rich Poem: Denoting vivid visual or emotional images in the lyrics.
- Metaphorical Language: Reflecting the layered symbolic meaning present in the text.
- Courtly Love Theme: Emphasizing the ideals and conventions of medieval chivalric love.

Examples of Descriptive Phrases Applied to
Machaut's Excerpts

Sample Scenario 1: An excerpt featuring a slow,
melancholic melody with poetic references to longing
and death

- Best Descriptive Phrase: "A poignant lament expressing love and mortality"

Sample Scenario 2: A lively, rhythmic section with joyful
lyrics celebrating love and union

- Best Descriptive Phrase: "An exuberant celebration of love and happiness"

Sample Scenario 3: A complex polyphonic passage with
layered voices and poetic imagery of hope and renewal

- Best Descriptive Phrase: "An intricate polyphonic reflection on hope amidst sorrow"



The Importance of Accurate Descriptive Matching

Enhances Musical Appreciation

Matching the correct descriptive phrase helps listeners and students grasp the emotional
and thematic depth of the piece, fostering a more immersive appreciation.

Facilitates Historical and Cultural Understanding

Recognizing the descriptive nuances provides insight into medieval courtly culture, poetic
conventions, and musical innovations.

Supports Educational and Analytical Goals

For educators and students, precise descriptions serve as foundational tools for analysis,
interpretation, and discussion.

Conclusion: Embracing the Artistry of Machaut

Matching the descriptive phrase that best describes an excerpt from Machaut's Ma Fin Est
Mon Commencement is more than an academic exercise; it is a gateway to experiencing
the emotional richness and artistic mastery of medieval music. By carefully analyzing
musical and poetic elements and understanding their historical context, listeners can
accurately capture the essence of Machaut's work, fostering a deeper appreciation for this
timeless masterpiece. Whether one perceives it as a melancholic reflection, an exuberant
celebration, or a complex polyphonic meditation, the process of matching descriptive
phrases unveils the enduring power of Machaut’s artistry across centuries.
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Note: Listening to recordings of Ma Fin Est Mon Commencement and reading annotated
scores can further enhance understanding and aid in accurately matching descriptive
phrases to specific excerpts.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Machaut's 'Ma Fin Est Mon
Commencement' in medieval music history?

It is considered one of the earliest examples of a secular mass, illustrating the blending of
poetic lyricism with intricate musical composition during the Middle Ages.

Which descriptive phrase best captures the emotional
tone of the excerpt from Machaut's work?

A reflective and mournful expression of love and longing.

How does the excerpt exemplify Machaut's innovative
approach to combining text and music?

It demonstrates his skill in setting poetic text to complex rhythmic and melodic structures,
enhancing the emotional impact of the lyrics.

What thematic elements are prominent in the excerpt
from 'Ma Fin Est Mon Commencement'?

Themes of love, mortality, and the fleeting nature of life and beauty are prominently
conveyed.

In what way does the excerpt reflect the characteristics
of Ars Nova style?

It showcases rhythmic complexity, use of new musical notations, and sophisticated
polyphony characteristic of the Ars Nova movement.

Which descriptive phrase best describes the musical
texture of the excerpt?

A layered polyphonic texture with intricate interweaving of vocal lines.

Additional Resources

Match the Descriptive Phrase That Best Describes the Excerpted Clip From Machaut's Ma
Fin Est Mon Commencement

In the realm of medieval music and poetry, Guillaume de Machaut stands as a towering
figure, renowned for his intricate compositions and poetic mastery. Among his works, Ma
Fin Est Mon Commencement (My End Is My Beginning) is particularly celebrated for its



profound themes of love, mortality, and cyclical existence. For enthusiasts and scholars
alike, understanding the nuances of this piece involves more than just listening; it requires
a thoughtful analysis of its musical and poetic elements. In this article, we will explore
how to match descriptive phrases to an excerpted clip from Machaut’s masterpiece,
providing an in-depth, expert-level guide that helps decode its complex layers and
emotional resonance.

Understanding the Context of Ma Fin Est Mon
Commencement

Before delving into the specific clip, it is essential to grasp the historical and thematic
backdrop of Machaut’s work. Composed in the 14th century, Ma Fin Est Mon
Commencement is a rondeau, a musical form characterized by a recurring refrain and a
structure that emphasizes cyclical themes. Its text explores the paradox of love—how it
can serve as both a source of joy and despair, ultimately reflecting the medieval
preoccupation with mortality and the soul’s journey.

Key Themes:

- The cyclical nature of life and love

- The inevitability of death

- The enduring power of memory and longing
- The spiritual reflection on mortality

Understanding these themes is crucial because they inform the emotional tone, musical
motifs, and poetic devices employed in the excerpted clip.

Analyzing the Musical and Poetic Elements of the
Clip

To accurately match a descriptive phrase, one must analyze specific aspects of the
excerpt: melody, rhythm, harmony, poetic diction, and vocal expression. Here, we break
down each element and its significance.

Melody and Tonality

Machaut’s melodies often exhibit a modal quality, reflecting the musical language of the
medieval period. The melodic lines tend to be expressive, with a balance of stepwise
motion and occasional leaps that evoke emotional nuance. When listening to the clip,
consider:



- Is the melody flowing and lyrical, suggesting longing or serenity?
- Are there moments of dissonance or tension that evoke conflict or despair?
- How does the melody resolve—peacefully or turbulently?

Typical interpretations:
- A smooth, flowing melody suggests tranquility or tender longing.
- Sudden leaps or unresolved dissonances may indicate emotional turmoil.

Rhythm and Tempo

The rhythmic structure in Machaut's works is often flexible, with a sense of free-flowing
rhythm that aligns with poetic natural speech. The tempo can be contemplative,
emphasizing reflective themes, or more animated to highlight emotional intensity.

Questions to consider:
- Is the rhythm steady or does it fluctuate?
- Does the tempo evoke a sense of urgency, calm, or melancholy?

Harmonic Language

Although medieval music predates the modern harmonic system, it uses consonant and
dissonant intervals to evoke mood. The use of perfect consonances often imparts a sense
of resolution, while dissonances can create tension.

In the clip:
- Are consonances dominant, creating a peaceful or devotional atmosphere?
- Are dissonances prominent, suggesting conflict or emotional complexity?

Vocal Timbre and Expression

The vocal delivery significantly influences the emotional interpretation. Consider:
- Is the voice tender, anguished, or regal?

- Are there expressive ornaments, such as vibrato or melisma?

- How does the singer’s tone color contribute to the mood?

Matching Descriptive Phrases: An Expert
Approach

Given the intricate nature of Machaut’s Ma Fin Est Mon Commencement, a well-informed
matching of descriptive phrases requires considering multiple layers. Below are common



descriptive phrases and their corresponding musical/poetic characteristics, along with
guided reasoning.

1. "A Melancholic Reflection on Mortality"

Why it fits:

- The music is slow, with a contemplative melody that emphasizes reflective mood.
- Dissonant intervals or unresolved cadences evoke a sense of longing and sadness.
- The poetic text alludes to the end of life and the transient nature of worldly love.

Musical clues:

- Gentle, descending melodic lines

- Sparse rhythmic activity, allowing the words’ weight to resonate
- Use of minor modes or modal inflections hinting at somberness

Poetic clues:
- References to endings, death, or the passage of time
- Themes of loss and longing

Expert note: If the clip emphasizes a slow, mournful tone with subdued vocal expression,
the phrase "A Melancholic Reflection on Mortality" is most fitting.

2. "A Hopeful Embrace of Eternal Love"

Why it fits:

- The melody is harmonious and uplifting, with a steady, gentle rhythm.
- The refrain or recurring motif might suggest continuity and hope.

- The text may speak of love’s eternal nature beyond death.

Musical clues:

- Major modal inflections or consonant harmonies

- Repetitive motifs that reinforce a sense of stability
- Warm, full vocal tone with expressive vibrato

Poetic clues:
- Words emphasizing everlasting love or divine grace
- Expressions of faith that transcend mortality

Expert note: When listening to a clip with a warm, optimistic tone and a sense of
resolution, this phrase captures its essence.



3. "A Cyclical Meditation on Love and Fate"

Why it fits:

- The music features recurring motifs or refrains, embodying cyclical structure.

- The rhythm may be fluid, echoing the natural flow of poetic thought.

- The poetic content revolves around fate, destiny, and the inescapable cycle of love and
death.

Musical clues:

- Repetition of melodic phrases

- Use of modal interchange or subtle tonal shifts
- A balance between tension and release

Poetic clues:
- Texts referencing cycles, eternity, or the unavoidable nature of mortality

Expert note: If the clip’s musical structure emphasizes repetition and thematic
consistency, this phrase is appropriate.

4. "An Intimate, Personal Expression of Longing"

Why it fits:

- The vocal delivery is intimate, perhaps with slight ornamentation or rubato.

- The musical accompaniment is sparse, emphasizing the singer’s voice.

- The poetic language conveys deep personal emotion, yearning, and vulnerability.

Musical clues:

- Minimalist texture

- Subtle dynamic variations

- Melismatic singing, emphasizing expressive syllables

Poetic clues:
- Personal pronouns and direct expressions of longing
- Themes of separation, desire, or unfulfilled love

Expert note: When the clip exudes intimacy and emotional depth, this phrase encapsulates
its character.

Applying the Matching Process: A Step-by-Step
Guide



To effectively match the descriptive phrase, follow this expert methodology:

1. Identify the Mood and Tone: Listen carefully for emotional cues—melancholy, hope,
longing, or serenity.

2. Examine Musical Features: Note melody contours, rhythm, harmony, and vocal quality.
3. Interpret Poetic Content: Read or analyze the lyrics for recurring themes, imagery, and
poetic devices.

4. Assess Structural Elements: Observe repetition, refrain usage, and development within
the excerpt.

5. Match with Descriptive Phrases: Based on the above, select the phrase that best
encapsulates the overall impression.

Conclusion: The Art of Interpretation in
Machaut’s Ma Fin Est Mon Commencement

Deciphering an excerpt from Machaut’s Ma Fin Est Mon Commencement requires a
nuanced understanding of its musical language, poetic depth, and historical context. The
process of matching it with a descriptive phrase is not a superficial task but an expert
exercise in interpretation—balancing technical analysis with emotional insight.

Whether the clip evokes a sense of melancholic mortality, hopeful eternity, cyclical fate, or
intimate longing, each phrase reflects a facet of Machaut’s profound artistry. By carefully
analyzing the musical and poetic elements, listeners and scholars can appreciate the
layered complexity of this medieval masterpiece, gaining deeper insight into the universal
themes it explores.

In conclusion, the key to accurately matching the descriptive phrase lies in attentive
listening, contextual knowledge, and interpretive sensitivity—tools that allow us to
connect the ancient music’s timeless message with our modern understanding of human
emotion and existence.
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