
What Is Lincolns Purpose In The Following

Paragraph?Before Proceeding, Let Me Say I Think I

Have No Prejudice

Introduction: Understanding the Context of Lincoln’s

Statement

When examining the statement, "What Is Lincoln’s Purpose In The Following Paragraph? Before

Proceeding, Let Me Say I Think I Have No Prejudice," it becomes essential to analyze both the

language and the implied intent behind these words. The phrase appears to introduce a piece of

writing or speech, with Lincoln explicitly addressing his own biases upfront. This approach raises

questions about his purpose: Is he attempting to establish credibility, demonstrate honesty, or shape

the reader’s perception of his perspective? To fully grasp Lincoln’s purpose, we need to delve into the

historical context, the rhetorical strategies employed, and the significance of his declaration of

impartiality.

Historical and Philosophical Context of Lincoln’s Statement

The Significance of Lincoln’s Era

Abraham Lincoln, the 16th President of the United States, led the nation through its Civil War era, a

period marked by intense ideological divisions and moral debates. During this time, issues of slavery,

equality, and national unity were at the forefront. In such a charged atmosphere, Lincoln’s words often



carried profound weight, and his statements reflected his attempt to navigate complex social and

political terrains.

The Role of Self-Disclosure and Honesty in Lincoln’s Rhetoric

Lincoln’s declaration of having no prejudice can be seen as an effort to establish honesty and

transparency with his audience. By openly acknowledging his own potential biases, he aims to build

trust and demonstrate moral integrity. This approach aligns with the broader rhetorical strategy of

ethos, where the speaker seeks to establish credibility and moral authority.

The Purpose Behind Lincoln’s Explicit Statement of Impartiality

Building Trust and Credibility

One of Lincoln’s primary purposes in making such a statement is to foster trust with his audience. By

stating, "I think I have no prejudice," Lincoln attempts to reassure listeners or readers that his

judgments are fair and untainted by personal biases. In a time of societal upheaval, this assertion

becomes a vital tool to persuade others of his objectivity and moral uprightness.

Preempting Criticism and Bias

Lincoln may also be preemptively addressing potential criticisms. By acknowledging his own lack of

prejudice, he aims to prevent opponents from accusing him of partiality or unfairness. This preemptive

strategy serves to strengthen his moral standing and position him as an impartial arbiter in contentious

debates.



Setting a Moral and Ethical Tone

The statement sets a tone of humility and honesty, emphasizing that Lincoln values truthfulness. It

prepares the audience to accept his subsequent arguments or perspectives as rooted in fairness,

fostering a moral authority that can influence public opinion and policy.

Analyzing Lincoln’s Rhetorical Strategy

Use of Self-Disclosure

Lincoln openly admits to having no prejudice, which humanizes him and makes his speech more

relatable.

This transparency aims to reduce skepticism and enhance his moral credibility.

Appeal to Ethos

By asserting his moral integrity, Lincoln appeals to ethos, convincing his audience that he is

trustworthy and honest. This is especially important in political discourse, where perceptions of fairness

can influence policy acceptance.



Mitigation of Bias and Subjectivity

The declaration serves to mitigate doubts about his objectivity, positioning Lincoln as a fair judge and

leader committed to justice.

The Broader Implications of Lincoln’s Statement

Reflections on Human Fallibility and Moral Integrity

Lincoln’s candid admission highlights a recognition of human fallibility. By stating he has no prejudice,

he implicitly acknowledges that biases are common but also emphasizes his personal commitment to

fairness.

Influence on Public Perception and Leadership

This statement helps shape Lincoln’s image as a moral leader, someone who strives for impartiality

amidst societal divisions. It sets a standard for honesty and integrity that can inspire trust and loyalty

among constituents.

Connection to Lincoln’s Overall Philosophy

Throughout his speeches and writings, Lincoln consistently emphasized truth, justice, and moral virtue.

This statement aligns with his broader philosophy of leadership rooted in moral clarity and integrity.



Potential Interpretations and Critical Perspectives

Is Lincoln Truly Impartial?

While Lincoln states he has no prejudice, some critics might question whether complete impartiality is

possible or genuine. Human biases are often subconscious, and it is possible that Lincoln’s declaration

is a rhetorical strategy rather than a confession of absolute objectivity.

Strategic Use of Self-Declaration

Some scholars interpret Lincoln’s statement as a calculated move to position himself as an honest

broker, especially when addressing contentious issues like slavery and civil rights. It could be seen as

a way to preempt accusations and bolster his moral authority.

Impact on Audience Perception

The effectiveness of such a statement depends on the audience’s perception. Supporters might view it

as a sincere admission, while skeptics may see it as a rhetorical device.

Conclusion: The Core Purpose of Lincoln’s Statement

In sum, Lincoln’s explicit declaration of having no prejudice serves multiple intertwined purposes.

Primarily, it functions as a rhetorical device aimed at establishing moral credibility, building trust, and

preemptively defending against accusations of bias. It sets a tone of honesty and integrity, aligning



with his broader philosophical commitment to truth and justice. While some may question the absolute

sincerity of such a statement, its strategic value in shaping public perception and reinforcing his

leadership cannot be overstated. Ultimately, Lincoln’s purpose in making this declaration was to

position himself as a fair, trustworthy, and morally upright leader committed to the principles of justice

and equality, especially during one of the most tumultuous periods in American history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of Lincoln in the paragraph provided?

Lincoln's purpose appears to be to clarify that he holds no prejudice before proceeding with his

discussion or argument.

How does Lincoln establish his stance in the paragraph?

He explicitly states that he believes he has no prejudice, aiming to present himself as impartial and

open-minded.

Why does Lincoln mention having no prejudice before proceeding?

To reassure the audience of his objectivity and to preempt any doubts about bias influencing his

perspective.

What literary or rhetorical purpose does Lincoln serve by declaring his

lack of prejudice?

It serves to build trust with the audience and to position his forthcoming statements as fair and

unbiased.



How does Lincoln's statement about prejudice relate to the overall

tone or message of the paragraph?

It sets a tone of honesty and integrity, emphasizing that his arguments are based on reason rather

than bias.

In what way does Lincoln’s declaration influence the reader’s

perception of his argument?

It encourages the reader to view his argument as sincere and credible, free from prejudice or personal

bias.

Additional Resources

Lincoln's Purpose: An In-Depth Analysis of Its Role and Significance in the Given Paragraph

---

Introduction: Deciphering the Central Theme of Lincoln's

Purpose

The phrase "Lincoln's Purpose" in the provided paragraph invites a nuanced exploration into the

intentions, motivations, and underlying messages that Abraham Lincoln might have been conveying or

that are being interpreted by the author. Before delving into the specifics, it’s essential to understand

the context in which Lincoln's purpose is discussed, as well as the broader historical and philosophical

themes that surround his actions and statements.

In this analysis, we'll explore the multifaceted dimensions of Lincoln’s purpose, considering historical



context, rhetorical strategy, moral philosophy, and personal conviction. The paragraph hints at a

reflective stance—"Before Proceeding, Let Me Say I Think I Have No Prejudice"—which suggests that

the author aims to approach Lincoln's purpose objectively, possibly countering or affirming

preconceived notions.

---

Understanding the Context: Lincoln in History and Literature

Historical Background of Lincoln’s Leadership

- Presidential Role During the Civil War:

Lincoln served as the 16th President of the United States (1861–1865), overseeing the nation through

its most tumultuous period—the Civil War. His primary purpose was to preserve the Union and abolish

slavery.

- Key Policies and Actions:

- Emancipation Proclamation

- The Gettysburg Address

- The push for the 13th Amendment

- Philosophical Underpinnings:

Lincoln’s speeches and writings often reflect a deep commitment to democracy, equality, and moral

righteousness.

Literary and Rhetorical Significance of Lincoln’s Writings



- Lincoln’s speeches are studied for their rhetorical mastery, moral clarity, and persuasive power.

- His purpose often transcended mere political objectives, aiming at moral and ethical enlightenment.

---

Dissecting the Phrase: "What Is Lincoln's Purpose?"

Literal vs. Implied Meaning

- Literal Interpretation:

Asking for the explicit, observable goals Lincoln sought to achieve through his actions and words.

- Implied or Philosophical Interpretation:

Investigating the deeper, perhaps intangible, aims—such as moral truth, societal transformation, or

national unity.

Possible Dimensions of Lincoln's Purpose in the Paragraph

1. To Clarify Moral Intentions:

Lincoln often articulated a purpose rooted in moral justice—particularly the abolition of slavery and the

preservation of human dignity.

2. To Promote Unity and Reconciliation:

Even amidst conflict, Lincoln aimed to unify a fractured nation, emphasizing healing over revenge.

3. To Advocate for Democratic Principles:



His purpose was also to uphold the principles of democracy, liberty, and equality.

4. To Convey Personal Convictions:

Lincoln’s purpose sometimes reflected his personal beliefs and moral compass—his sense of duty and

justice.

5. To Influence Public Opinion and Policy:

His speeches were crafted to sway public sentiment and motivate legislative change.

---

Analyzing Lincoln's Purpose Through Key Speeches and

Writings

The Gettysburg Address

- Purpose:

To honor fallen soldiers, redefine the purpose of the Civil War, and articulate a vision for a nation

dedicated to equality.

- Core Message:

"Government of the people, by the people, for the people"—a call for national unity based on

democratic ideals.

- Implication for Lincoln’s Purpose:

It underscores his aim to reinforce the moral and ideological foundation of the Union.



The Emancipation Proclamation

- Purpose:

To abolish slavery in Confederate states, weaken the Confederacy, and redefine the Civil War as a

moral crusade against slavery.

- Underlying Goal:

To align the war effort with moral justice, making the abolition of slavery a central aim.

The 1864 Second Inaugural Address

- Purpose:

To promote reconciliation, acknowledge the nation's suffering, and set a moral tone for reconstruction.

- Key Themes:

Forgiveness, humility, and the moral necessity of ending slavery.

- Lincoln's Purpose:

To inspire healing while maintaining moral resolve.

---

Philosophical and Moral Dimensions of Lincoln’s Purpose

Lincoln’s View on Morality and Justice

- Lincoln believed in a moral universe where justice ultimately prevails; his purpose was often aligned



with moral truth.

- He saw slavery as fundamentally unjust, and his purpose was to eradicate it.

Purpose as a Moral Compass

- Lincoln’s speeches and policies reflect a moral conviction—his purpose was to advance justice,

equality, and human dignity.

- His purpose was not merely political expediency but rooted in a profound sense of ethical

responsibility.

Purpose and Personal Conviction

- Lincoln’s personal beliefs about human equality deeply influenced his purpose.

- His purpose was intertwined with his identity as a moral leader committed to the principles of liberty

and justice.

---

Analyzing the Author’s Perspective and the Statement "Before

Proceeding, Let Me Say I Think I Have No Prejudice"



The Significance of Declaring No Prejudice

- Indicates an intention to approach Lincoln’s purpose objectively, without bias.

- Suggests a desire for fairness, open-mindedness, and critical analysis.

Implications for Interpreting Lincoln’s Purpose

- The author seeks to understand Lincoln’s purpose on its own terms, avoiding preconceived notions.

- Encourages readers to consider Lincoln’s actions and words through a moral and historical lens, free

from bias.

The Challenge of Objective Analysis in Historical Context

- Recognizing that all interpretations are influenced by contemporary values and personal beliefs.

- The importance of transparency in one's perspective to achieve a balanced understanding.

---

What Is Lincoln’s Purpose in the Broader Societal and Ethical

Context?



Purpose as a Catalyst for Change

- Lincoln’s purpose was to catalyze societal transformation—ending slavery, promoting equality, and

strengthening democracy.

Purpose as a Moral Leadership Model

- His leadership exemplifies the importance of moral clarity and conviction in guiding national destiny.

Purpose in Legacy and Historical Memory

- Lincoln’s purpose continues to influence debates on justice, equality, and governance.

- His purpose is reflected in the enduring values he espoused, shaping American identity.

---

Conclusion: The Multifaceted Nature of Lincoln's Purpose

In sum, "Lincoln’s Purpose" encompasses a complex interplay of moral, political, and philosophical

goals. It reflects his desire to preserve the Union, abolish slavery, promote democratic principles, and

uphold moral justice. His speeches, policies, and personal convictions reveal a leader driven by a

profound sense of moral duty and a vision for a more equitable nation.

The paragraph’s mention of approaching Lincoln’s purpose with an absence of prejudice underscores

the importance of objective analysis—recognizing the richness of his intentions while remaining aware

of personal biases. Understanding Lincoln’s purpose requires examining his words, actions, and the



moral framework that guided him, as well as the historical circumstances that shaped his decisions.

Ultimately, Lincoln’s purpose was not static but evolved, reflecting a leader committed to moral

progress, national unity, and the enduring ideals of liberty and equality. His purpose continues to

resonate today, serving as a moral compass and a testament to the power of principled leadership in

shaping history.

---

In conclusion, Lincoln’s purpose was multifaceted—rooted in moral conviction, political necessity, and a

vision for societal transformation. By approaching this purpose objectively, free from prejudice, we gain

a deeper appreciation of his legacy and the enduring relevance of his leadership principles.
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