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The short story "The Strangers That Came To Town" explores profound themes of human
nature, societal judgment, and the complexities of morality. As a timeless piece of
literature, it invites readers to reflect on how fear, suspicion, and societal pressures
influence individual and collective behavior. In this comprehensive analysis, we will delve
into the central themes of the story, examining how they interplay to deliver a powerful
message about human psychology and social dynamics. By understanding these themes,
readers gain insight into not only the narrative but also the broader implications about
society and human nature.

Overview of "The Strangers That Came To Town"

Before exploring the themes, it’s essential to understand the story’s plot and setting. "The
Strangers That Came To Town" is a short story that centers around a small, seemingly
peaceful community confronted by the sudden arrival of outsiders. The townspeople’s
reactions range from curiosity to suspicion, ultimately revealing their underlying fears and
prejudices. The story is set in a typical rural community, which acts as a microcosm of
larger society, making its themes universally relatable.

The narrative unfolds as the townspeople grapple with questions about the strangers'
intentions, origins, and morality. Their reactions—ranging from welcoming to
hostile—serve as a mirror to human tendencies when faced with the unfamiliar. The
story’s climax reveals the tragic consequences of societal intolerance and the dangers of
pre-judgment.

Core Themes in "The Strangers That Came To
Town"

1. Fear of the Unknown

One of the most prominent themes in the story is the fear of the unfamiliar. The arrival of



strangers in a close-knit community triggers anxiety among the townspeople. This fear
manifests in suspicion, gossip, and ultimately hostility. The story illustrates how fear of the
unknown can lead to irrational behavior, often resulting in harm to those who are
different.

Key points about this theme include:

- The initial curiosity about the strangers quickly turns into suspicion.

- The townspeople project their fears onto the outsiders, imagining worst-case scenarios.
- Fear acts as a catalyst for prejudice and discrimination.

This theme underscores a universal truth: humans often fear what they do not understand,
and this fear can be destructive.

2. Prejudice and Societal Judgment

Prejudice is a central theme in the story, highlighting how societal judgments are often
based on superficial impressions rather than facts. The townspeople judge the strangers
solely on their appearance, accentuating stereotypes and biases.

Important aspects of this theme include:

- Quick formation of opinions without evidence.

- Marginalization of outsiders based on preconceived notions.
- The destructive impact of societal judgment on individuals.

The story demonstrates that prejudice can lead to unjust treatment and tragic outcomes,
emphasizing the importance of open-mindedness.

3. Morality and Human Nature

The narrative probes the moral compass of the community and, by extension, human
nature itself. The townspeople’s reactions reveal their innate tendencies toward suspicion,
fear, and sometimes cruelty.

Key considerations:

- How moral values influence societal reactions.

- The ease with which community members justify harmful actions.
- The contrast between individual morality and collective behavior.

The story prompts reflection on whether morality is innate or shaped by societal
pressures.

Symbolism and Literary Devices Enhancing
Themes



Use of Symbols

The story employs various symbols to underscore its themes:

- The Strangers symbolize the unknown and societal fears.

- The Town represents society at large, a microcosm reflecting broader human tendencies.
- The Arrival signifies change, disruption, and the challenge to societal norms.

Literary Techniques

The author uses specific literary devices to deepen the thematic impact:

- Foreshadowing hints at the tragic outcome, emphasizing the destructive power of
prejudice.

- Irony accentuates the contrast between appearance and reality, highlighting societal
hypocrisy.

- Dialogue reveals character biases and societal attitudes, making the themes more
palpable.

Implications of the Themes in Modern Society

While "The Strangers That Came To Town" is set in a rural context, its themes remain
highly relevant today. The story serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of prejudice
and fear of the unknown. In contemporary society, issues such as immigration, cultural
diversity, and racial discrimination echo the themes depicted.

How these themes relate to modern issues:

- Fear of immigrants and refugees mirrors the suspicion of strangers in the story.
- Prejudiced attitudes persist across societies, often fueled by misinformation.

- Community reactions to change highlight societal resistance to diversity.

Recognizing these parallels encourages readers to challenge their own biases and promote
understanding.

Lessons and Moral Takeaways

The story’s enduring relevance is rooted in its moral lessons:

- Embrace curiosity over suspicion when encountering the unfamiliar.

- Recognize and challenge societal prejudices.

- Understand that fear often clouds judgment, leading to injustice.

- Realize that societal harmony depends on compassion and open-mindedness.



Conclusion: The Lasting Power of the Story’s
Themes

"The Strangers That Came To Town" masterfully explores themes that are universal and
timeless. Its portrayal of fear, prejudice, and morality serves as a mirror reflecting human
nature and societal dynamics. By examining these themes, readers are encouraged to
reflect on their own perceptions and behaviors, fostering greater empathy and
understanding. The story’s enduring significance lies in its ability to provoke thought
about how communities, and individuals within them, respond to the unfamiliar—a lesson
that remains vital across generations.

Summary of Key Points

- The central theme revolves around fear of the unknown and societal prejudice.

- The story uses symbolism and literary devices to underscore its messages.

- Its themes are highly relevant to contemporary social issues.

- Moral lessons emphasize compassion, open-mindedness, and the dangers of pre-
judgment.

By understanding the themes in "The Strangers That Came To Town," readers can
appreciate its profound insights into human behavior and societal functioning, making it a
powerful piece for reflection and discussion.

If you want to explore more stories that explore human nature and social themes, consider
reading other classic short stories that challenge societal perceptions and provoke
thoughtful discussion.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Strangers That Came
To Town'?

The central theme explores the destructive impact of prejudice and suspicion on a
community when outsiders arrive, highlighting how fear and intolerance can lead to
tragedy.

How does the story depict the townspeople's reaction to
the strangers?

The townspeople quickly become suspicious and hostile towards the strangers, driven by
fear of the unknown, which ultimately results in violence and tragedy.



What message does the story convey about judging
others based on appearances?

The story emphasizes that judging others hastily and based on superficial perceptions can
lead to misunderstandings and wrongful accusations, often with tragic consequences.

How does the story reflect themes of xenophobia and
societal prejudice?

The story illustrates how fear of outsiders can foster xenophobia and prejudice, causing
communities to turn against strangers without just cause.

What is the significance of the story's ending?

The ending underscores the senselessness of prejudice, showing how the townspeople's
unfounded fears result in innocent lives being lost, serving as a cautionary tale.

In what ways does the story comment on the dangers of
mob mentality?

The story demonstrates how collective fear and suspicion can lead individuals to act
irrationally and violently, emphasizing the destructive power of mob mentality.

Why is 'The Strangers That Came To Town' considered a
relevant commentary today?

The story remains relevant as it addresses issues of prejudice, fear of the unknown, and
intolerance—challenges that continue to affect societies worldwide.

Additional Resources
What Is The Theme To The Strangers That Came To Town?

The short story "The Strangers That Came To Town", available through classicshorts.com,
is a compelling narrative that invites readers to explore complex themes surrounding
societal perception, innocence, deception, and the fragility of trust. As a quintessential
piece of short fiction, its layered narrative and nuanced characterizations serve as fertile
ground for thematic analysis. This investigation aims to dissect the story's central themes,
examining how they intertwine to create a thought-provoking reflection on human nature
and community dynamics.



Introduction: Context and Overview of the Story

Published in the early 20th century, "The Strangers That Came To Town" narrates an
incident in a small, seemingly tranquil community that is suddenly disrupted by the arrival
of unfamiliar individuals. Despite their outward appearances, these strangers evoke
suspicion and fear among the townspeople. The story's brevity belies its depth, offering an
allegorical commentary on society's response to the unknown. Its timeless relevance lies
in its exploration of how communities confront outsiders and the underlying assumptions
that influence their reactions.

Core Themes of the Story

The story's richness stems from its layered themes. Below, we explore the primary
thematic elements that define its narrative and philosophical undertones.

1. Fear of the Unknown and Xenophobia

One of the most prominent themes is the community’s instinctual fear of outsiders. The
arrival of strangers triggers suspicion, even without concrete evidence of threat. This
reaction reflects a broader societal tendency to fear what is unfamiliar, often leading to
prejudice and exclusion.

- Illustration in the story: The townspeople quickly judge the newcomers based on
superficial attributes, such as their appearance or accent.

- Broader implications: The story prompts readers to consider how fear of the unfamiliar
can distort perception and foster societal division.

2. The Illusion of Safety and the Fragility of Trust

The story underscores how tightly-knit communities often rely on their collective sense of
safety, which becomes vulnerable when outsiders arrive. The townspeople’s trust is
superficial; their sense of security is based on assumptions rather than facts.

- [llustration in the story: The community's initial hospitality turns into suspicion, revealing
the fragile veneer of trust.

- Broader implications: It raises questions about how trust is maintained and what
happens when it is broken or tested by external factors.

3. Innocence and Its Vulnerability



The story examines the theme of innocence, especially how it can be exploited or lost
amidst fear and prejudice.

- [llustration in the story: The strangers’ innocence may be genuine, yet the community’s
perception perceives them as threatening.

- Broader implications: It invites reflection on how innocence is perceived and the
consequences of misjudging those who are unfamiliar.

4. Deception and Appearance versus Reality

A recurring motif is the discrepancy between appearance and reality. The strangers’
outward demeanor may not match their true intentions, highlighting the superficial
judgments made by the community.

- [llustration in the story: The townspeople judge the strangers based on surface traits,
ignoring deeper truths.

- Broader implications: This theme encourages critical examination of assumptions and the
importance of discernment.

5. The Power of Community Narratives and Rumors

The story demonstrates how community stories and rumors can shape perceptions, often
without factual basis.

- [llustration in the story: The spread of suspicion among the townspeople amplifies fear
and leads to collective action.

- Broader implications: It emphasizes the influence of collective narratives in shaping
societal attitudes and behaviors.

Deeper Analysis: Symbolism and Allegory

Beyond surface themes, the story employs symbolism and allegory to deepen its message.

Symbols of the Strangers

The strangers symbolize the broader concept of the "other"—individuals or groups
perceived as different or threatening.

- Potential interpretations:
- Outsiders in society or foreigners in a global context.
- The unknown aspects of human nature or internal fears.



- The societal tendency to distrust those who do not conform to local norms.

Community as a Microcosm

The small town serves as a microcosm for larger societal structures, illustrating universal
reactions to external threats.

- Implication: The story reflects how societal cohesion can be fragile and susceptible to
disruption when faced with perceived outsiders.

Allegory of Human Nature

The narrative may act as an allegory for innate human tendencies toward suspicion, fear,
and prejudice, revealing the darker side of societal behavior.

Implications and Relevance to Contemporary
Society

Though set in an unspecified time, "The Strangers That Came To Town" resonates deeply
with modern issues.

Modern Parallels

- Immigration and Refugee Crises: Communities often react with suspicion toward
newcomers, echoing the story’s themes.

- Globalization: Increased interaction across cultures can evoke fear and
misunderstanding.

- Social Media and Rumor Propagation: The rapid spread of misinformation can lead to
collective hysteria, paralleling the community’s reaction in the story.

Lessons for Society

- Recognize the dangers of prejudgment based on superficial traits.
- Promote understanding and dialogue to bridge societal divides.
- Question assumptions and seek deeper truths beyond appearances.



Conclusion: The Timeless Message of the Story

"The Strangers That Came To Town" encapsulates a universal truth: communities, and by
extension societies, are often quick to judge and slow to trust when faced with the
unfamiliar. Its themes of fear, innocence, deception, and the power of collective narratives
are as relevant today as they were when the story was written. The narrative challenges
readers to reflect on their own perceptions and biases, urging a more empathetic and
discerning approach to outsiders or unfamiliar circumstances.

By examining the story’s themes, symbols, and allegorical layers, it becomes apparent that
"The Strangers That Came To Town" is not merely a tale about a small community’s
reaction but a mirror reflecting the human condition. It reminds us that fear of the
unknown can lead to misunderstandings and that true safety lies in understanding and
openness rather than suspicion.

In essence, the theme of the story revolves around the fragile nature of trust in the face of
fear and the importance of looking beyond appearances to understand the true nature of
others. It serves as a timeless cautionary tale about the perils of prejudice and the
enduring need for empathy in human interactions.
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