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Understanding the distribution of governmental powers is fundamental in grasping how the United
States functions as a federal system. Among the various responsibilities delegated to different levels
of government, the authority to establish rules of naturalization stands out as a critical function,
especially given its implications for immigration policy, national security, and civic integration.
According to Figure 3.3 of Chapter 3, it is clear that the national or federal government holds the
primary authority in this domain. In this comprehensive exploration, we will delve into the
constitutional basis for this power, its scope, and its significance within the broader framework of
American governance.

The Constitutional Basis for Federal Power Over
Naturalization

Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution

The primary legal foundation for federal authority over naturalization is embedded in the U.S.
Constitution. Specifically, Article I, Section 8 grants Congress the power "To establish a uniform
Rule of Naturalization." This clause is a cornerstone that explicitly empowers the federal
government to create and regulate the process through which non-citizens can acquire U.S.
citizenship.

Implications of a "Uniform Rule"

The term "uniform rule" signifies that naturalization laws must be consistent across all states and
territories. This prevents individual states from enacting their own, potentially conflicting rules
regarding citizenship, which could undermine national sovereignty and the integrity of the legal
process. The uniformity ensures:

- Fairness and equality in naturalization procedures.

- Simplification of legal processes for immigrants.

- Clear standards and expectations nationwide.

The Role of Federal Agencies in Naturalization



U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)

The primary federal agency responsible for overseeing naturalization is the U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS). This agency:

- Administers naturalization tests.

- Processes applications for citizenship.

- Conducts background checks.

- Holds naturalization ceremonies.

Other Federal Entities Involved

While USCIS is the main body, other agencies also play vital roles:

- The Department of State: handles the issuance of visas and manages diplomatic relations affecting
immigration.

- The Department of Homeland Security (DHS): oversees USCIS and enforces immigration laws.

Historical Development of Federal Naturalization
Power

Early Federal Legislation

The power to establish naturalization rules was initially exercised through various federal laws
starting in the late 18th century. The Naturalization Act of 1790, for example, established who could
become citizens and set procedures for naturalization.

Evolution Over Time

Over the years, naturalization laws have expanded and become more inclusive, reflecting changing
societal values and immigration patterns. Key milestones include:

- The Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952 (McCarran-Walter Act), which reformed and
standardized naturalization procedures.

- The Immigration Act of 1965, which abolished quotas based on national origins and emphasized
skills and family reunification.

- The Immigration and Nationality Act of 1986, which increased enforcement and penalties for
immigration violations.

The Significance of Federal Control Over Naturalization

Maintaining National Sovereignty

By centralizing naturalization authority, the federal government ensures:
- Consistent standards for citizenship.



- National security through background checks.
- Control over immigration flows and integration.

Legal Uniformity and Fairness

Uniform rules help prevent discrimination and confusion, ensuring all applicants are subject to the
same criteria across the country.

Balancing State and Federal Powers

While states can regulate certain aspects related to immigration (such as public benefits and
employment), the core authority to grant citizenship remains federally controlled, preserving the
constitutional balance of powers.

Naturalization Process Under Federal Authority

Eligibility Requirements

Federal law stipulates specific criteria for naturalization, including:

- Age (typically at least 18 years old).

- Lawful permanent residence (green card holder) for a specified period.
- Good moral character.

- Ability to speak, read, and write English.

- Knowledge of U.S. history and government.

Application and Examination

Applicants submit Form N-400, undergo background checks, and pass a civics and English test, all
under federal jurisdiction.

Oath of Allegiance and Citizenship

Successful applicants participate in a naturalization ceremony where they take the Oath of
Allegiance, signifying their allegiance to the United States and their new status as citizens.

Contrasting State and Federal Immigration Powers

State Powers

States may regulate aspects such as:
- Employment and labor laws.



- Access to public benefits.
- Local law enforcement related to immigration status.

Federal Supremacy

However, the Supremacy Clause of the U.S. Constitution ensures that federal law preempts state
laws concerning naturalization and immigration, reaffirming that the power to establish rules of
naturalization resides primarily with the national government.

Legal Challenges and Debates

States’ Role in Immigration Policy

Some states have enacted laws that attempt to influence naturalization or immigration enforcement,
leading to legal challenges regarding federal preemption.

Reform and Policy Debates

Discussions around comprehensive immigration reform often revolve around the scope of federal
authority, the criteria for naturalization, and the balance between security and inclusion.

Conclusion

In summary, according to Figure 3.3 of Chapter 3, it is evident that the power to establish rules of
naturalization is exclusively vested in the federal government of the United States. This authority,
grounded in the U.S. Constitution, ensures a uniform and fair process for individuals seeking
American citizenship. The centralization of this power has evolved over centuries, reflecting the
nation’s commitment to maintaining sovereignty, security, and equitable treatment of immigrants.
While states may influence certain aspects of immigration policy, the core authority to define and
regulate naturalization remains a federal prerogative, underscoring the importance of a cohesive
national immigration framework.
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According to Figure 3.3 of Chapter 3, which level of
government has the authority to establish rules of
naturalization?

The federal government has the power to establish rules of naturalization.

What does Figure 3.3 in Chapter 3 indicate about the
jurisdiction over naturalization laws?

It shows that naturalization laws are governed by the federal government, not state or local
governments.

Why is the federal government responsible for setting
naturalization rules according to Figure 3.3?

Because naturalization is a matter of national sovereignty and citizenship, which falls under federal
jurisdiction as depicted in Figure 3.3.

Does Figure 3.3 of Chapter 3 suggest that states can establish
their own naturalization rules?

No, it indicates that only the federal government has the authority to establish naturalization rules.

How does Figure 3.3 clarify the division of powers regarding
naturalization?

It clearly shows that the power to establish naturalization rules is exercised exclusively by the
federal government, highlighting the national scope of citizenship laws.

Additional Resources

According To Figure 3.3 Of Chapter 3, Which Level Of Government Has The Power To Establish
Rules Of Naturalization?

Understanding the complexities of U.S. government authority can often be as intricate as the
processes it governs. One of the fundamental questions in American constitutional law revolves
around which level of government—federal or state—holds the primary power to establish rules of
naturalization. According to Figure 3.3 of Chapter 3, this question is answered decisively: the federal
government possesses the exclusive authority to establish the rules of naturalization. This
delineation of power shapes the entire landscape of immigration policy and citizenship in the United
States, influencing how newcomers become American citizens and how the nation manages its
demographic and political composition.

In this article, we will explore the constitutional foundation for this federal supremacy, the historical
context that shaped this authority, and the implications for both government agencies and
prospective citizens. We will also analyze the roles of different government levels, the scope of their



powers, and how this division aligns with broader principles of federalism in the United States.

The Constitutional Foundation for Federal Authority in Naturalization
The Supremacy Clause and Federal Preeminence

The primary constitutional basis for the federal government's exclusive power over naturalization
lies in the Supremacy Clause of the U.S. Constitution, Article VI, Clause 2. This clause establishes
that federal law takes precedence over state laws, asserting the national government's authority to
regulate matters that are of national importance.

Specifically, the Constitution grants Congress the power to establish a uniform rule of naturalization
in Article I, Section 8, Clause 4, which states:

"The Congress shall have Power To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws
on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United States."

This clause explicitly confers the authority to create consistent naturalization laws across all states,
preventing individual states from enacting their own, potentially conflicting, rules.

The Role of Federal Statutes and Agencies

Building on the constitutional authority, Congress has enacted a series of statutes that define the
procedures, requirements, and regulations for naturalization. The primary legislation governing
naturalization is the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA), first enacted in 1952 and subsequently
amended over time. This law codifies the criteria for eligibility, the application process, and related
legal provisions.

The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), a federal agency under the Department of
Homeland Security, administers the naturalization process, further emphasizing the federal
government’s central role.

Historical Evolution of Federal Control Over Naturalization
Early Laws and Federal Monopoly

In the early years of the United States, naturalization was primarily a federal concern, with the first
naturalization laws enacted shortly after independence. The Naturalization Act of 1790 was the first
federal statute, establishing who could become a citizen and under what conditions. Over
subsequent decades, Congress refined these laws, gradually expanding eligibility and standardizing
procedures.

The federal government’s control was reinforced after the Civil War, as disputes over immigration
and citizenship rights intensified. The 14th Amendment (1868) clarified that all persons born or
naturalized in the United States are citizens, further solidifying the federal government’s role in
defining citizenship.



Supreme Court Decisions Reinforcing Federal Authority

Key Supreme Court decisions have consistently upheld the federal government’s exclusive authority
over naturalization. For example, in Chae Chan Ping v. United States (1889), the Court affirmed that
Congress has broad power over immigration and naturalization matters, emphasizing the federal

government’s supremacy in this domain.

Similarly, in K Stamper v. United States (1924), the Court reaffirmed that naturalization is a federal
act, and states cannot legislate their own rules on the subject.

The Scope and Limitations of State Powers

While the federal government holds exclusive authority over naturalization, states do possess certain
powers related to immigration and citizenship, but these are generally limited and must conform to
federal standards.

State-Level Immigration Laws

States can regulate certain aspects such as:

- Residency requirements for in-state tuition or state benefits.

- Local registration and enforcement related to immigration status.

- Public benefits that are not federally mandated or restricted.

However, states cannot:

- Enact their own naturalization laws.

- Create separate pathways to citizenship.

- Impose restrictions that conflict with federal statutes.

This balance ensures that naturalization remains a uniform process across the country, preventing a
patchwork of conflicting state laws.

Implications of Federal Control Over Naturalization
Consistency and Uniformity

The federal government’s monopoly over naturalization ensures a consistent, nationwide standard
for becoming an American citizen. This uniformity is crucial for:

- Legal clarity: Applicants know the criteria and procedures regardless of their location.
- National security: Federal agencies can screen and vet applicants uniformly.
- International relations: The U.S. can present a cohesive stance on immigration policies.

Challenges and Controversies

Despite the clear constitutional backing, the process and policies surrounding naturalization can be



contentious. Debates often focus on:

- Eligibility criteria: Language proficiency, civics knowledge, and background checks.

- Processing times: Backlogs and delays can hinder prospective citizens.

- Policy changes: Shifts in immigration laws reflect political priorities and influence the
naturalization process.

While states may advocate for policies affecting legal residents or immigrants, their influence does
not extend to establishing naturalization rules.

The Broader Context of Federalism and Immigration Policy
Federalism in Practice

The division of powers between federal and state governments is a hallmark of American federalism.
The case of naturalization exemplifies this division:

- Federal government: Responsible for establishing, implementing, and enforcing rules of
naturalization.

- States: Focus on local issues, benefits, and enforcement related to immigration but within the
framework set by federal law.

This separation allows for a unified approach to citizenship while accommodating local needs and
policies.

Future Developments and Ongoing Debates

As immigration continues to be a hot-button issue domestically and internationally, the federal
government’s role in naturalization remains central. Discussions around reform, pathway
expansions, or tightening eligibility criteria often center on federal legislative action.

Moreover, recent administrative policies and court rulings can influence the naturalization
landscape, but the constitutional foundation for federal supremacy remains intact.

Conclusion

According to Figure 3.3 of Chapter 3, it is clear that the power to establish rules of naturalization
resides solely with the federal government. This authority is rooted in the U.S. Constitution,
reinforced by historical legal developments, and upheld through Supreme Court decisions. While
states can influence related areas such as residency and local benefits, they cannot create or alter
the core naturalization laws. This centralized control ensures consistency, fairness, and national
security in the process of becoming an American citizen—a principle that continues to shape the
nation's immigration policies and its identity as a diverse, unified nation.

Understanding this division of powers is essential not only for legal scholars and policymakers but
also for prospective citizens navigating the complex journey toward U.S. citizenship. As debates
around immigration policy evolve, the constitutional foundation of federal authority over



naturalization remains a cornerstone of American sovereignty and legal order.
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