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Introduction

Analyzing rhetorical techniques is essential to understanding how speakers persuade and influence
their audiences. Recognizing the strategic use of ethos, pathos, logos, parallelism, understatement,
and other devices reveals the depth of a speaker’s argumentative skills. In this article, we will explore
three key rhetorical techniques—ethos, shift, and pathos—that the speaker employs in the given
excerpt. By dissecting each technique, we aim to uncover how they work together to strengthen the
speaker’s message and persuade the audience effectively.

---

Understanding the Selected Rhetorical Techniques

Before delving into the specific application within the excerpt, it’s important to define each of the
three chosen rhetorical strategies:

Ethos

Definition: Ethos refers to the credibility or ethical appeal of the speaker. It establishes
trustworthiness, authority, and moral character to persuade the audience that the speaker is
knowledgeable and reliable.

Purpose: To convince the audience that the speaker is a credible source, thereby making their
arguments more convincing.

Shift (Rhetorical Shift)

Definition: A shift involves a change in tone, perspective, or argument within the speech. It often
marks a turning point or a significant moment that guides the audience’s understanding in a new
direction.

Purpose: To highlight a change in thought that emphasizes a particular point or introduces a new
perspective, making the message more compelling.

Pathos

Definition: Pathos appeals to the audience’s emotions. It aims to evoke feelings such as compassion,



anger, pride, or hope to persuade.

Purpose: To create an emotional connection that motivates the audience to accept the speaker’s
argument or take action.

---

Analyzing the Use of Ethos in the Excerpt

Establishing Credibility and Authority

In the excerpt, the speaker employs ethos by referencing personal experience and authoritative
sources. For example, the speaker might mention their background, expertise, or past achievements
that relate directly to the topic. This builds trust with the audience and positions the speaker as a
credible authority.

Use of Ethical Appeals

The speaker could invoke shared values or moral standards, aligning their argument with societal
ideals. For instance, emphasizing a commitment to justice or fairness enhances the speaker’s moral
credibility, making their message more persuasive.

Impact on Audience Perception

By establishing ethos, the speaker reduces skepticism and increases acceptance of their message.
The audience is more likely to listen attentively and consider the argument seriously when they view
the speaker as trustworthy.

---

Recognizing the Rhetorical Shift in the Passage

Identifying the Shift

The excerpt contains a noticeable change in tone or argument—this is the rhetorical shift. For
example, the speaker might transition from presenting factual information to appealing to emotions
or from a general statement to a specific call to action.

Types of Shifts

- Tone Shift: Moving from a serious tone to a more hopeful or urgent tone.
- Perspective Shift: Changing from a neutral stance to a more passionate stance.
- Argument Shift: Transitioning from presenting problems to proposing solutions.

Purpose of the Shift

The shift serves to re-engage the audience, emphasize a critical point, or persuade them to see the
issue from a new perspective. It can also serve as a climax in the speech, heightening emotional
resonance or logical impact.

---



Employing Pathos to Connect Emotionally

Evoking Audience Feelings

In the excerpt, the speaker appeals to the audience’s emotions by sharing personal stories, vivid
imagery, or compelling examples. These evoke feelings such as compassion, anger, or hope.

Techniques for Pathos

- Anecdotes: Brief personal stories that humanize the issue.
- Imagery: Vivid descriptions that create mental pictures.
- Diction: Choice of words with emotional connotations.
- Repetition: Reinforcing key emotional points to deepen impact.

Effectiveness of Pathos

By appealing to emotions, the speaker makes their message memorable and motivates action.
Emotional appeals can bridge the gap between abstract ideas and personal relevance, increasing the
likelihood of persuasion.

---

How These Techniques Work Together

The power of effective rhetoric often lies in the combination of multiple techniques. In this excerpt,
the speaker’s use of ethos establishes credibility; the shift makes the argument dynamic and
engaging; and pathos creates an emotional connection. Together, these strategies create a
compelling and persuasive narrative that resonates with the audience.

Synergy of Techniques

1. Ethos + Pathos: Credibility enhances emotional appeals; the audience trusts the speaker and feels
emotionally invested.
2. Shift + Pathos: A change in tone or perspective amplifies emotional impact, guiding the audience
through a transformative experience.
3. Ethos + Shift: A shift in perspective from the speaker can reinforce their authority and moral
stance.

---

Practical Examples of These Rhetorical Strategies

To better understand how these techniques manifest in speech, consider the following hypothetical
examples:

- Ethos: “As a veteran who has worked tirelessly on environmental policies for over 20 years, I can
attest to the urgent need for change.”
- Shift: “While I initially believed that small actions were enough, recent events have shown us that
only sweeping reforms will suffice.”
- Pathos: “Imagine the children whose futures depend on the decisions we make today—do we want
to leave them a world ravaged by neglect?”



---

Conclusion

In analyzing the excerpt, it’s evident that the speaker skillfully employs ethos, shift, and pathos to
craft a persuasive message. Ethos builds credibility, making the audience trust the speaker’s
authority. The shift introduces a pivotal change that captures attention and emphasizes the core
message. Pathos evokes emotional responses, fostering a personal connection that motivates action.

Understanding these techniques not only enhances our appreciation of rhetoric but also equips us
with tools to craft more compelling speeches and arguments ourselves. Whether in public speaking,
writing, or everyday conversations, recognizing and applying ethos, shifts, and pathos can
significantly strengthen our persuasive capabilities.

---

Additional Tips for Recognizing Rhetorical Techniques

- Look for personal references or credentials—these signal ethos.
- Notice sudden changes in tone or perspective—these indicate shifts.
- Pay attention to emotionally charged language—these are signs of pathos.
- Consider how these elements work together to persuade or move the audience.

By mastering the identification of these rhetorical strategies, you can become a more critical
consumer of speeches and a more effective communicator.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of using ethos in this excerpt?
The speaker uses ethos to establish credibility and build trust with the audience by highlighting their
expertise or moral character.

How does shifting pathos affect the emotional impact of the
speech?
Shifting pathos allows the speaker to appeal to different emotions strategically, strengthening their
connection with the audience and emphasizing key points.

What role does parallelism play in enhancing the speaker's



message?
Parallelism creates rhythm and clarity by repeating similar grammatical structures, making the
message more memorable and persuasive.

In what way does the speaker use understatement as a
rhetorical technique?
The speaker employs understatement to downplay a situation, which can make their argument seem
more modest or ironic, thereby drawing attention to its significance.

Can you identify how ethos is established in this excerpt?
Ethos is established through the speaker citing credible sources or demonstrating expertise, which
helps persuade the audience of their authority.

How does the combination of pathos and parallelism
strengthen the speech?
Using pathos appeals to the audience's emotions, while parallelism emphasizes key ideas, together
making the message more compelling and easy to remember.

Why might a speaker choose to use understatement in their
rhetoric?
A speaker might use understatement to subtly emphasize a point, create irony, or make the audience
think more deeply about the issue.

Which of the following techniques are used in this excerpt:
ethos, shift in pathos, parallelism, understatement?
The excerpt employs all four techniques: ethos to establish credibility, shift in pathos to evoke
different emotions, parallelism for structure and emphasis, and understatement to subtly make a
point.

How does shifting pathos contribute to the overall
effectiveness of the speech?
Shifting pathos allows the speaker to adapt emotional appeals to different audience reactions,
maintaining engagement and reinforcing their message.

What is the effect of combining parallelism and
understatement in rhetoric?
Combining parallelism with understatement enhances the clarity and subtlety of the message, making
it both memorable and subtly impactful.



Additional Resources
Which Rhetorical Techniques Does The Speaker Use In This Excerpt? Select Three Options: Ethos,
Shift, Pathos, Parallelism, Understatement

Rhetorical techniques are essential tools in a speaker’s arsenal, enabling them to persuade, inform, or
evoke emotion from their audience. When analyzing an excerpt, identifying the specific techniques
employed can deepen our understanding of the speaker's intent and effectiveness. In this guide, we
will explore three key rhetorical strategies often used in compelling speeches: ethos, pathos, and
parallelism. We will also clarify what each technique entails, how to recognize them in practice, and
why they are impactful. By dissecting these techniques, you'll be equipped to analyze speeches more
critically and appreciate the artful deployment of rhetoric.

---

Understanding the Rhetorical Techniques

Before diving into the analysis, it’s crucial to understand what each of these rhetorical devices entails:

Ethos: Establishing Credibility and Trust
Ethos appeals to the speaker's credibility, authority, or character. It's a way for the speaker to
demonstrate they are knowledgeable, ethical, or trustworthy, thus making their argument more
convincing. When a speaker uses ethos, they often reference their experience, background, or moral
standing.

Pathos: Evoking Emotions
Pathos targets the audience’s feelings. It’s used to evoke emotions such as sympathy, anger, hope, or
pride. By appealing to the audience's emotions, the speaker can make their message more
compelling and memorable.

Parallelism: Creating Rhythm and Emphasis
Parallelism involves the repetition of similar grammatical structures within a sentence or across
sentences. It adds rhythm, balance, and clarity, making ideas more persuasive and easier to
remember.

Understatement and Shift (Optional Clarification)
While understatement is another rhetorical device, it appears less directly relevant here unless the
excerpt contains deliberate underplaying of facts for effect. A shift (or change in tone or focus) isn't a
rhetorical device per se but a structural element of speech. Since the task specifies selecting three
options, we will focus on ethos, pathos, and parallelism for in-depth analysis.

---

Analyzing the Speaker's Use of Ethos

Recognizing Ethos in the Excerpt
In many speeches, ethos manifests through the speaker referencing their experience, credentials, or
moral integrity. For example:

- "As a lifelong educator..."
- "Having served for over 20 years..."



- "My commitment to justice is rooted in my own upbringing..."

Why Ethos Matters
This appeal helps establish trustworthiness, making the audience more receptive to the message.
When the speaker demonstrates expertise or moral standing, they position themselves as a credible
authority.

How to Identify Ethos
- Look for personal references or credentials.
- Notice language that emphasizes integrity or moral responsibility.
- Observe moments when the speaker seeks to connect their character to the topic.

---

Analyzing the Use of Pathos

Recognizing Pathos in the Excerpt
Pathos often appears through emotionally charged language or stories designed to resonate with the
audience’s feelings. Examples include:

- Descriptions of hardship or injustice: "Children suffering in silence..."
- Vivid imagery: "A future darkened by despair..."
- Personal stories that evoke empathy: "I remember a young girl who...”

Why Pathos Is Powerful
Emotional appeals can motivate action, foster empathy, and make abstract issues feel personal.
Effective use of pathos can transform a dry presentation into a compelling call to action.

How to Spot Pathos
- Pay attention to language that stirs feelings.
- Note anecdotes or vivid imagery designed to evoke empathy or anger.
- Observe shifts in tone that aim to inspire or rally.

---

Analyzing Parallelism in the Excerpt

Recognizing Parallelism
Parallelism is characterized by the repetition of grammatical structures. For example:

- "We will fight for justice, for equality, and for our future."
- "It is not just a fight for today, but a promise for tomorrow."
- "We must act swiftly, decisively, and united."

Why Parallelism Is Effective
This technique enhances rhythm, making phrases more memorable and emphasizing key points. It
also lends a sense of balance and order, which can reinforce the message's seriousness and clarity.

How to Identify Parallelism
- Look for repeated sentence structures or phrase patterns.
- Notice lists that follow similar grammatical forms.



- Pay attention to sentences that mirror each other for emphasis.

---

Practical Example: Combining Techniques

A typical speech excerpt might combine these techniques for maximum impact. For example:

"As a parent and a teacher, I know the importance of education (ethos). Our children deserve a future
free from fear and hardship (pathos). We must act now—united, unwavering, and determined
(parallelism)."

Here, the speaker establishes credibility, appeals to the audience’s emotions, and uses parallel
structure to emphasize collective action.

---

Why Does the Combination Matter?
Using multiple rhetorical techniques in tandem creates a layered and persuasive message. Ethos
builds trust, pathos connects emotionally, and parallelism underscores key ideas with rhythm and
clarity. Recognizing these strategies allows listeners and analysts to appreciate the craftsmanship
behind effective rhetoric.

---

Final Thoughts: Applying Your Knowledge

When analyzing any excerpt:

1. Identify Ethos: Does the speaker reference their experience or moral character?
2. Spot Pathos: Are there emotionally charged stories or language?
3. Find Parallelism: Are there repeated grammatical structures that emphasize points?

By honing your ability to recognize these techniques, you'll deepen your understanding of the
speaker’s strategy and the overall effectiveness of the speech.

---

Summary Table

| Rhetorical Technique | Key Features | How to Recognize | Impact |
|------------------------|----------------|------------------|---------|
| Ethos | Credibility, character references | Personal credentials, moral appeals | Builds trust and
authority |
| Pathos | Emotional language, stories | Vivid imagery, emotional appeals | Evokes feelings, motivates
action |
| Parallelism | Repetition of structure | Repeated grammatical patterns | Adds rhythm, emphasizes
points |

---



Conclusion

Analyzing an excerpt for rhetorical techniques reveals the strategic choices made by the speaker to
persuade and move their audience. Focusing on ethos, pathos, and parallelism provides a
comprehensive framework to understand how language can be wielded powerfully. Whether you're a
student, a critic, or a speechwriter, mastering these techniques enhances your appreciation of
rhetoric’s art and science.

---

Remember: Effective speakers often blend these techniques seamlessly, creating memorable and
impactful messages. Recognizing them is the first step toward understanding and crafting compelling
rhetoric.
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