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Understanding historical correspondence often provides crucial insights into the relationships,
intentions, and sentiments between key figures and groups of the past. One such intriguing
document is a letter from President Andrew Jackson in which he refers to the Seminole people as
"my children." This phrase raises important questions: What was Jackson’s purpose in writing this
letter? Why did he choose to address the Seminole in such a paternalistic manner? To answer these
questions comprehensively, it’s essential to explore the historical context of Jackson’s presidency,
the relationships between the U.S. government and the Seminole Nation, and the broader
implications of this terminology.

In this article, we will delve into the purpose behind Jackson’s letter, analyze his choice of words,
and examine the significance of referring to the Seminole as "my children." We will also explore how
this language reflects the attitudes of the time and its impact on subsequent policies toward Native
American nations.

---

Historical Context of President Andrew Jackson and the
Seminole Nation

Andrew Jackson’s Presidency and Native American Policies

Andrew Jackson served as the 7th President of the United States from 1829 to 1837. His presidency
was marked by a strong push for westward expansion, often at the expense of Native American lands
and sovereignty. Jackson’s policies toward Native Americans, including the Indian Removal Act of
1830, aimed to relocate tribes from their ancestral lands in the Southeast to territories west of the
Mississippi River, primarily into present-day Oklahoma.

Jackson’s approach was characterized by a combination of military force, negotiation, and often
coercion, which led to significant suffering among Native tribes. His policies were driven by the
belief in Manifest Destiny—the idea that American expansion across the continent was both justified
and inevitable.



The Seminole Nation and the Second Seminole War

The Seminole people, primarily based in Florida, were among the tribes most resistant to removal.
The Second Seminole War (1835–1842) was a protracted conflict between the U.S. government and
the Seminole Nation, who fought to preserve their land and independence. Unlike many other tribes,
the Seminole engaged in guerrilla warfare, and some members managed to resist removal efforts for
years.

This resistance made the Seminole a symbol of Native American defiance and resilience. Their
refusal to be displaced by U.S. policies became a focal point of conflict and negotiation during
Jackson’s presidency.

---

Analyzing the Purpose of the Letter

Diplomatic and Political Objectives

Jackson’s letter to the Seminole, in which he refers to them as "my children," likely served multiple
diplomatic and political purposes:

- Demonstrating Authority and Control: By addressing the Seminole in a paternalistic manner,
Jackson aimed to assert his authority and the authority of the U.S. government over the tribe.
- Attempting to Persuade or Coerce: The tone might have been intended to persuade the Seminole to
submit to U.S. policies, including removal or peace negotiations.
- Fostering a Sense of Responsibility: The paternal language could also be a strategic attempt to
portray the government as a protector or benefactor, appealing to the Seminole’s sense of loyalty or
duty.

Expressing Compassion or Conquest?

While some interpret paternal language as a sign of genuine concern or compassion, it is often
viewed as a paternalistic tactic rooted in superiority and conquest. Jackson’s policies were primarily
aimed at removing Native tribes from their lands, and his language may have been more about
exerting dominance than offering support.

The purpose of the letter, therefore, can be seen as a complex mix of asserting dominance while
attempting to justify or soften the aggressive policies of removal.

---



Why Does President Jackson Refer to the Seminole as
"my Children"?

Paternalistic Language and Its Significance

The phrase "my children" implies a paternalistic relationship, which was common in the language of
19th-century American government officials toward Native tribes. This terminology suggests a few
underlying themes:

- Condescension and Superiority: It reflects the belief that the U.S. government saw Native tribes as
incapable of managing their affairs independently.
- A Sense of Responsibility: It also implies a duty to "care for" or "guide" the tribes, albeit from a
position of authority.
- Cultural Justification: Such language reinforced the idea that Native Americans needed to be
"civilized" and integrated into American society, aligning with the paternalistic policies of the era.

Historical Use of Paternal Language Toward Native Americans

Throughout American history, government officials often used paternal language to justify policies of
removal, assimilation, and control. This language served to:

- Legitimize Authority: Framing Native tribes as children justified paternal oversight and
intervention.
- Rationalize Displacement: It suggested that removal was for the tribes’ benefit, similar to a parent
guiding a child toward what is best.
- Erode Sovereignty: The language subtly undermined Native sovereignty, positioning tribes as
dependent rather than independent nations.

The Impact of This Language on Policy and Perception

Referring to the Seminole as "my children" reinforced paternalistic attitudes that influenced policy
decisions, often leading to:

- Justification for Removal: Viewing tribes as children justified the coercive removal policies.
- Erosion of Native Sovereignty: It diminished the tribes’ status as sovereign nations deserving of
respect and autonomy.
- Cultural Assimilation Efforts: It supported efforts to assimilate Native Americans into Euro-
American culture, often through forced education and religious conversion.

---



Implications and Legacy of Jackson’s Paternalistic
Approach

Impact on the Seminole and Native Communities

The paternalistic tone of Jackson’s correspondence and policies contributed to:

- Displacement and Loss of Land: The ultimate goal of removal policies was to force tribes off their
lands, leading to the tragic Trail of Tears for many nations.
- Cultural Disruption: Assimilation efforts aimed to erode Native cultures and traditions.
- Resistance and Resilience: Despite these policies, tribes like the Seminole demonstrated resilience,
often resisting removal and maintaining their cultural identity.

Modern Perspectives on Jackson’s Language and Policies

Contemporary scholars and Native advocates critique Jackson’s paternalistic language and policies
as emblematic of a broader pattern of colonialism and oppression. Recognizing this history is vital
for understanding:

- The roots of Native American struggles for sovereignty.
- The importance of respecting Native nations as independent entities.
- The need for reconciliation and acknowledgment of historical injustices.

---

Conclusion

The purpose of President Jackson’s letter, especially his use of paternalistic language referring to
the Seminole as "my children," reflects a complex interplay of authority, control, and misguided
compassion rooted in the beliefs of the era. While seemingly caring on the surface, such language
was part of a broader strategy to justify policies of removal, assimilation, and dominance over Native
American tribes.

Understanding Jackson’s intent helps illuminate how language can be wielded as a tool of power and
how historical attitudes toward Native Americans have shaped policies and perceptions that
continue to influence Native communities today. Recognizing the paternalistic tone as part of a
colonial mindset underscores the importance of respecting Native sovereignty and fostering a more
accurate and respectful understanding of Native American history and culture.

By examining this correspondence within its historical context, we gain valuable insights into the
complexities of U.S. Native policy and the enduring legacy of paternalism in American history.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of the letter in which President
Jackson refers to the Seminole as 'my children'?
The purpose of the letter is to communicate Jackson's intentions and policies regarding the Seminole
people, emphasizing a paternalistic approach and asserting authority over their actions during the
conflicts in Florida.

Why does President Jackson refer to the Seminole as 'my
children' in his letter?
Jackson uses the term 'my children' to express a paternalistic attitude, portraying himself as a
protector or guardian of the Seminole people, while also asserting his authority over them.

How does Jackson's use of the phrase 'my children' reflect his
attitude towards the Seminole?
It reflects a condescending and paternalistic attitude, implying that he sees himself as a guardian or
authority figure responsible for the well-being of the Seminole, often used to justify his actions
against them.

In what historical context was President Jackson's letter to the
Seminole written?
The letter was written during the Second Seminole War (1835-1842), a conflict arising from the U.S.
government's efforts to force the Seminole to relocate west of the Mississippi River after the Indian
Removal Act.

What does the phrase 'my children' reveal about the
relationship between President Jackson and the Seminole
people?
It reveals a paternalistic and possibly patronizing relationship, suggesting Jackson viewed himself as
a protector or authority figure over the Seminole, rather than as an equal or ally.

How does the tone of Jackson's letter influence public
perception of his policies towards Native Americans?
The paternalistic tone, exemplified by phrases like 'my children,' can be seen as condescending and
may reflect a lack of genuine respect for Native American sovereignty, influencing public perception
as dismissive or authoritative.



What are the implications of President Jackson referring to
the Seminole as 'my children' in terms of U.S. government
policy?
It implies a paternalistic and possibly oppressive attitude, justifying actions that undermine the
Seminole's autonomy and sovereignty and framing Native Americans as subordinate figures in need
of guidance or control.

Additional Resources
Understanding the Purpose and Context of President Jackson’s Use of "My Children" in His Letter to
the Seminole

---

Introduction

In the tapestry of American history, few figures evoke as much debate and analysis as Andrew
Jackson, the seventh President of the United States. His presidency was marked by significant
military conquests, controversial policies, and complex relationships with Native American tribes.
One particularly intriguing aspect of Jackson’s correspondence is his letter to the Seminole people,
in which he famously refers to them as "my children." This phrase raises questions about his
intentions, the tone of his communication, and the broader implications of his relationship with the
Seminole tribe.

In this article, we delve into the purpose of Jackson’s letter, explore the meaning behind his
paternalistic language, and analyze why he might have chosen to address the Seminole as "my
children." Through a comprehensive examination, we aim to shed light on this historical artifact,
providing context, interpretation, and insights into its significance.

---

The Historical Context of Jackson’s Presidency and Relations with the Seminole

The Seminole Tribe: A Brief Overview

The Seminole people are a Native American tribe originally from Florida. Known for their resilience
and resistance, the Seminole played a prominent role in resisting U.S. expansion during the early
19th century. They were involved in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842), which was part of the
broader Indian Removal policies aimed at displacing Native tribes from their ancestral lands.

Jackson’s Policies Toward Native Americans

Andrew Jackson’s presidency (1829–1837) is often associated with aggressive policies toward Native
Americans, most notably the Indian Removal Act of 1830. This legislation aimed to relocate tribes
west of the Mississippi River, leading to the infamous Trail of Tears. Jackson’s approach was
characterized by a mixture of military force, negotiation, and diplomatic language that often masked
coercive policies.



The Significance of the Letter

The letter in question is believed to have been written during a period of heightened tension
between the U.S. government and the Seminole tribe. It reflects Jackson’s efforts to communicate
with the tribe amidst conflicts, negotiations, or efforts to persuade them to relocate or comply with
federal policies. Understanding this background is crucial for interpreting the tone and purpose of
his address.

---

What Is the Purpose of This Letter?

1. Political and Diplomatic Communication

At its core, Jackson’s letter served as a form of official communication aimed at asserting federal
authority and attempting to establish a rapport with the Seminole. By addressing the tribe directly,
Jackson sought to:

- Reaffirm U.S. sovereignty over their lands.
- Persuade or coerce compliance with removal policies.
- Demonstrate a paternalistic attitude, implying a duty to guide and oversee their well-being.

2. Persuasion and Coercion

Given the context of ongoing conflicts, the letter likely had a dual purpose:

- To persuade the Seminole to accept U.S. policies peacefully, emphasizing the supposed benefits of
relocation.
- To coerce compliance through authoritative language, implying consequences for resistance.

Jackson’s tone, therefore, often combined conciliatory language with underlying threats, a common
diplomatic approach in that era.

3. Expressing Authority and Control

The letter served as a reminder of U.S. dominance and Jackson’s personal role as a leader. By
framing his communication as a paternalistic message, Jackson aimed to establish himself as a
protector and guide, reinforcing the idea that the U.S. government’s actions were in the best
interest of the tribe, albeit from a position of superiority.

---

Why Do You Think President Jackson Refers to the Seminole As "My Children"?

1. Paternalistic Language as a Tool of Authority

Jackson’s use of the term "my children" is emblematic of a paternalistic approach that was common
in diplomatic and political language during the 19th century. Such language served multiple
purposes:

- Conveying Authority: By adopting a paternal tone, Jackson positioned himself as a protector or



guardian, implying that the Seminole should trust his guidance.
- Justifying Policy: The paternal language suggested that his actions, even if forceful, were in their
best interest, akin to a parent caring for their children.
- Building a Personal Connection: Addressing the tribe as "children" aimed to foster a sense of
personal connection, though it also subtly downplayed their sovereignty.

2. Reflecting Cultural Attitudes of the Era

During Jackson’s time, hierarchical relationships and paternalistic attitudes towards Native
Americans were widespread. Many policymakers and leaders viewed tribes as dependent groups
needing supervision and guidance—concepts rooted in colonial and early American notions of
civilization and uplift.

3. Psychological Impact and Control

Referring to the tribe as "my children" could serve to:

- Diminish their agency, positioning them as recipients rather than negotiators.
- Create a sense of obligation or loyalty, encouraging compliance with Jackson’s directives.
- Suppress dissent by framing disagreement as disobedience to a paternal figure.

4. Symbolic of Jackson’s Personal Role

Jackson’s personal history as a military leader and his reputation for decisiveness may have
influenced his choice of words. The phrase "my children" also echoes a paternalistic style that
Jackson might have viewed as a way to demonstrate compassion, authority, and leadership
simultaneously.

---

The Broader Implications of Jackson’s Paternalism

1. Justification of American Expansion

Jackson’s paternal language can be interpreted as a rhetorical device that justified the displacement
and marginalization of Native tribes. Framing the relationship as one of guardianship suggested that
removal and suppression were acts of care rather than conquest.

2. Impact on Native American Sovereignty

Such language contributed to the erosion of Native sovereignty, as it implicitly positioned tribes as
dependent entities needing guidance rather than independent nations with rights.

3. Historical Legacy

The use of paternalistic language by Jackson has been scrutinized by historians and Native American
communities alike. It exemplifies the paternalistic attitudes that underpinned policies leading to the
Trail of Tears, the Seminole Wars, and the broader Indian Removal era.

---



Analyzing the Tone and Language of the Letter

1. Tone

The tone of Jackson’s letter, as inferred from historical records, combines authority, concern, and a
paternalistic sense of duty. While it may seem caring on the surface, it often masked underlying
threats and coercive intent.

2. Language

Jackson’s language likely included phrases such as:

- Expressions of concern for their well-being.
- Statements asserting U.S. authority.
- Reassurances of protection (which were often false or superficial).
- Direct appeals to obedience, framed as filial respect.

The phrase "my children" specifically humanizes the tribe in a way that seeks to foster loyalty but
also diminishes their independence.

---

Conclusion

What Is The Purpose Of This Letter?
Jackson’s letter to the Seminole served multiple intertwined purposes: asserting U.S. authority,
attempting to persuade or coerce compliance with federal policies, and reinforcing the paternalistic
worldview that justified Native American displacement. It was a diplomatic tool crafted to manage a
complex and tense relationship, rooted in the broader context of American expansionism.

Why Do You Think President Jackson Refers To The Seminole As "my Children"?
Jackson’s use of paternalistic language reflects the cultural attitudes of the time, emphasizing
authority, care, and control. It was intended to position himself as a protector and guide, fostering
loyalty while simultaneously diminishing the tribe’s sovereignty. This language also served to justify
policies that were ultimately destructive for the Seminole and other Native tribes.

In understanding this correspondence, we gain insight into the mindset of one of America’s most
controversial presidents and the policies that shaped the nation’s history. It underscores how
language—particularly paternalistic language—can be a powerful tool in diplomacy and policy,
shaping perceptions and realities in profound ways.

---

Final Thoughts

The letter from President Jackson to the Seminole, especially his reference to them as "my children,"
remains a significant historical document. It exemplifies the complex, often paternalistic, and
coercive relationships between the U.S. government and Native American tribes during the 19th
century. Analyzing the purpose and language of this letter not only enhances our understanding of
Jackson’s policies but also serves as a reminder of the importance of critically examining historical
language and its implications for indigenous sovereignty and rights.
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