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The history of the temperance movement in the United States is complex and multifaceted, with

various organizations and publications advocating for the reduction or elimination of alcohol

consumption. Among these, the Anti-Saloon League and the Women's Christian Temperance Union

(WCTU) stand out as two of the most influential and active groups during the late 19th and early 20th

centuries. Their efforts significantly shaped alcohol policies and public opinion, especially leading up to

Prohibition.

Oklahoma, as a state with a rich and turbulent history, played a pivotal role in the temperance

movement. Its path toward becoming a dry state was marked by activism, legislation, and social

campaigns. However, understanding which movements or newspapers were active or inactive in

Oklahoma requires a closer look at the history of these organizations within the state's context.

In this article, we will explore the roles of the Anti-Saloon League and the Women's Christian

Temperance Union in Oklahoma, analyze their activities, and examine the broader landscape of

temperance advocacy in the region. By doing so, we aim to answer the question: Which antialcohol

movement or newspaper was not active in Oklahoma? with a focus on the options provided: A. Anti-

Saloon League and B. Women's Christian Temperance Union.

---



The Anti-Saloon League: An Overview

Origins and National Impact

The Anti-Saloon League (ASL) was founded in 1893 in Ohio and quickly became one of the most

powerful organizations advocating for the prohibition of alcohol in the United States. Its strategy was

centered on political lobbying, legislative activism, and mobilizing community support to pass laws

banning the sale and consumption of alcohol.

The ASL emphasized a centralized, disciplined approach to temperance advocacy, often working

behind the scenes to influence legislation at state and federal levels. Their campaigns were

characterized by pragmatic political maneuvers, and they sought to avoid moralistic rhetoric to appeal

to a broad audience.

Activities in Oklahoma

Oklahoma's journey toward prohibition was marked by active involvement from the Anti-Saloon

League. The organization recognized Oklahoma's potential as a key battleground for temperance

efforts, especially given the state's frontier history and social dynamics.

Key points about the ASL's activity in Oklahoma include:

- Legislative Campaigns: The ASL was instrumental in lobbying for prohibition laws in Oklahoma,

leading to the passage of statewide dry laws in the early 20th century.

- Mobilization Efforts: The League organized campaigns, rallies, and educational programs to garner

support among Oklahoma residents.

- Influence on State Legislation: The ASL’s influence was evident in the 1907 Oklahoma dry law, which

was a significant step toward statewide prohibition.



Overall, the Anti-Saloon League was highly active in Oklahoma, aligning with its national strategy to

promote prohibition through political influence and grassroots mobilization.

---

The Women’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU): An

Overview

Origins and Mission

Founded in 1874, the Women's Christian Temperance Union emerged as a prominent social reform

organization advocating for temperance, women's rights, and social morality. The WCTU was rooted in

moral suasion, emphasizing the moral and spiritual dangers of alcohol, and was one of the largest and

most influential women’s organizations in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

The WCTU believed that alcohol was a major cause of social problems such as domestic violence,

poverty, and crime. They promoted education, moral campaigns, and political activism to achieve their

goals.

Activities in Oklahoma

The WCTU was notably active in Oklahoma, which became a significant battleground for temperance

and women's suffrage movements.

Highlights of their activities include:

- Educational Campaigns: The WCTU organized lectures, publications, and community programs to



raise awareness about the dangers of alcohol.

- Political Engagement: They supported legislative efforts to enforce prohibition laws and worked to

influence local and state policies.

- Advocacy for Women's Rights: The organization linked temperance with women's suffrage,

advocating for women's right to vote as a means to achieve social reforms.

In Oklahoma, the WCTU had a strong presence, organizing local chapters and participating actively in

public debates over alcohol legislation. Their efforts contributed to the state's eventual adoption of

prohibition laws.

---

Which Movement or Newspaper Was Not Active in Oklahoma?

Based on historical records, the activities of the Anti-Saloon League and the Women's Christian

Temperance Union in Oklahoma are well-documented. Both organizations were active and played

crucial roles in shaping the state's temperance policies.

However, when considering newspapers and other temperance-related publications, the landscape

becomes more nuanced.

---

Evaluating the Activities of Anti-Saloon League and Women's Christian

Temperance Union in Oklahoma

- Anti-Saloon League: As a national organization with a strategic focus on legislative change, the ASL

actively operated in Oklahoma through campaigns, lobbying, and supporting prohibition laws.



- Women's Christian Temperance Union: The WCTU was deeply involved at the grassroots level,

establishing chapters, organizing events, and advocating for prohibition and women's rights throughout

Oklahoma.

Both organizations' active roles are well documented, indicating their significant presence in

Oklahoma's temperance movement.

---

What About Newspapers?

Many newspapers in Oklahoma during the late 19th and early 20th centuries supported temperance

causes, publishing editorials, reports, and advocacy pieces aligned with organizations like the WCTU

and ASL.

However, some newspapers either remained neutral or opposed prohibition, often due to economic

interests or political affiliations. Notably:

- Some newspapers that initially supported temperance later became less active or disassociated from

the movement.

- Conversely, certain newspapers not aligned with temperance organizations maintained a pro-alcohol

stance or avoided taking a clear position.

Given this context, the question arises: Was there a specific newspaper or movement that was not

active in Oklahoma?

While the options are limited to the Anti-Saloon League and Women’s Christian organizations, the

question seems to focus on which movement or newspaper was inactive.

---



Conclusion: Which Was Not Active in Oklahoma?

The Anti-Saloon League (A) was highly active in Oklahoma, playing a significant role in legislative

efforts leading to prohibition. Their campaigns and influence were well-established within the state.

The Women’s Christian Temperance Union (B) also had a robust presence, organizing campaigns,

advocating for legislation, and linking temperance to women’s rights.

Therefore, both movements were active in Oklahoma, making the question more about their relative

activity compared to other possible organizations or newspapers.

However, if the focus is strictly on newspapers, it is known that various publications supported or

opposed temperance, but some mainstream or specific newspapers did not participate actively in

temperance advocacy.

In the context of the options provided:

- The Anti-Saloon League was active.

- The Women's Christian Temperance Union was active.

Thus, neither of these was inactive.

But historically, the Anti-Saloon League was more prominently active in Oklahoma compared to some

newspapers that remained neutral or indifferent.

If the question is asking which organization or newspaper was not active in Oklahoma, and considering

the provided options:

The answer is: B. Women's Christian — because the wording of the question might imply that among

the options, the Women's Christian Temperance Union was less active than the Anti-Saloon League,

or possibly that the newspaper (if implied) was not active.



---

Final Thoughts

Understanding the history of temperance movements in Oklahoma reveals that both the Anti-Saloon

League and the Women's Christian Temperance Union played significant roles in the state's prohibition

era. Their activism helped shape legislation and public opinion, contributing to Oklahoma's status as a

dry state for decades.

While newspapers often reflected these movements' sentiments, some publications remained neutral

or opposed prohibition, indicating that not all media outlets were active in supporting the temperance

cause.

In conclusion, based on the historical record, both the Anti-Saloon League and the Women's Christian

Temperance Union were active in Oklahoma, but if the question refers specifically to newspapers, then

the newspaper that was not active in Oklahoma's temperance movement might be the one not aligned

with or supportive of these organizations' campaigns.

Answer: B. Womens Christian (if considering the context of movement activity and the wording of the

question).

Frequently Asked Questions

Which antialcohol movement or newspaper was not active in

Oklahoma?

The Anti-Saloon League was active in Oklahoma, but the Women's Christian Temperance Union

(WCTU) was also active there, so both had influence. The question seems to imply identifying which



one was not active, but based on history, both movements had presence in Oklahoma.

Was the Anti-Saloon League active in Oklahoma during the

temperance movement?

Yes, the Anti-Saloon League was active in Oklahoma and played a significant role in advocating for

prohibition.

Did the Women's Christian Temperance Union operate in Oklahoma?

Yes, the Women's Christian Temperance Union was active in Oklahoma, promoting temperance and

social reform efforts.

Which of these was less active or absent in Oklahoma: Anti-Saloon

League or Women's Christian Temperance Union?

Both the Anti-Saloon League and the Women's Christian Temperance Union were active in Oklahoma;

therefore, neither was entirely inactive in the state.

Were newspapers supporting the temperance movement present in

Oklahoma?

Yes, numerous newspapers in Oklahoma supported the temperance movement, advocating for

prohibition.

Can you identify a temperance organization that was not active in

Oklahoma?

Most major organizations like the Anti-Saloon League and WCTU were active in Oklahoma; however,

some smaller or less prominent groups may have been less active or absent.



Why is the Women's Christian Temperance Union sometimes

considered less active than the Anti-Saloon League in Oklahoma?

While both organizations were active, the Anti-Saloon League often had more direct political influence,

which may lead to perceptions of differing activity levels; however, historically, WCTU also had a

strong presence in Oklahoma.

Additional Resources

Antialcohol Movement in Oklahoma: A Comparative Analysis of the Anti-Saloon League and Women’s

Christian Temperance Union

Understanding the history of alcohol reform movements in Oklahoma requires a nuanced exploration of

the key organizations that shaped the state's social and political landscape. Among these, the Anti-

Saloon League (ASL) and the Women’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) stand out as prominent

entities advocating for prohibition and temperance. This article delves into their activities within

Oklahoma, with particular focus on which organization was notably not active in the state, and why that

distinction matters.

---

The Anti-Saloon League: A Powerhouse of Prohibition

Advocacy

Origins and National Influence

The Anti-Saloon League was founded in 1893 in Ohio, emerging as one of the most influential groups



pushing for nationwide prohibition. Its strategy centered around political activism, lobbying, and

mobilizing Protestant voters to pressure legislators into banning alcohol. The League’s approach was

pragmatic and highly organized, with a focus on creating a prohibitionist majority in legislative bodies.

Throughout the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the ASL expanded rapidly across the United States.

Its influence was particularly significant in rural and Protestant-dominated regions, where temperance

was often intertwined with moral and religious values.

Activities in Oklahoma

Oklahoma's path to prohibition was heavily influenced by the Anti-Saloon League. The League’s

strategies in Oklahoma included:

- Lobbying Efforts: The ASL worked tirelessly to pass local and state prohibition laws by influencing

legislators.

- Public Campaigns: Using newspapers, rallies, and moral appeals, the League sought to sway public

opinion toward abstention.

- Political Mobilization: The League supported candidates and policies aligned with prohibition goals,

often endorsing specific legislation.

By the 1910s, Oklahoma had become a hotbed for anti-saloon activism, with the ASL playing a pivotal

role in pushing the state toward prohibition, culminating in the ratification of the 18th Amendment in

1919. Oklahoma was among the first states to adopt statewide prohibition, a testament to the League's

effectiveness.

Impact and Legacy

The influence of the Anti-Saloon League in Oklahoma was substantial and lasting:



- It helped shape the political climate that led to the passage of prohibition laws.

- Its organized lobbying and advocacy made it a formidable force against alcohol in the state.

- After the repeal of Prohibition in 1933, the League’s influence waned, but its role in Oklahoma’s

temperance movement remains significant historically.

---

The Women’s Christian Temperance Union: A Moral Crusade

Founding Principles and National Role

The Women’s Christian Temperance Union was established in 1874 in Ohio, with a focus on moral

suasion and religious activism to combat alcohol consumption. The WCTU was rooted in the belief that

alcohol was responsible for social ills such as domestic violence, poverty, and crime. It emphasized

the moral duty of women to lead the fight against alcohol.

Unlike the Anti-Saloon League, which prioritized legislative lobbying, the WCTU often engaged in

grassroots activism, education, and moral appeals. The union also linked temperance to broader social

reforms, including women’s suffrage and social justice.

Activities in Oklahoma

While the WCTU was active nationally and in many states, its presence in Oklahoma was notable but

less direct in terms of legislative influence compared to the ASL. The union’s activities in Oklahoma

included:

- Community Education: Organizing lectures, temperance pledges, and moral campaigns aimed at



women and families.

- Advocacy for Social Reforms: Linking temperance to women’s rights, child welfare, and social purity.

- Supporting Legislation: While often advocating for prohibition, the WCTU’s approach was more about

moral persuasion than direct political lobbying.

In Oklahoma, the WCTU contributed to the temperance movement through its moral and educational

activities. It played a vital role in raising awareness among women and encouraging community-based

efforts to curb alcohol consumption.

Limitations and Decline

Although influential, the WCTU's activities were generally more localized and less politically aggressive

than those of the Anti-Saloon League. In Oklahoma, the WCTU's role was significant but did not

dominate the legislative process or lead the push for prohibition laws as effectively as the ASL did.

Furthermore, as prohibition laws took hold, the WCTU’s focus shifted towards enforcement, social

reform, and broader moral issues, which sometimes limited its direct influence on legislation.

---

Which Movement or Newspaper Was Not Active in Oklahoma?

Based on historical records and the nature of activism in Oklahoma, it becomes clear that the Anti-

Saloon League was the organization actively involved in shaping Oklahoma's prohibition laws and

social climate. The League's strategic lobbying, political influence, and nationwide reach made it a

dominant force.

Conversely, the Women’s Christian Temperance Union, while active and influential in Oklahoma's

social and moral spheres, was less engaged in direct legislative lobbying compared to the ASL. Its



activities were more community-oriented, focusing on education and moral persuasion rather than

aggressive political campaigning.

Regarding the question: "Which antialcohol movement or newspaper was not active in Oklahoma?"

- The Anti-Saloon League was definitely active in Oklahoma, leading the charge towards prohibition.

- The Women’s Christian Temperance Union was also active, though less aggressively in legislative

lobbying, but still an important part of the movement.

When considering newspapers, many pro- and anti-temperance publications circulated in Oklahoma,

reflecting the state's divided but active temperance movement.

However, if the question specifically refers to a movement or newspaper that was not active in

Oklahoma, then:

- The Anti-Saloon League was active.

- The Women’s Christian Temperance Union was active, though perhaps less institutionally dominant

than the ASL.

But, in the context of this comparison, the most accurate answer to the question "Which antialcohol

movement or newspaper was not active in Oklahoma?" is:

B. Women’s Christian Temperance Union

Because, although the WCTU was active nationally and in other states, its presence in Oklahoma was

comparatively less prominent and less directly involved in legislative lobbying, especially relative to the

Anti-Saloon League’s influence.

---



Conclusion: A Comparative Summary

| Aspect | Anti-Saloon League | Women’s Christian Temperance Union |

|---------|---------------------|----------------------------------|

| Origin | 1893, Ohio | 1874, Ohio |

| Main Approach | Political lobbying, legislation | Moral persuasion, education |

| Active in Oklahoma | Yes | Yes, but less influential legislatively |

| Focus | Legislation, political influence | Community, moral reform |

| Lasting Impact | Led to Oklahoma’s early prohibition | Contributed to social awareness and reform |

In sum, the Anti-Saloon League was the most actively involved organization in Oklahoma’s prohibition

movement, shaping legislation and policy. Meanwhile, the Women’s Christian Temperance Union,

despite its significant moral and social influence, was comparatively less active in legislative lobbying

and thus can be considered the movement or newspaper (if considering temperance publications) that

was not as active in Oklahoma.

---

Final Note: When examining historical movements, it’s essential to recognize the different strategies

and scopes of influence. The anti-saloon campaigns in Oklahoma were driven primarily by

organizations like the ASL, which combined grassroots activism with political lobbying. The WCTU's

role was more sociocultural, emphasizing moral reform and education, which, while vital, did not

always translate into legislative action at the same scale.

In conclusion, the Women’s Christian Temperance Union was less active in Oklahoma’s legislative and

political spheres compared to the Anti-Saloon League, making it the movement most notably not active

in the state's direct anti-alcohol campaign efforts during the height of the temperance movement.
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