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Preparing for a flight involves meticulous planning, and one of the most critical components of that
planning is obtaining accurate and comprehensive weather information. When pilots contact a weather
briefing facility, the way they communicate can significantly influence the quality and completeness of the
information received. Properly stating your intentions, aircraft details, and specific information needs
ensures that the briefing is tailored to your flight and reduces the chances of missing vital weather
considerations. In this article, we will explore what pilots should say when calling a weather briefing

facility, emphasizing clarity, precision, and professionalism to enhance preflight planning.

Understanding the Importance of Effective Communication with
Weather Briefing Facilities

Before diving into what pilots should state during a weather briefing call, it is essential to understand why

effective communication is fundamental.

Ensuring Accurate and Relevant Weather Data

Weather briefing facilities are equipped with the latest data sources, but they rely on the information
provided by pilots to tailor their briefings. Clear communication helps them understand your specific needs,

route, and aircraft performance, which allows for more precise and relevant weather information.

Reducing Flight Risks

Incomplete or vague information can lead to overlooked weather hazards such as thunderstorms,
turbulence, icing, or low visibility conditions. By stating your details accurately, you help ensure that all

potential risks are addressed during the briefing.



Legal and Safety Considerations

Regulations and safety protocols emphasize the importance of obtaining a comprehensive weather briefing

before flight. Proper communication ensures compliance and enhances overall safety.

What Pilots Should State When Calling a Weather Briefing
Facility

To maximize the benefits of a weather briefing, pilots should follow a structured approach when initiating
the call. The key elements to include are aircraft information, route details, purpose of the flight, and

specific weather concerns.

1. Identify Yourself Clearly and Professionally

Start the conversation with your full name, call sign, and aircraft identification. This establishes your

identity and ensures the briefer can access your flight plan or previous briefings if needed.
Example:

"Good morning, this is Captain John Smith, calling from N123AB, planning a flight to Denver International
Airport."

2. State Your Intended Departure Point and Destination

Clearly specify your departure airport, route, and intended destination to help the briefer tailor the

weather information accordingly.
Example:

"l am departing from Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) heading to Denver International Airport
(DEN)."

3. Provide Your Scheduled Departure Time and Date

Timing is crucial, as weather can change rapidly. Giving your planned departure time and date allows the

briefer to provide the most relevant forecast data.



Example:

"] plan to depart at 0900 Zulu on August 15."

4. Describe the Nature and Purpose of Your Flight

Indicate whether the flight is commercial, private, cross-country, or for specific purposes such as training or

positioning. This can influence the depth of the briefing provided.

Example:

"This is a private cross-country flight for personal travel."

5. Specify Aircraft Details and Performance Capabilities

Providing aircraft type, weight, and relevant performance data helps the briefer suggest suitable routing,

altitudes, and potential weather hazards.

Details to include:
e Aircraft type and model (e.g., Cessna 172)
e Maximum cruising altitude

e Known limitations or equipment (e.g., equipped with GPS, IFR certified)

Example:
"My aircraft is a Cessna 172 with a maximum cruising altitude of 10,000 feet, IFR certified, equipped with
GPS."

6. Clearly State Your Routing and Alternate Plans

If you have a planned route or alternate airports, mention them so the briefer can provide weather info for

all relevant segments.

Example:
"My primary route is direct LAX to DEN via Victor 65, with an alternate plan to divert to Salt Lake City
(SLC) if necessary."



7. Highlight Specific Weather Concerns or Questions

Be explicit about particular weather phenomena you are concerned about or need clarification on, such as

turbulence, icing, thunderstorms, or wind conditions.

Examples:
e "Can you provide details on any thunderstorms or turbulence along the route?"
e "What are the current icing conditions expected at cruising altitudes?"

¢ "Are there any wind shear advisories or strong crosswinds forecasted at departure or arrival

airports?”

Additional Tips for Communicating Effectively During Weather
Briefings

Effective communication extends beyond stating your information; it involves active listening and follow-

up questions.

1. Use Clear and Concise Language

Avoid jargon or ambiguous terms; be direct and specific.

Example:
Instead of saying, “Is it bad up there?” say, “Are there significant turbulence or icing conditions expected at

8,000 feet along my route?”

2. Take Notes During the Briefing

Document key points, weather advisories, or warnings provided during the call.



3. Ask Clarifying Questions

If any information is unclear, do not hesitate to ask for elaboration.

Example:

“Could you clarify the forecast for thunderstorms between 10,000 and 15,000 feet?”

4. Confirm Understanding

Repeat critical information to ensure mutual understanding.

Example:
“So, to confirm, the weather along the route is generally VFR with isolated thunderstorms after 1500 Z,

and wind at destination is forecasted to be 15 knots crosswind?”

Conclusion: The Key to a Successful Weather Briefing Call

When telephoning a weather briefing facility for preflight weather information, pilots should approach the
call with preparedness, clarity, and professionalism. Starting with a clear identification of your aircraft,
route, timing, and intentions sets the foundation for a comprehensive briefing. Providing specific details
about your aircraft capabilities and routing allows the briefer to tailor information accurately, enhancing

safety and situational awareness.

By explicitly stating your weather concerns and asking targeted questions, pilots can address potential
hazards proactively. Active listening, note-taking, and clarifying uncertainties further improve the quality
of the briefing. Ultimately, effective communication with weather briefing facilities is a vital component of

responsible preflight planning, helping pilots make informed decisions and ensuring a safe and efficient

flight.

Remember, a well-structured and clear communication when calling a weather briefing facility can be the
difference between a smooth flight and unforeseen weather-related challenges. Always approach these calls

with professionalism and attention to detail—your safety depends on it.

Frequently Asked Questions



When telephoning a weather briefing facility for preflight weather
information, what should pilots state first?

Pilots should identify themselves clearly, including their name and flight identification or aircraft call sign.

‘What specific information should pilots provide when requesting

preflight weather briefing?

Pilots should state their planned route, departure point, destination, and proposed departure time.

How should pilots specify the type of weather information they need
during a preflight briefing?

Pilots should clearly specify if they need current weather, forecast, NOTAMSs, or other relevant data for

their route and destination.

When requesting preflight weather information, what details about the

aircraft should pilots mention?

Pilots should state the aircraft type, equipment, and any relevant performance data that may affect the

weather considerations.

What is the proper way for pilots to request updates or additional
weather information during a preflight call?

Pilots should explicitly ask for any updates or additional data they require, specifying the types of

information needed.

When communicating with a weather briefing facility, what should

pilots do after stating their request?

Pilots should listen carefully to the information provided, ask clarifying questions if needed, and confirm

understanding.

What is an essential phrase pilots should use to indicate they are ready to

receive the weather briefing?

Pilots should say, 'Request weather briefing for [route/destination],’ or similar clear phrasing to initiate the

call.



Why is it important for pilots to clearly state their intentions and route

when requesting preflight weather information?

Clear communication ensures the briefing facility can provide accurate, relevant weather data tailored to

the pilot’s planned flight, enhancing safety.

Additional Resources
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Introduction

Preflight weather briefings are a critical component of flight planning, ensuring safety, efficiency, and
compliance with regulatory requirements. When pilots call a weather briefing facility—be it Flight
Service Stations (FSS), Automated Weather Broadcasts, or other sources—they must communicate clearly
and effectively to acquire comprehensive and relevant weather information. The cornerstone of a
productive briefing lies in what the pilot states during the call. Properly articulating your request not only

facilitates accurate and timely information but also demonstrates professionalism and preparedness.

This detailed review explores the essential elements pilots should articulate when calling a weather
briefing facility, emphasizing the importance of clarity, completeness, and precision. By understanding
what to say and how to structure your request, pilots can maximize the value of preflight weather

briefings, mitigate risks, and ensure a smooth flight operation.

The Importance of Effective Communication During Weather

Briefings

Effective communication is fundamental to obtaining accurate weather information. When calling a
weather briefing facility, what you say can influence the quality and scope of the data provided. Vague or
incomplete requests may lead to missing critical weather phenomena, delays, or misinterpretations, which

can compromise safety.



Key reasons why precise stateings matter include:

- Ensuring relevance: Tailoring the briefing to your specific flight.
- Avoiding misunderstandings: Clarifying your needs minimizes errors.
- Saving time: Clear requests lead to quicker, more comprehensive responses.

- Enhancing safety: Accurate weather data supports informed decision-making.

Core Elements to State When Calling a Weather Briefing
Facility

When initiating a weather briefing call, pilots should systematically include essential information and

explicitly state what they need. Below are the critical components of what should be conveyed:

1. Identify Yourself Clearly

- Provide your full name and pilot certificate number if required.
- State your call sign or aircraft identification.

- Specify the type of operation (e.g., IFR, VFR, student, commercial).

Example:
_"Good morning, this is Captain John Doe, pilot of N123AB, requesting a preflight weather briefing for a
VFR flight."_

2. Specify the Exact Flight Details

- Departure Point: Airport or location of departure.

- Destination: Intended arrival airport or route.

- Route of Flight: Enroute waypoints, airways, or corridors.

- Scheduled Departure Time: Exact or approximate time of departure.

- Estimated Flight Duration: Approximate time enroute.

Example:
_"I plan to depart from XYZ Airport at 0800 Zulu, heading to ABC Airport via V123 airway."_



3. Clearly State the Type of Weather Information Needed

- Are you seeking general weather overview?
- Do you need specific data such as surface conditions, wind, visibility, or ceilings?
- Are you requesting forecast information?

- Do you require adverse weather alerts or sigmets?
Example:

_"Please provide current METAR and TAF for XYZ and ABC airports, along with any significant weather

advisories."_

4. Highlight Specific Weather Phenomena or Concerns

- Turbulence, icing, thunderstorms, wind shear.
- Low ceilings, fog, or reduced visibility.
- Mountain obscuration, crosswinds, or other local phenomena.

- Any known weather hazards along the route.

Example:

_"I am particularly concerned about possible thunderstorms along the route between 1000 and 1400 Z."_

5. Request for Enroute and Destination Weather Updates

- Clarify whether you need current conditions or forecasted conditions.

- Specify if you want any updates during the flight if available.
Example:

_"Could you also provide updates on enroute weather conditions or any significant changes expected before

my departure?’_

6. Ask About NOTAMs and Other Notices

- Important for flight safety, especially for airport closures, runway conditions, or temporary restrictions.

Example:

_"Please include any relevant NOTAMs or temporary flight restrictions that may affect my route."_



7. Clarify Your Level of Experience and Intentions

- If you are a VFR pilot, request information relevant to VFR conditions.
- For IFR flights, specify your clearance needs.

- Indicate if you are a student pilot or flying under specific operational constraints.

Example:

_"As a VFR pilot, I need to ensure ceilings are above 3,000 feet and visibility at least 5 miles."_

Additional Considerations for Effective Communication

8. Use Standardized Phraseology

- Employ recognized aviation phraseology to avoid ambiguity.

- Use correct terminology for weather phenomena, altitudes, and procedures.

9. Be Concise but Complete

- Provide sufficient detail without overwhelming the dispatcher.

- Focus on information relevant to safety and flight planning.

10. Confirm Understanding and Clarify if Necessary

- Ask the dispatcher to repeat critical information if unsure.

- Confirm any advisories, warnings, or unusual conditions.

Example:
_"Could you confirm that the TAF indicates VFR conditions at ABC Airport through 1800 Z?"_



Sample Script for a Weather Briefing Call

To illustrate, here is a comprehensive example of what a pilot might say:

_"Good morning, this is Captain Jane Smith, pilot of N456XY. I'm planning a VFR flight from DEF Airport
to GHI Airport, departing around 0900 Zulu today. I will be flying along the V123 airway, with an
estimated duration of 2 hours. I'd like a weather briefing including current METARs and TAFs for both
airports, as well as enroute weather conditions, including wind, visibility, and any significant weather
phenomena. Please advise on any NOTAMSs or weather advisories that could impact my flight, especially
regarding turbulence or low ceilings. Also, if there are any updates during my flight, I would appreciate

that information. Thank you."_

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

While knowing what to state is critical, pilots should also be aware of common mistakes to avoid:

- Being too vague or generic: Instead of saying "Give me the weather," specify what aspects are vital to
your flight.

- Not providing route details: Without route info, the dispatcher cannot tailor the briefing accurately.

- Ignoring the importance of NOTAMs: Weather is critical, but so are temporary restrictions or hazards.

- Failing to confirm understanding: Always repeat back or clarify critical data received.

Conclusion

In summary, when telephoning a weather briefing facility for preflight weather information, pilots should
articulate a clear, detailed, and precise request. Essential elements include proper identification, specific
flight details, targeted weather information needs, and any particular concerns or hazards. Employing
standardized phraseology, being concise yet comprehensive, and confirming understanding are best

practices that enhance the quality of the briefing.

By mastering what to say and how to communicate effectively, pilots can significantly improve their
situational awareness, make informed decisions, and ensure safety throughout their flight. Remember, a
well-structured request not only streamlines the briefing process but also demonstrates professionalism and

preparedness—key qualities of responsible pilots.



In essence, the key to a successful preflight weather briefing call is clarity, specificity, and professionalism.
Ensure your communication covers all critical aspects, and always verify the information received. This
approach will help you gather the most relevant and accurate weather data, paving the way for a safe and

efficient flight.
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