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Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) has played a pivotal role in American
television history, especially in providing educational and cultural
programming to diverse audiences. Among its numerous successful shows,
certain programs stand out for their groundbreaking approach, widespread
popularity, and lasting cultural impact. This article explores which program
first attracted significant audiences to PBS, focusing on three prominent
options: Sesame Street, Barney, and Masterpiece. Through a detailed analysis,
we will understand how each show contributed to PBS’s growth and reputation.

---

Introduction to PBS and Its Programming
Philosophy

Public Broadcasting Service (PBS), established in 1970, is a non-profit
public broadcaster dedicated to providing educational, cultural, and
informational programming. Unlike commercial networks, PBS’s mission centers
around enriching the public through high-quality content that promotes
lifelong learning, cultural appreciation, and social awareness.

Initially, PBS's programming was modest, but as the network evolved, it
introduced shows that would become household staples. The success of these
programs was critical in attracting larger audiences and establishing PBS as
a trusted source for educational content.

---

Key Programs That Shaped PBS’s Audience Base

Among the various programs that contributed to PBS's rise in popularity,
three stand out:

- Sesame Street



- Barney & Friends
- Masterpiece Theatre (now simply Masterpiece)

Each of these shows targeted different demographics and served different
educational and entertainment purposes.

---

Analysis of the Programs

1. Sesame Street

Overview:
Sesame Street debuted in 1969, predating PBS's official founding, but it
became a flagship PBS program after the network's launch in 1970. Created by
Joan Ganz Cooney and Lloyd Morrisett, Sesame Street revolutionized children’s
programming with its innovative mix of live-action, puppetry, animation, and
music.

Impact on Audiences:
- Sesame Street was the first PBS show that truly captured the attention of a
broad, diverse audience.
- It was designed to educate preschool children, particularly targeting
children from low-income families, helping bridge educational gaps.
- The show employed a research-based approach, ensuring engaging content that
also promoted literacy, numeracy, and social skills.

Audience Reach and Significance:
- It quickly gained popularity among parents and educators for its
educational value.
- Ratings soared, and it became a cultural phenomenon, influencing children’s
programming worldwide.
- Its success helped establish PBS as a trusted source of quality educational
content and set a precedent for future programming.

Achievements:
- Multiple Emmy Awards and critical acclaim.
- Long-lasting influence, with decades of episodes and international
adaptations.

2. Barney & Friends

Overview:
Barney & Friends premiered in 1992, well after PBS had established itself.
The show features a purple dinosaur named Barney who teaches children about



friendship, sharing, and kindness through songs, stories, and skits.

Impact on Audiences:
- Targeted at preschoolers, similar to Sesame Street, but with a focus on
social-emotional learning.
- Became popular among young children and parents, especially in the 1990s
and early 2000s.
- Its colorful characters and engaging musical segments made it a favorite
for early childhood education.

Audience Reach and Significance:
- While Barney garnered high viewership, especially in certain regions, it
did not have the groundbreaking impact that Sesame Street had in terms of
audience diversity or educational methodology.
- Its success did reinforce PBS’s commitment to children’s programming, but
it was not the first program to draw significant audiences.

3. Masterpiece

Overview:
Masterpiece (originally Masterpiece Theatre) began airing in 1971 and is a
drama anthology series featuring adaptations of classic and contemporary
literature, historical dramas, and acclaimed foreign films.

Impact on Audiences:
- Targeted adult audiences interested in cultural and literary programming.
- Played a vital role in elevating PBS’s reputation as a provider of high-
brow entertainment.
- Attracted viewers seeking quality drama and educational content about
history, literature, and the arts.

Audience Reach and Significance:
- While highly respected and influential, Masterpiece primarily attracted a
niche audience rather than broad, mainstream viewers.
- Its significance lies more in cultural influence than in initial audience
explosion.

---

Which Program First Attracted Significant
Audiences?

Based on the timeline, audience data, and cultural impact, the program that
first attracted significant audiences to PBS was Sesame Street.

Reasons include:



- Sesame Street debuted in 1969, just before PBS’s official start, and
quickly became a national sensation.
- Its innovative format and educational approach drew millions of viewers,
including children, parents, and educators.
- It set the foundation for PBS’s reputation as a provider of trusted, high-
quality educational programming.

In contrast:

- Barney arrived later in the early 1990s, building on the success of earlier
children’s programming but not being the first to draw significant audiences.
- Masterpiece attracted a dedicated adult audience but was more culturally
prestigious than mass-market popular.

---

Conclusion

In summary:

- Answer: A) Sesame Street is the correct choice, as it was the first program
on PBS to attract a significant and diverse audience nationwide.
- Its innovative approach, educational content, and cultural resonance
revolutionized children’s television and established PBS as a leader in
educational broadcasting.
- Sesame Street remains a landmark program, symbolizing PBS’s mission to
educate and inform through engaging, high-quality content.

---

Additional Insights: The Legacy of Sesame
Street

Educational Impact:
Sesame Street pioneered research-based TV education, demonstrating that
television could be a powerful tool for early childhood learning.

Cultural Influence:
The show introduced beloved characters like Big Bird, Elmo, and Oscar the
Grouch, becoming part of American culture.

Global Reach:
Its success led to international adaptations, spreading its educational
philosophy worldwide.

Continued Relevance:



Decades later, Sesame Street remains influential, with new episodes and
digital media, continuing to attract young audiences and their families.

---

Final Thoughts

Understanding the history of PBS programming reveals how Sesame Street set
the stage for the network’s success and credibility. Its ability to attract
broad audiences through innovative and educational content made it a
milestone in television history. While programs like Barney and Masterpiece
contributed importantly to PBS’s diverse programming portfolio, it was Sesame
Street that first truly captured the hearts and minds of millions, securing
its place as a groundbreaking and enduring television phenomenon.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

PBS attracted its first significant audiences with
which of the following programs?
Sesame Street

Which program was instrumental in establishing PBS's
reputation for educational children's programming?
Sesame Street

Among the options, which show helped PBS reach a
broad family audience early on?
Sesame Street

What program is credited with attracting PBS's first
large viewership?
Sesame Street



Which of these programs was a pioneering educational
show on PBS?
Sesame Street

Did PBS's initial significant audience come from
Barney or Masterpiece?
No, it came from Sesame Street

Was Barney the program that first attracted large
audiences to PBS?
No, it was Sesame Street

Which show contributed to PBS's early popularity and
educational mission?
Sesame Street

Among the choices, which program is historically
known for engaging children and attracting large
audiences to PBS?
Sesame Street

Which program helped PBS establish its reputation
for quality children's education in its early years?
Sesame Street

Additional Resources
PBS — the Public Broadcasting Service — has long been a cornerstone of
American cultural and educational programming. Since its inception in 1970,
PBS has cultivated a reputation for delivering high-quality, innovative, and
socially relevant content. However, the network's journey to attracting its
first significant audiences was marked by strategic programming choices that
resonated with viewers and established PBS as a trusted source of family-
friendly and educational entertainment.

In this article, we explore which program played a pivotal role in attracting
PBS’s initial major audiences, focusing on the options:

- A) Sesame Street



- B) Barney
- C) Masterpiece

We will analyze the historical context, programming impact, and lasting
influence of each choice, ultimately revealing why "Sesame Street" stands out
as the program that first brought a broad and engaged audience to PBS.

---

Historical Context of PBS and Its Audience
Development

Before diving into the specific programs, it's essential to understand the
environment in which PBS launched and sought to build its audience.

Public Broadcasting’s Mission and Challenges:
Created as a non-commercial alternative to commercial networks, PBS aimed to
provide educational, cultural, and informational content that commercial
broadcasters were less inclined to prioritize. However, establishing a
dedicated viewer base was a significant challenge in the early years,
especially given the competition from well-established commercial stations.

The Importance of Strategic Programming:
To attract viewers, especially families and children, PBS needed programming
that was not only educational but also engaging and accessible. The right
program could serve as a catalyst, drawing viewers who might then explore the
broader offerings of public broadcasting.

---

The Pioneering Role of "Sesame Street"

Introduction to "Sesame Street"
Premiering on November 10, 1969, "Sesame Street" was a groundbreaking
television program designed explicitly to educate preschool children. Created
by Joan Ganz Cooney and Lloyd Morrisett, with the innovative production
company Children's Television Workshop (now Sesame Workshop), the show
combined live-action, puppetry, animation, and music to create a vibrant,
engaging educational experience.

Why "Sesame Street" Was a Game-Changer
"Sesame Street" was more than just a children’s program; it was an



educational movement that redefined how television could serve as a learning
tool. Its approach included:

- Research-Based Content: Developed with input from educators, psychologists,
and child development experts to maximize educational impact.
- Cultural Relevance: Addressed contemporary social issues and represented
diverse communities, making it relatable and inclusive.
- Innovative Format: Used a fast-paced, engaging style with humor, music, and
memorable characters to hold children's attention.

Attracting Audiences and Building Trust
"Sesame Street" rapidly became a national phenomenon, drawing wide audiences
among children and their parents. Its success can be attributed to:

- Educational Credibility: Parents trusted the show’s commitment to learning.
- Broad Appeal: Its combination of entertainment and education appealed to
both children and adults.
- Media Strategy: Widespread promotion and community outreach helped embed
"Sesame Street" into American culture.

Impact on PBS:
"Sesame Street" was instrumental in establishing PBS’s reputation as a
provider of high-quality educational content. Its popularity demonstrated the
viability of educational programming and attracted the network's first
significant audiences, especially among families with young children.

---

The Role of "Barney" in PBS Programming

Introduction to "Barney"
"Barney & Friends" is a children’s television series featuring a purple
Tyrannosaurus rex who teaches lessons about friendship, kindness, and
sharing. Though it became a staple of children’s programming, it premiered in
1992 on PBS.

Audience and Cultural Impact
"Barney" enjoyed considerable popularity during the 1990s and early 2000s,
particularly among preschoolers. Its emphasis on social skills and positive
behavior made it a favorite among parents and educators.



Relation to PBS Audience Building
While "Barney" contributed to PBS's lineup of family-friendly programming, it
did not serve as the initial program to attract the network’s first major
audiences. Instead, it built upon the foundation laid by earlier shows like
"Sesame Street," catering to a slightly later demographic and reinforcing
PBS’s reputation for trusted children’s entertainment.

---

"Masterpiece": Elevating Cultural Audiences

Introduction to "Masterpiece"
"Masterpiece" is a long-running British anthology series that premiered in
the United States on PBS in 1971. It offers a diverse array of dramas,
mysteries, and literary adaptations, targeting adult audiences with an
interest in high-quality storytelling.

The Audience for "Masterpiece"
While critically acclaimed and beloved by arts enthusiasts, "Masterpiece"
primarily attracted an adult, culturally engaged audience. Its focus on
sophisticated drama and literary adaptations helped elevate PBS’s reputation
as a provider of cultural and artistic content.

Impact on PBS’s Audience Profile
"Masterpiece" solidified PBS’s position as a destination for serious, arts-
oriented programming, but it was not the program that initially drew broad,
significant audiences to the network. Instead, it served to deepen and
diversify PBS’s existing audience base.

---

Comparison and Conclusion: Which Program
Attracted PBS’s First Significant Audiences?

Key Factors to Consider:

| Program | Audience Type | Year of Premiere | Impact on PBS Audience
Development | Notable Achievements |
|--------------------------|--------------------------|------------------|---



----------------------------------|------------------------------------------
----|
| Sesame Street | Children and Families | 1969 | First major audience;
established trust | Revolutionized children’s TV; cultural icon |
| Barney & Friends | Preschoolers | 1992 | Built upon earlier foundations |
Popular among young children; educational |
| Masterpiece | Adults, arts enthusiasts | 1971 | Elevated cultural
reputation | Critical acclaim; artistic prestige |

The Verdict:
Among these options, "Sesame Street" stands out as the program that attracted
PBS’s first significant audiences. Its innovative, research-backed approach
to children’s education and entertainment resonated with viewers nationwide.
The show’s immediate popularity and cultural impact proved pivotal in
establishing PBS as a trusted source of quality educational content.

Final Thoughts:
While "Barney" and "Masterpiece" have played vital roles in shaping PBS’s
programming identity, it was "Sesame Street" that truly launched the
network’s journey to widespread recognition. Its success not only attracted
large audiences but also demonstrated the potential of public broadcasting to
produce content that educates, entertains, and influences society.

---

Summary
- "Sesame Street" debuted in 1969, transforming children’s television and
building the foundation for PBS’s audience growth.
- It combined educational rigor with engaging entertainment, appealing to
both children and their parents.
- Its widespread popularity and cultural significance helped establish PBS’s
reputation as a provider of trusted, high-quality programming.
- "Barney" and "Masterpiece" contributed to PBS’s diversity and cultural
depth but did not serve as the initial catalysts for audience attraction.

In essence, "Sesame Street" was the program that first attracted significant
audiences to PBS, setting the stage for the network's continued success in
delivering innovative, impactful programming for all ages.
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