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Understanding how the United States elects its President is crucial for grasping the
nation's democratic process. The question, "The President can be selected by _____________
of votes of the Electoral College? A) Five-eighths B) Two-thirds C)," touches on the specific
majority required within the Electoral College to effectively determine the presidency.
This article provides a comprehensive overview of the Electoral College system, clarifies
the voting majority needed to select a President, and explores related constitutional
provisions, historical context, and implications for American democracy.

---

What Is the Electoral College?

The Electoral College is a unique method established by the U.S. Constitution for electing
the President and Vice President of the United States. Unlike direct popular vote elections,
it involves a group of electors from each state who cast votes based on the results of their
state's popular vote.

Composition of the Electoral College

- Total Electors: 538
- Distribution: Each state has a number of electors equal to its total congressional
delegation (Senators + Representatives).
- The District of Columbia: Has three electors, thanks to the 23rd Amendment.

Role of Electors

Electors are typically party loyalists or individuals chosen for their service or allegiance.
They meet in their respective states in December following the general election to cast
their electoral votes.

---



How Does the Electoral College Work?

The process involves several steps:

1. General Election: Voters select their preferred candidate.
2. Electoral Vote Allocation: Electors pledge to vote for their party's candidate.
3. Electors Meet: In December, electors meet in their states to cast their votes.
4. Certification: Votes are sent to Congress for counting.
5. Congressional Count: In January, Congress counts the electoral votes and declares the
winner.

---

Majority Requirement to Elect the President

A critical aspect of the Electoral College system is the requirement for a candidate to
secure a specific majority of electoral votes to win the presidency outright. This majority
ensures legitimacy and smooth transfer of power.

What Majority Is Needed?

- Standard Majority: A candidate must receive more than half of the electoral votes.
- Total Electoral Votes: 538
- Majority Needed: 270 electoral votes (more than half of 538)

Therefore, the correct majority is 270 electoral votes, which constitutes more than half of
the total.

---

What Happens If No Candidate Achieves a
Majority?

In some elections, no candidate reaches the required majority. The Constitution provides a
contingency plan:

Contingency Procedure: The House of Representatives

- The election is decided by the House of Representatives.
- Each state delegation has one vote.
- A candidate must receive a majority of state delegations (currently 26 out of 50) to win.



Vice Presidential Selection

- The Senate chooses the Vice President if no candidate secures a majority of electoral
votes for that office.

---

Examining the Multiple-Choice Options

The question presents two options regarding the majority needed to select the President:

- A) Five-eighths
- B) Two-thirds

Let's analyze whether either of these is correct based on constitutional provisions and
electoral procedures.

Option A: Five-eighths

- Five-eighths equates to 62.5% of votes.
- In the context of the Electoral College, this percentage is not constitutionally specified or
required.
- The Constitution mandates a simple majority (more than half), which in electoral terms
translates to more than 50%, or specifically 270 out of 538 votes.

Option B: Two-thirds

- Two-thirds equates to approximately 66.7%.
- While two-thirds votes are required in certain legislative procedures (like amendments or
conviction in impeachment), they are not required to elect the President via the Electoral
College.
- No constitutional provision stipulates a two-thirds majority for presidential election.

---

Historical Context and Legal Framework

The U.S. Constitution explicitly states the majority requirement for presidential election:

- Electors' votes are counted by Congress, and the candidate must have more than half of
the total electoral votes.
- The relevant constitutional clause is found in Article II, Section 1, and the 12th



Amendment.

Key points:

- The majority threshold is more than half of electoral votes.
- The specific number is 270 out of 538.
- There is no mention of five-eighths or two-thirds requirements in the constitutional text.

---

Implications of Majority Requirements

Understanding the majority threshold is vital for grasping electoral strategies and the
stability of U.S. presidential elections.

Why Is the Simple Majority Important?

- Ensures clear legitimacy.
- Prevents elections from being decided by a narrow margin.
- Clarifies the threshold for victory.

Potential Challenges

- If no candidate achieves the majority, the election is decided by the House.
- This process can lead to political negotiations and alliances, especially in close races.

---

Summary and Conclusion

Based on the constitutional framework and electoral procedures, the correct answer to the
question:

"The President can be selected by _____________ of votes of the Electoral College? A) Five-
eighths B) Two-thirds C)"

is that the President is selected by a simple majority, which is more than half of the
electoral votes, specifically 270 out of 538.

Since neither "five-eighths" nor "two-thirds" is the standard majority required, the correct
understanding is that a majority (more than 50%) is necessary.

In conclusion:



- The electoral majority required to select the President is more than half, i.e., 270
electoral votes.
- The options provided, five-eighths and two-thirds, are incorrect in this context.
- The election process underscores the importance of reaching a clear majority to ensure
legitimacy and stability.

---

Additional Resources and References

- U.S. Constitution, Article II, Section 1
- The 12th Amendment
- Electoral College: How It Works – National Archives
- Historical Elections and Majority Requirements – History.com

---

Understanding the electoral majority requirements is essential for anyone interested in
American politics, election law, or the democratic process. Knowing that a simple
majority—more than half—is needed to elect a President underscores the importance of a
decisive electoral victory and the constitutional safeguards that underpin the U.S.
electoral system.

Frequently Asked Questions

What fraction of the Electoral College votes is required
for the President to be selected by the Electoral
College?
Two-thirds

Is it possible for the President to be selected by five-
eighths of the votes in the Electoral College?
No, the Constitution specifies a two-thirds majority for certain decisions, not five-eighths.

What is the significance of a two-thirds majority in the
Electoral College?
A two-thirds majority is required for certain actions, such as amending the Constitution or
selecting a President in a contingent election.



Can the President be chosen by a simple majority of the
Electoral College votes?
Yes, in most cases, a simple majority (more than half) is enough to win the presidency, but
specific procedures may require higher thresholds in some circumstances.

In what situations might the Electoral College require a
two-thirds vote to select a President?
During a contingent election in the House of Representatives, if no candidate wins a
majority, the House selects the President, but the Electoral College's role is separate;
however, constitutional amendments or specific procedures may invoke a two-thirds
requirement.

What is the process if no candidate receives a majority
of Electoral College votes?
The House of Representatives elects the President from the top three candidates,
requiring a majority of state delegations, not a specific fraction of Electoral College votes.

Does the Constitution specify a particular fraction
needed for the Electoral College to select a President?
The Constitution does not specify a particular fraction; it generally requires a majority of
electoral votes, but specific procedures are outlined in the 12th Amendment and other
laws.

Which body ultimately elects the President if the
Electoral College cannot decide?
The House of Representatives elects the President if no candidate reaches a majority of
electoral votes.

Additional Resources
The President Can Be Selected By _____________ Of Votes Of The Electoral College? A)
Five-eighths B) Two-thirds C)

In the complex architecture of the United States presidential election system, the process
by which the nation’s chief executive is chosen is both intricate and historically significant.
One often encounters questions about the specific thresholds required within the Electoral
College—namely, what proportion of votes is necessary to successfully select the
President. The options presented—Five-eighths or Two-thirds—point to a deeper
exploration of constitutional provisions, historical precedents, and the mechanisms that
underpin this vital democratic process. This article aims to clarify the role of the Electoral
College, elucidate the specific voting thresholds involved, and provide a comprehensive



understanding of how the President is ultimately selected based on electoral votes.

---

The Electoral College: An Overview

Historical Roots and Purpose

The Electoral College is a unique institution established by the U.S. Constitution as a
compromise between those who wanted Congress to select the President and those
advocating for a direct popular vote. Its origins date back to the Constitutional Convention
of 1787, where founding fathers sought to balance various interests:

- Prevention of Popular Tyranny: To avoid direct influence by potentially unqualified
masses.
- State Representation: To ensure states retained a significant role in presidential
selection.
- Protection of Federalism: To preserve the sovereignty of individual states within the
federal system.

The Electoral College consists of electors appointed based on each state's congressional
representation (senators plus representatives). As of recent years, there are 538 electors
in total, with a majority of 270 electoral votes required to win the presidency.

How Electors Are Chosen

States determine their own methods for selecting electors, but most employ a popular vote
within their borders. The candidate who wins the popular vote in a state typically receives
all of that state's electoral votes—a system known as "winner-takes-all," though Maine and
Nebraska employ a proportional approach.

Electors pledge to support their party's candidate, and their votes are cast in December
following the general election. These votes are then certified by Congress in a joint
session, culminating in the formal election of the President and Vice President.

---

Understanding the Vote Thresholds in the
Electoral College



Majority Vote – The Standard for Election

The Constitution and federal election laws clearly specify that a candidate must secure a
majority of electoral votes—currently at least 270 out of 538—to be declared President.
This majority threshold is fundamental:

- Majority Defined: More than half of the total electoral votes.
- Implication: If no candidate attains this majority, the process shifts to the House of
Representatives.

This majority requirement emphasizes the importance of broad electoral support,
preventing a candidate with a mere plurality from ascending to the presidency.

What About Other Proportions — Five-eighths or Two-
thirds?

The options presented—Five-eighths (5/8) and Two-thirds (2/3)—are not standard
thresholds in the formal electoral process for selecting the President. However, they are
relevant in other constitutional or legislative contexts, such as:

- Amendment Ratification: The Constitution requires a two-thirds vote in Congress and
ratification by three-fourths of the states.
- Impeachment: The Senate requires a two-thirds majority to convict an impeached official.
- Legislative Decisions: Certain legislative procedures may require supermajorities, such
as five-eighths or two-thirds, depending on the rules of specific bodies or laws.

Thus, neither Five-eighths nor Two-thirds is used in the context of electing the President
via the Electoral College. The process hinges on a simple majority—more than 50% of
electoral votes.

---

Historical Context and Clarifications

The 12th Amendment and the Electoral College

The 12th Amendment (ratified in 1804) refined the electoral process, establishing that
electors cast separate votes for President and Vice President. It also clarified the
procedures if no candidate wins a majority:

- If no candidate secures a majority: The House of Representatives chooses the President
from the top three candidates.
- In the House: Each state delegation has one vote, and a majority of states (at least 26) is
needed to elect the President.



- Senate's Role: The Senate elects the Vice President if no candidate receives a majority.

This process is a form of contingent election, distinct from the initial electoral vote count.

Can a Candidate Win Without a Majority?

Historically, most presidential elections have been decided by a clear majority of electoral
votes. However, in rare instances, candidates have won the presidency with less than a
majority if they gained the largest number of electoral votes but fell short of 270 due to
third-party candidates or electoral disputes.

In such cases, the House of Representatives steps in to decide the outcome, following the
procedures outlined above. Again, the threshold here is a majority of state delegations, not
a specific fractional vote like five-eighths or two-thirds.

Supermajority in the Context of Constitutional
Amendments

While the electoral process does not require a supermajority, constitutional
amendments—such as those expanding voting rights—often do. For example:

- Two-thirds of Congress: Required to propose amendments.
- Three-fourths of states: Needed to ratify amendments.

These processes demonstrate the importance of supermajorities in constitutional law but
are separate from the electoral vote thresholds.

---

Summary of the Correct Threshold for
Presidential Selection

Based on constitutional provisions, legal statutes, and historical practice, the key
takeaways are:

- The President is elected by an absolute majority of electoral votes, which is at least 270
out of 538.
- Neither Five-eighths nor Two-thirds of the electoral votes are standard or required
thresholds for selecting the President.
- In cases where no candidate achieves this majority, the House of Representatives elects
the President, with each state delegation casting one vote—a different process altogether.

Therefore, the correct answer to the initial question is that the President is selected by a
simple majority—more than half—of the electoral votes, not by five-eighths or two-thirds.



---

Conclusion: The Essence of Electoral Majority

The specific thresholds embedded in American constitutional law revolve around a simple
majority—more than 50%—of electoral votes to elect the President. This system ensures
that the elected leader commands broad electoral support, maintaining the legitimacy and
stability of the presidency. While supermajority thresholds like two-thirds or five-eighths
are critical in other constitutional processes, they do not govern the initial electoral vote
for President.

Understanding these nuances helps appreciate the robustness of the American electoral
system, designed to balance direct democratic influence with federal oversight, and to
safeguard against narrow victories that lack widespread support. Whether through
popular votes, electoral votes, or legislative decisions in exceptional circumstances, the
core principle remains: the presidency is secured by a majority, ensuring the legitimacy of
the highest office in the nation.

---

In summary: The President can be selected by more than half of the votes of the Electoral
College, which is the standard constitutional threshold—not by five-eighths or two-thirds.
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