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Introduction

The phrase "PLEASE HELP ME PLEASE! 1. How Would You Describe The Attitude Of
The Narrator Toward Elite New York Society?-2" immediately captures
attention, hinting at a narrative that is both urgent and introspective. At
the core of this inquiry lies a profound exploration of the narrator's
perception and attitude toward the privileged and often scrutinized social
class of elite New York society. Understanding the narrator's stance offers
valuable insights into the themes of social stratification, identity, and
moral judgment prevalent in many literary and cultural analyses of this
exclusive echelon.

Contextual Background

Elite New York society, characterized by wealth, influence, and social
status, has long been a subject of fascination and critique in American
literature and social commentary. From the Gilded Age to contemporary times,
this social stratum symbolizes both aspiration and moral ambiguity.
Narratives that delve into this world often reveal complex attitudes—ranging
from admiration and envy to disdain and critique.

The narrator's attitude toward this society can be shaped by various factors:
- Personal background and social mobility

- Moral and ethical considerations

- Cultural critique or admiration

- Personal experiences and interactions

In analyzing such narratives, it becomes essential to examine the language,

tone, and underlying sentiments expressed by the narrator to understand their
true attitude toward the elite.



Understanding the Narrator's Perspective: An
Overview

1. The Tone as a Reflection of Attitude

The tone of a narrator's narration serves as a primary indicator of their
attitude. It can be:

- Admiring and Reverent: Suggesting fascination or aspiration toward the
elite.

- Critical and Disapproving: Indicating disdain or moral judgment.

- Ambivalent or Conflicted: Reflecting complex feelings such as admiration
tinged with criticism.

For example, a narrator who employs language filled with irony or sarcasm may
be subtly criticizing the superficiality or greed of the society. Conversely,
a tone of longing or admiration reveals an aspirational attitude.

2. Language and Diction

The specific choice of words and phrases offers clues:

- Positive descriptors like "elegant," "refined," or "gracious" suggest
admiration.
- Negative descriptors like "superficial," "corrupt," or "self-indulgent"

point to critique.
- Use of colloquialisms or slang might indicate distance or judgment.

Analyzing the diction helps in understanding whether the narrator sympathizes
with, admires, or despises the elite.

3. The Narrative Voice and Point of View

Is the narrator an insider or outsider?

- Insider Narrator: Someone from within the elite, possibly showing pride or
entitlement.

- Outsider Narrator: An observer with critical distance, often highlighting
hypocrisy or moral decay.



The perspective influences how the narrator perceives and describes the
society, revealing their attitude.

Common Attitudes Narrators Have Toward Elite
New York Society

1. Admiration and Envy

Many narratives depict the elite with a sense of awe or longing, often rooted
in their wealth, influence, and lifestyle. This attitude can be characterized
by:

- Reverence for the sophistication and glamour.

- Desire to be part of the social elite.

- Recognition of their power and privilege.

Example: A narrator might describe the social gatherings, mansions, and
fashion with admiration, indicating a yearning to belong.

2. Critique and Disapproval

Alternatively, the narrator might view the elite with skepticism or outright
disdain, emphasizing superficiality, moral decay, or greed.

- Highlighting materialism and vanity.
- Criticizing the moral hypocrisy behind the facade of civility.
- Expressing disillusionment with the values of the society.

Example: Descriptions laden with irony, emphasizing the emptiness behind
glamorous appearances.

3. Ambivalence and Complexity

Some narrators exhibit a nuanced attitude, oscillating between admiration and
criticism.



- Recognizing the allure of the lifestyle but condemning its moral costs.

- Expressing personal conflict about their own aspirations versus ethical
considerations.

- Portraying the society as both fascinating and morally questionable.

This ambivalence often reflects the human tendency to be drawn to beauty and
power yet wary of their corrupting influence.

Analyzing Specific Literary Examples

F. Scott Fitzgerald's "The Great Gatsby"

In Fitzgerald's classic, the narrator Nick Carraway offers a layered
perspective:

- Admire: He appreciates Gatsby's hope and the glamour associated with the
parties.

- Criticize: He is often critical of the superficiality, greed, and moral
decay of the society.

- Attitude: Nick exhibits a complex attitude—sympathetic yet disillusioned.
Key points:

- Nick's tone is often ironic, highlighting the disparity between appearance
and reality.

- He respects some characters but condemns the emptiness of their pursuits.

William Makepeace Thackeray's "The History of
Pendennis"

Thackeray’'s narrator adopts a more humorous and satirical tone, criticizing
the pretensions and moral shortcomings of the social elite, often with
tongue-in-cheek commentary.



Modern Narratives and Media

Contemporary stories, including films and articles, often portray elite New
York society with a mix of admiration for their achievements and critique of
their excesses, reflecting ongoing societal debates.

Implications of the Narrator’s Attitude

Understanding the narrator’s attitude toward elite New York society has
broader implications:

- It influences readers’ perceptions of social critique.
- Reflects societal values and tensions.
- Reveals the narrator’s moral stance and personal identity.

- Shapes the thematic focus of the narrative—whether emphasizing critique,
admiration, or complexity.

Conclusion

The attitude of the narrator toward elite New York society is multifaceted,
shaped by tone, diction, perspective, and personal experience. It can range
from admiration and envy to critique and disapproval, or embody a nuanced
ambivalence. Analyzing these attitudes provides valuable insights into the
themes of social stratification, morality, and human aspiration prevalent in
literature and cultural narratives about New York’s social elite. Whether
depicted as glamorous and desirable or superficial and corrupt, the elite
society remains a compelling subject for literary exploration, with the
narrator’s attitude serving as a window into broader societal attitudes and
individual morality.

If you need further elaboration or specific examples, feel free to ask!

Frequently Asked Questions



How does the narrator perceive the values and
behaviors of elite New York society?

The narrator views elite New York society as superficial and self-absorbed,
often highlighting its extravagance and lack of genuine compassion.

What tone does the narrator use when describing the
social elite in the story?

The tone is often sarcastic and critical, reflecting a sense of frustration
or disillusionment with the superficiality of high society.

Does the narrator sympathize with or criticize the
members of elite New York society?

The narrator leans toward criticizing the society, emphasizing its
pretentiousness and moral superficiality.

How does the narrator's attitude influence the
overall message of the story?

The critical attitude underscores a critique of social inequality and the
disconnect between appearance and reality in elite circles.

In what ways does the narrator's attitude reflect
broader social commentary?

The narrator's perspective highlights issues of social stratification,
superficiality, and the often hollow nature of high society in New York.

Is the narrator's attitude consistent throughout the
story, or does it change?

The narrator's attitude remains largely critical and disapproving,
emphasizing their disdain for the pretentiousness of the elite.

How does the narrator's attitude affect the reader's
perception of the story's themes?

The critical stance encourages readers to question societal values and
consider the gap between appearance and reality among the social elite.



Additional Resources
Elite New York Society: A Deep Dive into the Narrator’s Attitude

Introduction

In examining the layered narrative of elite New York society, understanding
the narrator’s attitude provides crucial insights into the underlying themes,
social commentary, and character perspectives woven throughout the story. The
narrator’s tone and stance serve as a lens through which readers can
interpret the complexities, contradictions, and nuances of this exclusive
world. This article aims to dissect, analyze, and evaluate the narrator’s
attitude comprehensively, adopting an expert review style to guide readers
through the intricacies of the social fabric depicted.

Understanding the Narrative Voice: An Essential
First Step

Before delving into the specifics of the narrator’s attitude, it’'s important
to contextualize the narrative voice itself. Is the narrator an
insider—someone born into the elite class—or an outsider observing with a
critical eye? The perspective significantly influences the tone, whether it’s
admiring, critical, sarcastic, or detached.

Key Questions:

- Does the narrator show admiration or disdain for the elite society?

- Is the tone overtly judgmental, or does it adopt a more subtle, nuanced
stance?

- How does the narrator’s background shape their attitude?

In many literary portrayals of New York’s social elite, narrators often

oscillate between admiration and critique, reflecting the complex emotional
landscape of their attitudes.

Part 1: The Attitude of Admiration and Envy

The Allure of the Elite

The narrator’s attitude often begins with an acknowledgment of the allure and
glamour of New York’'s upper class. This admiration manifests as a recognition



of their wealth, influence, and refined social customs. Through glowing
descriptions of lavish parties, exclusive clubs, and high-society events, the
narrator conveys an acknowledgment—sometimes tinged with envy-of the
privileged lifestyle.

Features of this admiration include:

- Aesthetic Appreciation: Descriptions of opulent mansions, designer fashion,
and luxurious accessories.

- Respect for Power: Recognizing the influence these individuals wield over
societal trends and politics.

- Sense of Aspiration: For some narrators, admiration is intertwined with a
desire to be part of this world, revealing a layer of aspirational envy.

The Underlying Envy

While admiration is often explicit, envy is subtly woven into the narrative
tone. The narrator may express longing or frustration at their own social
position, hinting at feelings of exclusion or inadequacy.

Examples include:

- Comparing oneself unfavorably to the elite.

- Highlighting the barriers—social, economic, cultural-that prevent entry
into this rarified sphere.

- Expressing admiration in a manner that borders on wistfulness or regret.

This duality sets the stage for a complex attitude—one that recognizes the
grandeur but also perceives its unattainability.

Part 2: The Critical and Sarcastic Perspective

The Underlying Critique

Many narrators adopt a more critical stance, revealing a sense of
disillusionment or skepticism about the superficiality of elite society. This
attitude often manifests as sarcasm, irony, or outright critique.

Indicators of a critical attitude include:

- Mocking Social Rituals: Describing parties or traditions as empty or
pretentious.

- Questioning Authenticity: Highlighting the superficiality of relationships,
emphasizing appearances over substance.

- Exposing Hypocrisy: Revealing the double standards and moral compromises of
the upper class.

The Role of Irony

Irony is a powerful tool in shaping the narrator’s attitude. Through ironic



commentary, the narrator underscores the contradictions inherent in elite
life—its glamor versus its emptiness, its power versus its moral compromises.

Examples of ironic tone:

- Commenting on the “glamorous chaos” of a high-society event.
- Noting how wealth cannot buy genuine happiness.

- Critiquing the obsession with status symbols.

Impact on the Reader

This critical attitude often invites the reader to question the values and
priorities of the elite class, fostering a sense of skepticism about their
veneer of sophistication.

Part 3: The Tone of Detachment and Objectivity

A Detached Observational Stance

In some narratives, the narrator maintains a tone of detachment, observing
the elite society with clinical objectivity. This approach can serve to
distance the narrator emotionally, providing a more analytical perspective.

Features of this tone:

- Minimal emotional engagement.

- Focus on descriptive details over personal judgments.

- Use of neutral language, allowing readers to draw their own conclusions.

Advantages of Detachment

- Creates a Balanced View: Neither overly admiring nor overtly critical.
- Encourages Reflection: Prompts readers to think about the societal
implications without overt bias.

- Enhances Credibility: Positions the narrator as a credible, observant
outsider or insider with a nuanced perspective.

Limitations

- Can sometimes come across as aloof or disengaged, potentially diminishing
emotional resonance.

- May obscure the narrator’s true feelings or biases, making interpretation
more complex.



Part 4: The Evolution of the Attitude
Throughout the Narrative

From Enthusiasm to Disillusionment?

In some stories, the narrator’s attitude shifts over time—from initial
admiration or fascination to disillusionment or critique. This evolution
reflects a deepening understanding of the contradictions within elite
society.

Key stages include:

- Initial Awe: Romanticized view of the glamour and prestige.

- Growing Skepticism: Recognition of superficiality and moral compromises.
- Disillusionment or Acceptance: A resigned attitude, either criticizing or
accepting the societal norms.

Factors Influencing the Shift

- Personal experiences within the elite circles.
- Encounters with hypocrisy or moral failings.
- Broader societal changes or crises.

Understanding this evolution enriches the interpretation of the narrator’s
attitude, revealing layers of emotional complexity.

Conclusion: The Multidimensional Attitude of
the Narrator

Summarizing the spectrum of attitudes:

- The narrator’s stance toward elite New York society is multifaceted,
oscillating between admiration, envy, critique, irony, and detachment.

- This complexity reflects broader themes of aspiration, disillusionment,
societal critique, and personal identity.

- The tone adopted by the narrator significantly influences how the reader
perceives the social world depicted—either glamorous and seductive or
superficial and hollow.

Final thoughts:

A thorough understanding of the narrator’s attitude enhances appreciation of
the narrative’s depth. Whether one perceives the narrator as an insider with
a critical eye or an outsider with a detached perspective, their attitude
ultimately serves as a mirror to the multifaceted nature of elite New York



society itself.

In essence, evaluating the narrator’s attitude is akin to examining the
layers of a finely crafted jewel-each facet revealing a different aspect of
the glittering yet complex world of New York’s social elite.
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