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The Parsley Massacre remains one of the most haunting episodes in the history of the
Caribbean, symbolizing the brutality and racial tensions that once engulfed the Dominican
Republic. Mark Memmott’s compelling excerpt from "Remembering To Never Forget"
offers a vivid and harrowing account of this tragic event, providing readers with a detailed
glimpse into the atrocities committed during a dark chapter of Dominican history. This
article aims to explore the massacre’s historical context, the key figures involved, the
impact on Dominican society, and ongoing efforts to remember and learn from the past.
Through a structured and SEO-optimized approach, we delve into the significance of this
massacre and its enduring legacy.

Understanding the Parsley Massacre: Historical
Context

The Origins of the Conflict

The Parsley Massacre, also known as the Genocide of the Haitians, took place in October
1937 under the regime of Dominican dictator Rafael Trujillo. The event was rooted in
longstanding tensions between the Dominican Republic and neighboring Haiti, which
shares the Caribbean island of Hispaniola. The historical rivalry was fueled by economic
disparities, cultural differences, and political conflicts.

Key points about the origins include:

- The desire to assert Dominican national identity, often at the expense of Haitian
influence.

- The

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Mark Memmott's excerpt
from 'Remembering To Never Forget: Dominican



Republic's Parsley Massacre'?

The excerpt primarily focuses on recounting the events and impact of the Parsley
Massacre, highlighting the brutality faced by the Haitian population in the Dominican
Republic during the 1930s.

How does Mark Memmott portray the experiences of
victims during the Parsley Massacre?

Memmott emphasizes the terror, suffering, and loss experienced by the victims, often
sharing personal stories and testimonies to humanize those affected by the massacre.

What historical context does the excerpt provide about
the Dominican Republic's political climate at the time?

The excerpt provides background on the Dominican Republic under Rafael Trujillo's
dictatorship, highlighting his policies of nationalism and anti-Haitian sentiment that led to
the massacre.

Why is the Parsley Massacre referred to as
'Remembering To Never Forget' in the title?

The phrase underscores the importance of recalling and learning from this tragic event to
ensure such atrocities are never repeated and to honor the victims' memory.

What role does language and identity play in the events
described in the excerpt?

Language and identity are central, as the massacre was partly fueled by Trujillo's belief
that distinguishing Haitians from Dominicans by their speech and appearance justified
violence against them.

How does Mark Memmott use literary techniques to
convey the gravity of the Parsley Massacre?

Memmott employs vivid descriptions, personal anecdotes, and historical details to create
an emotional and impactful narrative that emphasizes the horror and significance of the
event.

What lessons does the excerpt suggest about human
rights and historical memory?

The excerpt highlights the importance of remembering past atrocities to promote
awareness, prevent denial, and advocate for justice and reconciliation.



In what ways does the excerpt connect past events like
the Parsley Massacre to contemporary issues?

It draws parallels between historical ethnic violence and modern struggles against racism,
xenophobia, and human rights violations, emphasizing the ongoing relevance of
remembering such tragedies.

Additional Resources

"Remembering To Never Forget: The Dominican Republic’s Parsley Massacre" by Mark
Memmott is a compelling and deeply insightful excerpt that sheds light on one of the most
harrowing episodes in Caribbean history. This piece not only chronicles the tragic events
but also delves into the complex socio-political fabric that facilitated such violence,
emphasizing the importance of remembrance and understanding in preventing future
atrocities.

Introduction: A Grim Reflection on Historical
Atrocities

Mark Memmott’s excerpt opens with a stark reminder of the Parsley Massacre, a brutal
episode that unfolded in the Dominican Republic in 1937. The massacre, orchestrated
under the regime of dictator Rafael Trujillo, targeted Haitian immigrants and Haitian-
Dominican residents, reflecting a dark chapter rooted in ethnic discrimination, political
paranoia, and nationalistic fervor.

Memmott sets the tone by emphasizing the importance of remembering such
atrocities—not just as historical facts but as lessons that resonate across generations. His
narrative aims to humanize the victims, contextualize the violence, and explore the
enduring impact on Dominican and Haitian communities alike.

Historical Context: Setting the Stage for Violence

The Rise of Rafael Trujillo and Political Climate

- Trujillo’s Regime: Rafael Trujillo’s dictatorship (1930-1961) was marked by authoritarian
control, pervasive propaganda, and violent suppression of dissent.

- Nationalism and Xenophobia: Trujillo fostered a sense of Dominican nationalism, often at
the expense of marginalized groups, especially Haitians, who were seen as a threat to



national identity.
- Economic Factors: Economic disparities, coupled with social tensions, fueled resentment
and fear among the Dominican population, which Trujillo exploited to consolidate power.

Haitian-Dominican Relations Pre-1937

- The border between Haiti and the Dominican Republic was fraught with tension,
migration, and cultural differences.

- Haitians had migrated to the Dominican Republic seeking work, often living in poverty
and facing discrimination.

- The Dominican government, under Trujillo, aimed to "Hispanicize" the country, leading
to policies targeting Haitian-descended populations.

The Parsley Massacre: Unveiling the Horror

The Origins and Execution

- The massacre took place in October 1937, during a period of heightened political
paranoia and nationalistic fervor.

- Trujillo ordered a brutal crackdown on Haitians, with the pretext of preventing a
potential invasion or uprising.

- The campaign was characterized by systematic violence, involving the rounding up of
suspected Haitians and Haitian-Dominican residents.

The Role of Language and Identification

- One of the most infamous methods employed was linguistic discrimination—forcing
individuals to pronounce the Spanish word “perejil” (parsley).

- The reasoning was that Haitians and Haitian-Dominicans, often speaking Haitian Creole
or Spanish with a Haitian accent, would mispronounce the word, revealing their ethnicity.
- Those who failed the test or were suspected of being Haitian were executed or brutally
assaulted.

Scale and Impact

- Estimates of the death toll vary, but it is believed that between 10,000 and 20,000 people
were murdered during the massacre.

- The violence targeted primarily Haitian migrants and individuals of Haitian descent,
regardless of their citizenship or legal status.



- The massacre
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