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Understanding the author's purpose behind including specific phrases in a text is essential for effective reading
comprehension and critical analysis. When a phrase is underlined in a passage, it often signals that the author
intends to emphasize, clarify, or evoke certain emotions or ideas. Recognizing the purpose behind such choices can
deepen your understanding of the text's message and improve your ability to interpret literary and
informational works. This article explores the various reasons an author might include an underlined phrase
and provides guidance on how to determine the most probable purpose in different contexts.

Understanding the Author’s Purpose

What Is the Author’s Purpose?
The author’s purpose refers to the reason why a writer creates a particular piece of writing or includes
specific elements within it. Common purposes include:

To inform: Providing factual information or explaining a concept.

To entertain: Engaging the reader with stories, humor, or creative language.

To persuade: Convincing the reader to agree with a point of view or take action.

To express: Sharing personal feelings, opinions, or reflections.

Identifying the purpose helps readers interpret the text correctly and understand the underlying message.

The Significance of Underlined Phrases
When a phrase is underlined, it often serves one or more of the following functions:

Highlighting important information or key ideas

Providing emphasis to influence the reader's perception

Introducing a definition or clarification

Creating a tone or mood

Invoking emotion or encouraging reflection

Understanding these functions allows you to analyze why the author chose to underline a particular phrase



and what they aim to achieve.

Common Purposes for Including Underlined Phrases

1. Emphasis and Highlighting
One of the primary reasons for underlining a phrase is to draw attention to its importance. This can be
especially effective in emphasizing a critical idea or concept.

In informational texts, underlining can signal key facts or definitions.

In narratives, it may underscore a turning point or significant event.

2. Clarification or Explanation
Authors sometimes underline phrases to clarify complex ideas or to provide additional context, making the
content more accessible.

This often occurs in academic or instructional texts.

The underlined phrase might introduce a synonym, definition, or example.

3. Conveying Tone or Mood
Underlining can also serve to set the tone of a passage, evoke specific emotions, or suggest a particular
attitude.

For example, underlining a phrase with negative connotations might create a somber mood.

Similarly, highlighting a hopeful phrase can inspire optimism.

4. Persuasion and Influence
In persuasive texts, underlined phrases are often used to sway the reader’s opinion or reinforce an argument.

They can serve as rhetorical devices to appeal to emotions or values.

For example, emphasizing the urgency of a situation encourages immediate action.



5. Personal Expression or Artistic Effect
Authors may underline phrases to express personal feelings or to create an artistic effect, especially in poetry
or creative writing.

This technique emphasizes the author's voice or style.

It can also invite the reader to interpret the phrase more deeply.

How to Determine the Most Likely Purpose of an Underlined Phrase

Step 1: Examine the Context
- Read the surrounding text carefully to understand what the phrase relates to.
- Is it describing a concept, expressing an emotion, or providing evidence?
- The context often provides clues about whether the phrase aims to inform, persuade, or evoke emotion.

Step 2: Analyze the Tone and Language
- Consider the language used—positive, negative, neutral.
- Is the phrase loaded with emotion or neutral description?
- Tone can reveal whether the purpose is to persuade or to evoke feelings.

Step 3: Look for Signals or Clues
- Does the phrase introduce a definition, an example, or a key idea?
- Is it placed prominently or in a position of emphasis?
- Underlining often indicates importance or a need for special attention.

Step 4: Consider the Author's Overall Intent
- Think about the broader purpose of the text.
- Is the author trying to inform, entertain, persuade, or express?
- The purpose of the underlined phrase usually aligns with the main goal of the piece.

Step 5: Review Multiple Choice Options Carefully
- In test situations, carefully evaluate each option.
- Use evidence from the passage to eliminate unlikely choices.
- Choose the answer that best explains the reason for including the phrase.

Practical Examples and Applications



Example 1: Informational Text
Suppose a science article underlines the phrase: "Photosynthesis is the process by which plants convert
sunlight into energy." The purpose here is likely:

To define or explain a scientific concept1.

To persuade readers of the importance of plants2.

To entertain with interesting facts3.

Most Likely Purpose: To clarify or explain, helping readers understand a key biological process.

Example 2: Persuasive Essay
In a persuasive essay about environmental conservation, an underlined phrase might be: "If we don't act now,
future generations will inherit a barren world." The purpose here is:

To emphasize the urgency of action1.

To entertain with vivid imagery2.

To inform about environmental issues3.

Most Likely Purpose: To persuade by highlighting consequences and motivating action.

Example 3: Creative Writing
In a poem, an underlined phrase could be: "The night whispered secrets only the stars understood." The purpose is
probably:

To evoke an emotional response1.

To define the night2.

To persuade the reader to reflect3.

Most Likely Purpose: To express mood and evoke emotion.

Summary of Key Points
- The purpose of including an underlined phrase depends heavily on context.
- Common reasons include emphasizing important ideas, clarifying concepts, conveying tone, persuading, or
expressing feelings.
- Careful analysis of surrounding text, tone, and the overall message helps identify the most likely purpose.
- Multiple-choice questions often test your ability to interpret these cues accurately.



Conclusion
Recognizing the author's purpose for including an underlined phrase is a vital skill for comprehension and
analysis. Whether the phrase aims to emphasize a point, clarify a concept, evoke emotion, or persuade,
understanding this intent enriches your engagement with the text. By applying a systematic approach—examining
context, tone, signals, and overall purpose—you can confidently determine why an author chose to underline
a specific phrase. Practice these strategies regularly to enhance your reading comprehension and critical
thinking skills, especially for exams and academic work.

---

Meta Description:
Learn how to determine the author's purpose for including underlined phrases in texts. Discover key strategies,
examples, and tips to improve your comprehension and analysis skills.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the most likely reason the author included the underlined phrase in
this passage?

To emphasize a key point or idea that supports the main message.

How does the underlined phrase contribute to the author's purpose in the
text?

It provides additional detail or clarification that enhances understanding.

Why might the author have chosen to include the underlined phrase at this
point in the passage?

To draw the reader's attention to an important concept or to persuade the audience.

What is the primary purpose of including the underlined phrase in the context
of the passage?

To support the author's argument or to illustrate a specific idea.

In terms of author’s purpose, what role does the underlined phrase serve?

It adds emphasis, explanation, or evidence related to the main topic.

Based on the passage, why does the author highlight this phrase?

To make a significant point more memorable or impactful.

What effect does the underlined phrase have on the reader's understanding of
the text?

It clarifies or reinforces the main message, making it easier to comprehend.



In the context of the passage, what is the author's likely purpose for
underlining this phrase?

To draw attention to a critical detail that supports the overall theme.

How does the inclusion of the underlined phrase align with the author's
goals?

It helps to persuade, inform, or entertain the audience by highlighting essential information.

What can be inferred about the author's intention in including the underlined
phrase?

To influence the reader's perspective or to help clarify complex ideas within the text.
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In the realm of written communication, understanding an author's purpose behind specific textual choices is
crucial for comprehensive reading and critical analysis. When encountering an underlined phrase within a
passage, readers often question why the author included it and what intent lies behind its placement. This
article delves into the strategies for discerning the author's purpose, particularly when faced with multiple-
choice questions like "What is most likely the author's purpose for including the underlined phrase?" We will
explore the common purposes writers have—such as to inform, persuade, entertain, or emphasize—and how to
analyze context clues around the underlined segment to select the most accurate answer.

---

Understanding the Context: The Foundation of Purpose Analysis

Before deciphering the author's intent, it is essential to grasp the context surrounding the underlined phrase.
Context includes the overall theme of the passage, the tone of the writing, and the surrounding sentences or
paragraphs. Recognizing these elements helps determine whether the phrase is meant to:

- Provide additional information
- Highlight a key idea or theme
- Persuade the reader towards a particular viewpoint
- Entertain or evoke emotion
- Clarify or emphasize a point

By analyzing how the phrase interacts with the surrounding text, readers can better infer its purpose. For
example, if the phrase introduces a surprising fact, it might aim to inform or shock. If it presents an emotional
anecdote, it could serve to entertain or persuade.

---

Common Purposes for Including Specific Phrases



Authors include specific phrases for several strategic reasons. Some of the most common purposes include:

1. To Inform or Explain
- Providing factual data or background
- Clarifying complex ideas
- Supporting evidence for a main argument

2. To Persuade or Convince
- Emphasizing a point of view
- Using emotionally charged language
- Highlighting benefits or drawbacks

3. To Entertain or Evoke Emotion
- Using vivid imagery or anecdotes
- Creating humor or suspense
- Engaging the reader’s feelings

4. To Emphasize or Highlight
- Drawing attention to a critical aspect
- Reiterating a key idea
- Making the passage memorable

Understanding these purposes enables readers to evaluate the underlined phrase critically within its textual
setting.

---

Analyzing the Underlined Phrase: A Step-by-Step Approach

When faced with a multiple-choice question asking about the purpose of an underlined phrase, follow this
analytical process:

Step 1: Examine the Phrase Itself
- Is the phrase factual, emotional, descriptive, or persuasive?
- Does it contain strong language or neutral terms?
- Is it concise or elaborative?

Step 2: Look at the Surrounding Text
- Does the phrase support a main idea or introduce a new concept?
- Does it serve as evidence, clarification, or a transition?
- Is it contrasting with previous information?



Step 3: Consider the Tone and Style
- Is the tone formal, informal, humorous, serious, or emotional?
- How does the phrase contribute to this tone?

Step 4: Connect to the Overall Purpose of the Passage
- Is the passage aiming to inform, persuade, entertain, or a combination?
- How does the phrase reinforce this purpose?

By systematically analyzing these aspects, readers can eliminate implausible options and select the choice that
best aligns with the phrase's function.

---

Applying the Strategy to Multiple-Choice Options

Multiple-choice questions typically present options such as:

- OA. To inform
- OB. To persuade
- OC. To entertain
- O. To emphasize

Let’s explore how to differentiate among these options based on the underlined phrase.

Option A: To Inform
- The phrase presents factual data or clarifies an idea.
- It aims to increase the reader’s understanding.
- Example indicators: use of statistics, definitions, or explanations.

Option B: To Persuade
- The phrase appeals to emotions or presents compelling arguments.
- It may use persuasive language, rhetorical questions, or calls to action.
- Example indicators: emotionally charged words or strategic repetition.

Option C: To Entertain
- The phrase adds humor, storytelling, or vivid imagery.
- It engages the reader’s emotions or senses.
- Example indicators: anecdotes, humor, or descriptive language.

Option D: To Emphasize
- The phrase underscores a vital point or idea.
- It draws attention through repetition, contrast, or strong language.
- Example indicators: phrases like "most importantly," "significantly," or "notably."

In practice, the correct answer depends on how the phrase functions within the passage, not just its content.



---

Examples and Practical Applications

To bring these concepts into focus, consider the following example:

Sample Passage:

"Climate change is no longer a distant threat; it is happening now. The increase in global temperatures has led
to more frequent and severe weather events, affecting millions worldwide. The recent hurricane season was the
most active on record, underscoring the urgency of action."

Underlined Phrase: "The recent hurricane season was the most active on record"

Possible Purposes:
- To inform: It provides factual data about hurricane activity.
- To emphasize: It highlights the severity of recent weather patterns.
- To persuade: It aims to convince readers of the seriousness of climate change.

Analysis:
- The phrase presents a factual statement.
- It supports the claim about the severity of weather events.
- It draws attention to recent data.

Likely Purpose: To inform and emphasize—most closely aligned with informing the reader about recent climate
data while underscoring its significance.

---

Conclusion: Mastering Purpose Identification in Texts

Understanding an author's purpose behind including an underlined phrase enhances comprehension and critical
thinking. By analyzing the phrase in context—considering its content, tone, placement, and relationship to the
overall message—readers can accurately determine whether it aims to inform, persuade, entertain, or emphasize.
This skill is invaluable for answering multiple-choice questions effectively, especially in standardized testing
or academic analysis.

Always remember: the key lies in the function of the phrase within the passage, not just its literal meaning.
Practice by examining various texts, asking yourself why the author included specific phrases, and considering
how they serve the overall communication goal. With consistent effort, identifying the author's purpose
becomes an intuitive and enriching aspect of reading comprehension.

---

In summary:

- Context is critical for purpose analysis.
- Recognize common purposes: inform, persuade, entertain, emphasize.
- Use a step-by-step approach to analyze the phrase.
- Connect the purpose to the overall passage.
- Practice with diverse texts to enhance skills.

By mastering these strategies, readers can confidently navigate questions like "What is most likely the
author's purpose for including the underlined phrase?" and improve their overall interpretive skills.
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